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ANDLER, PENNSYLVANIA

eatturve DPrICES May 13, 1946

X&M No. 3755
W. W. F. Shepherd, Esq. ) .
Turner & Newall Ltd.
Spotland, Rochdale
N Dear Mr. Shepherd:

Subject: Dr. Gardner's Asbestos Dust
Experiments

I hand you herewith copy of Mr. Vandiver Brown’s
letter of May Oth, together with copies of enclosures re-
{erred to by him.

I am today writing Mr. Brown suggesting that in
1y opinion it is high time we received something definite
. from Dr. Gardner and that we start bringing pressure to
bear so that he submits his finz] report to us in the reason-
ably near future.

Ygu-§s sincerely,

-

ermn:ck Keasbey & Mattison Company
Atts. ’
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JOHNS-MANVILLE CORPORATION
XEW YORK

Mey 9, 1946

Mr. Ernest Muehleck
Eeasbey & Mattiscn Co.
Ardler, Pa,
Dear Mr, Muehleck:
Ae indicsted therein, I believe you will
be interested in copy of my letter to Mr. Getke ané Ir.

Cerdner's to Mr. Woodsrd.

Syncerely,

{8/ VARDIVER BROWK

SECRETARY
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Mey 9, 1546

€

*Mr, Thormas L. Getke, Pres.
Asbestos Textile Co., Inc.
165 West Wacker Drive
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Mr, Cetke:

As ny secretary informed you, I ves svay vben your letter
of April 18 srrived end since my return I have delayed enevering until I
could locate s letter of Dr. Gerdner’s vhich discussed the matter of
cencer in relation to ssbestos dust. I heve nov located end am atteching
& copy of bis letter of April 8 to Mr. J, P, Woodard, our Director of
Industrial Relstions. In viev of your comments concerning this espect of
the problem, I sm sure you vill find hie letter of interest. I sx sorry

I Bave no copy of Dr. Heuper's peper,

Dr. Gerdner’s spprosch to this question is typicel very ceutious,
very scientific end demonstrating en unvillingnese to sccept any theory ss e
fact until the evidence is overvbelming. Dr. Bovditch correctly reported
me as being scmevhast annoyed snd dissppointed that Dr. Gerdner would not
lend us support in comnection vith s proposed Rev Jersey Industrisl Eygiene
Code to the effect that the small particles, vhich do the demage in the
cese of silics, sre innocuous in the case of esbestos. Eis unvillingness
i this connection is sgein charscteristic end, vhile 1t 18 & little
snooying, I think that on-bslance it is & feavorsble charscteristic. At eny
rste ve knov -- end his fellov experte kpov -- that vhen Dr. Gardner stetes
8 finding it is guite likely tc De correct.

Mr. Muebleck of Keesbey & Mattiscn Co., es vell ss I, hes Deen
following Dr. Cerdner from time to time and urging him to prepare s definite
report dbut ve have slveys received during the var yeers substantislly the seme
snsver that he gsve you. Hovever, his excuse is mov vearing e little thin,
end since be i# nov incressing his staff, I think we should persist in our
efforts to have him complete the job he started for us.

I am sending Mr. Mushleck a copy of this letter and the emclosure
es I am gure be vill 2lac de interested.

With kind personel regerds, I ex

Sincerely,
/a/ Vandiver Brown
Secretary
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) TEE SARARAC LABORATCRY
FOR TEE STUDY OF TUEERCULOSIS
OF TEE EIWARD L, TRUIEAU FOUNDATION

May 8, 1946

Mr. J. P, Wooderd
Johna-Manville Corp.
Kev York, N. Y,

Deer Page:

I vas pleseed to see the copy of Dr. Heuper's paper on Casncer '
in its relstion to occupstion snd environment and, es requested, I em
returning it herevith,

It is well knowvn that eedbestosis has Deen mentioned ss one of

the csuses of pulmonary cancer because of the fact that there ars nov on

° record some tventy-three cases of coincidence of the tvo conditions. I em
not 2t 211 sure thet selection has not played s lergs pert in these pudlications,
Everybody is looking for s cesuse of cancer, end vhenever even s suspicicus
occupational history is obteined, the doctor is likely to pudlisb bis ceee
vith suggestions that some dust or fume bas been the cause. EHovever, the
nusber in the case of esdestosie s sufficiently grest to be ixpressive. I,
wyself, have felt that this notion is errcneocus, since exaxzination of films of
pereons ecployed in the assbestos industry bas, to my knovledge, not shown
eny excess of carcinoms of the lung. Dr, Vestal concurs in this {des; never-
the lees, the notion prevails in medical circles.

It 1s to collect and pudblish more relisdle informstion on this end
other little eppreciated phases of the ssbestos probdlem that I hope ve may
have the opportunity to reviev all films of Johna-Manvrille employees. Some-
body sbould do this for the asbestos industry in the United Stetes. I believe
thet 'somebody' should be outside of the industry, as obricusly it would then
carry more veight. I hope, before I die, the opportunity may be efforded ue.

There is one other phase of the subject, bovever, that I believe
deserves considerstion. In one of my reports to your group, I noted that there
vss an unususlly high incidence of cancer of the lung in vhite mice which had
been exposed to esbestos dust. This species of enimal does not develop asdestosie,
largely, I think, becsuse of the air passages too small to permit inheling of
fidrous esbestos. Nevertheleess, ve d1d firnd over 80% of mice exposed to esbestos
shoving tuzors of the lung, end only ecme 15% or 20% of thoee exposed to other
dusts shoved tumors of this nsture. These findings represented s suxmary of sll
our experience with mice in sebestos dust. Experiments vere not done with the
purpose of demonstrating cencer. No attempt was made to control the observation.
No care ves taken to select e strasin of mice that was or ves not susceptidle to
tuxor. Cancer hee not developed in eny other species of enimal used in the

expericent,
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In viev of the pudlicity given ceancer of the lung, I thougkit that
the subject deeerved further experimental investigstion. I have made &
proposel to the Ketionel Cancer Institute for a grant of $15,000 to carry on
& three-yesr expericent., I telked the matter over with Dr. Rbhoads of the
Memorial Bospitsl end he wes highly enthusisstic. As a mexber of the
sppropristion ocomxittee of the Netional Cancer Inastitute, he made favecrebdle
reccrmendation. Howvever, other members of the commitiee turned 4t dcwn and
the sudject vas dropped. I etill delieve that it might be a suitsdle matter

for further investigatiom.

More importsnt, howvever, wvould de the anslysis of films of persons
enployed in the ssbestos industry. If e large enough number of such filme vere
revieved by one central sgency, I sm quite sure that ve vould-have evidence to
controvert the izplications of the cass reports nov io the mefical literature.

I enclose 2 reprint dy tvo of my sssocistes desling with the
gensral subject of pulmonery cancer and inhaled dust. In the didliogrsphy I
havs checked several articles reporting ceses in esdbestos vorkers.

Sincersly,
e/ Roy

Leroy U, Gerdner
Director
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