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sussecT: Review of Robinson Paper on Mortality Patlerns 1940-1975% ) 

I've reviewed subject paper acd find the figures om asbestos usage 
T---— coipcicde with inforzation given to N10SA by me at various tises.: 

] Actually, =y figure of 375 tons peak amosite unsage probadly is 
“. -excessive. Three hundred tons zmight be more accurats. Cafortusately, 

no records appear i be availadle cn which to base anything more 
accurate. 

71 =~ 1 €annct vouch for any of the =mediczl or statistical data and st 
assuze it i3 correct or at least can be jnstified by ¥10SH. 

As for =esothelicma, I think they have atretched :things when tiey tse 
. Ztiese results to implicate chrysotils as a cssse. With only 17 =eso. 

cases in a cchort of 3277, orx barely 1/2%, it {3 quite rossible, even 
probable, all 17 were exposed to crocidolite and/or amczite. This 
should Bs sasy to0 cheeck if we ¢an get zares from FI0SH, ¢z our 
exploymant records crodably show these people to have worked with or 
near exposures other than chrysotile. They may all hava had high 
erocidolite exposures. 

I consider =20SH ez..zenely resizs in f2iling to investigate this. Aa 
far as 1I's concermed it indicatem a lack of da=irs %0 estidlish 4he 
true facts and constitutes another atienpt to back up a preccnceived 
ootion coccerning am sssociation bhetween chrysotils expcsure amd 
Segothelioza. . , 

by " Another deficiency is tde failgre’ tg ralate adverse heaslth effe:é to 
dogaga. Parhaps this shounldn’t be a part of such a mortality stddy, 
but it certainly ls izportant that sany of the deaths probably were 
related to very hich exposures., I doubt NICSH made any attempt to 
correlate these cases with the exposure data. 
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