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T Lung Cancer . .

*

Gince you have gome throuzh the various Industrizl Hynicrne Digests

Januvary 30, 1962 )

. 1 acsumes that you probably, in doing so, have tgken note of the pspere

- sthich would kave been published in the Archives of Indusirial Hygiens and the
Quarterly. I did look thrcugh my files snd found a few thiaga vhich
uickt possibly be of intaercot. Tor exaaple, on Cctober 25, 1952 1
atscpdad a Syuposium on Occupztional Disesscs of the Lungs and there

vun gone rafazency in that xzoeting to tha pocsibility of theore being

& cornzstion betwean asbeatcais and lung cancer. The Syrposium ves -
dlvccted primarily to zsbestosis snd wao sponcored in part by the Johnge '

Manville Compeny. Dr. Lynch of the Madicel Coliese of South Cerzlilina

{ndiested that there hed beon aufficisnt nusbors of carcinoma of tha

iung cases ia aghbastotics to indicate thet there is probebly some causal
relationship. Cn thea other hepd, Dr. Cartier of the Thetford Industrial

Clinic, Taetford Hines, Quebec, pointed out that there hed been some four

lung cancer cases axong forty deaths in their workers. He pointed cut

that in thz sace period of tims, however, there had baen seven
of lung cancer im the general populstion.

cases

Cne of the papers given at the McIntyre-Sarznac Confersnce by Dr. A. 1. G .
Mclaughlin, ent{tled "The Dust Discases in Great Dritain", contaimed the
statecant: "The comnection beatwzen asbestosis end cancer of the lung is
becoming claarer, and in onc series of 100 autopsico on ssbestoszis cases

there were 25 cages of caucer of the lung."

I note that the October, 1960 issue of the Americen Journal of Public
Health contains an srticie on lung cancer mortalities of cen in certain

occupationa in Cal{fornia, by John B. Duma, Jr., H.D., Ccorgz Linden and

Lester Breslow, pages 1475 to 1487, Asbeatos workers sre {ncluded in SN
the zroup studicd. This study alsc included such considerations as the ‘ :
cigarette=gaoking habits of the people involved. Tue study secems to indi~

cate that asbestos worksrs are not unduly exposed to the lung cancer hazard.

It {3 pointed out in this article that cigarctte szom. \ s such a big

factor in the developzent of luny cencer that it makes stvdics szuch as

theso rather difficult., This may be of some encouragement fo Kcasbey &

Mattison.
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Another paper by California investizators appeared in ths February, 1954
issue of the American Journal of Public Health, entitled "Occupations .
and Cigarctte Bmoking as Factors in Lung Cancer'. This is en older paper
thet does mot mention esbestos workers in the study but it may be of gome
interest to Kassbey & Mattison. The only otherreference I have encoune P
tered {3 in Drinker and Hatch, which states thot ths 1947 report of the Akl
Chicf Inspsctor of Iactories states that of 235 cases of asbastos gutope o
sied from 1924 to 1946 31, or 13.2%, were cooplicated by carcincma of the - /..
lung or pleura. Only 1.327 of the silicotics who varo cutopsied had g

cancer of the lung. This lotter rote is about the sace as the 1946 census .
in the United States. . '

At the last Saranac Sywposium there ware gome Canedian papers indicating I
that the incidence of carcinoma of the lung has increarced in asbestos workers. .
Unfortunately the proceedings of that last Sycposium wvere mever publighed : '
aud therefore the pspers given at that Symposium have been loct, . e

1 hops that these sdditiomal zefercnces 1y bz of gon: sesictance to you
gud to Mr., Horowitz.

Chiaf, Industrizl YHyzienma Saction C a
Enzinzering Deopartment :
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