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IN ATTElY.UCE: 

HWTJTES of General iieeting of the 
Asbestos Textile Institute held 
jfarch ll., 1954 in Ue11 Yomc., lt. Y.-

D. H. ~·lidmayer., President 
l~~SDEY c:~ i:AT'i'ISOi: CO. 

AliEr..IC.Ut ASi3ESTOS TK .TJ:.E CO • ..P • 
A. J. Scanlan 

~TEV-HII.L liAllUFACTUIUNG CO. 
D. r~. Uolmes 

JOI!lts-:~wr LE co~,.P. 
E. A. Schuman 
H. H. Jacltson 
~. Jackson 
J. r.. Tucker 
F. J. Wakcm 
K. Q. Jeyard 
w. o. 1Io£ter 

Jumrs:.1!'s ca PrulY LTD. 
A.U.G. Gibb 
ll. c. Pharo 

~..Ef~SaEY t::. ~iATTISOi-T CO. 
C. 1,. Frederick 
A.,E. t-,hitfield 

RATJI:ST0.5-iiAlliiATTAl!., Ii!C. 
J. A. Dettes 
o. t:. liarshall., Jr. 
i.i. ii. Oliver 
R, ll. Smith 

SOUTHErJl A~Bl?.STOS CO. 
o. s. Fabel 
J, T. Griffis 
J. J. 1-;ccluer 
o. c. Ferens 
G. J, Harris 

u11IOli J:f)Brr.5TOS t: UOBBEn CO. 
G. J\. llovak 
A. li. Summers 
A, It. Byrn.es 

ctJ)i.U.I..!illrlt., UICl;I!:S;IAii & Tt.FT 
H. I. nuddock 

nUTGn tJlTIVEr.SITY 
1:. C. Sha1i 

l. The meeting was called to order by President Uidmayer and an address or 
uelcome ~-tended to the mmnbers present. 

2. The Ilinutes ot the last General meeti11g 11ere presented for reading., however., 
since all members had previously received copies or these transactions and 
were familiar with the actions there ta!:en., it was moved by J. ll, Bettes., 
seconded by G. s. Fabel and unaiw.1ously agreed that the reading or the 
minutes be omitted. 

J. The Treasurer's Report was presented by Treasurer J •• J. ~canlan and copies 
of this report were distributed among the mei,1be1·s ,resent. Follotiing a dis­
cussion ot this report, it was r.!oved by G. s. Fabel., seconded ily 1~. J. 
Wakem and unanimously &IJl"eed that the re,ort be accepted, a.s read, and 
entered as a part ot the r.dnutes ot this rneetil1g. 

4. The Secretary's :~eport l·1as read by the Secretary and was unanir.iously accepted. 
Copies ot this report are attached as a pai•t of the r,d.nutes or this 
meeting. 

S • The Le~al Counsel addressed the r,ieeting regarding recent developments and 
court decisions dealing uith anti-trust and'business problems generally. 
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. ' .. 6. 
~ t The first coi.ui. ttee report u~ presented by H. ii. Jackson, Chaj.nnan of' the 

l.ir Irye'iene Comr.rl.ttee, This comr.:ittee is cor.tinui11g to pursue an active 
pro~ram of investigations related to the dust control and hygienic problems 
of this inch1stry-, l:eports from French associate member cor.ipanies had been 
presented and l-rere discussed at an earlier meeting of this cor:1mittee and a 
revie11 of these re,orts was here ,resented 1ly iir, Jac!tson. Transcripts of 
the pertinent information set f'ortb in these re,orts will be included as a 
part of the :anutes of the 1,1eeting of' this committee and 11111 be i'urru.shed 
to the mei:lbers of the Institute, It was suggested by Chain1,an Jackson that 
since considerable interest has been evidenced by 1,1any industrial hygienic 
specialists and i.11surauce cor,1pL,y specialists in the air hygiene and dust 
control :,robJ.a1s of our ind,istry, as llU been evidenced by the number of 
re4,1ests for tJ1e Jand':.>ook on Asbestos Textiles received fzom s11ch individuals 1 
it :light be tfell to have a section devoted to this subject in the ne::t 
iss1le of the Handbook. !Iouever, a ciiscussion regarding this latter suggestion 
revealed son1e reluctance on the part of the menbership to repo1-t Sl.!ch in­
fon,iation at this ti.,ie on the basis ot the ini'omation presently available. 
It was felt that much more tnformation 1rl.ll be required before an authorita­
tive presentation can be 111ade, It -:-ras reCOllllilended tl1at Hr. Jackson prepare 
an abstract for such a.n article, setting fortJ1 an outline of the proposed 
information, and subl:li t it for reviet-r by the Doard of Governors at the r~e::t · 
,,1eeting. 

Upon conclusion of this report., the President ac:mowlecl.ged the ac­
co1nplishl,1ents of this cor.1mi ttee end e:~ended the cot1pliments of the Institute 
tor the ~ltlustrious endeavors being exerted by- the J'.ir Hygiene Co:i:imittee. 

7 • The Sales rra,1otion Con:11 ttee report was presented by .A, E. i.lhi tfield., 
Chairuan of that cor.uilittee, and covered tl1e tollouing subjects: 

a) It tras here reported that the res,onse resultinG 1':om the distri­
b11tion of the Handboolts indicates a widespread and genuine interest in the 
publication. The Secretar-J furnished iuf'ormat5.on to this COl.a'ilittee to the 
ei'i'ect that requests f'or the liancli>oolc have been received from fifteen 
forei~ countries as uell as from practically every state in the United 
States. 

b) During the discussion pertaining to the Visual Aid Displays, lir. 
f •• t-i, G, Gibb,. Jobnson 1s Company, spoke briefly on tbe plans for e::hibiting 
~'le display tu~·oughout Car,ada, It was also stated that one of' the displays 
is presentl;r in England ior e:dlibition throughout that coWltry. 

c) As a part ot 'tl'le report ot this cor.u:littee., Iir. o. J. Harris was 
called unon to discuss the considerations or the sub-comr,li ttee which has 
been acsicned the task of investigating the marl;et for theatre curtains. 
l~. ilarrls and .a. -J;, L, Tucker served on this comr.d.ttee and the conclusions 
rea.C:1ed inclicated that the potential niarket non appa1·e.it is insuli'icient 
to warrant furti'ler considerations by the Institute. The various city codes 
covering the use ot tire retarctir,.c c,.irtains in theatres are, £or the i:1ost 
part, directed to the usaee of materials other than asi.>estoo, It wa., there­
fore, recor,1.inended that there be no ~'ler activities on the part 0£ the 
Institute in promoting this project. The report prese11ted by- i.ir, ?.arris is 
heretd.th attached. 

ci) Also, as a part ot this committee report, Hr. J. ii.. Bettes tms 
asked to report on activities of the Fellonship Project Co1iu:.ittee1 of uhich 
iir. Bettes was cliainWl. It tms here reported that this sub-coJ11.littee held 
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.. 
tt10 sessions during the past quarter and developed a Fellowship Project list 
for submission at this time. This list, as approved by the Doard of 
Governors, was thereupon submitted and is attached as a part of the minutes 
of this meeting. 

e) The final subject to be reported upon as a part of this cmnmittee 
report concerned proposals for the promotion of asbestos textile sales. 
iir. J •. -... Dettes durin~ recent months has ~ven this problem much study and 
was aslced to present his observations at this time. The reasons for de­
clining asbestos te:;tile usage by the amed services were reviewed and. 
possible methods of overcoming these deterents t1ere suggested. The detailed 
re~:iort covering these r8l118rks is attached as a part of the minutes of this 
meeting. 

Follo,rl.ng the presentation of the several subjects covered in this 
nport, the matters requiring membership action llere cliscusse~. 

l. The recommendation of a. J. Harris on behalf of the sub-committee 
concerned tdth the T'i1eatre curtain project, specifically stating--11That 
no further activities on the ,art of the Institute be e,:erted in promoting 
this project••, t-ras unanimously approved. 

2. The Fellcnrship prlject list as silbmitted by J. A. Bettes t-1as 
une.nir.1ously approved, folloui1~ a motion by .. \. J. Scanlan, and a second by 
G. s. Fabel, that such action be taken. 

3. The discussion concerned with the pro1Jlem of pror.ioting asbestos 
textile sales was concluded by the unanimous acceptance of the recomenda­
tion that the Fiber Procurer.tent Committee be assigned the tasks of l) col­
lecti1'?g pertinent infon,iation regarcling 1:he present and anticipated 
availabilities of asbestos fiber, such information to be obtained from the 
Can&dian mners thro1.1gh the Quebec Asbestos iiiners Association, and 2) 
disseminating the information in such a manner that the several Federal 
Procurement agents may be authoritatively infomed. The Fiber ProC1.lI'en1ent 
Committee will be assisted in these endeavors by the Sales Promotion Com­
mittee and the Associate l'81ftber fiber producers. 

Follouing these considerations the report ot the Sales Promotion 
Committee ue.s accepted and the services of the c01;mlittee appreciatively 
acknowledged. 

8. The Fellouship Report uas presented by u. c. Shaw and copies of the report 
distributed among the members in attendance. A copy of this report is 
attached as a part of the minutes of this meeting. 

9. The Technical Cormnittee report 1-1aa presented by J. D. UcCluer, Chairman of 
the Technical Committee. This corm'llittee during the past quarter has been 
concerned with Federal specification revisions and with considerations re­
lated to the establishment or industry-wide data on tape and braid. The 
full report as presented by the Chairman is heretli.th attached as a part of 
the minutes of this Jil&eting. During the discussion conce1·ned with the 
Federal specification revision section of this 1'8!)ort it was unan:µnously 
agreed that 1-1hen such discussions are held with the various Federal 
agencies, at least wo •. 1embers of the Institute should accompany the 
Secretary for such discussions. ' 
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10. 

u. 

Follcmine a fl.tll r'.isc,1ssion or this re!)ort, it uas unn11imously accepted 
and the uol·k of the comui ttee acknot·1ledsed by the President. 

Upon concl,1dinc the comr:1ittee re!)orts, the President announced that the 
i:loard of Governors, in an effort to 1naintai11 a closer relationship with the 
several cotl!f,dttees ,n.thin the Institute, would have the chairman of each 
of the cor&uttees repu1·t nt all future meetings of the Boarcl of Governors 
regarding the activities of each comr.iittee. 

The ne::t subject presented for clisc11ssion concerned the Fellottship r.eneual. 
~~. c. s. FaiJel, Ci1ain:wi of the subcor.~·.ti.ttee, concerned with this subject 
presented the report of his co,.:;.littee activities and offered rec01,i1i1e11dations 
on the basis of the deliberations pursuant thereto. The coM'll11ittee, in addi­
tion to I.:r~ Fabel., consisted of J·. G. Schoe?f, J,. A. 3ettes mui P. n. Can11on. 
Tbis group met tr.Lth Er. B. H. f~iard, Philadelphia Textile Institute, for 
the purpose of deten,lining the possibilities and advisability of estai.>lish­
inB the r'elloi~lrl.? at the Philadel::,hia Te::tile Institute and were tavorably 
impressed uith the possibilities of establishing such a relationship. It 
was detem:i.necl that there uotu.d be a considerable financial adnmtage to be 
gained throu~1 such a connection and, in addition, the direct association 
of tJ,e Institute t·Ji th a t~:tiJ.e school of the calibre here being considered 
t·101u.d oi'i'er e::tensi ve !)Ossibili ties for cond11ct5.ng research on te::tile 
proble1,1s and would provide our industry tr.L th a source of trained per:onnel 
£or em1,?loyment ui thi11 the asbestos te.':tile industry. In view of these 
conclusions, it tlU the recoumendation of the coror.littee that ei'i'orts be 
made by iir. Fabel to conclude a ,-rorldnr; agreement with the Philadelphia 
Te.':tile Institute for the establishment of the Fellouship at that 
InstUntion. It uas i'1.irther recot:u:iended that 1;r. !t'abel endeavor to obtain 
an option on tJ1e agreer,1ent to cover at lust a three rear period on the 
be.sis of' the tams as are non understood to be acceptable for the first 
year. It uas moved by o. &. Fabel, seconded by A. J. Scanlan and l.mani­
mously agreed that the above recornr.1enclations be accepted. 

It was further agreed that the lee;al counsel should prepare, for s11b­
mission at tJlis ti:11e, a resolution coverins necessary e.~endi tures uhich 
tdll be involved in r,1alcins the transfer from 1:utgers University to 
Philadelpllia Textile Instj.tute to cover the r.!oving expenses 01' the Fellcn-r 
and the purchase ot nett equipt11ent for the laboratory. The resolution as 
presented follotm: 

nr.esol ved that t.'1e Fellcn-rship /.greer:ient t·Ji th tutgers University shall 
11ot be reneued at the end of the c1.irre11t Fellouship year on 
Septaber 30., l9S4. F,irther rresolved that a Fellouship l\gre9Jilent 
be ente1·ed into ,rl. th 't1l'e75n!iadeiph!a Textile Institute of 
Philadelphia, Permsylvcmia f'or one year comf,1enci11$ in Ge:,tember., 
l?SlJ 8!¥! that ti1e necessnr,J funds, not to exceed ~2$001 be ap­
propriated to cover the expense 01' purchasing necessary equipment 
for tJ1e research activities of the I..T.I. at Philadelphia Te::tile 
Institute ancl to cover the moving expenses of' laboratory equipment 
and of Dr. $haw and his family- i'r0li1 I~ew Drunswicl.:1 ll. J. to 
Plliladelphia., ?e11ns;ylvan:ia. n 

It uas moved by G. s. Fabel, seconded by A. J. Scanlan and unanimously 
agreed that the resolution be approved. , 
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l2 • There beinc no t'Ul·ther reg11lar b11siness to coue before the meeting., t.tie 
Presiclent opened the 1,1eeting for general discttssions and called upon liI'. 
l,. c. Fharo., Johnson's Company., to address the group. la-. Pharo e::pressed 
appreciation for the opportunity to attend this meeting and expressed 
great il1terest in the uork or the several committees., especially the 
activities or the Air Hygiene Committee. 

Hr. i~. H. o. Giub also spol;:e briefij,' and expressed a willingness to 
cooperate with and to attempt to enlist the support of the 1nembers of 
Q •• ll.:ii.A., in the Institute 1s efforts to collect ini"ormation regarding 
i'iber prod~ction figures tor tl1e enlightenn1ent of the Federal agencies and 
the general pu.blic. ,ir. Gibbs also translated parts ot a ne1-rspaper article 
originatfog in Pai-is., Fl-ance, ,-rherein a fire fightini suit capable of 
withst&nding 42Jo°F temperature was described. 

13. There being no further business to colile before this meeting, ·it rras moved 
by G. s. Fabel, seconcled by A. J. Scanlm and unarrl.li10usly agi·eed that the 
mee~ be adjourned.. 

l·iyril C.. ihat-1, 
Secretary' 
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