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ASBESTOS AND 'CANCER - A NEW EVALUATION

.
.

A1 commercial forms of asbestos have becn shown to be
carcinogenic in mice, rats, hamsters and rabbits. Humen
occupational cxposure to all cemmercial fomms of asbestostHzs
resulted in a high incidence of lung cancer and mesothelicras.
Thesc werc the main conclusions of the working groupl comened
, Lyon,
which met here for five days, 13-17 December 1976.

During the first part of the meeting the group vetted all
available data already published in scientific journals deal-
ing with asbestos and cancer. They comparcd and collated the '
reports dealing with :animal experimentation on the one hand
and those telating to human exposure to asbestos fibres on ..h°
other.

The experimental data showed a wide measure of agreement
betwecen laboratories in different countries with a \'ariet)' cf
tumours in lung and pleura being found after asbostos fibres
had been injected or inhaled. One laboratory rcperted tumours
in rats whose feed contained asbestos f:lter ma*cr:.al.

Men employed in the asbestos industry have teen <hc\\n to
have a high incidence of lung cancers, mesothelicmas (cancer
of the pleura and peritonenm] and, to 2 lesser exient, Z2sTtro-
intestinal tract tumours. These include asbestos miners, men
erployed in varicus parts of the processing industries and
those working on building sites znd shipyards where a<ocs..os
is used in many forms. Garage mechanics carrying cut _repair
on_brake linings arc_also at Tisk. The group noted reports of
mesothzliomas occurring in mdl\'muals living in the vicinity
of ‘a2sbesios factories,
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Exposed vorkers were 1iable to increased ,gmw
dencg VWICLAZT OT nog they eomed: 3 they smokred, th2 two fac

tors acted in a n‘.xlnpllcanve way producing an e\tren-lv high
lung cancer risk. .

.

Concern was also shown by the group about the reports tha:
the general population may also be exposed to asbestos fibres
in beverages, drinking water, food, ph'mnceuncal and dental

roducts and threugh censumer use of asbestos-containing
produzts. ~ Although abundsnt cvidence exists of the carcinegen:
city to man of inhaled asbestos fibres, there is wo evidence
presont-that ingested asbestos fibres arc carcinenenic to
However, the aroup concluded that "at present it is net pos
to asscss whethor there is a level of cxposurc to asbkestos in
humans below vhich an increasod risk of cancer would not oZcun’

Year 2nniaved Yint a7 nomng

- ‘; EXHIBIT |

CRMC-Motley1000-Subj-004586

M- £6O

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
asbestosclaims.law/library/13031/1


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/13031/1

