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: Mezbers Present:

Re B, Smith
Jo W, Weber
B. W, Luttenberger
D. Ro Holmes

Doctors Present:

Dr. K, W, (SAIth, « Johns-tanville®

Dr, E, S, liyers = American Asbestos

Dr, D, W, Martin « RaybestosManhattan

Dr, Ho W, Hetherington = Keasbey & hattison

Dr. O. A, Sanders = Southern Asbestos

Dr, O, W, H, Schepers « Medical Director, Saranac Laboratory
Dr, P. A, Theodo® = representing #ste

Dx, N, White = representing Asten-Hill

The meeting began promptly at 9:30 A.M, with Dy R, Holmes acting as
Chairman, The chair commented he was pleased to see the large turnout of
representative doctors, '

1, The meeting got under way with an explanation by Dr. Theodos of his
Research Program Proposal of heart function to asbestosis, A copy of Dr,

( ~ Theodos! proposal is enclosed and is to be included in the minmutes, In cone
Junction with this proposal, Dr, Theodos advised that the cost to a Campany for
an employee to participate in this program would run about ¥250,00 to 300,00
on a semi-private basis with a maximum of ¢500,00 as the ceiling which should
include hospitalization, transportation, etc, Howewer, he advised that most
Companies could have this service performed by using their hospitalization pro=
gran if one is available, Dr. Theodos in the past, with our Company and with
American Asbestos, has classified the diagnosis to be pulmonary fibrosis, When
completing the hospitalization forms, this has worked out in every case and the
Insurance Company has paid claims without comient, Also in these cases, one
Question is to be answered on the insurance form; %Is accident, illness or

. digease caused by the occupation?' and we have always had this answered, "No",
It bas never been challenged by the Insurance Company.

. Under this program, Dr, Theodos would like to have about fifty patients
take this trsatment in ons year's time, This would aversge one & week from
scme Company, i '

Dr, Schepers showed slides of specimens taken during an autopsy of an
asbestotic, These slides showed the different findings present in the lung area,
These slides wers very beneficial to all doctors present as many of them saw
lung conditions of an asbestotic which they had never seen before, Dr. Schepers'

wumnstration- indicated—that—when & diopsy is taken ths surgson should cut down
dov-und obtain an area largs enough to definitely show whether or not asbestosis-

~ i present.and.1n xhat degres,: coupled with clinical findings, 2
O :

r}‘OQ :
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. At the end of Dr, Theodos! presentation, Dr, Sanders suggested that some
(\ employees who belisved that they had some degree of asbestosis be hospitalized
. for this survey in order to conclusively prove their condition one way or the
other, It was the opinion of the Company representatives of this Committee
that we endcrseeDr, Theodos' proposal, The medical men also approved of this
program after approximately two hours discussion, Ralph Smith suggested that
all information gfured from this program be made available to all members of
‘ﬂ;o éutiw.u. 8 also was approved by the joint committee of members and
CWOTrS e

The committee presented the following proposal to the Board of Governors:

We propose that the Instituts approve Dr, Theodos!
! proposal provided that member Companies would have a
bhospital program available to share the cos® of the pro=
<" gTEm, or absord.thé cost which could..run up-to,.8$500,00
maximum per case for hospitaliszation, biops;, transportation,
wage loss, etc,

The program was approved by the Board on the basis that member
Companies could participate in the program on an individual basis, and there
would be, therefore, mo financial responsibility on the Institute,

2¢ Dr, Smith presented the details of odbtaining autopsy specimen
studies fram the Saranac lLaboratory. Outline of the medical routines, the
. enployment and medical histories and specimen preparation wers given each

n Doctor, The several values of such a program were emphasized, Animal ex-

perimentation has contributed greatly, but even more complete knowledge of the
disease process can be obtained through this study, Collectively, the industry
experience can be extremely valuable in this regard. Individual reports to the
submitting company will establish, in a manner not possible by xeray and clinical
diagnosis, the extent of the disease process and, therefors, the extent of
Worimen's Compensation liability for a particular case,

N

It was agreed that each member company, through its Doctor, would process
48 many cases as wes possidble under this program, The Saranac f-aboratory will
make individual report to the submitting company, and, when sufficient studies
bave been made, review the collective experience for a report to the industry,

3¢ @ Teviev o the articles by Drs, kmox and Beattie entitled,
#MDreral Content of Lungs After Exposure to Asbestos Dust" and "Distribution
* of Mineral Particles and Fibres in the lungs after Exposurs to Asbestos Dust"
vas made by Dre Schepers of Saranac Laboratory, His mumerous comments on
these two articles were discussed by the group. It was the consensus that the
preauise of the disease pechanism developed in these papers was not substantiasted
byihe detalls of their research or that of others, !

Afternoon Session

The entire afternoon session was spent in listening to the discussion of
.the "Relationship of Asbestosis to Pulmonary Cancer® by Dr, Schepers, A number
of alides containing facts and figurss concerning the subject of cancer were
‘ ~ shown, At the latter part of his discussion, he mads scme conclusions concerming

CRMC-Motley1000-Subj-001690

Asbestos Textile Institute Air Hygiene Committee Meeting with Company Doctors and Dr. Schepers (1954) Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 12918 - Page 2 of 6 asbestosclaims.law/library/12918/2


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/12918/2

- ¢ ¢ o - vevY -

. the relationship of ssbestos to lung cancer, Hers are some of the highlights I
n. gleaned from the:discussions

Both asbestos and silicosis dust do not necessarily lead to lung cancer,
In some cases, asbestos will protect the lungs from cancer, (The first case of
Lancer-of the lungs due t8 asbestos was found in England 4in 1932, These are
English statistics,

Lung cancer has been on the increase for the past thirty years., Industrial
cancer averaged 9,5 cases out of 100,000 persons in a 1948 survey, Lung cancer
is uwsually present in the fifty to fifty-five year age group. However, when
axposed industrially, this group age may be as much as ten years earlier,
Listed below are same of the carcinogens that cause cancer:

Tars
Oils
Nickel
Copper
Chrons

These last three csuse a high percentage of cancer, particularly chrome or
wmm.

The WesT Cerman govarmment in 1951 recognized lung tancer caused by asbestosy

In wrother 3xitish survey it was found that 1,327 of 6,000 silicosis cases had
cancer while 13,2%, oriten times more persons out of 266 asbestosis cases were

: affected, Therefore, the incidence of lung cancer with asbestos is ten tines .

@) greater- than that of silicosis, However, it was pointed out that experience in

) North America does not corzespond to these figures, We have seen very few cases
of asbestos and cancer, Possibly the different experience is due to the fact
that in England a considerable amount of amosite fibre is used, while over hers
We use mostly chrysotile fibre and little amosite,

N

In the same survey it was found that the average age for cancer to strike
for males was S5 years, females, LL.§ years, Exposure time was 20 years for
the male and 7,6 for females. ese are averages. lhere was a carcinema found
}nnuloulwulixnm exposure and as low as six months exposure in a

emale, .

After Dr, Scbcpes;s concluded his discussion, the writer suggested a pro=-
posal to the Board of Oovernors as follows:

Dr, Schepers of Saranac Laboratory suggested that particles of
asbestos be inserted in animal lungs in order that research be done
on this problem (cancer and asbestosis) so that facts may be deter-
mined to cambat unjust compensation claims,

7

This proposal was offered to the Board and it was their recommendation
that Dr, Schepers be requested to sumbit a proposal for further consideration.
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IN ATTENDANCE:

| 4, J.

HIITUTES of the General Heeting of
the Asbestos Textile Institute held
October 7, 195L at the Warwick,
Philadelphia, Pa,

D. Y, Widmayer, President
beasbey & fattison Co,

" AMERICAN ASSESTUS TEITLLD CXP.

Scanlan
Weber

ASTENHILL i ANUFACTIRL G CU,

D. v.
D. R,
Jo G

Asten
Holnes
Schoep?

JOHNS={ AIVLLE CCRP,

W, G,

Ee Ay

W li,

N Je L,
T Fe Ve

Hoffer
Schuman
lacAlpine
Tucker
Vakem

n AEASBEY & LATTISJ! CO,

C. R.

Frederick

A, E, Whitfield
E, liuehleck

RAYBESTOS=MAITIATTAN, TiiC,

Jdo A,
Jde A,
He W,
Re 3e
Ge W,

QUESTS:
H. B,

Bettes
Brown
Oliver
Suith
Harshall

Sharpe, Washington D, C,

LOUTHERH AS3LS10S CO,
G, 5, Fabel
. Go JQ Harris
Jo T, Griffis
OQ :1. Fehrens
J. D. ileCluer
tir, Holz

W0 AL3ISTOS & TLUBBER CO,
A Re 3yrnes
Jo Fo Corcoran

LLILLTOS COIPOR!.TIVH LTD,
Paul E, Leclere

JOEISON'S CGPAY LTD,
ke Y, G, Gibb

SOCICTE P.AFCAISE LE 1'AlIANTE
iiaurice Sallee

CADMALADE.:, WICI:Sid] & TAFT
lis 14 Ruddock

ASBLLTGS TEITILE LSTITUIE
il, Co Shaw

R, E, Cryor, North American Asbestos Corporation
Jo D, Christian, Cassiar Asbestos Corporation Ltd,
Mr, Tigert, Cassiar Asbestos Corporation iltd, :

1, The meeting was called to order by President widnayer and an address of welcome
extended to all members and guests in attendance., Following the opening ree
marks sach person arose and introduced himself to the group,

. 2 The President called for the reading of tie liinutes of the last meeting of
n the Asbestos Textile Institute and the Secretary offered them for presenta=
. tion, however, since all members had received copies of these transactions
and were famdliar with the proceedings therein recounted, it was moved by
G, S, Fabel, seconded by J, U, Schoepf and unamimously agreed that the
Teading of the Minutes be omitted at this time,

— ——— o Su3e
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, 3¢ The Treasursr's report wvas submitted by Treasurer A. J, Scanlan and, followe
‘ ﬁ © ing a discussion of the report, it vas accepted upon the motion by G, S,
. Fabel, seconded by F, J, Wakem and unaninous approval of the menbers, Copies
o of this report ars attached as a part of the liinutes of this meeting,
{
be The Secretary's report was presented by !i, C, Shaw and a copy of the report
is attached as a part of the linutes of this meeting,

S« The Legal Counsel, Mr, ii, I, lmdcock, was rext asked to address the meeting
on legal developments that night be of interest to members, lir. Buddock
. spoke on the continuing efforts of the courts and congress to reconcile the
*hard" and %soft" approaclies to competition set forth in the Sherman and
original Clayton Act on one hand and the Robinson-Patisan act and Fair Trade
Laws on the other. He also discussed new developments in the Federal
Trade Commission's approach to Trade Practice conferences,

6. The first committes report was presented by iir, D, k. Lolmes for the Air
Hygiene Comittes. The report covered the work of this comiittee in ses-
sion on October 6th, at which tiue the remmlar cousiittee members met with
Doctor representatives of the several ueaber conpanies, 2The discussions
pursued during the course of this session covered & wide range of subjects

. concerned with the relationship between asbestosis and diseases of the

heart and the respiratory system. The full text of the report is attached
88 a part of the llinutes of this meeting,

On the basis of the discussions undertaken during these committee ses-
sions, two proposals for action were recomended for consideration at the
n General meeting, The first proposal wes in the form of a recamendation by
) Dr, Theodos suggesting that the individual companies voluntarily participate
{ in a program of study to be undertaken by Dr, Theodos which would provide
case histories related to the relationshiip of asbestosis to ailnents or
diseases of the heart. Such a study would be a long range program wherein
sach company would provide suitable employee patients for study and observa-
tion by Dr., Theodos at a clinic or hospital in Philadelphia, dhe results of
these studies, it i3 felt, would provice basic data upon which a better
understanding of the relationship between asbestosis and heart ailments,
The proposed program in no way would involve the financial support or re-
sponsibilities of the Asbestos Textile Institute but all such responsibilie
ties will be voluntarily bornme by the companies concerned and the individuals
selected for such observations, Following a discussion of this proposal,
it was moved by G, S, Fabel, seconded by G, ¥/, liarshall and unanimously
agreed that the individual members give full support to the program.

The second progran proposed for action concerned the establishment of
s study designed to determine the relationship, if any, between asbestosis
and lung cancer. It is proposed that such an investigation be carried out
using white rats as the subjects for study, The program as presented was in
8 very general form and the cost of carrying on such an investigation was
not suggested, Following a discussion of this latter proposal it was sug-
gested that the Air Hygiene Committee reconsider the subject and prepars a
more specific program for consideration at the next meeting,

N Upon the conclusion of the presentation of this report, President
Widmayer extended to the members of the Air Hygiene Committee the grateful

( appreciation of the Asbestos Textile Institute for the aggressive action

’ being taken by this committes in pursuance of the air hygiene and related
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. diseases of the lungs and heart were pursued and ix, Holmes reviewed the
n ‘ sssence of the work covered, As a result of these discussions two proposals
- for action to further this important worl were presented for consideration by
the full membership, 7The first proposal was in the form of a recomendation
by Dr. Theodos suggesting that tlie individual coupanies voluntarily parti=
¢ipate in a program of study to be undertal:en by Dr, Theodos which would
provide case histories related to the relationsnip of asbestosis to ail-

. ments or diseases of the heart, Such a study would be a long range program
wherein each coanpany would provide suitable euployee patients fur study and
observation by Dr, Theodos at a clinic or hospital in Philadelphia, The

) results of these studies, it is felt, would provide basic data upon which

a better understanding of the relationship between asbestosis and heart
ailments, The proposed program in no way would involve the financial Supe
port or responsibilities of the Asbestos Textile Institute but all such
responsibilities will be voluntarily borne by the companies concerned and

. the individuals selected for such observations, Following a discussion of
the proposal, it was moved by G, S, Fabel, seconded by G, i, iiarshall and
unanimously agreed that the proposal be presented at the General meeting
with the recommendation that the individual members give full support to
the program.

The €U prograrproposed for action concerned the establishment of v
e-studydesigned to determine the relationship between asbestosis and lungt
gcancer. It is proposed that such an investigation be carried out using
white rats as the subjects for study, The progrom as presented was in a
very general form and the cost of carrying on such an investigation was
(\ not suggested, Following a discussion of this latter proposal it was sug-
gested that the Air Hygiene Committee reconsider the subject and prepare a
(" more specific program for consideration at the next meeting,

Se¢ PFollowing the committee reports the regular order of business for this
meeting was initiated and the iiimutes of the previous meeting of the
Board of Governors was presented for reading. However, since all members
had received copies of these Minutes and were familiar with the actions
taken on that occasion, it was moved by lir. G, S. Fabel, seconded by
Mr, G, W, Marshall and unamimously agreed that the Minutes as circulated
be approved,

6, The Treasurer's lleport for the third quarter, 195L, was presented by lir,
Ao J, Scanlan, PFollowing a discussion of this report, it was moved by
Hr, G. W, Marshall, seconded by ire G S, Fabel and unanimously agreed
that the report be pwesented at the Censral meeting with the recarmendation
for approval, ~

7« The next subject presented for consideration concerned new members, The
formal application for Associate membership from the Cassiar Asbestos
Corporation was presented for consideration at this time., Following a
discussion of the qualifications of the applicant it was moved by hr,

C. S, Fabel, seconded by tir, G, W, harshall and unanimously agreed that
the application be approved and acce:ted and that membership be dated as
of this meeting date but that no assesmuent be made until January 1, 1955

n 40 cover the snsuing year,

A second tentative application was read as received from lir. R, E,
N Cryor, representing the Caps Asbestos Cempany, Formal sction on the part
ef ths applicant is expected within a short time and a further consideration

in this rpgtrd will be extended at the next meeting of the Institute,
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