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B TV HINUTES of the General iieeting of the 

- 2 ‘ , Asbestos Textile Institute held Juae 9, 
: 1955 in Philacelphia, Pa, 

IN ATTRDANCE: 

F, J, Waken, President 
JOHISANVILLE CORP, 

AMERICAN ASUISTOS TEXTILE CURP, RAYDEST0SlAIHATTAL, IIIC, 
8y Je We Weber ] Jo A, Tettes 
I A, Jo Scanlan ) Jo A, Brown 

; 31 ' s W, Oliver 
[RT5] ASBESTOS CORPOMATION, LI, : 
) RIS Paul LeClore : SOUTHERNl ASBEZSTOS CQUPAINY 
l, R George Jendins ' 0., C, Fehrens 

iz o4 ASTEWHILL IANUPACTURLG CO, Ge Jo HarTis 

-;,5'.—1.,3 _ BELL ASDESTOS MIIES WION ASBESTOS & RUCBIR CO, 
xi‘l’ j Jo A, Smith , Jo To Corcoran 
PTx F. B, Lreider 
CLI% . CAPE ASBESTOS CAPAIY, LID, 
#L4 R Ee Cryor SOCIETE FILICAISE DE 1'AITANTE 
s _ " Pierre Savary 
2 Y. SOHNS-ANVILLE CORP, ‘ ‘ 
. . z We G, Hoffer - CAAALADER, WICKERSIIAIl & TAIT 
= /{ E. A, Schuuan . Lie I, Luddocl 

r3 M-g. 

Rl JOMISONIS CaPANY _ ASBISTOS TEITILE LiSTITUTC 

TN KEASDEY & IATTISON CO, 
e C. R, Frederick 

Fiw; Rel, Lanz 
A D. V. Vidmayer 

i . 

LY ! 1, The meeting was called to order by President ijakem and an address of welcome 
- 53 extended to all those in attendance, especially recogniziig the good repree 
:‘. ~ "t'“ : sentation of Associate members present, During the course of tiie introduc= 

tory remari:s the uembers were advisaed recaiving the absence of George 
Harshall, Raybestos«lianhattan, one of tlie fouders of the Institute and a 
member vho rarely suisses the Institutie meetings, Iir, harshall's avsence on 
this occasion is due to the fact that he is presently under medical attention 
and treatinent at the Keupner Clinic, Duke University, ilope was here espressed 
that lir, larsiallts recovery would be speedy and that he would be able to 
attend the nett meeting of this association, 
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FPollowing these remari:s each merber was askod to introduce himself and 
identify his company affiliation, 

S
o

d
d

 
+

 A
 
e

 

i 

k 

CRMC-Motley1000-Subj-001698 

Asbestos Textile Institute Minutes Calling an Autopsy Study Ill-Advised (1955)
ACL Doc 12956 · Page 1 of 4

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/12956/1

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/12956/1


The President introdnced the ilinutes of the last nmeeting of the Insti.ute for 
reading at this tine, however, iixr. D. i, ‘Kdnayer noved that the rezcing be 
dispensed with at this time since a‘l .iermbers hod received copies of tiiese 
minutes and were {rmiliar with the actions there talien. ix, D, &, ilolnes 
seconded this nmotion and it was unaninously agreed upon, 

Tho Treasurer's Neport was presented by the Assistant Treasurer in the absence 
of Treasurer J, G, Schioepf, TFollowing a discussion of this report, it was 
moved by J. A, Dettes, seconded by J, F, Corcoran, and unaninously agreed 
that the report be accepted. (Copy attacaed), 

The Secretary's report was read by the Secretary anl 4is attached as a part 
of the kinutes of this meeting, . ' 

. 

The President next called upon ix, iis I, iluddocl:, Legal Counsel, for his ree 
marks of intercest to the nenbers assenvled, iir, Ruddock addressed the group 
regarding the recent neeting of the lectiion of Anti-Trust Law of the 
Amcrican Sar Association in llashington U, C, vhich cealt e:clusively with 
antietrust problens affecting trace associations, lle dealt vith informative 
portions of tue address given at that weeting by Assistant Attorner Genersl 
Sarnes, Chairnan llovrey of the Federal Troce Couzilssion anc others, 

The first comnittce report was presented by iir. D. I, Holmes on behalf of the 
Air Hygiene Commiittee, This report and the discussion pertaining theretie 
wes nainly concerned with a proposal for ressarch recently submitted to the 
Institute by the Air Hygiene Cormittee, said research covering the two 
projects: 1) a carcioerulionery study and 2) an autopsy study, It was gene 

"~ erally agreed that the first project noted would be desirecvule and would 
undoubtedly provide same information of sijnificance, howiever, the inability 

. of member comnanies to obtain caididztes for participation in this project, 
which would require hospitalization and ovservation, would secm to nrovide 
great difficulties in effectively carryiag out such a prograa at this time, 
The second program listed was considered illeadvised at this time due to its \/ 
dmplication thiat a relationship eccisted betweon asbestosis and carcinogenic 
development, & condition which, to date, has not been established although ! 
4t has been given rather wide-spread publicity in the nress. { 

The Technical Comiittee report was presented by iir. Jo D, i.cCluer, Chairman 
of that Comuttee, (Report attached), In pursuance of the several projects 
under consideration by this group the following results were rejorted: 1) 
the industry-wide tabulation of braicded tubing constructions have been 
drafted and are beinz submitted to the Sales Promotion Comuittee for considersw 
tion, 2) the tape list, covering an industry-uide selection of these materie 
als, has becn conpleted and is likewise being sulndtted to the Sales Promow 
tion Committes for review, 3) the standard cloth list has been brought up 
to date, with changes being usde with regarv to the tensile strengths of 
certain grades of the LOP10 constructions, ilany other activities of this 
commities wers reported upcn and the attached report covers the remariss in 

The Fellouship Report was presented by the Fellow and covered, in the main, 
the results of recent work uith respect to the determination of the elevated 
temperaturs characteristics of those asvestos tecitiles included in several 
federal and incustrial specifications which contain provisions for a heat N 
aging test. Tae Fellowsiip remort is attached as a part of the !lZnutes of b 
this mesting, : 
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» It 48 the recamendation of the Air llypiene Cxmittee that the individual 
" members of the Asbestos Tertile Institute participate voluntarily inm further 

" Tesearch of Asbestosis through (l)wdio-p\fl.nomry and (2) suntopey studies, 

e Asbestos Textile Institute = Alr Hyglens Comrittae 
Proposal for Asbestosis Research s 

~ 
A 

- The cardio=pulmonary studies would be conducted by Dr. Pe.A, Theodos - 
- at the Barton Memorial Hospital, 121 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, 

Pemmsylvania, Approximately one weeks hospitalization 
would be necessary for the studies which would include: 

- 1o A complete medical and industrial history, physical 
. examination, and routins laboratory studies including 

X=rays of the chest and elsctrocardiograus, 

2¢ Complete pulmonary function studies including measure- 
sents of the ventilation, degree of emphysema and the 
Tespiratory gas exchange, 

3o Cardiac catheterization to determins the pressure in 
the pulmonary circulation and to correlate these with 
the clinical features and the pulicnary function studies, 

« ke Lung biopsy under local anesthesia in selectec cases to 
correlate the patiological features with the clinical 
and laboratory findings, 

"It 48 indicated that the hospital charges would appro:chiscte 1300, 
per pctient, The cost to the member coupany would, of course, 
include the additional expenses of transportetion, wage loss, etc, 
A Group Hospitalisation plan might ebsorb a portion of the costs, 

Report of all medical data for each patient would be forwarded to 
the coupany phytician and to the fomily physician, if desired, 
Following a series of studies, Dr, Theodos would sumarize and 
report his findings to the Instite nmmberaidp. 

per patient 

This type of investization is of considercble value to each particie 
pating liember and to the Institute as a whole, 
study of the patient would indicate objectively the evaluation of 
cause and extent of Gisability, Since the usual case sent for this 
examination wonld be a current or potential worimen's caspensation 
occupational disease claim, this report would assist in determining 

The results of the 

the validity of the claim and the extent of the disability and 
therefore, the liability, 

2, Autopsy Study, 

The pathological and analytical studies of autopsy specimens would 

b 4 

be made by Dr, G, W, H, Schepers, Saranac Laboratory, Saranac, 
Rew York, The study oconsists of reports of the pathology, the 
petrographic analysis and tissue ashing, 
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o Proposal for Asbestosis Research Page 2 

‘- 

- 

Autopsy specimens would be obtained and forwarded by the plant 
- physician, Details of the medical routines, the smployment and 

medical histories, and specimen preparation wers given each 
-docter at ths October, 1954 meeting, 

Deport of the study would be sent to the plant physician, with 
additional copies for the pathologist penominc the sutopsy and 
the fauily doctor as desired, The cost of the complete study 
approccimates ,200, = 250, 

This type of investigation, too, 48 of considerable value to the 
participating company and to the entire Instituts. The individual 
reports will establish, in a msnner not possible by xX-ray and 
clinical dlagnosis, the mature and extent of the disease process, 
This vill have important bearing on \uorbun’a Ct:..pcnntion liability 
for s particular case, 

Afier a series of case studies, Dr, Schepers will sumarize and 
report to the Institute membership his findings and observations, 
lihile animal experimentation has contributed greatly, the autopsy 
studies can develop even more camplete knovledge of tbe disease 
process; which in turn can lsad to more effective medical and 
exposure control, 

Industry participation in these programs would insurs advance in liedical 
Knowledge regarding Asbestosis, Since the cases in any ons coanpany ars so 
few, the cumulative industry experience is necessary to provide a large v, 
encugh sample to produce valid data, 

The cost for each member is nominal and irmediate value is obtained through 
the case reports which provide a basis for equitesble settlement of Vorimen's 
Campensatien clains, 

While the Board of Covernors has approved these programs in principle, we 
desire to have a direct indication frou each member campany as to whether 
they will participate in them. It is understood that such might require 
clarification or modification of soms managoment policies, 

Would you kindly review the above proposals and indicrte thl intent af 
your coupany regarding them, : 

- Should genaral participation be agreed to, complste deteils, procddures, 
addresses, etc, will be forwrrded sach mamber for distribution to npproprj.ato 
oanpany personnel, 

. L H, ll, Jackson, Chairman 
. : Air Hygiens Committes 
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