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82 :0,(0:,.CTHL\" 1-\llOlt 1a:vn:w . r Pulmonary Disease Caused by Aabestoa Dust l 
r:THE extraction and manufacture of asbestos invol\"es the constilnt I r exposure of the workers to asbestos dust. The long fihers ,,r 

asbestos are used in the textile industry for the manufacture of do1t. 
braid, rope, theater curtnins, and for finishing pistons for ste111~ 
engines, and the shorter fihers are used in the mnnufacture of felr. 
paper, cardboard, varnishes, cements, and rubber tires. Asbe!ltos i., 
also used as an electrical insulator, in the manufacture of till'--, 
planks, paneling, and e:-cterior co,·ering for buildin~. mnttre:.~«'•. 
beat-insulating glo,·es, firemen's clothes, laboratory equipment. et,·. 
Its use has grown rapidly in the put 20 years and the fact th:1t 1111 
processes from e::ictraction onward in,ol\"e a considernble hazarri. 
makes essential the instllllation of efficient exhaust systems ,lnu 11., 
introduction of other snfety measures. 

• 

A digest of an article in a recent issue of Tubercle, published in th,• 
Bulletin of Hygiene, London, December, 1029, gives the results .. r " 
study of the cliniclll and rad.iolocical record of 15 Cllses of pulmonury 
aabestosis occurring among workers in an 11Sbestos factory. 
· The dust from asbestos produces a form of pneumonoconiosi,; ... r 
which the principal symptom is dyspnea (difficult or labored breath• 
ing), accompanied in most cnses by a cyanosis in which the skin ~·· 
sumes a slightly leaden hue. The chest exp.rnsion may be reduct•d t•• 
one inch or even less but cou!?h and expectoration are usuoll,\· n,,1 
present to any grent extent. The physil'nl si!?Tl~ are a bilateral pul• 
monary fibrosis attacking the bases of the lungs nnd, as frerpu•ntl~· 
happens in cases of silicosis, pulmonary tuLerculo,;is may sup,•:-\·cra" 
and modify the clinical picture. 

In regard to the X-ray ticclings, the artide stnte-. that the--
Most noticeable fe:\ture of the ski:iirr:im is the prc5<'11ce vf •h:uluw~ ~•11;:.r~••" •:" 

diffuse dbro:111 of the lu"·er tt\"o-thmls of the lu111r~. The fi11e gro,11111•.:i., • 
quality of the 1h:i.dows is note\\·o~th • ar.d the brunchi:il ~tri:ttlums m:iy 11.1·o1• ~ 
cob,reblike appe:i.r:i.nce to the fib A.• th<••c stri:ttwns r:\,liate out" :u·rl '.r ·:. 
the lung roots they cut the erl~e o the c:mli:\c sh:idow, es('lec1:illy on t!i•: :. ,; 
aide, giving & ah:iggy appe:i.ra,nc,s as iI the hc:irt \\ ere e11c:iscd in cu:1r,1: !, . 1 

When more definite muttling is prc,ent it lark:1 the c,,ar•c qu:ility se1:11 i1: r,.­
lkiagrama of other forms of p11eumt111tlco11in•i,. Other k:1turc1 :i.re s11c:is l•f _,,.1 
b&l&l pleuriay obliteration of costo-phrenic :\nglc, thic:k1:11111g of the :1µ1 J 
pieura[ cap. Post murtem, the di:i.i;nci•tlc feature \\':lirh scn·c"' to distinl!111,h 1' • 
condition from other forms of pneumnnoco11iu11s is tl,e prc.cncc in tloe h11·::• ,-' 
golden yellow foreign bu,lics \\'Ith :.l·stmc11tcd uutlin~ :iuri c:lulilJcd l·xtrl·1u1t:l'­
beari11g a 1uperfic1~l resemlJl:i.oce to m111ute c:rustaccan i•Jm1,. --------------------------------
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