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S E : PDHPARTAMENT OF EPIDLMIOLOGY AND HIEALTH 
LY W T UNIVIRNIES MERIRE, MUNIREAL QK WUL L LANALA {3A 2B4 
s Mt n U NIV RN 

Telephone # 392-8058 Area Code 514 

January 29, 1974 

Mr, John Marsh 
havbestos-Manhalbtan 
JU9 Middle Street 
LRIBGEPURT, Conn. 
1HHH0 Y 

Dear Mr. Marsh, 

Further to ur discussions on Friday, Janusry the 25th, I would 
like Lo cluttiy one or two points which you ralsed, The method used to 
mounl Lhe wembrdne filters was that adopead by the British Occupational 
Hyzivne sucicvty., Thure are esscentlally twoe reasons for using this method. 
P, we were Loausporting samples cunsiderable distances before couatings 
Yhe British method calls ftor treatmeut of the fllter at the site with 2 
“pluxi-piass in chlor form” solution which essentially fixes the fibres in 
place, reducine the tisk of disturbiog the particles vefuce they reach (e 
taberatory, Secowdly, the Amertcan method calls for the prenarction ot o 
et selutten cont uinlug dissolved memtoane $Liter which musi be taarly 
*resh when used, it requircs some time for proeparation and we have tound 

that ¢owees untog the British aud Amerf{can methods are cowparable. 

Wit tegard to the sub-micron diamcter tibres, we chiune scaunng 
clectron microscony tither than transmissiou electron microscoupy becaus: 
virtualty al' teowrlyws for examining aivvorne dJdust using Cransalssion ) 
vlectron microscony | wolve transfer of doust tvom the filter tu the { 
CAECLTun wicTuscope weid. This can lead wu serious loss of fibies undes 
sulme ¢ remmstouces ani the £ibre 13 valikely to be observed in the same 
condit un us 1t was ¢rllected. Because we were intérested in the actua! 
arrbotie 1ibre concen rations, we decided 1o climinate the possibility ol 
tihrilisation e¢te. by collecting samples un nucleopure membrane €ilters und 
vXamantug the samples directly. 

‘The girborn. fibre concentrations 4t Plent 2, raise 8 serivus 
problen, There is uwo doubt in wy wmind that it should be impossible fur 
man to be unkuowingly oxposed to fibre cuteentyations exceeding those poimiiieu 
in an Lsbestos fmdust y. As you kiww, we axreed in our contract that L. 
resnits of our studie would not be published unct) one year from submi.uiv 
ot tue €inal repurt ti- Raybestos-Manhattan lu the meantlme, 1 woula liie 
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to ensure that companies manufscturing ashestos safery garments sre wade 
awure that garments do exigt which give rise to fairly high concentratiouny 
of asbestos in o wan's breathing zouw. I would appreciate any suggestions 
you might have, 

There are probably two furtfer invescigutions which are worthiwhil. 

1) tests ol spectally treated (eg coated inside and out) asbestos pargunt 
both o the laworatory and io the field. Althougl the dust concentraripns 
releasod by Lhe garments which we rested at plant ! did not exceed the - 
S fibredes stondand, some of them would exceed the 2 tibre standard (3 thee 
work pactive adopted at 8 particular plant requiied men to wear thes more 
foestuent ity then at this plant. 

2} vrher apvestipation of the Novatex muterial Exactly where Lo gu - 
with = s mats o tul will be known {n about 3 weeks when we have completed 
our e Lo . . 

It ver have any furthier questious voncetning the repoert on Yhase 
or weu | Lihe ‘o discuss folluw up studies on usbestus gefMoeuts, ples de 
RS TN Lale ' contact we, 

Yours sincerely, 
.y, ' 

VAR 

C.W. GiLlhs, MSc, M35, PhaD 
Assistant Protoeusit 

(RN RN 

co Py, Masenhelner 
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