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October 12, 194/ 

Ret Dust Problems Ay (‘b& ¥ g 
Dr. Gardner peid an unexpeoted 0sll on me this sfternoon and we discussed 
several matters on whioh I made a fev motes, as follows: 

1, 

2, 

Riatomaceous Narth Rxperiments - . 
4 room has nmot Deen sveilable up to éo present time for 
oonducting the dust-settliing experiments with the caleined 
matorial, However, the experiments will commence next Nonday 
and will require several weeks, since Dr. Gardner desires 
to have them ocondueted on a series of days of high and low 
atnospheric humidity. / 

ITf the caloined @ust behaves in the san> sammer as the 
natural earth, Dr, Gardner is inclined to believe 1t will 
be unnecessary to oonduot further animal experiments with 
the ealoined dust., This 1is because he feels that the failure 
of the natural earth to produce any marked results was due 
to the tendenoy of the material %o flooculste and to Wk 
excluded from the lungs beoause of the moisture in the 
respiratory traot, However, 4if this meterial does not be- have the same as the mt\u-ui earth during the settling 
experiments, 1t will probably be desirsadle to aonduet 
another series of animal experiments, In this event it | 
may be necessary to supplenent ¢ur original §5,000 ocontriu- \ 
tion 30 as to ocover the ocost o the sdditional work, 

S 

Aakeatos Experinentg — 
-~ 

The samples taken Ly Mr. Fehnel at Nanville have been 
analysed for the purpose of determ 8) the total numndber of particles of ell types; 2:) the nusber ef 
particles of fidre and the mmbder of non-fibrous 
p';;tulu; and (o) She siszes of the particles of each 

L 

The samples to de takem Rr., Yelnel at the Asbestos 
Factory will be analysed & similar manner at Baranay 
and a coonarison obdtained whioh Dr, Gardner hopes will 
throv some light on the relatively smell nunder of filme 
at Asbestos showing merked fibrosis in comparison with the 
films of exployees at Nanville, 

Incidentally, Dr, Gardner indiceted he thought a very good 
Job of dust elimination had been done at Manville, since 
very few of the dust samples showed any very high oconcentra- 
tions, 
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I showed Dr, Gardner prog:ud Order No.4, vhich would 
require the following label upon any materials oon- 
taining as high as 1% of asdestos or eilice where they 
:or:“. t: be used under eond!tions likely to give rise 
) B 

*WARNING: This Naterial may give Rise to 
Pol:onmu or Injurious Dust, AVOID BREATHING 

3 

Dr, Cardner's initisl resction was, like mine, to say "absurd®, These dusts are not like mineral poisons . 
and can only be onlled ®poisonous® in a figurative : sanse vhich distorts the meaning of that word in its \ 
ususlly accepted sense, Mineral poisons produce an 
fmnediate harmful result, whereas @usts require exposure to exceedingly high concentrations over long periods of 
time, He thinks that the use of sny such ladel as the 
proposed order would frighten a Jflat Bany people and 
do abdbsolutely no good. stated that he would econsider 
such a label not only useless dut also misleading 
even if o:guod to 2 material oonuuunmoo! quarts, 
which s the worst of the non-metallic ts. 

¥hen I suggested that perhaps in making our objections 
¥e suggest a reasonable compromise he stated that he ooul 
8690 NO reason sny such label or one approximating 
it should be applied to matsrisls oontaining these cGusts in any peroentage, to say nothing of 1%. When I told him that 1t would pro&b eall for a ladel on asbestos-cement 
sheets ,vhich are sometines sawed with the resultant produoc- tion o} 8 1little dust, he stated that this exsmple pointed 
up the adsurdity of the propossal, 

If any such Opder should {ssue, bhowever silice, slate talo and asdestos should ooru‘nly not ‘o luxped iont{m- 
with the other sudstances mentioned under proposed Order vh, 
soue of which are true poisons, He steted that there was 
BO reason for ineluding them elong with true poisons such 
&8s chromic acid, lead and some of the others referred to 
in Order No.4., Be further pointed out that since the 
"injury® produced by asdertos dust 1s & moohantéal 
irritation, with no chemical resotion (as oecurs in the case of uhu) it oould mot possidly de ocalled a poison, 
Taloc he oonsiders non-injurious under any eircuamstances 
and I bdelieve ha has oonducted experiments and made surveys 
upon which he bases this opintion. 

Vandiver Brown, 
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