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In a ·1rry r-.::c,nt dec1s1o!l, Burns v. Tl:.e Ir.duatria.l 

C·-:::•.1·;:;~,)'1 1 }55 Ill. 602, ~r.e f-,~;nre Cou:::t o! Ill1no1a re-

j, ct to ~,.c p:c·rii.::>'.s of flec!ion 2 of said Occupational 
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•:::-::,1r-::,r.)·;o c:1(;:ricnls, r::1::erl:.ls, or other s1.:bste.nces. • 

Bo·.1v:a,::- 1 s Li\":'f Dictior.a:ry defines poison to be •any 

sutst1nce, :.h~c:i, ~!:en ta~er. into the living organism, is 

Sted.::-,:-::'s ~'.,d1cal D~ctior.a.ry defines poison to be· 

"ar.y s1.:bst1~:ce :.:iich, .,.hen ta:-.en intc, the body, is injurious 

Tl:.e substa.:.ces alle;ed to ta,:e been l:.an:iled. by 

plaint if~, <".:11! to l":!:ich :.e ::as e~poaec., a::1d d'?a1;:-:at{.d by 

him in h:s ~i1u cJ-::pl~:nt to be "danirroustt and "deleterioua 

or ccecatlon of fucction,• ~articularly in the light of the 

illnesses and di,,eases ~:iich the plaintiff says they caused. 

Fara.::-,,ph (b) of Se-ct1cn 15 of the Occupational 

D1scaoea Act (~a:-a:r~;h 199 of Chapter 4a of Cnllag!:an 1 a 

Ill1r.o1s Statu•es, Ac::otatcd) prov1d~n: 

This ~~~ivi•lon (b) of thiu section ehall 
r.pply FtU'.~r:,:';ic"!.1ly ~:-ul wi!hout election to all eo­
ployccs a:d c,~lcy~rs ;~;~3ed in t~e occ~~ations 
rt=fc:,r1...ti t'J !n ccc:11jn 2 of th1 !l .~ct. ~;o c~· .. r.on l~• 
or o!d~ i~t•r/ .ri:,;l-.t ~'=> _·c:o-;-e:· tl·.•~c.;·~a for t:1jury or 
de,1th G-.,~~:!.1.?:c:d '::•y ~ny c·:.,:-1J.o;;e.? by ::-e.:.c-::,:, o! an occu­
pet1on1l fi~e~Le erisi~s cut of ~nd in t~e couroe of 
h1s e-:-_;:,loy::•]nt in o:.e or !'!'.Q:-o of t:.e occ.:p?.tions 
referrrcd to 1n c-::cti0n 2 of .:hi3 Act, ot~icr the.n the 
co·:.pc-.·c.';;_r;-1 :. :r:ln ,,:ovlc•,,!, i:;hnll be f.,a1lable to 
any ee~l0)~~ d'.o ~s cc:~:?d ty t~e prov1s1c,ns of this 
ou~'11•J1 siv:1 ('-..l) ,_,:· t:-!:'j s;r:t!cn, to c.ny O?!e 1;holly or 
i:arti nl ly c ·;:, ,: : c::.t ·,_;,--:n r ~n, t!-ie lei;al r·.prescntat1 ·;es 
of !":1!; ,.,;:,~ .. ::.:.r~, er ~.-ry •):-.~ ,:,~: er·.-.:i.ne er:titlt:d to r~co\fer 
~::.~ ... ~:t:!l :er c-'1 1!",J'J!'::. 71-t: c-:-,:--r,c-.n:--tion he;:-cin Jiro-
v!d~d t,-.·::: tr- ... ,~h-: 'I.! :,:;"-\:.c:r..i::s of t:11s r.;.'..lb.!1v.inion 
(t) of •.··-.! 3 ,_,,,:t!.· ~, c: ,;-,ll. ':--] t::~ full, cc:-::,1.-,to and 
o:-ly ::-.~::.~ .. i"'~ of 1·..: .... ;.,:"':S!~1l1ty o-:' ~:-:.y c~:.:,lc.:,·er e::,;~ged 
1~ ~~1 of t~c c~~- ~--·~i~~s r~ftrr~d !o in ~tcti~n 2 of 
',):1 B .\ct. 
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D~f(. .. c!ant tbe::-efore urt.:!'S that it a;,;,ea:-a !rora said 

ce:::::;,laiot tr.at ;,lair.tiff sue& for dir.a'oility c!t:e to all!.'t:ld 

occ1.:;:itio:-:,l di~~r.::e incurrt:d in ";,recess of :.e.nu~acture 

or la'::ior in -.~hich poiso~.ct:s cl,P:i:icals, miner!.ls, or other su'tl­

F°tc.nc~e a:-e t:ct'd or J-:ar:jled 'o;· the e!!.ployeee -n.e=eof 1n '1-.e.r:ciful 

2 of the Occu~a~ior.al Dls~asco Act of the Sta~e o~ lll1uoia; 
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