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IN ATT.El•IDAtlCE WERE: 

11Elll3ERS 

D. R. Holr,,es 
H. H. Jackson 
R. Smith 
J. \leber 

J.1Irm'r1S OF 11iE J\SilEbTOG TEXTILE lliSTITUTE 

Ain HYGIEl!E COliliITTEE J,iEBTIHO 

ilarch 7, 1956 

Frank T. Oatl{e, A::bestos Textile Co., Inc. 
Chicago., Illinois 

Er. Jlour;hton, Garlock Packing Company 
Eluyr:i., Pew York 

B. w. Luttenbcrccr Dr. Kenneth Sud.th, iiedical Director 
Johns-Hanville Corp. 
i1ew Yorl:., ?!eu York 

The agenda for this 111cetina uas as follows: 

u. D. ~hoemnl:er, Amcricrn ilutunl 
Liaullity Insurrnce Co. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

ill. ASBESTOSIS AUD CA~JCER - A discussion relotive to cor,1pcnsation. 

Dr. Kenneth Sr,1ith., liedical Director ot Johns-H.nnville Corp., requested 
to be present at this r.teetine because o! recent developments in the co1i1pensation 
field 1·ea~rcline Asbc:.to:;is and C~nccr. Dr. ::,iali.th infomed us that in his opinion, 
we have an epide1nic of LW1g Cancer in the world today. 

Death statistics are as follous: 

Heart••••••••••••••••••••••37~ 
Cancer•••••••••••••••••••••l6% 
l!ervous System ••••••••••••• lU 
All other Chest Diseases 

Less than••••••• JS; 

He also advised that the current rate or proLress in Ctmcer shows three out of 
every 100 cases is I.wag Cancer. One or his m~jor ret1.so11s for asl:ing to address 
us was that there has been a case decided :>y the Pennsylvania ~t,1te C0111pensation 
Board in which there was a dec:i.sion a~ainst the Oo1:1pany involved. The finding 
by the referee in this case wcs Asbestos-Cancer. The referee in this case quoted 
in his decision Dr. lh1cpcr's writincs fror.1 the Public Health lionocraph l!o. 36 
u. s. Public llcnlth ~ervice. In this p11blicntton he tho toucthP.r Asbestosis and 
Cancer thr011i;hout - creating a new word tor the ueclic2l Dictionary such as 
Asbestosis-Cancer. 

Dr. Jh1cper clair,1s that Asbestosis-Cancer cen be found after- exposure of 
6 months to 42 ye~rs in Rees or people fro1n 2S to 6S yc:trs. lie also has a nei-1 
dcfinilion of /Ir.hes t.osj s s•1ch ns 110nc pi>rticlc of a:;bcr.tos uilh the phy:;icnl c011-
di tion surrow1~1inc it cnn be diagnosed ns Asbestosis". Accor~nc to him all uorl,ers 
in this ind11stry are s1Jsceptible. He st:.i.te:. r,,.rther th:·t a minimum of 170,000 
dust particles per cubic li trc is rccor•,nizccl for the clevelopncnt of Asbestosis­
Cilnccr in 1oan. A111onc his rcrr.arks Dr. Jlt.1eper says that Asbe~tosis is cor:1pensable in 
Germany and notable in L:ntltmd nnd lfaleo. 
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Dr. Hucper ~lso intnrs th~t Aobc:1tosis-,Cancer mny be determined in an 
autopsy perfon1ed on persons living in the area of a pl:i.at. 

He snys that any occ11pnt.ionnl rolati.onuhip to C:m~er should be con­
sidered i.n the detennin.- t.io:i of a Cancc:r cn:::e, lie al:;o star.es th.it outside factors 
such as smokinc, etc. 1 should not be considered. 

Dr. Smith rttco1111ncnds very. stroilr,ly thnt. this Inst.i tute begin a study 
or the relationship or Lune C:,ncer to Asb':lstosls in our ind•l-:; t.ry. lie reco111,1ends 
that this should be done throuch the Industriill Hygiene founrJntion in Pittsburgh. 
Dr. 5rni th indicdes that he has no evidence that there is no~; a relationship 
betueen Asbestosis r..~d C;mr.e,:-~ He addsecl the Air Hy-3i'!ne-cr:mrni ttee that it 
would be advisable :or t.h~ ir.ditstry if W3 uore to institute such a study or sur­
vey within our plm1.,s. ho~:,.i.~.---Ls 1 pliy:::ician::: 1 r.tc, 'l'hi::: uoul<.! only be a prelimin­
ary f'act-.rinding survey sui.:~1 as is nou under proposal for the Q.J. .U.A. 

Dr. Smith advised t.hnt this proposal aho11J.d be undcrtnl<en in conjunction with 
the Q .A ,i 1 ,A. propo:ml in order thn t ue co11ld proc1u·c infc;-r.;1:ition t-ihi. ch would com­
bat current derogatory literature now beinc circ,Jl~ted throuchout the United 
States and Canada. 

Dr. Smith also a."vised that there is other dar.:ar,ing information being circu­
lated., urittcn by the same Dr. \1, c. Hucper1 uho is Chief or the Enviromental 
Cancer section or the Jfo.tional C.incer Institute., l1ntional Institute or Health., 
Bethesda., liaryland., such as a reprint of an artic] e in the i\111erican Jo1.1rn:il or 
Clinic ell Pntholo&Y enti tlcd "Silicosis 1 f.sbcstosis, and Cnncel· of the Lung. u 
teprints or thi::: "rticlc 1:u:y be obt.ni.ncd from t.lio l.Jational Cancer Institute., 
Nationnl Institute ot Health., Dethesda1 liaJryland. 

Public Health i.onogr::-ph ;/)6 entitled 11A quest into the environmentnl causes 
or Cancer or the Lune", c:m be obtdned fror.l the u. ~. Dep:irtment or Health 
Education and \ielf'are1 Public Hedth Service., ilntional Institute or Health, 
Bethesda., 14, 1,aryland. 

/12. AN EXPLANATION OF THE PHOP~AL BY 'lllE IilDU~ffilAL JtYOIEUE FOUNDATION. 

This proposal as approved at the last meeting uas ror an environmental 
dust s1.,rvey for ucmbers or the Asbttstos Te::t.ilo Institute. This survey would 
include dttst co1mts1 inS!)ection of the plants 1·ec~rllina duct elimination methods 
and recom .. endations tor i111p1•over.1ents ot C:ust control engineering. 

The Industrial Hyr;i.ene Fo,mdation 11ould collect samples and make dust counts 
ror all the pl:mt:l involved, bnsinc its s111r.estions and rcco,nr.1cndations on the 
rcsul ts of thtti r oun r; t11<ly. The I1npinc~cr np!,arnlus uonld be 1Jsc<l nl one \Jl th tho 
accepted co1mtinr, 11cih:.'d u::>cd for co•intinc ~ilica cfu:Jt. It h:is also been ~uc.;r;c:.tcd 
that incl,1ded in this propoc.il sholJlct be the count.inc of the number of fibres pre. 
sent alone 11ith the ch1st st11,,plinc co,mts. '.1)1is request has been made. to the 
fo11ndation. 1110 estiuntecl cost or this s111•ve.~, is :.,.6.,000.00 to 17 ,5oO.QO plua 
travel expense. As this price covers npproxbntcly six or seven plants, it is 
rcnsonnble to ass,111,e that the coat uould he .11.,000.00 per pl:.mt., plus traveling 
expense for this st•rvcy. '1110 Corn1:1i.tt.ce dcci.decl that the preli111innry survey on 
Asbestosis-C£ncer- sh~uld tal~e preference over the d11st survey proposal. 
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Hinutes of Air Hygiene Co!!Ullittce 

//'J. FIBRE COi-1DITIOHI1lG DISCUSSIOH 

This discussion w~s divided into 2 parts: 

1. liethods 
2. Health 

There are several different 111eth:>cls or apraying being used throuc;hout 
the industry., such as tJ1e Sp:mcor-Feed Oilar., Spray-Heads used under pressure., 
such types as Sprayco., i,onnrch., etc. The Spencer type, of which each member at• 
tending, wns aiven a. blue p:ri11t, is the type in utu.ch there is a brush mounted 
above the st:,el.:., which cDus::s drops or oil to drop onto the stock as it passes 
below the spraying s·~ack" Ttu.s type seems to be the best installation possible., 
due to the i'nct., tirst it is tot.illy enclosed :md second, it is compnrativcly 
trouble free. 

In both or the above r.1cntioned types or sprnyinR methods a 1aineral 
bnsed conditioninH on i:; us~d. Thls oil 1n:1y be pm·chn~ctl from nny of the larce 
oil company's, such as Sun Oil., Esso and Gull:. 'Ihis Spencer type oiler is nou 
being used by the Gnrlock racking Company and h::is been in use for si::teen years 
and the br,1::;h hnn only been rnplnccd once. Thr.y nrc now ur.inr, Guli Oil ;:'561 and 
Sun Oil 1/SJB. This system according to 1lr. Hou!_;hton, Superintendent, is very 
satisfactory and above all never clogs up. 

Concerning the second problem or spra:,ing 1-dth oils, namely health, 
\ote have determined to date that the type of mineral oil used by most members of 
the Institute is comparaUvely hamless. This cieter,:1in.ition has been made after 
contacting several Research Dep::irt,aents or the major oil companies., also through 
medical opinions fr:,m d.i.versj tied sonrces, However, Huch Jacl:son will bring us 
further information on the toxic qualities or r,1ineral oils only, as this is the 
usual type of oil used in fibre condi iJ.oning in our industry• 

Some time ac~o it mis s1.1g;.ested that so1o1eone rnake a· trial, such as spraying 
short fibres on ueekends, uhen these fibres are being cleaned and then adding this 
sprayed material to the mixings throughout the production period. Some of us will 
attempt to try this r.iethod sor.,etime durinG the ue;:t fetf months. 

In the discussion or the use of oils as a npray, the hwnidity factor was 
discussed. hr. Ho\,r,hton advised that at Garlocl( they spray their stock regardless 
of the humidity. lie states that they. can run non.tally with 55% relative humidity 
at the SpiMers and Cards without apparent trouble. 

GElll!Tu\L INFOIU .. .ATION 

Mr. Houghton or Garlock., reports that in their Heave Room, they have dust 
counts·ranging from 1 to J million particles per cubic toot. ~ard Room counts range 
from ) to S million. Their dust control system at the looms consist or a tllbular · 
section built into the t.op ot the reed· with slots along the reed length tor air 
and dust intake. The air is removed by the use of flexible t11bing at the ends or 
the· reed. These flexible hoses can be lifted out of the way uhen it is necessary• 
lir. Houcht.on reports that ·prior to the instnllation of this d1Jst rcinov:'\l system 
on thelr loom, they had counts in their \leave Room up to 9 r.lillion particles per 
cubic toot. 
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UE.\T liEETIUG AGE"i!DA 

1. Contin~e discussion or the uses or oil in the conditioning or fibres. 

2. Review or proposal or the Industrial Hygiene Foundation regarding 
Asbe:.tosis and Cancer. 

J. Revicu the proposal from the I.H.F. Environmental Dust Survey. 

4. Report on ceneral improvements and the elimination or dust by whatever 
means. 

PROPOSAL ACCEPTED DY THE OOAltD OF GOVERNORS: 

At the Bonrc~ or Governor:. 1 iiectinr,, linrch 7, 1956, nn approval w:-s ci vcn to 
the hir Hygiene Couunittoe for the preliminary !net-finding survey on the study 
of Asbr.stoois-Canccr rolnt.ionship in conjunction wi.th the '1.A.li.A. survey. This 
authorization w.is r.iven with the underDt:mdinr. thnt the coat of this survey would 
not exceed .11,000.00 including traveling eY.penses. 1'his survey would be made 
by the Industrial Hyeiene Fol\nrlation at Pi ttsbu1·Lh, Pa. 

The Chninnan and lir. H. 11. Jackson uill contact Dr. Wolnier at the Industrial 
Hygiene Foundation in Pittsburgh, in order to expe<ite the receipt of a proposal 
from thc1n as soon .is pos:;ible. 

D.R. Holrnes 
Chairr.ian Air Hygiene Committee 
Asbestos Textile Institute 

, 
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