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vYour letter of hecember 29, 1971 to ¢,i. Tarker has heen
referred to mn.

‘/

You inquirc as to cowpany policy regardina labelina of
asbestos-conteining insnlation materials manufactured in
the United States and shipred to a location outside of
Horth America. Corpany policy would roflect bton level
decisions based on combined leaal and Lusiness advice
and recovmnudations, T have not beep infeorvrmed at to a
conmany nalicvy boaring directly on your roinstion,

The United Finadom has specific legislation dealine with
fﬂ\ the problems of asbestos. I have been furnikhed with a
copy of The Ashestos Requlations 1969 which, in turn, is
applicable to certain locations subject to the Factories
Act 1961. I Jdo not have a copy of the latter statute.
To date, no renuest has been received to have an cxamina-
tion made of U.%. law or of the law of anv other foreian
country hcaring on the subiject. In viev of the numher
of countries involved to which asbestos iber and products
containinn asbestos. fiber are shipped, and in view of the
number of lecal contexts in which a quastion miaht arise,
examination in any one or more' foreiun countries could
involve substantial legal expense. Upon receipt of a
request to do so, I shall be glad to have investiaations
made wherever desired.

In addition to specific leaislation, aquestions of general
law may well exist under the lecal svgtoms obtaining in
most of the foreian market areas. This would be true in
Loth common law and civil laws countries. Tnvestiaations
in these ficlds would, of course, entail further lecal
expense.

In view of the above, it bas becen the position of the Leqgal
Department that appropriate caution lohels should be used
vherever annlicabhle. Obviously, such a nosition will
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il necessarily involve substantial business questiona. I
’ have not been advised recently as to the huainess position
on these questions. However, I note from J.L. Fischer's

, lettor to L. forrentino dated December 9, 1271, a copy :
fe of which is enclosed with your letter, that D, Poutiatine

has advised that the Asbestos Fiber Division has a policy

that asbestos fiber shipments to the U.K. area should not’

contain a varning label. I have not been Informed whether

such a policy has been established following full advice

as to applicable law,

In view of the above, 1 do not feel in a ponition to answer
your specific question. .It is possible for me to note
rerely that, bhased upon preliminar{ leqgal advice .and general
principles of law, it is the position of the Legal Depart-

ment that export shipments should bear appropriate caution
labels.

- Please advise if I may be of further asaistance.

(0

W.P.S. Breese

~ ' "cot F.L. Pundsack ~ Rescarch & Engineering Center <ﬂE—-§ﬁ§&{
ro : L. Sorrentino - J~M Intl., New York )
: ¥.L. Fischer ~ J~M Intl., New York
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