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eattutwe DYSICES May 13, 1946 

X&M No. 3755 

W. W. F. Shepherd, Esq. ' . 
Turner & Newall Ltd. 
Spotland, Rochdzale 

Dear Mr. Shepherd: 

Subject: Dr. Gardner’s Asbestos Dust 
Experiments 

I hand you herewith copy of Mr. Vandiver Brown’s 
letter of May 9th, together with copies of enclosures re- 
{ferred to by him. 

I am today writing Mr. Brown suggesting that in 
1y opinion it is high time we received something definite 
from Dr. Gardner and that we start bringing pressure to 
bear so that he submits his final report to us in the reason- 
ably near future. . 

Youss sincerely, 

- e — 

- - 

em:ck Keasbey & Mattison Company 
Atts. ’ 

Follow Copy 

CRMC-Motley1000-Subj-005335 

Ernest Muehleck to W. W. F. Shepherd Enclosing Vandiver Brown's Letters on Gardner's Final Report (1946)
ACL Doc 12994 · Page 1 of 5

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/12994/1

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/12994/1


copy 

JOHNS-MANVILIE CORPORATICR 
. NEW YCRK 

My 9, 1946 

Mr. Erneat Muehleck 
Keasbey & Mattiscn Co. 
Ardler, Pa, 

Dear Mr. Muehleck: 

Ae indicated therein, I belisve you vill 

be interested in copy of my letter to Mr. Getke asnéd Dr. 

Cerdner's to Mr. Woodard. 

Sincerely, 

{8/ VARDIVER BROWK 
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Mey 9, 1546 
t 

*Mr, Thormas L. Getke, Pres. 
Asbestos Textile Co., Inc. 
165 West Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Ill. . 

Dear Mr., Cetke: 

As wy secretary informed you, I ves svay vhen your letter 
of April 18 srrived and since my return I have delaysd ansvering until I 
could locate a letter of Dr, Cardner's vhich discussed the matter of 
cencer in relstion to ssbestos dust. I bave nov located and am atteching 
& copy of hie letter of April 8 to Mr. J. P, Woodard, our Director of 
Industrisl Relstions. In viev of your comments concerning this espect of 
the problem, I sm sure you vill find his letter of interest. I ez eorry 
I bave no copy of Dr. Heuper's pesper, 

Dr. Gerdner's spprosch to this question is typicel very ceutious, 
very scientific end demonstreting en umvillingness to sccept any theory ss » 
fact until the evidence is overvhelming. Dr. Bovditch correctly reported 
me as being scmevhat 2nnoyed exnd dissppointed that Dr. GCerdner would not 
lend us support in comnection vith & proposed Rev Jersey Industrial Eygiene 
Code to the sffect that the w1l perticles, wvhich do the demage in the 
cese of silics, are innocuous in the oase of esbestos. Eis unvillingness 
in this connection is esgein charscteristic end, vhile it s & 1little 
snooying, I think thst on-balance it is e favorsble cherscteristic. At eny 
rate ve knov -- and his fellov experts kuov -- that vhen Dr. Gardner stetes 
8 finding 1t 1s guite likely to De correct. 

Mr. Muebleck of Kessbey & Mattison Co., es vell ss I, hes deen 
following Dr. Gerdner from time to time e2nd urging bizm to prepare e definite 
report but ve have aslveys received during the var yesrs substentially the sexme 
sngver that he geve you. Hovever, his excuse {s nov vearing e little thin, 
end pince be i# nov incressing his steff, I think ve should persist in our 
efforts to have hinm complete the job he started for us. 

I am sending Mr. Muehleck a copy of this letter and the emclosure 
es I am sure he will 2lac e interested. 

With kind personsl regerds, I ex 

Sincerely, 
{a/ Vandiver Brown 

Secretary 
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THE SARARAC LABORATCRY 
FOR THE STUDY QF TUEERCULOSIS 

OF TEE EDWARD L. TRUIEAU FOURDATIOR 

May 8, 1946 

Mr. J. P, Woodard 
Johna-Manville Corp. 
Nev York, No Yo 

Deer Page: 

I vas plessed to see the copy of Dr. Heuper's paper on Cancer ' 
in its relstion to occupstion and envircnment and, as roequested, I em 
returning 4t herevith, 

It is vell kmown thet eebestosis has been mentioned ss cne of 
the ceuses of pulmonsry cancer because of the fact that there sre nov on 
record sowe tventy-three cases of coincidence of the tvo conditions. 1 em 
not st ell sure thet selection has not played » lerges part in these pudlicatione, 
Everybody is locking for & cause of cancer, snd vhenever oven 2 suspicious 
occupstiocnal history 1s obtained, the doctor 4s likely to pudlisb his cezee 
vith suggestione that some dust or fume hss been the csuse. Hovever, the 
number in the cese of esbestosis ig sufficiently grest to be fxpressive. I, 
myself, have felt that this notion is erromsous, since exaxmination of films of 
pereons ecployed in the ssbestos industry has, to my Inovledge, not sbown 
eny excess of carcinoms of the lung. Dr, Vestal concurs in this idea; never- 
the lees, the notion preveils in medical circles. 

It 1s to collect eand pudblish more relisdls informstion on this end 
other little eppreciated pbases of the esbestos prodlem that I bope ve may 
have the opportunity to reviev 2ll films of Johna-Manville employees. Some- 
body should do this for the asbestos industry in the Unitsd States. I believe 
that feomebody' ehould be outside of the industry, ss cbriously 1t would then 
carry more veight. I hope, before I die, the opportunity may de efforded ue. 

There 1s one otber phsse of the subjlect, bovever, that I belleve 
deserves coneiderstion. In one of my reports to your group, I noted that there 
vas an unusuelly high incidence of cancer of the lung in vhite mice which had 
beesn expoesed to esbestos dust. This species cf animal does not develop asbestosie, 
largely, I think, becsuse of the air passages too small to perzmit inheling of 
fidbrous asbestos. Nevertheless, we did find over 80% of mice exposed to asbestos 
shoving turors of the lung, end only some 15% or 20% of those exposed to other 
dusts sboved tumors of this nature. Thess findings represented s swrmary of sll 
our sxperience with mice in sedbestos dust., Experimenta vere not done vith the 
purpose of demonstrating cancer. No attempt was made to control the observetion. 
Ko care vas taken to select & strsin of mice that wes or ves not susceptidle to 
tumor. Cancer hee not developed in any other species of animal used in the 
expericent, 
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In viev of the publicity given cancer of tbe lung, I thought that 
the subject deserved further experimentsl investigation. I have made & 
proposel to the Neticnel Cancer Institute for s grent of $15,000 to carry on 
& three-yesr expericent,, 1 talked the matter over with Dr. Rbosds of the 
Memoris) Hospital end he was bighly enthusisstic. As a mexber of the 
sppropristion comxittee of the Netional Cancer Institute, he mads favoreble 
recormendation. Hovever, other members of the committiee twrned 1t dcwn and 
the sudbject was dropped. I etill bdelieve that 1t might bde & suitedle matter 
for further investigatiom. 

More izportsnt, hovever, would de the anslysis of filma of persons 
employed in the apbestos industry. If & lerge encugh muzmbder of such films vere 
revieved by one centrsl sgency, I sm quite sure that ve vould-have evidence to 
controvert the implications of the cass reports nov in the medical literature. 

I enclose » reprint by tvo of my sssociates dealing vith the 
gensral subject of pulmonery cencer end inhaled dust. In the didliogrsphy I 
havs checked seversl articles reporting ceses in asdestos wvorkers. 

Sincersly, 

e/ Roy 
) Leroy U, Gerdner 

Director 
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