‘ | oLty T é;‘qu

: ! DEPARTAMEN T OF EPIDEMIOLOGY AND HEALTH
| YO - I UNIVLISIES SERILE, MUNIRIAL g QUL . LANAUA [{3A 2B4
LS Mot UNIVERNTEY
Telephone # 392-8058 Area Code 514

January 29, 1974

Mr, Jobn Marsh
haybesntus-Manhattan
JU9 Middle Street
LRTBGEPURT, Conn.
0HHH07

v Dear Mr. Marsh,

Fuither to sur discussions on ¥Friday, Janusry the 25th, 1 would
tike Lo clutiiy one or two points which you raised., The method used to
wount Lhe membrane £ilters was that adopead by the British Occupational
Hiyziene soviety., There are essentlally twoe reasons for using this mechod.
e, W were Lcausporting samples considerable distances before countings
Yhoe Britisi wethod calls for treatment ot the fllter 4t the site with a
Yplexiopiass in chlor oform” sulution which essentially fixes the fibres in
place, nducine the visk of disturbling the pdarticles vefuse they teach (he
taboratory, Secowdlyv, the American method calls for the prenarction ot o
st tal selutton contuniug dissolved memtcane titer which musi be tairly
rresh when usked, it requircs some time for preparation and we have tound
that ¢omets untog Lhe British aud American methods are comparable,

With tegard to the sub-micron diameter tibres, we chione scamnng
clectron microscony tther tnan transmissioun electron microscupy because
virtuaily al! tecwrlyws for examining aivnorne dust using Cransaission
vlectron microscony | iwvolve transfer of dust trowm the filter tu the {
CIECLTun MLcToscupe 1+ id.  This can leud wu sericus loss of fibres urdes
sutie ¢ reumstences ani the £ibre (3 ualikely to be observed in the same

- condit un u4s 1L was crllected. Bacause we were lntérested in the actual
asrhotie Libre concen rations, we decidid to ciiminate the possibility ol
tihrilisation e¢te. by vollecting samples un nucleopore membrane filters and
vXamoniug the samples directly.

‘The airbovne fibre concentratious &t Plent 2, raise 8 serivus
problen, There is wo doubt in wy wind that it should be impossible fur
man €0 be unkinowingly exposed to fibre cunoentrations exceeding those poimitieu
in an Lsbestos indust y. As you kiww, we agreed in our contract that L. L
rednits of our studier would not be publisied untt) one year from submi.ulo
“t tue €inal repure t:. Raybestos-Manhattan lu the meantime, 1 woula liie

CRMC-Motley1000-Subj-002226

Dr. G. W. Gibbs to John H. Marsh on Fiber Counts and Asbestos Safety Garments (1974) Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 12974 - Page 1 of 2 asbestosclaims.law/library/12974/1


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/12974/1

to ensure that companies manufscturing asbestos safery garments are uade
awsure that garments do exist which give rise to fairly high concentrations
of asbestos in o wan's breathing zoue. [ would appreciate any suggestions
you might have,

There are probably two furtfer invescigutions which are wortiwhil.
1) tusts ot spectally treated  (eg coated inside and out) asbestos pargent
both th the lavoratory and in the field. Although the dust concentrutions
releascd hy thie garments which we tested at plant ! did uot exceed the -
S fibredee standand, some of them would exceed the 2 tibre standard {1 thee

work bioactive adopted at 4 particular plant requiied men to wear thew moie
foegueetty then at this plant.

2)  Fevethier apvestipation of the Nuvatex mutertael Exactly where o gu -
with * ts mator lul witl be known tn gdbout 3 weeks when we have completed
our e Lo, . .

Lt vem have any furthier questions vomceiniug the repert on Yhase
or wen | Like o discuss follow up studies un usbestus gafwents, ples  de
aul fu Lale ' contdct me,

Youtrs sincerely,
.y .
AR A

CoW, "GibLhs, MSc, ™50, Phb
Assistant Pro*uvusct

[P RYSTY

ce Py 0, Magenhieimer
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