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ilanbers Present: 

B. l1. Luttenberger 
D. n. Holmes 
R. B. Smith 
H. u. Jackson 

A$8~TOS TC .Ti..l..E Il~STITUTE 

Ain HYOilliJE CJl j,ITTEE 
December 11 19Sh 

The Comr.d.ttee discussion wes primarily a review ot the activities ot the 
last two years, discussion ot projects currently under consideration and de-
Telopnent ot plans for the future iileetings. · 

The progrems £or the stud1 ot the relationship of hem disability to 
asbestosis outlined by Dr. 'lheoclos and the autopsy studiea by Dr. Schepers were 
reviewed in detail. Sotb progrlffla ha•e been approved in principle by the Board 
ot GoTernors. HoweTer, the etrectiveness or each program depends on each member 
c0111pany's willingness and desire to participate. Joth actiTities would tunction 
prinaril)" through the COl'IJ)any-related doctor and would be ot considerable benei'it· 
both to the individual member ancl to the Institute as a whole. 

For example, the usual case which would be involved in either program 
would be an actual or potential compensation claim. 'lhe result.a ot the study', 
therefore, would be of consiclerable value to the 11u1111ber co,npany- in that the ob jec- · 
tive findings voul.d aseist in -■tablishing and limiting the extent 0£ workffien•s 
compensation liabillt:r. A series ot such studies would be of benefit to the 
Institute menbership through the knowledge gained concerning the disease process, 
its relationship to other factors, and the development 0£ improved techni4ues ot 
medical control. 

'!be implimentation ot both-programs would require that each member 
comp&n7 lfo,Jld underwrite the 111odest expense !or each ot its own cases and author­
ize a polic7 which uould pemit. its compaiv-related doctor to arrange for these 
studies in appropriate cases. 

The Air H7giene Committee will communicate with each member company and 
outline the details ot the program and procedures. '-be acceptance or rejection 
of the programs will be determined b7 the response ot the members and reported 
on at the next meeting. 

It is u:rpd that each one consider the proposals favorable. There are 
wide gaps in our knowledge ot the disease potential and control. Animal experi­
ments haft and can contribute to our understanding, but the two approaches recom­
mended will be of sreat Yalue. 

The research proposal rroa Dr. $chepers tor investigation into the relation­
ship ot asbestos and pulmonary cancer is anticipated prior to our next meeting. 
Asbestos as a cancer-producing agent is receiving international attention and 
as inclicated by a Speech of Dr. ii. c. H1Jeper of the National Cancer Institute 
lM.tore the Ioternat.ional Association ot Accident Boards and COllll'l\issions. In 
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hi1 paper on industrial carcinosens, Dr. H11eper ref'erred rrequent11 to asbestos 
and wost all or the slides used to demonstrate pulmonarr cancer were ot cases 
involving both asbestosis and cancer. The subject is ot considerable importance 
to the Institute r11ember1 and th• proposal will be reviewed in detail. 

The Committee Agreed unanimously that they would continue the inquiry 
into engineering control ot dusts. Subjects proposed tor future discussions 
includeds 

a. methods or detenrdning performance ef'!iciency and maintenance 
or ventil..tting systems 

b• controls at the tiber batchinc 

c. methods of bag handling and duluping. 

It was agreed that each member uould continue to report ventilation de­
sign changes throughout the process and evaluate the effectiveness with both 
visual observation and dust counts before and after the change. 

Announcement was mac!e of the Hcintyre-Saranac S,r,1posium on pulr.1onary 
diseases to be held at Saranac Lake Febnary 7 to 9, l9S5. The program is an 
excellent one including several papers on asbestosis, and it was 1.irged that 
member compani•s consider attendance tor their COlllP8n1'-rel.ated doctor or air 
b7Giem.st. 

H. li. Jackson 

1/'l 
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ilcrr.ber.:, Pro,c1't.: 

B. w. Luttcnberter 
D. n. Holme:, 
a. a. Smith 
H. li. Jack,an 

Tho Comz:,ittee discu:i:iion wa:1 pr:1.~arily a review or the activiUc:1 ct tho 
lost t\.ro years, cli:u:uuion ol projects currently undar con~ideration ar.:l de-
vcloi=ent of pl.ans !or the !uturo L\Ht.ini'• · · 

7he progrm:is !or the atud1 o! the rel:itionship o! heu:t disability to 
asbe,tcsi:i outlinsd bj Dr. 'Iheodos w the &utopsy studies by Dr. Schepers ~ere 
reviewed L-i detail •. Both progre.m3 have been ai:prove~ 1.-i principle by the Boar:l 
of Coverr.or:1. Howe•ter, ~e e!!ectivene:ss or each progru.1 depend~ on each ir.~r:iber 
cornpa.v's willln:ness and dc~ira to participate. Both activitia:, uould !uncticn 
prir.ta.rily through th~ cor.i;,a.v-relatcd doctor and tioulci be or co~idcr~ble ben:!it 
both to the 1ndivic!ual r.ie.':\ber ancl to t.ie In~titute as ·a.- -whole. 

For e.xa.":'lple., the u:;ual c:i:;e which woulcl bo invoJi-ved 1n either progr:r.1 
· vould be an :Lctual or potential cor.:per.::ation cl:wi.. Tho result:; o! the atudy, 

therc!',re, ,.:ould be o! consiclcra'ble value to the member co..,par'1 in th.it the oojec­
Uvc !'indings \1t>uld a:::i::t -in cst.iblish!ng and limitin: the extent 0£ ~ork::len 1s 
cp~en:>ation liability. A series oi sue!\ studies would. be or bone!it to tho 
In~~itutc mL~ber~hip t.~roug.~ i.;e kn0~ledge gained concernin: the di~ease precess, 

. · it, relat1on?hip to other !uctor,; end the development ot improved technique, o! 
medical control. . •· 

'Ihe 1.Jnplimentation ol both pro,ircs would require that each rner:-.btr 
compar.;r ,-10uld under.1:-i te the modost e.~er.:;a !or each 0£ its oun ca:Jcs and ~uthor­
ize ~ policy which 1::,ulcl per::u.t it:J co:.lp;iey-related doctor to -arr~~ !or these 
stud.ie~ in appropri~to c:Lsez. 

The Air Hygiane Cor.::ittee Yill cc:::-.municate with each r.iember compa.-,y .md 
outline the details o! the pra:rm:l ar.d procedures. 'he .accc~tar.ce or rejection 
or the prograr.i:a Vill be detcr:nined b:, the response ot. tl1e 111ember:, and reported 
an at tho ne.<tt aeetinc. · · 

It i~ urced that e~ch one con,ider the proposals.tav0rnblc. There ~re 
wide 1:1.ps in our kr.:>wlcdr:c or the disease potentiu ar.d control. Arw:~l e:..re:-i-
111cnt, h~vc and can contribute to our u.~der:itanding; bu~.the tvo approaches rctc> 
mended will be or creAt, valuct. · 

The rc3cnrch proposal !ro~ Dr. ~chepc~~ lor invc,tigation into the rcl~tion­
ship c! a=be=to, and pul.~onary cancer i~·a.nticipated prior to our next meet1n;. 
A~be=tos a:, a canecr-producing agent 1, recoivin~ international attention and 
a:, inc!icatcd by a Speech o! Dr. ii. c. lh1eper or the National Car.cer Institute. 
be.Core the Int.crn:it.1.on:il A:.;::uci:ltion ot Accidont Board, a.nd Cor.-:J.::::ion:s. In 
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hiG pa~er on in~ustrial e:ircinoc;ens, Cr. HtJeper referred !r~uc:r.tly to a:>besto:, 
and almost all or the slid:s u~ed to dc:.,on~tra te pulr.:::,n~ry cnn:cr were or c:i:e:, 
invol·lin1 both asbe=~osi~ and cancer. 'l'hc subject is or con~iderablc iJ:\~or~u.co 
to the Ins ti tutc t1embers ancl the proposal 1rill "c revieucd in detail. 

_ The Coll\r.\i ttea A~reed un.ini.~ou,l:, that. they t10uld continuo the inqu:.r/ 
into engineering control o! dusts, Subjects pr~posed tor lut~r• discussior.~ 
included: · 

•• method, ot detorr.dninc perlor.n&nce at!iciency and ~ainten~nce 
o! ventil~t.in& ~,~tems 

b. controls at the t'ibar batching 

c. J\ethacl:s ol bag hanclllng nnd clu.npinc~. 

It wu agreed 
0

that each member uould continue to rcp:,rt vent.il:.tion dc­
si1n changes thrauih:>ut the process and ev3luate the c!!ectiveness with 00th 
Visual observation a..."'ld c!ust c:>unts be!ore and a!ter the chango. 

· AMouncer:ient was made ot the !icintyre..Saranac S)'f,1p0sium on puli:10nar/ 
disea3es to be held at Sar.u-.ac Lake FebJl'\lll'Y 7 to 91 19SS. '!he pro,ram is an 
excellent one including several papers on asbestosis, and it ~as ur&ed that 
m~~ber ccr.Tpa..9lies c0nsider attcr.da."'lce !or their c~~p~y-rel~ted doctor or ai:­
hytiem.st..-

H. li. Jackson 

Asbestos Textile Institute Air Hygiene Committee Minutes on Autopsy and Heart Studies (1954)
ACL Doc 12921 · Page 4 of 4

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/12921/4

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/12921/4

