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xf{k The girangements made by both the ITnternational Division
U here and ouvr ropyescentatives in Frz2il were especially good.
O © A1l the social amenitics were obscrved ond I Lelicve the (rip
’ was extremely worthwhile. Please convey my thanks (o all con-
( cerned with these arvangements.
Visit to Asherit

on ronday, I visited with Marcello Cattaneo and his staff at
the Asberit plant in Rio." Ye toured the plant including the
cards, twislers, braiders, wcavers, gasket operations, cservice
sheet, @nd Lthe balance-of their m2nufacturing locaticn. The
eshestos textile reminded me'a good dzal of "A" Building at
Lenville ten years ago. Asbestos fibers were visible in the
air in considerable guantities. They were attached to ihe
workers' clothing, their skin, and their hair. Asbestos {ibers
were not attached to the workers' shoes, becauvse most of the
workers were baiefootled. The only positive note was that nost
of the buildings possess large open windowless areaes so that
3ir can {reely blow through the bvildings. At various loceticis
they lave wali-mounted fans blowing sspirated moisture into the
Aair and also serving pretty well to keep the asbcstous fiiler dcus:
in circulation. The accurmulatied fiber from the textile onera-
.( . tion hengs in garlands from the overhead wires and pipes. In
certain areas some efforts have been made to install rather
primitive dust collection equipment. .
Vthile Marcello does not scem hostile to the idea of cleaning
vp the operation, I am not guite sure that he knows exactly hew
1{0 go about it. He says he is willing to spend money to correc:
conditions, but I don't guite believe he has been given a power
ful ewovgh stimulant to begin this cleanup in earnest.

1 met the young plant physician, who is extremely concerned
about the hcalth of the vworiers. He believes he has icdentific:
come discase among the workers and 2lso knows that the oparetic
2s is, will prroduce considerably more cCisease.
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Yhe s athoy laloght Jenvng engdneey vho b Leeny Yirved to vk on on-
virenteant ]l contral godhluis has Loeen cntacieedy Lusy scetting up the
nuw :031) bow d nochine operation.  Ne ceeus yather Lyight and will-
Jng, althouah hie is st a total Jocs when it cones Lo dust control
conipnent. He is wnfamildior with &)l the types nceded and the ef-
ficioncicrs of the various (ypes for a particular vrhage. 1 suygested
o luarceldlo that the young enygincer, who incidentally speaks English,
Le permitted to spend some Line in the United Stales, both visiting
oury esbuestios CP")nLjOHS and spending some time with Joe Goldfield's
sta1f. 1 &m not guile sure of vhat our contract arrangoments are
with Jvherit, but X be11eve it i1s our ohligastion (o fu:n:ch them any
&nd all assistance they neecd in Lhe Enviromnent.al Engineering Control
&)ca, as well as our own leallh, Safety and Environient area. | .

A1l cperations at nhsberit are Jdonme by hand. The blended acbeslos

is forke¢d by hend from Lthe storaye silos into the c&rds. This is

zn extrcecmely dusty operation. During my visit to the lkskerit plont

1 u:d not see one single re=p1zator be:ng ured. I reelize Lhat’'since
siockhol 3Ve no operat-
ng yesponsibility for it that we are somewhat handicapped in dcinal
ing =nvii1oninental Thecalth controls be brought vp to standard; hcwever,
1 feel just as strongly. that we do have a moral oblication to mzke
an effort 1o protect these vorkers. Please advise vhether you wovld
lide rue to draft a rather strongly worded letterxr to Marcello, which
most certezinly would be submitted to you first for review and edit-
ing, attempting 1o put the healih picture in perspective.

The plant marnager at Hagnebras,kchyles Eertoldo, es well &s John
Saucnstr;cker. shovld be congratulated on the progress thet they
hsve made in cleaning up this cperation in the last few months.
A Just control system has been instelled and is working. Obser-
veiicns at the <and;ng staticn and the trim saw indicate that there
should be little if any problem reimzining with asbestos dust in the
wcrkplace air. The charging stations, although not in use, would
appcer to have zcdeguate ventilation. They still need some 2adi-
taonal sheet metal enclesing, but the ventilation is in place, and
] feel rv:te confident Lhat these charging stations will certainly
e belew the S f/cc level and, in 21l probability, below 2 f/cc.
The Hounc,c—eoz ng in the plant was excellent. All employees were
vearing respirators in those arcas that had been designated as
yeepiretor a1cas. _lLarge, very visible signs designating respirator
arces weie in evidence, as were three-color painted lines on the
fioor indicating that when the linue wes crossed the respirator must
l.e weed. 1 am well aware that *exc:p the plant spent a little
¢:tra time clcaning Lefore 1 arrived; hovever, I was just a2s much
j;riecsgsed with the attitudes of Loth Jonn Svdenstriclker and Achyles
Eei1loldo as 1 vwes with the clcenliness of the plant. I related to
them cur experience in the United States with asbestos-related
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G ocaner Lo atteigpited to reinforoe the caeclleat jub oo Lt ijo-
Peorent Iy you and your staff hove dene i edocating Lhem in the
anlientos and health probloems.,

1Y of the Thermolbiestos that leaves the lizgnehiras pliont is labelord
with the appropriste lJabel. The azhestos coment products, houwever,
vere ot Jaheled and I requested of Jehn Sydenstiricker that the

scme 1aliel bhe affixed 1o bays of asbestos cument leaving the plant.

John Sydeastricker had set up meetings with both Dr. M. T. Rollenberg
¢nd Lr. Gernardo hedrilow. Dr. Rollenbery is a practicing chest
rhysician in Sao laulo. He appears (o be well versed in chest work
Alihovgh he readily adinits thal he js not an rupert in asbestos-
12)atled discihses. Ke is familiar in a general way with the reading
of clicst X-rays. MNe routinely does pulumorzry function studies, in-
clvding FEV, &nd FVvC. He has a Collins unit in his office for making
these determinations and is also familiar with the uvnits thaet we use
i here in the States primarily in our owun planis--the Jones Pulinonar.
Jdochn Sydensiricker is currently making arrangenents for Dr. Rollemberg
to heve a space set aside at the plant where physical exzminations
can be rade, including the pulmenary function studies. »2s soon &8s
this is completled, every employee wilh over one year's service will
be civen a complete physical cexamination on an annval basis.
Dr. Rernardo, vho 3s professor of occupational disecese at the locel
medjical scheel, has agreed -that he will look in on Dr. Rollemberg
@nd be glad Lo =assist Dr. Rollembherg with any difficult probiems
~that he might encounter. A

ll'agnebhyas Contract Units

John Sydenstriclker and 1 accompenied Carles Zebuvlum to a2 sh
in Rjo whexre employces of our contract units were instasllir
Jation in various places sboard ship. Thermobestos bliock &
covering was being cut and sawed #nd blocked into place. Rlank
yere being prepared in a small fab shep. The blankets vere cut
frum zsberit esbestos cloth. They were being stuffed with handsivl
of zmeosite fiber, and other employees were sewing these emcsite
blznkets. Housekeeping in this particular shipyard was cenerally
spcaking rather good. However, the sccnes encountered both in

the blanket shop and.during the actual installation of the Thermo-
hestes were not different than 1 have scen in the dozens of ship-
verds that I bave visited in the Unitled States, Finlend, Geimany,
the United Kingdom or Holland. .

In the afternoon, Jdohn and 1 acceompanicd Cerlos to the larcest oil
1=finexry in Rrazil, PelroBres, owned by the State. Kere employees
of our contract uniis were installing Thermobestics on pipes,
heilers, ete. The Lype of wvork dune here is identical te the wvork
tone with Thernmobestios ten ycars aoo in our own refiperies in the
United States.
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I have 10 avaron 1o bedicve that the hicalth cioperience of theee
wcentycet wnit vaployees will be any Jers Gragic then Lhe auperi-
cnee of the nen in this countyy vho for yrars performed the sane .
Antirs. Vorking conditlions are similar orxr identical &nd, therefore
ve nost realize that in due tine we will sce the same high percent-
sue of ushestos-relaied diseascs in this population just es we are
enconntering it in the United Stetles. Furthermore, it is also
rescenabhle Lo assume that we may well be opcning ouvrselves Lo procé-
uct Jiahidity svils €imilar to those vwe 2re now encountering by the
Laeireeds in the United States.

7lie two asltcanatives for a =o6lulion to this problem that I sce ot

precent ere: (1) discentinuvance of our entire Thernobesios opexa-

tion including the Magncbhras plant and the conlraect units, or

(2) a uvuradval conversion in the next )8 to 24 months of bolh the

plant and the contract vnits to Therimo-l2. In light of the fact °

{ that at least one competitor is now marketing an asbestos-free
calcium silicate product, I think that we too could svccessfully
70 the szme and therceby eliminate this very large diseese exxpcsure
{0 our own employees, as well as the large exposure for product
lizlility from five to ten years {rom now.
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