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82 MONTHLY LALOR KEVIEW

HE extraction and manufacture of asbestos involves the constant
exposure of the workers to ashestos dust. The long fihers of
asbestos are used in the textile industry for the manufacture of ela,
braid, rope, theater curtains, and for finishing pistons for steam
engines, and the shorter fihers are used in the manufacture of felr,
paper, cardboard, vamishes, cements, and rubber tires. Asbestos i
also used as an electrical insulator, in the manufacture of tiles,
lanks, paneling, and exterior covering for buildinss, mattresse..
eat-insulating gloves, firemen's clothes, laboratory equipment. et
Its use has grown rapidly in the past 20 years and the fact that il
processes from extraction onward involve a considerable hazard.
makes essential the ipstallation of efficient exhaust systems and the
introduction of other safety measures.

A digest of an article in a recent issue of Tubercle, published in the

Bulletin of Hygiene, London, December, 1929, gives the results of a
study of the clinical and radiological record of 15 cases of pulmonury
asbestosis occurring among workers in an asbestos factory.
* The dust from asbestos produces a form of poneumonoconiosis. of
which the principal symptom is dyspnea (difficult or labored breath.
ing), accompanied in most cases by a cyanosis in which the skia a--
sumes a slightly leaden hue. The chest expansion may be reduced t»
one inch or even less but couzh and expectoration are usually nw
present to any great extent. The physical siens are a bilateral pul-
monary fibrosis attacking the bases of the lungs and, as frequently
happens in cases of silicosis, pulmonary tuberculosis may supervene
and modify the clinical picture.

In regard to the X-ray findings, the article states that the—

Most noticeable feature of the skiagram is the presence of shadows siygzesr za
diffuse fibrosis of the lower two-thirds of the lungs. The fine ground-cic
quality of the shadows is notevorthy and the brunchial striations may xt:e s
cobweblike appearance to the ﬁlg.; As the-e striations rudiate outward fr
the lung roots they cut the edge of the curdinc shiadow, especially on the - b

side, giving a shaggy appearance as if the heart were encased in coarae o1
When more definite mottling is present it lacks the coar<e quality secn in ti-

r rPulmonary Disease Caused by Asbestos Dustq

- skis of other forms of pueumonnconiosis. QOther fcaturcs are signs of v}
basal plet

eurisy, obliteration of costo-phrenic angie, thickemng of the apt
pieural cap. Post mortem, the diagnostic feature waick serves to distingm:ht'e
condition from other forms of pneumnnoconivsts is the presence in the lurgs

lden yellow foreign budies with seamented outline and clubbed extremities
g:aring s superficial resemblance to nunute crustacean furis.

t Intarnational Labor Office. Occupatinn aad Ifealth Drochiure No. 20, Gugesa, L2,

fun2)
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