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Subeet  OSHA LETTER NO. B
USE OF BROOMS AND ASBESTOS-CONTAINING WASTE

il Johns-F lanviila internal Correspondence

1974 ,,\‘\

As you may recall, a number of Years ago our then President,
Mr. Clint Burnett, issued a4 notice which in effect eliminated
the use of brooms for sweeping where ub«m-eoneunan waste

was present.
Several years later, the Federal government, when

they enacted
the emergency asbestos standard, included a federal prohibiti

on the use of brooms for sweeping asbestos-containing waste.

In OSHA Letter No. 7, C. L. Sheckler continued the prohibition
on the use of brooms in these circumstances. As we know, the

.

Federal government in its final asbestos standard did strike
that ban on the use of brooms from the new asbestos regulations.

It is our feeling that in Spite of the relaxation of the Federal
ban, this ueuomam:onud'-nmqotmeohcn to do
better than the Federal regulations. As we also know, the use

Are very effectively using vacuum cleaners for this type of

housekeeping. The larger chips such as pPresent at a pipe lathe
can be wet collected by use of a Squeegee or grain scoop. These
methods of collection May take a siightly longer amount of time,

but they do eliminate the potential hazard.

The use of brooms to remove 4sbestos-containing waste should
immediately be Superseded by an alternate System (preferabply
Vacuum) so as to eliminate tnis clearly controllable source of

contamination.

W %

W. B. Reitze

WBR/1lc
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