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ASBESTOS AND "CANCER - A NEW EVALUATION 
. v 
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A1 commercial forms of asbestos have becn shown to be 
carcinogenic in mice, rats, hamsters and rabbits. Humon 
occupational cxposure to all commercial fomms of asbestos-has 
resulted in a high incidence of lung cancer and mesothelicrias. 
These were the main conclusions of the working group’ com-ened 

"by the International Agency for Research on Cancer , Lyon, 
which met here for five days, 13-17 December 1976, 

During the first part of the meeting the group vetted all 
available data already published in scientific journals deal- 
ing with asbestos and cancer. They compared and collated the ' 
reports dealing with animal experimentation on the one hand 
and those relating to human exposure to asbestos fibres on ..h° 
other. 

The experimental data showed a wide measure of agreement 
between laborateries in different countries with a variety cof 
tumours in lung and pleura being found after asbostos fibres 
had been injected or inhaled. One laboratory regorted tumours 
in rats whose feed contained asbestos fllter material. 

Men employed in the asbestos industry have teen <hc\m to 
have a high incidence of lung cancers, mesothelicmas (cancer 
of the plcura and peritonemn) and, to 2 lesser extent, Zastro~ 
intestinal tract tumours. These include asbestos miners, 'n-n 
erployed in various parts of the processing industries and 
those working on building sites and shipyards where a<ocs..ns 
is used in many forms. Gamwe mechanics carrying cut_repal 

on_brake linings arc_ ..lso at Tisk. The group noted re ,orts of 
‘mesotheliomas occurrmc if- ifdividuals living in the vicinity 
of ‘a2sbestos factoriesy 

. 

Exposed vorkers were 1iable to mcrflg_,adc _;me 
dence Whctnsr or not they ssowcd: 3f they smoked, the tvo fac 
tors acted in a mlnphcanve way produ'.mg an extremely high 
lung cancer risk. 

- 

Concern was also shown by the group about the reports that 
the general population may also be exvosed to asbestos fibres 
in beverages, drinking water, food, ph'u'mceutlcal and dentzal 
p~'oducts and threugh censurer use of ashestos-contain ing 
products. © Although abustznt evidonce exists of the ¢ r:mog_ ont 
city to man of inhaled asbestos fibres, there is o evidence at 
preseant-that ingested asbestos fibres are carcinecenic to . 

7 lowever, the group concluded that "at present it is net possidl 
to asscss whethor there is a level of cxposure to askestos i 
hunans below vhich an increasod risk of cancer would no.. occ p5 
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