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T“E EURGFEAN PARLIA GENT soc.an/n 

WOTION FOR A RESOLUVION Off THE REALIN RAZANOS OF ASDESTOS 

Ihe Furopean Parliament, Havisyg regord to ... elc, 

' COMMENTS OF INE 

P 3 e Fil1 4 

E.E.C. ADVISORY COMIMITTEE 

OF THE ALA. 1. Welcomes the effort being made by the Commiasion In the field 
of study and research into the effects of ssbesios on human 
henith; 

2. considera, however, tha' sufficient evidence haw wceumulated 3. by Iniluting on conclustons to be drawn siresdy, the motion to show that asbestos presents a danger bolh to workery in scema to ivish to anticipate the findings of the working groups the asbestos industry sad to those uxposed n other sltuations snd comunittees who are, at present, studying this evidence and that It 1 time to draw conclusions from this evidence; (D.G. 1, D.G V and others). See Appendix § 2, 

3. stresses that asbestos Is a carcinogen; 3. curcinogenic effect is atiributed nowadays to about 3,000 
subsinnces. Ashestos, when used without the necesssry pre- 
caulions, presents this danger as well, snd must, hence, be 
used correctly, 

4. emphesizes that all variciies of asbestos In uss In the Community 4. It is not disputed that ali_variviies have b th can present a danger to human heallh; this risk, but this fe only the case when respirable asbestos 
STMETAUST;” which may be produccd when asbestos is used 

without the necessary precautions, is inhuled in harmiful 
quantities. There is no conclusive evidence of risk Irom 
Ingestion, See Appendix 44, ) 

3. endorses the visw thst further research Into dose/elfect S. the suggestcd research is going on very actively, As regards relationships 1s necesssry; since as yet no agreement can the existence of a "safe levul of exposure”, it must be kept in be found e to whether & “safe level of exposure” exists; mind that cases of asbestos cancer appesring todsy are caused 
by working conditions 2 to 48 years sgo, when concenirstiona 
of respirable asbesios fibre sre known to have been very snuch 
higher thon they are today. See Appendix § S, 

6. callis for the seiting, st Community level, of temporay limits and 6. most of the Member States have already adupted, following the relevant measuringmethods based on the evsluation of example of the U, K., s Lunit bused on the available medical the carcinogenic risk. Such limits must he regularly reviewed facts. Thia himit should obviously be kept under review in the by the competent suthorities; : light of aew medical evidence, 
It is sgiced Wiat It is ewsenticl to standardize methods of 
measurement. 

7. «calls for » ban on crocidolite in sll Memb States; 7. opiaivn in the medical world is not usanimous that crocidolite 
is more dungcrous then any other variety of asbestos Further- 
more, thare are somne applicutions where the use of crocidoifte ._/ 
s essential and where ft cun be uaed under adequately controlled 
conditiony. Sce Appendix § 7, 

8. calls for a ban on the spraying of ssbestos tn all Menber 8. the industry sgrecs that asbestos should not be used iIn applications States; 
vhere the control of respirable ssbestos fibres fs difficult to 
ensure undor aurtrl operating conditions. Asbestos spraying 
has been abanduncd already fn some Member States. 

LR T I T LT T U P e e g ey s e gy R R R T o R e e ot ) el At 't v 

Asbestos International Association E.E.C. Advisory Council Comments on the European Parliament's Asbestos Res…
ACL Doc 12916 · Page 2 of 7

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/12916/2

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/12916/2


#
5G

62
00

-la
n

s-
00

0 
L A

SR
O

N
-D

IN
ED

 

66
52

0 
W

H
r 

LUNOPEAN PARLIAREYT - HOTIOH tOR A WLLOLUTION un Tde 

ULALTH HAZARDS OF ASRLS10S 
CORRLINS OF THE E.E.C. ADVISORY CUMMITTEE OF THE A.I.A. 

Council Directive of 27 July 1918 on the approximation of the laws, regulations sud sdministrative provisions of thy Membor 
States reinting to restrictions on the markoting end use of 
esrtain dangarous substances snd preparations; 

1% calls for ihe compulaory mstahment in all Member States, where 9. the indusuiy iully undersiands the necd for appropriate dug} .y, 
' asbentos Is huadied, of Lilters designed to reduce tho cuncentra- extraction cquipnient designed to reduce the concents ation tion of asbestos particles in the air, of 1espuable wsbestos fibie in work places It has slready 

devoted aubstantial capitad ivestment for this purpose. 
The regulativns already enforced in most Member States 
spectly the provision of such equipment ss an obligation, 

10. invites the Commission to review with a view lo harmonization, 10, the andustry conswlers it to be desirable that the criteria the pravisions of the Momber States with regard 1o compensa . for assessmy divability due 1o astesios exposure should be tion for asbeostos related diseases; consistent among all Member States. With regard to com- 
pensation, the whole systemn of soclal insurance wouid need 
to be harmonized 1n order to achieve consistency, 

1t. mvies the Commission to make a sunilar review of current 11, the induetry sgrees in principle with the need for consistency legislation relating to safety in the asbestos ndustry also in safety regulations. Most Momber Stutes have Alrcady with & view to harmonization; sdopted regulations which are to & considerable extent consistent 
fn their requirements. The indusicy considers that adequale 
and harmonized regulations should be sdopled throughout the 
commuuity, 

12, hopes that the proposal for s direciive on misleading sdver- 12, the Ashcestas Indusicy 1s a responsible industry and is in fovour tising promised Ly the Commiasion will contain provisions ol unbiascd Information of its empioyces and of the general to protect the public fromn the type of irresponsible sdvertising public. As such, it has Lad to defend itself sgainst biased campaign that has been launched concerning asbestos in some sttacks, based on exagerated or false statements. Evidence Member States; 
can be producced to confirm that informastlon given was checked 
with imparual and eapert sources. It can also be stated with 
confidence that the Lidusiry hus taken s very responsible stti- 
tude In providing technical advice on dust measurement, tech- 
nical controls of dust and work practices dosigred for the pro- 13. tinsists on the right of all members of the population to tection of the health of workers. A number of publications unbissed information, particularly in svess such us pubhic by the Indusicy have been g i snd r ded by National health; 
and Internutional organisations, such as the I.L.O, 

§N. cslls for a Community-wide information campsign to be 4. the industry has not been inactive in this field. The A LA, . intlinted to inform the public in & rational manner of the H for ity part, has the same objective in view and would wel- ‘ sdvantages and disad ges ted with the use of . ! come the opporiunity to harmonize its action with the ona H asbesios; ! the motion calls for. However, it feels that ths Government 1 
H organiuations in each country can best decide how and In . : ' which manner it can promote appropriate information. . 

See Appendix ¢ )4. 

.13, calls upon the commission to include osbustos In Annex [ ll., the study of these points by the working groups engaged In thess + of the Council Directive of 27 June 1967 concerning the 16." problems (D.G. il and othars) ia already in an sdvanced state, spproximation of the laws, regulations and sdministrative 
provisions relsting to the classification, packaging and . 
labetling of dangerous substances; f 

16, calls upon the Commission to nclude ssbesios In the Avnnex of ' 
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LURGPLAN PARLIAMENT -~ MNOTION FOR A RESULUTION ON 1NE 

GEALTH HAZARDS OF ASoLiTOS 
COMMENTS OF THE E.R.C. APVISONY COMMITTEE 0{ TI'I'C'“{‘! A 

11, consuders that every effort should Le made to Jevelop safe 
substitutas for sabestos snd thot, as these subslilulvd becume 
svailsble, the use of ssbestos shiould Le gradually phased ouy; 
where safe substitutes siready exist, the use of asbestos should 
be forbidden; 

17, it will nut he possible to prove the safety of replacement pro- 
ducts in & shorl iume, as very litie is knowa about the long- 
term effects of exposut e to such new products. For ashestos, 
the consequences of exposure sre underulood and esfe methads 
of working liave beeu developed, whereas the effects of exposurs 
to replacement producis sre still to bs experienced. The use 
of asbustos should only bo restricted in cases where escape 
of fibres in a high dust concentration cannut be prevented, 

urges the Commission to spuneutr tesearch into the development 
of wafe sud practical substilutes for asbestos, privrily being 
given to subsiltutes for asbestos applicstions preseatly juvolving 
high exf e risk 10 ssbestos fibres; 

those applications of asbestos, for which it hss been found im- 
practicable (o devise effictent control of dust, have alceady been 
replaced to a considerable extent Ly alternaiive materials, 

19, invites de Commission 1o include the siting of ashestos faclories 
and waste dumps amonyg the projects for which ¢nviromnental 
impsact assessment could be used; 

the location of such sites is already done in most Member States 
on the basiu of their pussible impact on the environment. The 
industry le In favour of such measurss for new factocies of sil 
kinde and for systematic moaitoring of existing plants. 

20, calis therefore on the Commission ‘o lay down ss soun e 
possible, safely standards in work places where ssbestos 
18 handled, that are binding on all the Member States, 

20 - in most Member States regulativns siready exist. In thoss 
couniries where they do not, we sgree that rules for safely 
should Le speedily fntroduced, having dus regard to technical, 
sconomical and soclal jmplicstions, 

3. tavites the Commission to take steps to ensure that smoking 
ts prohibited whever ssbestos ix handied. 

the Industry sgrees with the desirsbility of discouraging 
cigarctie smoking, but is doudtful of the practicability of 
s prohibition, 

2. recommendy Wit the Comnmission maie full use of the work being 
done by the European Foundation for the lmprovement of Living 
and Working Conditions particularly concerning salely in the 
workplsce; 

. the industry agrees that sny relevant informstion should be 
ulilised, There sre meny well established and petent 
wrgsnisma of which full use should be mado, 

3. instructs fts President to forward this resolution snd the report 
of its committen to the Council and Commussion of the Evrof san 
Communities, snd for information, to the Economic sad Soclsl 
Committes. 

23, No comment. 
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APPENDIX TO TUE COMMENTS OF THE 

’ ' E.E C. ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF C8 e 

TUE ASBESTOS INTENNATIONAL, ASSOCIATION 

» 

In Europe, Commission working groups under Direclorstes 1] and V wnd the Environment and Consumers' Protection Service are studying the pro- 
blems of asbestos under various headings : ' 

(1) macketing amd use ! 
Ll 

(2) htalth and sefety in the workplace 

(3) ciassification snd labelling 

{4} proposul for a directive on toaic and dangerous waste 

(3) public health risks ! 

In the UK the Advisory C ittee on Asbestos Is idering in great depth and with & balanced respoasibility the dical and sclentific evid 
wh!ch is avsilable, This Commiitee gave sll Interested porties the opportunity to present evidence and information in support of their viewpoint, 

dati sre expected at any iime, 

Morcover, the inedical world slong with the Industry have slready started ten years ago drawing conclusions from this evidence: the 18§93 UK 
ssbestlos regulations were » direct resuit of tusl {rom evid availuble at that time, and EEC member stsies have in the mesniime followed, 

in order to assess correctiy the real size of tho potential riaks, it is essential to realise that these risks exist only when respireble dust is crested. 

There is no conclusive evidence of risks through contact wilth the skin or even through ingcstion, The health hazards arise from a totally different 
form of exp . pared with ly known toxic chenical substances : asbestas ls not a polson, 

The mere presence of asbestos in a workplece or In a product fs not a eufficlent condition for the existence of health hszsrds, Only when present 
under the condition of AIRDORNE RESPIRADLE DUST ts there a positive health hezard, 

Hence, the risks cau be eliminsted by preventing asbestos flbres (rom becoining sirborne, . 

Thiz 18 the case In most ashiestos conutnln( finlshed products In present day use, and particulerly in those prndncu, such as asbestos-cement, 
whers the {ibres sre substantislly "locked In", ; 

When respirable asbestos {ibre (s likely to be created {by handling of purh f(ibre, manufucturing processes, or pr ing ol ssbest taint r 
materials), sliiecrnative work methods {wet process [or instance) or dust Qnrlcuon equipment can prevent the dust particles from becoming .lrhoflu. 

0 1 

4 

It does not seen to be sdequately understood that diseases fated with exp e (o respirable asbestos flbre relate to Iite of facture 
and use usually 20 to 40 yesrs ago. Conditions today In most factories of EEC member countries are entirely different but the effect of these im- 
proved conditions will only be sppareat with the passsge of thine, This is due to the long latent period between the onset of exposurs and the momaent 
the disesse appears. 

I 
it is not questioned that it is Indeed almost Impossible lo determine a theoritically "safe" level below which NO effect cun be produced in the strict 
biological sense, Many apecialists however bellcve in the posuibiiity to set & PRACTICAL lhimit, below which the risk could become statisticelly 
scceptable, . 
in view of the dose-respouse relationalup, studles have been golug on for many years in mony member stales, 

The Industry Ntly agrees with the “nccesnity for further rescearch” the motlon calls for, since it continues to sponsor resescch such as it has been 
undertaking In collsborstion with government snd other inatitutions for mnny years, 

. t ; 
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The indiscrinunate banning of crockdulite is considered unjustified, PR 
The assocration of lung cancer and mesvthehioina with crocidolite is related to inadequutely controlied use in the past, resulting In' high' dust concen- tration and, consequently high doses of exposure, even for persons exposed for relalively short periods. 
There Is no rehable evidence that concentratiuns of the hind likely to occur under present day conditions and with present dsy uses will give vise to such cascs. As for the assertion thal mesothulioma is invariubly linkud with exposure (o asbestos {explanatory statement to the motion 1V, 1) and especially 1o crocidolite {explanatory stutement IV, 13), there is evidence from authoriative medical sources that this is not irue, U all eprdemiological studics, a proportion varyiag from 13 to 25% of the ceses rovicwed, were unreinled to wvsbestos expasures, even after the most persistent enquiries, 

. 
Very recent data from Turkey would appear to confirm that mesothclioma can gccur without any exy ¢ {0 asbestos. Falling to recognise thie has induced acieniists In erroenous interpretation of riesothelioma cases, 
For slmost anybudy living In developed or developing countries, evidence of some minuts exposure to asbestos cen he traced, This exposure, no . natter how small or short it was, has then linmediately been blamed as the sole responsible for the disease, 
Such cases were than considered as proof of the view that even the slightest exposurs can csuse the disease, 
It now seems clear that mesothelioma may siso be atiributed to other, hitherto unsuspected or unrecognised substances to which the victims have been exposed in the course of thewr life, 

On the other hand, the example can be quoted of a Dutch asbestos-cement factory, which started opersting in 1837, and where crocidolite has now been processed for & long as 40 years, with adequate protective equipment. The Natlonal Health Jnspectorsie recently confirmed that not a single case of asbest nor thol hius shown up among the workers of this plant, Similer experience has been reported Irom a factory in the UK. 

For certain specialised uses, in particular in the facturiag of ssbest t pipes, crocidolite fs an sssential raw malerial for which no replacement Is yet in sight. Hs use Is vital as well for the production process ss lor the quality of the end product, which s submitied to sxtremely severe operations] siresses, 

In addition, due to the particular nature of this manufscturing process (wet process), I lends itself very well to preventive messures which make 
It an ercellent examplc of safe use of asbestos. . 

Initlatives for Informativn of : 

= the personnel employed in the manufacturing industry, 
= the interinediates who sell, process or instail ashestos containing goods, 
= the public who & fita by the protection or services offcred by these goods 

have been taken by the individusl brsnches of the asbestcs ind y. backed by expert institutions such se, for inst . the Asbestosis R ch Councl, i 
Publications reco ding safe hods of work, and explaining the reasons why precsutions must te taken, have been made svailsble for products 
of almost every branch of this indusiry, und are currently kept up to date, 
Diftusion of veliable informsation on the subject of ssbestos is oue of the chief preoccupstions of the ASHBESTOS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
and of its national branches within the EEC : 

- the "ASDESTOS INFOHMATION CENTRE" in the UK., 

« the "CHAMURE SYNDICALE DE L'AMIANTE" in France, 

« the "WIRTSCHAFTIVERBAND ASHEST” snd the "WIRTSCHAFTSVERBAND ASBESTZEMENT” in Germsay, 
- the "DANISH ASBESTOS INFORMATION GROUP" in Denmark, 

« the "IRISH ASBESTOS COUNCIL" o lreland 

- the "COMITE D'INFORMATION DE L'AMIANTE" in Benelux, 

The A LA, for its part, has presently in preparation a series of “GuidesTM on various aspecis of the ssbestos problem, for the prepsration of 
which all knowledge avellable st ihis time hss been taken into consideration, 

o 
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# 17, The long latent period between exposure to harmful dust snd the appcarance. of the effect (13 yesrs or more) makes it extremely doubtful whether 
sbsolute safetly can be claimed for any new dJdeveloped [ibre designed to replece aabestos. 

The lack of & sufficiently long obscrvation perind makes prediclions sa to the effcct on human health of substitutes much more unreliable than the 
known ellecis of exposure to respirsble asbestos fibre, which have Leen studled for aseveral decades, 

It is now believed that the effect on the Jungs of respirable asbeston is not due 1o the chemical composition of this materisl, but to the phyvsicsl 
characteristics of these dust particles (fibre-shape and dimensions), which make them readily inhalsble and a0 csuse subsequent damage to the 
fung tissue, 

On this assumption therefore, any fibrous subelance containing or giving rlec to dust particles of similar ahape and size, is likely to produce the 
same elfect ay exposure to respirable sabestos fibre, 
The prevection messures for the ssfe use of these substitutes would than have to be tdentical to those safe working with ssbestos ... 
As long as no conclusive evidence is avallable on lhie ssfety of respirable flbrouy dust other than asbestos, it would seem fllogical 10 substitute 
a known but controllable hazard for the unknown, 

Substitute materiale have already been developed for a number of asbestos contalning products, particularly in the fleld of thermsl insulstion, 
aithough the long term effect of the use of wuch substances is a8 yel unknown, Substitution of asbuntos in the most reraining products, where 

tachnical di 

there is no comparsble history of risk to hesith, would bo difficult technically and would entail serious econamic ns well s £ 

HEV/JB. 
V8, I8, 
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