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THE EURGFEAN PARLIARENT socov/m

WOTION FOR A RESOLUTION O THE NEALTI NAZAROS OF ASDESTOS

f
Ihe Furopean Parllament, Havieg regord to ... elc,

Welcomes the effort being made by the Commission in the field
of study and research into the effects ol ssbestos on human

.

COMUENTS 0F THE

P ERL 2]

E.E.C. ADVISORY COMMITTEE
OF THE A.LA.

8ESLOWHT

States;

henith;

2. conswders, howeser, tha' sulficient evidence haw sccumuluted 3. by Inlating on conclustona to be drawn alresdy, the motion
to show that asbestos presents a danger bolh to workers in scema to ivish to anticipate the findings of the working groups
the sabestos industry snd to those cxposed in other sltuations sad committees who are, at present, studying this evidence
and that it 1s lime to draw conclusions from this evidence; (D.G, 1ll, D.G V and others), See Appendix § 2,

3. stresses that ash is & car 04 3. curcinogenic effuct is attributed nowadays to sbout 3,000
subsinaces. Asbestos, when used without the necesssry pree
caulions, presents this danger as well, snd must, hence, be
used correctly,

4. emphssizes that all variciics of asbestos In use In the Community 4. it is not disputed that all_varicties have b th

csn present s danger to human health; this risk, but this te only the case when respirable asbestos
7 which may be produccd when asbesios {s used
without the necessary precautions, is inhuled In harmiul
quantities. There Is no conclusive evidence of risk from
Ingestion,  See Appendix g4, :
3. endorses the view thet further resesrch Into dose/ellect 3. the suggested research is going on very actively, As regords
. relationships is necesssry; since as yet no agreement can the existence of a “safe level of exposure”, 1t nust be kept in
be found as to whether a “safe level of exposure’ exists; mind that cases of asbestos cancer appesring todsy are caused
by working conditions 21 to 40 years sgo, when concenirations
of respirable asbesios fibre sre knowa to have been very inuch
higher than they are today.  See Appendix § 5.

6. calis for the seiting, st Community level, of temporay limits and 6. most of the Mecmber States hove already adupted, following the
felevanl measuringmethods based on the eveluation of example of the U, K., s limit bused on the available medical
the carcinogenic risk. Such imits must he regularly reviewed facts. This himit should obviously be kepl under review fn the
by the competent suthorities; light of new medical evidence,

It is agiced Wiat it is eusentizl to standardize methods of
measurement.
7. calls for s ban on crocidol in sll Member States; 7. opiniun in the medical world s not i that crocidotit
is more dungcrous than any other variety of ashestos Further-
more, there are gome applicutions where the use of crocidoifte /
is eusential and where ft cun be used under adequately conirolled
conditions, Sce Appendix § 7.

8. calls for & ban on the spraying of ssbesios in all Menber 8. the industry cgrecs that asbestos should nol be used in spplications

vhere the control of respirable asbestos libres s difficuit to
ensure under nurmal operating conditions.  Asbestos spraying
has been abandoncd already in some Member States,
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s LUNOPEAN PARLIAZENT - HOTIOH tOR A WLLOLIFION un Tde
COMMLINS OF THE £.£.C. ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF THE A.I.A.
. VLALTH HAZARDS OF ASALs10S
13 cally for the compulaory mnstabinent in all Membor States, where 9. the andustiy fully underatands the necd for appropriate dusg ..y,
¢ asbeatos is huadied, of hlters designed to reduce tho cuncentra- extrachion cquypinent designed to reduce the concentt ation
tion of asbestos particles in the air, of vespuable wsbestos fibse in work places It has already
devated aubstantial capital investment for this purpose.
The regulativns already enforced in most Member States
spechly the provision of such equipment as an obligation,
10. invites the Commission to review with a view to harinonization, 10, the industry cunsiders it to be desirable What the criteria
the pravisions of tie Meomber Sistes with regard 10 compensas for asseasing disability due 10 astest P e should be
tion for asLestos related diseases; conslstent among all Member States.  With regard to com-
pensation, the whole system of social insurance would need
to be harmonszed 1n ordar to achieve consistency,
1. snvites the Commission to make a sunilar review of current 11, the industry sgrees In principle with the need for consistency
legislation reiating 1o safety in the ssbesios industry also in safety regulations. Most Member Stutes have Already
with & view to harmonization; sdopted regulations which are to a considerable extent consistent
fa their requirements.  The Industry considers that adequale .
and harmonized regulations should be sdopled throughout the
community,
12, hopes that the proposal for a direciive on misleading suver- 12, the Ashestos Indusicy is a responsible industry and is in favour
tising promised Ly the Commission wili conlain provisions of unbiascd Information of its employces and of the general
to protect the public fromn the type of irresponsible sdvertising public,  As such, it has Lad to defend nself sgainst biased
campaign thal has been launched concerning asbesios in some sttacks, based on exageraied or false statements. Evidence
Member States; can Le produced to confirm that information given was checked
with impartial and espert sources. I can siso be stated with
conflidence that the lidusicy hus taken a very responaible stiie
tude In providing technical advice on dust messurement, tech-
nical controls of dust and work practices dosigned for the pro-
13. insists on the right of sl memblers of the population to tection of the health of workers. A number of publi¢ations
unbiased information, particulariy in sreas such us public by the Indusiry have been g i and r ded by N 1
heaith; and Internutional organisations, such as the I.L.O.
fN. cslis for & Community-w'de information campsigan to be 4. the industry has not been nactive in this field. The ALA,,
. inttiated to inform the public in & rational manncr of the H for ity part, has the same objective in view and would wel-
‘ sdvantages and dissadventages connucted with the use of . ' come the opporiunity to harmonize its action with the ona
H asbesios; ! the motion calls for. However, it {sels that the Government
1 H orgoaniuations in each country can best decide how and In
. i ! which manner it can prommots appropriate information.
, See Appendix ¢ 4.
L.
I .13, calls upon the commisaion 10 include asbestos In Annex | ls., the study of these points by the working groups tngaged In thess
+ of the Council Directive of 27 June 1967 concerning the 16." problems (D.G. ill snd others) is already in an sdvanced stats.
g epproximation of the laws, regulations and sdministrative
provisions reisting to the claustfication, packaging and .
[ labeiling of dangerous substances; '
-~ 16,  calls upon the Commission to include ssbhestus v the Apnex of .
o Council Directive of 27 July 1976 on the approximation of ihe .
(%) laws, regulations and sdministrative provisions of the Membor
© ! Stastes relating to restrictions on the marketing and use of
cestain dangerous subetances and preparations; :
. ' }
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LURGPLEAN PARLIAMENT ~ MHOTION FOR A AESULLTION ON 1NE

HEALTH HAZARDS OF AspiTOS

COMMENTS OF THE E.R.C. ADVISORY COMNITTEE O TuE m.l.l.
P XL L]

consnierg that every effort should be wade to develop safe
substitutas for ssbestos and that, as these substilulce become
svailsble, the use of ssbestos siouid Lo grodually phased oul;
where safe substitutes siready exist, the use of asbestos should
be forbidden;

it will nut he possible to prove the safety of replacement pro-
ducts iy & shorl Hime, as very liiile is knowa about the long-
term effects of exposut e to such new products, For asbestos,
the consequences of exposure sre understood and esfe methods
of working Liave beeu developed, whervas the effects of exposure
to replacement products are still to be experienced. The use
of asbustos should only be restricied in cases where eucape

of fibres in a high dust concentration cannut be prevented,

those applications of asbestos, for which ft has been found Im-

18, urges the Commission 1o spunvoi tesearch into the development
of wale sud practicel subsitutes for asbestow, privrily bewng practicable to devise efficient control of dust, have alceady been
given 1o subslitutes for asLestos applicutions presently lnvolving replaced to a considerable extent Ly alternsiive materials.
high e risk 1o asb {ibres;

18, invites de Commission to include the siting of asbestos faciories 19, the location of such sites is alveady done in most Menber States
and waste dumps among the projects for which enviromnental on the baatu of their passible impact on the environment. The
impsact asscsament could be used; indusiry le In favour of such measuress for new faclories of (311

kinds and for systematic moaitoring of existing plants.

20. calis therefore on the Commission to lay down ss aoun as 20, In most Mamber States vegulatiuns siready exist, In thoss
rossible, safely standards in work places where ssbeston countries where they do not, we sgres that rules for safely
i handled, that are binding on sll the Member States, should be speedily Introduced, having dus regard to technical,

sconomical and social tmplications,

21. lavites the Commission to take steps to ensure that smoking 30, the industry agrees with the desirability of discouraging
s prohibited whever ssbestos is handied. cigarclie smoking, but is doubtful of the practicability of

s prohibition,

23. rccommends Wt the Comnmission maie full use of the work being 22. the industry agrees that say relevant information shauld be .
done by the European Foundation for the lmprovement of Living utilised. There sre many well established and patent f
snd Working Conditions particularly concerning safely In the orgsnisms of which full use should be mado,
workplsce;

23, instrucis it President to forward this resolution snd the report 23, No comment.

of 1ts committen to lhe Council and Commission of the Evrof san
Communities, and for information, to the Economic sad Socisl
Commiitee.

opsedVHI
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APPENDIX TO TUE COMMENTS OF THE

e

' E.E C. ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF
THE ASBESTOS INTEUNATIONAL. ASSOCIATION

.
§ 3. In Europe, Commission working groups under Direciorates §Il and V snd the Environment and Consumers' Protection Service are studying the pro- |

blems of ssbestos under vacious headings ;
' (1) marketing and use

(2) health and safety in the workplace
{3) classification and labelling

{4) proposul for a directive on toxic and dangerous waste
{S) public health risks

bility the dical and

¢8 eriwd

fic evidence

in the UK the Advisory Commitiee on Ashestos Is considering in great depth and with & balanced resg

chh is tiabl This Ci fitee gave sll Interested porties the opportunity to present evidence and lulorm:uon in support of their viewpoint,

dati sre i at any ime,

P

Morcover, the inedical worid slong with the industry have already started ten years ago drawing conclusions from this evidence: the 1889 UK

ssbestos regulstions were & direct resuit of tusl {rom

td availuble at that time, snd EEC member sisies have in the mesniime followed,

in order to assess correctly the real size of tho potential riske, it is essential to realise that these risks exist only when respirable dust is created.

scceptable,
In view of the dose.response relattonaiip, studles have been gnlug on for mony ynnr. In mony member states.

i 4,
‘There is no conclusive evidence of risks through contact wilh the skin or even through ingestion, The health hazards arise [rom s totslly different .
form of exp . pared with ly known toxic cheinical substences : asbestos le not a polson, !
. The mere presence of asbestos in & workplece or tn a product fs not a eufficlent condition for the existence of health hezards, Only when present !
under the condition of AIRDOANE RESPIRADLE DUST is there a positive health hszard, !
Hence, the risks cau be eliminstcd by preventing asbestos fibres from becomning sirborne, '
This 13 the case In most ashesios comalnlng finished products In present day usc, and particularly in those prnd , such as asb t,
' , whers the {ibres sre substantisily "locked In", ;
1]
[} ] When respirasble asbestos {ibre {s likely lo be created {by handiing of puti hibre, { ing pr or pr ing of asbest taint r
¢ materials), silernative work methods {wet process for instance) or dust Qnrlcuon equipment can prevent the dust pariicles from becoming Mrbotnc.
, . ' :
| . |
' . .
| h § 5. It does not seen to be adequately understood that di {ated with exp e (o respirable asbestos flbre relate to i of facture '
. I and use usually 20 to 40 years ago. Conditions today In most factorics of EEC member countries are entirely different but the elfect of these im- i
N proved conditions will only be sppareat with the passsge of tiine, This is due to the long latent period between the onaet of ¢ and the t 1
g the disease appears. !
(=} it 13 not questioned that It is Indeed slmost Impossible lo determine a theoritically "wafe” level below which NO effect can be produced in the strict t
-} blological sense, Many specialists however belicve In the posvibility to et & PRACTICAL lhimit, below which the risk could become stalisticelly
L <Al
L
[=5Y

undertaking In collsborstion with government snd other institutions for mnany ycars,

-

.

The Industey fully agrees with the "nccessity for further rescarch” the motion colls for, since It continucs to sponsor resesrch such as it has been

R R R R T T S T IR T R PO I st g T
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t 7, The indiscrinunate banning of crocidolite is considered unjustifiad, T .
The association of lung cancer and mesovthelioma with crocidolite is related 1o inadequutely controlied use in the past, resulting In' high dust concen-
tration and, consequently high doses of exposure, even for persons exposed for relalively short periods.
There Is no rehable evidence that concentrations of the hind likely to occur under present day coaditiona and with present dsy uses will give rise to !
such cases. As for the assertion thal mesothvlioma is invarisbly linked with exp © to asbestos {explanatory stat t lo the fon 1V, 11)
and egpecially lo crocidolite {eaplanatory stutement IV, 13), there is evidence from authoritative medical sources that this is not irue,
U alt epdumiclogical studics, a proportion varying from 13 to 25% of the cesss raovicwed, were unrelaied to ssbestos exposure, even after the most
persistent enquiries, ‘ .
Very recent data from Turkey would appear to conlirm that mesothclioma can occur with any exy e (0 asbestos, Falling to recognise this ,
. has ind 4 aci ts ln err interpretation of rmesothelioma cases,
For almost anybudy living In developed or developing countries, evidence of some minuts exposure to asbestos can be traced, This exposure, no .
matter how small or short it was, has than § d ly been L } as the sole respousible for the diseass,
Such cases were than considered as proof of the view that even the slightest exposurs can cause the Jdisease,
It now seems cloar that mesothelioma may siso be atiributed to other, hitherto P d or unrecug d sub to which the victims have !
been exposed in the course of thewr life,
On the other hand, the example can be quoted of a Dutch ssbestos-cement factory, which started opersting in 1837, and where crocidolite has now .
been processed for a long ss 40 yeurs, with adeq pr tive equip - The National ilealth Inspectorate recently confirmed that not a aingle i
case of asb nor hol hus shown up among the workers of this plant. Similer experience has Leen reported [rom s factory in .
the UK. '
For certaln specialised uses, in particular in the f: lag of asb t pipes, crocidolite fs an fal raw malerial for which no
replacement Is yet In sight, He use Is vital as wsil for the production process ss for the quality of the end product, which is submitied to :
extremely severe operationsl siresses, H
in addition, due to the particular nature of this manufsciuring process (wet process), it lends itself very wsll to preventive messures which make :
It an eacellent exampic of safe use of asbestos. .
1 14, Initlatives for informativn of :
« the personnel employed in the manufacturing industry, . .
. - the intermmediates who sell, process or insiail ashestos containing goods, .
= the public who b fits by the pr or services offerad by these goods
have been taken by the individusl branches of the asbewtcs industry, backed by sxpert institutions such as, for inst the Asb is R ch ‘
Council, - i
Publications r jing sofe hods of work, and explaining the r why pe Ll must te taken, have been made available for products '
of aimost every branch of this indusiry, und are currently kept up to date, '
Diffusion of rcliable information on the subject of asbestos is one of the chief preoccupstions of the ASBESTOS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION H
. and of its national branches within the EEC : :
:E - the "ASDESTOS INFORMATION CENTRE" in the UK., i
« the "CHAMDRE SYNDICALE DE L'AMIANTE" in France, : i
g « the "WIRTSCHAFTIVERDAND ASDEST” and the "WIRTSCHAFTSVERBAND ASBESTZEMENT" i Germany, i i
P « the "DANISHt ASBESTOS INFORMATION GROUP" in Denmark, \ )
-J « the "IRISH ASBESTOS COUNCIL" in lreland
z = the "CONITE D'INFORMATION DE L'AMIANTE" in Benelux. .
o~ The A 1.A, for its part, has presently in preparation a series of "Guides" on various asj of the asb problem, for the prepasration of
which all knowledge aveilsbie at this tinie hss been taken into consideration,
S '
. - ' ,A
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§ 17, The long latent period between exposure to harmful dust snd the appcarance- of the effect (13 yesrs or more) makes it extremely doubtful whether
sbaolute safety can be claimed for any new developed [fbre designed to replace aabestos,
The lack of a sufficiently long obscrvation perisd mskes predictions sa to the effvct on human health of substitutes much more unreliable than the
known elfecis of exposure tc respirsbie asbestos fibre, which have been studled for seversl decades.

1t 18 now believed that the effect on the Jungs of respirable ssbeston is not due 1o the chemical composition of this materfal, but to the physicsl
characteristics of these Just particies (fibre-ahspe and dimensions), which make them readily inhalsble and 80 cause subsequent damage to the
lung lissue,

On this assumption therefore, any fibrous subelance containing or giving rlse to dust purticles of similar shape snd size, 1s likely to produce the

same effect oy exposure to respirable sabestos fibre,
The previstion messures for the esfe use of these substitules would than have to be identical to those safe working with ssbestos ...

As long s no conclusive evidence is avallable on the welety of respirable [lbrous dust other than asbestos, it would seem fllogical o substitute
a known but controllable hazard for the unknown, '

Substitute materials have slready been developed for a number of asbestos contalning products, particularly in the fteld of thermal insulstion,
sithough the long termn effect of the use of such substances is &s yul unknown, Substitution of asbestos in the most remalning products, where
there s no comparable history of risk to hesith, would bo difficult technically and would entail serious economic ns well as technical disadvantages,

HEV/JB.

EPSLOWH [

.
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