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ASBFSTOS FIBER 
U.G. AND CANADIAU SUTPMENTS TO TH T1.K. 

AREA AND VUROPY 

Your letter of becerber 29, 1971 to €., Tarker has heen 
raferred to mn, 

‘/ 

You inquire as to cowpany policy regnardina labelina of 
asbestos-conteining insnlation materials manufactured in 
the United States and shipped to a location outside of 
Horth Anerica. Corpany policy would reflect top level 
decigions based on combined leaal and Lusiness advice 
and recovmendations,., T have not beep inforred an to A 
corinany molicv baaring directly on your reinastion, 

The United Finadom has specific legislation dealine with 
the problemn of asbestos. I have been furnirhed with a 
copy of The Asbestos Requlations 1969 which, in turn, is 
applicable to cerxtain locations subject to the Factories 
Act 1961. I .do not have a copy of the latter statute. 
T'o date, no renuest has been received to heve an cxamina- 
tion made of U.%., law or of the law of anv other foreinn 
country hcaring on the subject. In view of the numher 
of countrieca involved to which asbestos fiber and products 
containina asbestos. fiber are shipped, and in view of the 
number of lecal contexts in which a quastion miaht arise, 
examination in any one or nore foreiugn countries could 
involve substantial legal expense. Upon receipt of a 
request to do so, I shall be glad to have investiaations 
made wherever desired. 

In addition to specific leaislation, aquestions of general 
law may wcll exist under the lecal svgtoms obtailning in 
most of the forelan market areas. Thig would be true in 
Loth common law and civil laws countries. Tnvestiaations 
in these ficlds would, of course, entail further leaal 
expense. 

In view of the above, it bas becn the position of the Leqgal 
Department that appropriate caution labels should be used 
vherever annlicahle. Obviously, such a nonition will 
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necessarily involve substantial business questionas., I 
have not been advised recently as to the hwuainess position 
onh these questions. However, I note from J.L. Fischer's 
lettor to L. forrentino dated Decemher 9, 1271, a copy . 
of which is enclosed with your letter, that I, Poutiatine 
has advised that the NAsbestos Fiber DLivision has a policy 
that asbestos fiber shipments to the U.K. area should not’ 
contain ' a wvarning label. I have not heen informed whether 
such a policy has been established following full advice 
as to applicable law. 

In view of the above, I do not feel in a poisition to answer 
your specific question. . It is possible for me to note 
neraely that, bhased upon preliminarf leqal advice .and ageneral 
principles of law, it is the position of the Legal Depart- 
ment that export shipments should bear sppropriate caution 
labels. 

Please advise if I may be of further assistance, 

(U 
W.P.S. Dreesgse 

L. Sorrentino - J~M Intl., New York 
JL. Fischer -~ J-M Intl., MNew York 

oL PYNIRSACK 
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