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N . . oOn OT 2bout Lecenbhop 32, 1937 ke liellon Instituse 
- of Industria) Research edircsesced leéter: to soze g3 inlustrice 

SRR Eavirsy ina- ©iel dizenen problesms {nyes 3 thea ts Lttend n 

e . Reeting 20 be hel undcr the eus3lces 02 the Icetisuie cn the 

R 1 diy of Jaznery, Gpe of thrse lrvititions ¥é3 receives o 

TUIFT L - the Asbestae Institute €2d, althouzy the Lsbestos Institute cig 

. .7 not eccept erd wos zot ofrictally Tepce¢sezted, vobns-lurvitig 

;‘.-J';.,;'. *- 7. Corporasion TeQuested apnd obtaired perziscsion to send 4 reprow 

<7 T 2t sentative The inviteticny eIpressly stoted tnt¢ #attendence 

S "% -8t this meeting need evteny &3 oblications, 
e . 

. eed W e Johpe-Veaville Vi8S represented ot ihq eeotire by 

mere Lo ** the mriter of this Reworeandun, Anproziz.nt.cly 250 people were 

“r. 'l presernt repescatinn ovep 50 intustr{es wzlek had eccested the 

IFLRCS -invitition of the Kellon Ipe: itute., <he Xelloa Tostitute vag 

PN ¢ reztly Surpriced at the Tezeskablo‘response enl {¢ i py 

L, opinion thit ore €Ennot find 5 better {e2fcesion ¢l the seriouvs 

chme i, nature of the prodleas 1t was the purpose el the Seetin: 23 

CaiZte. 
€iscuss, _ 

.. 
' 

* e . :.c’.v i . C . . : P 
I was able ¢o $3certain that the Kellen Institste 

5o <" " bhad been proented to cull the meetiny by Tepresectatives or 

J the sa=d ang Closs ers the refractories iductries, Fepresern 

e Y tatives of theso industies corferred nith 'y, Z. P, “eldlein, 

R Pirector of the Inztituic, and alter advigine bin of the neture 

AR of their prodblca, of {t= wide-snrezd charscter gne e rovg 

‘. - menacingy &27ccts, supmested tho neod of soz¢ form of concerted 

&ctlion on the pert of thagze industrieg precently ep potantinlly 
involved, r understrnd theg Ure P, 1, Larrmooe, V!co-}'ruzldur.: 
of Owens=I14nsig Class Cozprny ana kr, fiozes Eltetizs, prezen 

‘ cent of the A==ricen Iw:z‘ractoriu Iaz:::.uw, vere the persons 

<. . Who presezted the gituction to the Yelloa Inztisuse, =, 

R ’ Felllein, on bchal? of the Instituto, arreecd to coonercte ta 

' ; .~ “the extent of €tlliz=> the Eeotin> and Bavir> ¢the rerreseatetives 

;." - - . . . ) " . ’ - . e 
- © An Tessive ligt of Toerts specialis Tpon 

" " varloug &tpcctfif the dust problen atlended the fi.".’:ug ens . 
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¢elivcred sdcresses, Zzons theso wese Ur, &, C, Etrth, ¢ . 4 lewyer ceoeicted with ¥illians, Lverszcn and Korgan, <olcdo, -+ Ohlo, attorneys for Ovens-Illinots Glczs Cozpany; Ds. Lugene p, e s ot Penlergruss of tho X-ray Luboratory, Cnlverstity Hospitil, Philte . ) dolphiag Tr. 4. Je Lanza, fz3igtant Ecdlccl Pirectos of the . Urtropolitan Life Insurcnce Conhenys Dre, N, N, Beyers, Vadlec} " 0lficer in Charge of Us C. Publie Fealth Cervice; Profesncap Philip A. Drinker of the School of Publie Ecaltk, Farverd 97,385 versity; lr. F. Robertsoa Jonas, Cencral Konarer, Lssocletion . of Casualty cnd Surcty Executives; &rd I'r, Doncld E. Cum=tpsz, Lote Assistant Directsr, Saranac Leboratory for £tudy cf Tuberculostiz, . - . 
+ Ce . Co -© 7 - The sddresses delivered by these £peciclists, tozet:cr 

Tt oL with the open discussion that followed then, recvecled, amon; other CTeoe T things, the very Benacing character of the proble=, its cozplex ‘ 
Zn. 50 't pature, the uncertainties 8ttoading wost of 1ts esnects and thoe ' AR ‘.= necessity of some form of united action by the cfflicted industrice. 
e S ... 1t was recognized that soge agspects of the prodlena Sl : were peculiar to speclal industrieg but 1t wos egquelly evident -~ tnat othcr aspects wero cozada to «ll, ¥or €xazple, oaly t=o PRt oo forne of dust, nraely, free silficn tnd asbestos, cre éelinltaly \_* "5~ ., knowa to produco Clcablint fibrosis of tine lung. Even in the o . cu30 of these dusts the probleas resulting therefroa ese cuite ' T, diflferent since the fibrosis resuliing froz silica 1z of a much ¥ 25" ¢ pore serious character than that resultirs froo azbestos n thot T, the forzer predisposes to tubesculosis end is =uck moro likcly to 2 >t .0 e heve 2 fatal termination, On the other hend (and 2hig Lluztrates & ..+ . oneof the most serious aspects of the problem that s cozaox to ‘. L " 211 cust producing inlustries) the fect thit mo othex dust 2 knswn to produce Cissbility hzes not prevented eatiroly grounclecs ' clains egrrercting rillions £ad ever kuxdreds of xillionz of , dollers being drouchs actizst indust—ies which heve no .gllica oy . ) asbestos dust hazesrd, For exazple, Lr. Lenca pointed o=t th=t ' - o ore bad ever czirtained thst Eypsun dust wes har=2:1 srd set, R nevartheless, the gypsun inlustry hed sults pending apuinet it el - -covering claims {n excess of four million dollers. . . 

It appeared that anong the probleas eozaon to sll Y .. indastries were the followrings . 
Lo, (1) The menace of asbulance chazims lawyess 1a o .o . - Goabination with unscrupulous dosiors. e ST . , uncertainiies swrrocading dilagnasis of 83y . ) .. .+ of the vtrious forxs of puenconacoriosis are & : ~ ' 80 meny that a Question of fact i3 prcsented ) P ) " 4n every casc. .Expert testimonmy ean be Pro= . duced by both Plaintis? and defendant and it is for the Jury to decide whose experts are * e . 
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« this decision the J 13 not likely to fa 

. 
- : the opirion ,of’ the e:;zrta produced gy the vor 

: - eaployere st ‘ - 
' (2) The desirabllity of matfne vestous dust . discases compeasablo undep properly Zrzeqm wOrl=enfs coaapeasation laws, One of the Speakers stated thet “the stroncest bulwer: 

. enactment of Projerly drawm occupational - - a L disesse legisletionTM, gueh legisletion .27 (a) eliminste the Jury and ezpower a Fedieal - 

avards by providing fopr hearinzg to reduce 'OF eliminrte awerds 1f proof could bde adduced . thet the claiment ¥&s not disabled or that: = the extent of kis disability had been over=.. - 

(3) Probleas of ventilation, dust collecting and . ° tion, cna Tespiratery devices, 
(2) The establtshen: of standerds (a) for dust ‘countiry end perticle aize deter:inatioc, (b) for the teking of X-rays fo= dlzcnostic use, end (¢) for the interpretetion of the sarkin=s on the filz3 s0 procuced, 
At the close of the discusaton ¢ ¥, Rurts, Vice- 

. . Presideat of L=cricen Refracto=ies Corporation, made a sotion 
. T et Ur, Tilltee P, Yazt, Chatrean of the Beeting appeint a 

nozinating co=mistee ®ho would nominate 2 £TOUp of intividnels 
to servo a3 a cax=={ttee LTo> the forzulrtion of W&FS and pezrs to briny abous ellective Cooperction of so=e cheracter detween 
the various industries for eeetiny gnd coabatirg those pheses ' - 7 2nd a Nozinetinms Cortttee epnointed which retired ape tpon 

- ’ Teturnire preserted to the meetiry the Zanes of seven individucls 
: : to act as such Comittee., Ko other nanes Eavinz been placed 
- in Bo=instioxn, the followirg were elected to act ag the Co==1tsee # 

o ST &nd report dack to the various indugtries and groups renresected i 
N e et s:m‘?cmaummmum boueugm.ly S L P

R
 F S 

ccs5220 

Vandiver Brown's Memorandum on the Mellon Institute Symposium on Dust Problems (1935)
ACL Doc 11962 · Page 3 of 5

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/11962/3

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/11962/3


02369 

.‘- 

VanZiver Brown represt=tirz Asbestos, Cork and Kon=-¥ctellte 

e 3e Do E2klatralls represect Cheaical, Ahracives * = ? 1& and Nop~-Ter>sus mt.’.lls'uon 
E. Ce J’ones npre:cntinz Ponnd.fiea 

Ae Yo Shemad aprueaeing Glass Sar.d, Ground s:::d n.nd Glass 
) Kam:.tcctnre . 

\ A Je Gm.holta rcprcuatms Iron. Sted nnd Orua 

- A. J’. R. Ourtis reprucnting m.nc, Linum, Cment t:fl 
: cnsua SRR 

. 

Ro:er A, Eitehins represcntinc Refractariu,(:anics r.nd Clcys 

I erplntnod to the othar noabera of the Coc::ittec 
- ‘that I h.nd booa sent to the meetins solely as an observer wnd Ead no wutaority frou Johns~¥caville Corporation t3 accent 

reobership on tha Comalttee and eor.a!.nly nonc from the l.zbestou 
Incustry a2 a wholce I was urged, however, to mct vit: tho 
Cox={ttec and &rreed o do 830 on the cnndition thas I miskt 
withiraw L€ cpprovil of oy serving in thet capacity :'u:m.d nod 
be. fortheozinc. Y pointed cut thot me=bers of the Lishestos 

- Industry ¢id not cere to be gssocicted in the ninds of the public 
or of e=ployees with thosze ininstries wvhose problen was d‘.nco-'ia 

. gnd thet for thig retson I felt there might be some opposition to 
baving: £ repressutative of the Asbestos Induxtx-y warkin with 
them, I ¢1{c.4indfcate, however, that I rebllized mmerous sspects 
of our p-ohle-* were the samo and that if cooperstion could be 
vorkad ocut rithout cn undue amount of publieity, Johns-dizviile 
Corporation end perhaps the Asbestos Industry ha e wholc, woald 
in 211 likelihosd be willing to coopertte. It was the opinion j 
of the Committee thzt this coad!.tion wozld not pz-uezt ey ! 
insuporadle dirfrficulty. - . Ctee. 

¥r, Roger utchins, Prcs!deat of fnmerican Refractore- _ 
2es Inciitute, wes mude Chalrman of tne &:zittee which held a ! 
zoeting Tuesciy evenins after tae close of the Symposium., K=, ' 
Eitckins ws de:ignaud to eect rith lr, ¥Weildlein of the ¥ellon 
Jostitute ard asi hin to msko a proposcl 4n definite and concoceto 
fora as to the mirzner in which the Mellon Institzie zicht bo 
sble to assist the various industries for a fes of £25,030. 
FThen this proposal has been reccived and approved by the sezmbdera 
of the Coc=ittee, it will de sudnitted to the various industrics 
vith the recomzendation thet 1t be accedtsd and that the vzrious 
4ndustries or individual corporations agree to stand good for 2 
propertionate asouant of th! r« not :.n excess cf a dc." <te 
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I gathersd that the 'broposal which youll be cade | 
>4 t!n Yellon Instimtn -:cnld mclndc, mo::g ot.:crs, the tollo'- . 

'- (a) The co:putzz ot a caaprahanstn blsuaxrnz_ S 
‘ of all books, treatlises and pudlicatinng de o 

- ing with any aspect of the du:z probhn; ard . 
the cnlnat.toa thoreofs e 

(>) Iht cmpuing, d1zesti=z and cors elatirg or S 
. ta and information from various subscridliry " 

" .o ., lnchxr-‘hs rolnt:!.'n to zhci.r sarsicular c:pcri- . 
.": . ,..t.‘ -..‘;a . ‘n“" - o . e . e '. ';o . s L e ._fi. 

(c) T=e drafticg ot apmv«ed mr’cun'a caupomtlon - 
) leglalation con-u:g 9uu=omconlosia. o 

‘ (d) The dlgestizg of the laws of the various states 
‘ R which 2izht affoct the cperationa of industries 

.. . i N pr-:entz.:g a dust bazard. . 

EOR The cutliniag of probleas requisiag '-unr.h oo 
. or the establisk=ent of fizad stacdards ard . - 

. ths prevention of duplication of ottort acd 
e ox;'nu alorg trese 3.1..0:. L, SR 

. © The intarest with 'fhich t.hc d{scugsions vm tauond 
szd the enthuslass which greeted the projosal for unified eoffore 

- lead ne to bellieve that tre ucasa.. supyort vill de tmmd , 
for soas 0Tt 0L progxa alozg the lJ.nu.- . , 
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