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The giranygements made by both the Tnternational Division 
here and ouvr ropyescntiatives in Brz2il were especially good. 
211 the social amenitics were obscrved ond I belicve the Lrip 
was extremwely worthwhile. Please convey my thanks (o all con- 
cerned with these arrangements. 

Visit_to Asherit 
On iMonday, I visited with Marcello Cattaneo and his staff at 
the Asberit plant in Rio." VWe toured the plant including the 
cards, twislers, braiders, wcavers, casket operations, cervice 
sheet, &@nd Lhe balance-of their mzpufacturing locaticen. The 
ashestos textile reminded me'a good dzal of "A" Building at 
Lanville ten years aygo. AhAsbestos fibers were visible in the 
air in considerable guantities. They wvere attached to Lhe 
workers' clothing, their skin, and their hair. Asbestos {ibears 
were not attached to the workers' shoes, because most of the 
vworkers were barefocoled. The only positive note was that nost 
of Lhe buildings possess large open vwindowless areas so that 
air can {reely blow throuvgh the bvildines. At various loceticis 
they Lave wall-mounted fans blowing &spirated moisture into the 
Air and also serving pretty well to keep the asbestous fibLer cus: 
in circulation. The accumulatled fiber from the textile opera- 
tion hangs in garlands from the overhead wires and pipes. 1In 
certain areas some efforts have been made to install rather 
primitive dust colleclion equipment. . 

Vhile Mazircello does not scem hostile to the idea of cleaning 
up ihe operation, I am not quite sure that he knows exactly hew 
10 qo about it. He says he is willing to spend money to correc: 
conditions, but 1 don't guite believe he has been given a rpower 
ful erovgh stimulant to begin this cleanup in earnest. 

1 met the young plant physician, who is extremely concerned 
a2bout the hcalth of the vworiers. He believes he has icdentific: 
come discase among the workers and 2lso knows that the oparetic 
2as is, will prroduce considerably more cisease. 
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Yhe yathey daloght Jonng engineey vhu Lo e Bidved o i) on on- 
Cirent et ]l contrel jpacehlais has Leen oo ()e..' 1y Looy scetting up the 
nuw :033) o d nochine operation. He cocis yather bright ond will- 
ing, althouoh hie 3is &t a total Joos vhen it cones Lo dust control 
cinipnent. He is vnfamiliar with &)l the types nended and the ef- 
ficioncics of the various types for a particular vrage. I suygested 
o luarcel)lo that the young enygincer, vwho incidentally speaks English, 
be permitted to spend some time in the United Stales, both visiting 
wur asbuestos (P")nticns and spending some time with Joe Goldfield's 
s1a1f. I om not guitle sure of vhat our contract arrangoments are 
wilth icherit, hut I Lelieve it is our obhligastion lo furnish them any 
end all assistance they necd in the Envirommental Engineering Control 
&1v-a, as well as our own Health, Safety and Environiment asrea. . 

A1l cperations at Isbeyit are done by hand. The blended acbestlos 
is forked by hend from the storaye silos into the cards. This is 
an extrcemely dusty operation. During my visit to the kskerit plont 
l o:d not see one single re:px:*ior beang us ed. I realize Lhat’'since 

.y _stockho 2Ve no operat- 
1ng yesponsibility for it that we are somewhat handicapped in dcinal 
ing =nvii1oninental hcalth controls be brought vp to standard; hcwever, 
I feel just as strongly. that we do have a moral oblication to mzke 
an effort 1o protect these workers. Please advise whether you wovld 
lide rue to Graft a rather strongly worded lettexr to lMarcello, which 
most certezinly would be submitted Lo you first for review and edit- 
ing, attempting to put the health picture in perspective. 
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The plant marnager at "agnehras,pchv1es Eerioldo, as well &s John 
Saucnstr;cker. shovld be conuoratulated on the progress that they 
hsve made in cleaning up this operation in the last few months. 
A Just control system has been instelled and is working. Obser- 
veliicns at the :and)ng staticn and the trim saw indicate that there 
should Le little if any problem reimeining with asbestos dust in the 

wcrkplace air. The charging stations, a2lthough not in use, would 
appcer to have zdeguate ventilation. They still need some 24adi- 
t)onal sheet netal enclesing, but the ventilation is in place, and 
] ¢el cuite confident that these charging stations will certainly 
bhe bn] v the S f/cc level and, in 211 probability, below 2 f/cc. 
The Houqc-eeozng in {he plant was excellent. All employees were 
vearing respirators in those arcas ihat had been designated as 
yeepiretor areas. . L.arge, very visible signs designating respirator 
arcas weie in evzuence, 2s were three-color pazinted lines on the 
floor indicating that when the linc wes crossed the respirator must 
Le uveed. 1 am well aware that exh:p the plant spent a little 

#tra time clcaning Lefore 1 arr)ve hovever, I wves just as much 
5u"cssed with the attitudes of Loth Jonn Svdenstriclker and Achyles 
Eertloldo as 1 wes with the clcenliness of the plant. I related to 
thiem cur experience in the United States with asbestos-related 
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G ocaner L) attenpted to reinforoe the caccllont job SITH ijo- 
Peorent Iy you and youwr staff hove dene i edocating Lhem in the 
anbientos and health probloems., 

) of the Thermohuestos that leaves the liccgnebras plont 38 labeled 
with the appropriaste label. The azbestos coment produeels, houwever, 
vere ot Jaheled and 1 requested of John Sydenstirichker that the 
scime 1aliel be affixed to bays of asbestos cument Jeaving Lthe plant. 

John Sydenstyicker had set uvp meetings with both Dr. M. JT. Rollerberg 
¢nd Lr. Eernarado hedrilkow. Dr. Rellauberyg 3s a practicing chest 
Physician in Sao Faulo. He appears {0 be well versed in chest work 
Alihough he roadily adinits thal he js not an rxpert in asbestos- 
12)atled discases. Ke is familiar in a general way with the reasding 
of clicst X-rays. He routinely does pulmonrzry function studies, in- 
clvding FEV, &nd FVvC. He has a Collins unit in his office for making 
these determinations and is also familiar with the uvnits that we use 
here in the States primarily in our own plants--the Jones Pulinonar. 
dohn Sydenstricker is currently making arrangements for Dr. Rolleinberg 
to heve a space set aside at the plant where physical examinations 
can be rade, including the pulmeonary function studies. »2s soon as 
this is completied, every employe¢e with over one year's service will 
be civen a complete rhysical cxamination on an annval basis. 
Dr. Rernardo, vho 3s professor of occupational diseese at the locel 
rnedical sc¢hoel, has agreed -that he will Jook in on Dr. Rollemberg 
2nd be glad to =2ssist Dr. Rollemberg with any difficult probliems 
that he might encounter. . 

llaunehi as Contract Units 

John Sydenstricker and I accompenied Carlos Zebuvlum to 2 s) 
in Rio whexre employces of our contract units were installi: 
lJation in various places aboard ship. Thermobestos block & 
covering was being cut and sawed &nd blocked into place. Rlan 
yere being prepared in a small fab shop. The blankets vere cut 
{rum Zsberit esbestos cloth. They were being stuffed with handsivul 
of zmosite fiber, and other employces were sewing these amcsite 
blznkets. Housekeeping in this particuvlar shipyard was cenerally 
spcakine rather good. KHowever, the sccnes encountered both in 
the blanket shop and.during the actual installation of the Thermo- 
hestes were not different than I have scen in the dozens of ship- 
verds that I bhave visited in the Unitled States, Finland, Geimany, 
the United Kimgdom or Holland. ] 

In the aftiernoon, Jdohn and I accempaniced Cerlos to the larcest o0il 
1=finexry in Rrazil, Pelrodres, owned by the State. HKere employees 
of our contlract uniis vere insta2lling Thermobestcs on pipes, 
heilers, ete. The (ype of work dune here is identical te the work 
tone with Thernmobestios ten ycars aoo in ocur own refineries in the 
United States. 
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I have 10 avaron 1o bedicve that the hicalth ciaperience of there 
wcentycet wnit vaployees will be any Jers Gragic then Lhe auperi- 
cnee of the nen in this countyry vho for yrars performed the sane 
Antires. Vorking condilions are similar or identical «1d, therefore, 
ve nost realize that in due tine we will sce the same high percent- 
sue of ushestos-relaied diseascs in this population just es we are 
enconntering it in the United Stetles. Furthermore, it is also 
rescenabhle Lo assume that we may well be opcning ouvrselves Lo proc- 
uct Jizhidity svils €imilar to those vwe 2re now encountering by the 
Laeireeds in the United States. 

7hie two altcinatives for a =oluiljon Lo this prchlem that I sce at 
precent ere: (1) discentinuvance of our entire Thernowbestios opexa- 
tion including the Magncbhras plant and the conlraect units, or 
(2) a vraduval conversion in the next 18 to 24 mmonths of bolh the 
plant and the contract uvnits to Therimo-l2. In light of the fact ° 
that at least one competitor is now marketing an asbestos-free 
calcium silicate product, I think that we too could svccessfnlly 
d0 the szme and thercby eliminate this very large diseese e»pcsure 
10 our own ewployees, as well as the large exposvre {for product 
lizkbilitly from five to ten years {rom now. 

o s 
. W. B. Reitze 
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