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IN ATTENDANCE: 

kINUTES of the General Meeting 
of the Asbestos Textile Institute 
held at the Essex House, New 
York City on September 10, 1953 

D. w. Widma~er, President 
KE~BEY & iAATTISON CO •. 

.u:EhICAN ASBUTOS TE.itTILE COf,P. 
A. J. Scanlan 
J. YI. V/eber 

ASTEN-HILL i,Ji'G. CO. 
J. G. Schoepf 
D. r,,. Holmes 

JUtiNS-Jii.AINILLE COl\P. 
F. J. v,·a1tem 
H. 1.1. Jackson 
J. L. Tucker 
E. h. Schuman 
Ft. Jackson 

KEASBEY & ~TTISON CO~ANY 
A. E. v~hi tf ield 
c. r,,. Frederick 

hAYBE~TOS-irJJUiA.TTAN, IliC. 
J. A. Bettes 
nalph Smith 
J.. w. Oliver 

SOUTliEhN A£BESTOS CO~ANY 
G. S. Fabel 
J. T. Grif'fis 
o. c. Fehrens 
G. J. Harris 
J. D. Beatty 

UNION ASBE£TUS & nUBBEh CO • 
J. F. Corcoran 
A. Fl, B~rnes 
A, w. Summers 

SOCIETE ~ONYlv&E FnAl~CAISE du FEhODO 
J. F. Tesniere 
P. E. Segard 

. ASBE~TOS COhPOnATION LI~ITED 
J. A • .Marcotte 

JO.rmso1~' S COJ!tJ' Al~Y 
A. VJ. G. Gibbs 

CADViALADEh • WICKI:hSHJUn & TJT 
Ja. I. Itucldock 

hUTGEhS UNlVEhSITY 
•• C. Shaw 

l. The meeting was called to order by President Widmayer and an 

address of welcome extended to the membership. Special recog­

nition was given to tne attendance or tour members representing 

two associate member co~panies from Canada and one associate 

member company from Paris, France. . ' Also, at this ti~e, a letter 

from All'. R. E. Cr)or was read, wherein he presented his resigna­

tion as a member of the Asbestos Textile Institute. Since he 
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is no longer associated with a member company affiliated with 

the Institute his request was regretfully accepted. 

The President called for a reading of the minutes of the last 

General Meeting, however, since all members had received copies 

of these minutes and were therefore familiar with the actions 

taken on that occasion, it was moved by J. A. Bettes, seconded 

by G. s. Fabel and unanimously agreed that the reading be 

omitted. 

3. The Treasurer•s report was read by the Secretary in the absence 

of the Treasurer who had previously prepared the report and 

submitted it for presentation at this meeting. A copy of this 

report is attached as a part of these 161nutes. Following con­

sideration of this report, it was moved by o. s. Fabel, seconded 

by J. A. Bettes and unanimously agreed that the report be ac­

cepted and entered as a part of the iiinutes of this meeting. 

5. 

The Secretary•s report was read by the Secretary and was ac­

cepted as read. co,y attached. 

The first committee report was presented by Mr. H. ~. Jackson, 

Chairma;n of the Air Hygiene Committee. The committee meeting 

held on September·9th consisted of a two section meeting with 

medical doctors representing Institute member companies and the 

regular committee meeting in separate session in the morning. 

During the afternoon the two sections met jointly. The report 

covering the work of these groups was discussed by Mr. Jackson 

and a copy of the report is attached as a part of the minutes 

of this meeting. 
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Following a full discussion of the report of this committee 

unanimous approval cf the work now being undertaken was ex­

pressed by the members and the committee was co.a:mended by the 

Preside~t for the active part it is play:Lng in extending the 

service of the Inst!tute ·in the interest cf our industry. 

6. The Sales Promotion coinri;:ttee report was presented by G. J. 

Harris, Chairman of the Sales Promc~.;ion Cc.,!llDl.: ~;tee. The major 

activity of this committee during recent mont~s has been direct­

ed toward the completion of the "Handbook of Asbestos Textiles". 

Copies of this Handbook were distributed to ell members present. 

The first subject discussed by ?Lr. Huris concerned the 

methods which will be used in circu~ating and distributing the 

10,000 copies of the Handbook being printed in the first edition. 

It was the re~cmmendation of the Sales Promotion Committee that 

a total of 5400 copies be allocated to the regular members with 

individual cowpany allocations being based upon the extent to 

which each member participated in the most recent Publicity Fund 

Assessment. Each Associate member ~ompany is.to be given 100 

copies and since there are six such associates, 600 copies will 

be allocated in this manner. The final 4000 copies are to be 

turned over to the Secretary for distribution in response to re­

quests resulting from a publicity program which will be promoted 

by the Sales Promotion Committee. 

Since it was felt that many companies might wish to obtain 

additional copies of the Handb~Qk, over and above thai number 

whi~~ wc~ld be made availeble on the basis of allocations, ar­

rangaments wei--a made with the printer to dela~ the printing until 
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September 17th to give those wishing to order additional copies 

time to do so. In concluding this part of the discussion it was 

moved by J. A. Bettes, seconded by F. J. Wakem and unanimously 

agreed ~hat the above recommendations ot the Sales Promotion 

Committee regarding distribution be adopted. 

An analysis of the total cost for the printing work reveal­

ed that the charges by Hibbert Press will be 34547.00 or ap­

proximately $1000 more than the amount allocated and presently 

available 1n the fund set up to cover this work. In view of 

this, it was moved by J. A. Bettes, seconded by G. s. Fabel and 

unanimously agreed that. an assessment of flOOO be collected from 

the regular members, such assessment to be on the regular 

publicity fund collection basis of textile sales. 

Following the discussion of the Sales Promotion Comniittee 

report it was moved by F. J. Wakem, seconded by G. s. Fabel and 

unanimously agreed that the following res~lution be spread upon 

these minute·s: "ftesolved, that the meeting here assembled ex­

tend to the members of the Sales Promotion Committee; l/ir. o. J. 

Harris, Chairman ot the Committee; Jirir. Howard Bain, Editor 1n 

Chief of the Handbook and all others who contributed time and 

information in the preparation of the Handbook, the sincere 

appreciation f~r their contributions and high commendation for 

the excellence of the Publication titled •Handbook or Asbestos 

Textiles'"• 

A copy or the report of this committee is attached as a 
.. 

part of the minutes of this meeting. 

!• The report of the Fiber Procurement Committee was presented by 

kr. o. s. Fabel, Chairman of that committee. ll.r. J. A• Marcotte, 
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Asb~stos Corporation and Mr. A. \J. G. Gibbs, Johnson's Company 

were at this time asked to address remarks pertaining to this 

subject and each presented rather optimistic views regarding 

the spinning fiber availability for the not too distant future. 

New developments in the Canadian mining fields appear to be 

promising and within the next few years there should be a marked 

improvement in the suppl) of those fibers of interest and 1&­

portance to the asbestos textile industry. 

a. The Technical Committee heport was presented by J. L. Tuckez, 

Chairman. A copy of this report is attached as a part of the 

minutes of this meeting. 

During the course of this report laU'. Tucker discussed in 

some detail sections of the Fellowship report related to the 

elevated temperature serviceability of asbestos textiles and 

pointed out the significance of the in!'ormation here presented. 

neference was also made to the work of the Fellowship pertain­

ing to the "Significance of J.iagnetic Iron in Chrysotile 11 • 

Several task groups within this committee have been active­

ly engaged in resolving specific problems under consideration 

by this ·committ&e. The work of these task groups was reviewed./ 

Following a full discussion of the Technical Committee 

report it was unanimously approved. 

9. The Fellowship neport was presented by the Fellow,•• C. Shaw, 

and a copy of the report bas been made a part of the minutes 

of this meeting. 

' 
10. The final report of the meeting was presented by J,ir. ~. I. 

Asbestos Textile Institute General Meeting Minutes Introducing the Handbook of Asbestos Textiles (1953)
ACL Doc 12945 · Page 5 of 8

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/12945/5

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/12945/5


CRMC-Motley1000-Subj-000517

< • 

Euddock. legal counsel. necent actions and an anal)sis of future 

policies of the Federal Trade Commission as r·elated to Anti­

Trust Laws were reviewed. It now appears promising, on the basis 

of activities and statements to date, that a definite atte~pt 

will be made to give advance guidance and clearly stated rules· 

of conduct to business men so that the past uncertainties and 

confusion may be lessened. The new commissioners have expressed 

the healthy attitude that business men want to comply with the 

laws and the problem is to make sure they understand them. 

. . 
ll. The next order of business presented tor consideration was the 

election of members of the Board of Governors to serve for the 

year 1954. The President nominated the following members to 

serve on the nominating committee for this purpose: 

G. S. Fabel, Chairman 
J. G. Schoepf 
J. A. Bettes 

Following due consideration by this committee the following 

men were nominated to serve on the Board of Governors for 1954 

and recommendations were also offered, for action by the Board 

of Governors, relative to the officers of the Institute to serve 

D. w. Widma)er, President 
F. J. Wa.kem, Vice-President 

---A. J. Scanlan, Treasurer 
G. W. Marshall, Jr. 
G. s. Fabel 
J. F. Corcoran 
J. G. Schoepf' 

It was moved by F. J. Wakcm, seconded by G. s • .Fabel and 

unanimously agreed t~t the Boar~ of Governors members, as 

nominated, be elected. 
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Following a brief recess in the General meeting during 

which time the Board of Governors met for the purpose of elect­

ing officers to serve the Institute during 1954. the meeting 

was called to order and the results of the elections annoWlced, 

as follows: 

Officers to serve for the year 1954: 

President----------------------D. w. ~idmayer 
Vice-President-----------------F. J. Wakem 
Treasurer----------------------A• J. Scanlan 
Secretary & Asst. Treasurer----•• c. Shaw 

12. The President next called upon several members representing 

foreign and associate member companies to address the meeting. 

Jiir. aiarcotte and i.ir. Gibbs. having spoken earlier in the meet­

ing had nothing further to add at this point. 1'1'. Jacques 

Tesniere, Societe Anonyme Francaise du Ferodo, Paris, France, 

addressed the group with an expression of gratitude for the 

opportunity to attend these meetings and extended greetings fr~m 

lur. P. Oger, Director,_ot his company. 

13. Under subjects of old business there were no matters for con­

sideration. Under new business one subject was considered. It 

was suggested and Wl8Jlimously approved that the President should 

send complementary advance copies of the Handbook to the 

following: 

c. H. Carlough, Carolina Asbestos Company 
T. L. Gatke, Asbestos Textile Co. 
T. c. McClusky, Tallman-~cClusky Fabrics Co. 
o. s. Abbott, Garlock Packing Co. 
G. Ju. Williams, Russel 1aua.nutacturing co. 
H.B. Humphreys, Jr., u. s. ~ubber co. 
J. iii.. weaver 
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14. There being no further business to come before this session, 

it was moved by F. J. Wakem. seconded by J. G. Schoepf and 

u..~animously approved that the meeting be adjourned • 

Myril c. Shaw, 

Secretary 
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