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" January 22, 1935

Scc-etary,

Payhestes Ka.* ttn, Inc., ’
Bridgeport, Coun.
. Re: Kellon Institute of Inductrizl Research
Sxm:csir" cn Dvet Pranklems
Dezr ¥r, Judd:
'(‘ As I incicated to you over the teleypherne
this afterncon, I ez encliesing & copy of & mencrandun
’\p x L2
I preparcd fer Lr. Lewis R, Zrcewn rogarding =y iz to
. Pittseurzh l'"“ Tucscay, Janwory lsu“. to atte"d the

Sympesiun en Tust Frovleme held under the auvspices of
the ielloa Inatituue of Industrizl Lesearch.

Very truly yours, \

. )
’// .. {C’.",',‘A- oy
;.;1:,-.—& 6." /I\
Vanﬂ ver Brow
Attorney
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. (j . delivered cddresses. £non: those were lr. A. C. Rirth, a

S lawyer ssxciated with Willleans, Eversasn and Yorgan, Toledo,
Ohio, attorneys for Owpns~Illinois Glass Companys Dr. Lugene P.
Pendergrass of the X-ray Lahoratory, University Hospital, Phila-
delphis; Dr. A. J. Lanza, Lssistant Hedical Director of the
Yetropolitan Life Insurance Conpany; Ir. R. R. Sayers, ledical
Officer in Charge of U, S. Public Health Service; Professor
Philip A. Drinker of tne School of Public Health, Harverd Uni-
versity; iUre. F., Robertson Jones, General Manager, Assoclation
of Casuslty and Surety Lzecutives; cnd Yr, Donald E. Cumminzs,
Assistant Director, Saranasc Laboratory for Study of Tuberculosis.

The addresses delivered by these speciallsts, togeth:
with the open discussion that followed them, rcvealed, among othe
things, the very nenacing character of the problem, its coaplex
nsture, the uncertainties attonding nost of 1its aspects and the
necessity of some form of united action by the afflicted fndustri

. It was recognized that soue nspects of the problen
* were peculiar to special industries but 1t was equally evident
that other uspects verc common to all, For exanple, only two
foras of dust, nanely, free silica and asbcstos, are definitely
knonn to produco disabling fibrosis of the lung. Even in the
cosc of theso dusts the problems resulting therefronm are cuite
different since the fibrosis resultinz froa silica is of a much
(Z- rwore serlous character than that resulting from asbestos in tlLat
( : the former predisposes to tuberculosis and is much oore likely to
hsve a fatal teraoination. On the other hand (and this i1llustrate
one of the nost serious aspects of the problem that is common to
£ll dust producing industries) the fact that po other dust is
Itnowm to produce discbility has not provented entirely groundless
. clains aggregating millions and even hundreds of millions of
dollars being brought against industries which have no silica or
2sbestos dust hazard. For exaaple, Dr. Lanza pointed out that
no one had ever maintalned that gypsum dust was harmful and yet,
pevertheless, the gypsun incdustry had suits pending azainst it
covering clains in excess of four uillion dollars.
It appeared that azong the problens connon to, ul
industries were the following:

(1) The necpace of ambulance chasing lawygrs in / /
combination with unscrupulous doctors. The
uncertaintios surrounding diagnosis of eny .
of the various forms of pncuconoconiosis are
so0 pany that a question of fact is presented
in every case., Expert testimony can be pro-
duced by both plaipntiff und defendant and it
is for the jury to decide vhoSe expcrts are
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correct in their inlerpretations. In making
thics decision, the Jury 1s not likely to favor
the opinion of the experts procduced by the
enployere

(2) The desirabdbility of malinz various dust
diceascs coampensable under properly dravn
work=en's coapeasation lavs, One of the
speckers stated that Pthe stropgest bulwark
against future disaster for industry is the
enactaent of properly drawvn occupational
disease legislation". Such legislation would
(a) elininate the jury ~nd eupower a Hedical
Board to pass upon the existence of the
disease and the extent of the disability;

(b) elininate the shyster lawyer and the
Quack doctor since fces would be strictly -

. 1imited by the lav; and (c) permit the correct-
ing of initisl pmistakes in the muking of
zwards by providing for hearinga to reduce
or clininate awards 1f proof could be adduced
tbat the claizant was not discbled or trat
the extent of his dicabllity had beon over-
estimated. :

N
£

(3) Problens of ventilation, dust collecting and
elinination, &and respiratory devices.

(4) The establishing of standards (a) for dust
counting end particle size deternmination,
(b) for the taking of X-rays for diagnostic
use, znd (c) for the interpretation of the
parikinzs on the films so procuced.

At the close of the discussion a ¥r, Kurtz, Vice-
President of Loerican Refractorics Corporution, nade a motion
that Ur, Willian P, Yant, Chairaan of the meeting appolnt &=, ..
noninating comnittee who would nominate e group of individuals
to serve as a coanittee for the formulation of ways and teans
to brinp about effective cooperation of some character betwcen
the various industries for reeting and coabating those phiases
of the dust problen cormon to 211l. This notion was carried
and a lNominating Coanittee a#ppointed which rctired and upon
returnimg presented to the rcetinz the names of seven individuals
to ect as such Comaittee. No other nanes having been placed
in noaination, the following were elected to act as the Comittee
ond report back to the various industries snd groups represented
, at the neeting or.to whom the invitation had been originally
k O extonded:
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