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Conference of Asbestos Associations and

and 28, 1974 - Paris

The 1974 meeting was the fourth International Meeting of industry representatives and
scientific advisers soncerned w1th the biological effects of asbestecs. It was jointiy
orgenized oy Chambre Syvndicsie de i.'Amiante (Faris) and ihe Asbesivs Iulvsmaiica
Committee r(Londom). Cyril X. Latty (President of Beldam-Latty) and H. D. S. Hardie
(Directer, T § M), Presidents of the two organizations, were {o-Chaizmen.

The first International Meeting of industzy zepresentatives was held in Caen, France

. in May, 1964. It is intefesting that this meeting of industry representatives pre-
cedad the fiTst Intarnaziqnal Meeting of scientists on the tio: ogxcal effects of
asbastos at the New Yurk Academy of Science in the Fall of 1964. The chairman of
the latter meeting was Dr. I. J. Selikeff.

e

At the May, 1564 meeting :he U.S. was represented oy five professionals from the U.S.

Public Hezlth Service whe

c3lled themselves the Coordinat ing Committee fou Study of

Occupaticral Health Problems in the Asbestos Products Manufzcturing Industry. There
vere no renr~scat::xves of U.S. industry present and, to Ty xnowledge, the zn’ormatl-r

presented at the meeting was never communicated to anyone in industry ir the U.S. & 0T

-

The s=ccnd Internaticnal Industry Conference was held in Londen in November, 1971.

The scle U.S. representative was Bill Raines of J-M, who at that time was serving as
Executive Secretary of the newly formed Asbestos Information Association. A copy of
the minutes of this meeting was given to me in Paris last March. To my knowledge no

one in the U.S. industry,

ther than J-M, had previously been aware of the informaticn

communicated at the November 1971 meeting.

- - "
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-+ A third and very brief Intcrnational Meceting of industry members was held in Lyon
in 1972 in conjunction with the third working conference of scientists on the bio-
logical effects of asbestos. This industry meeting lasted .only half-a-day and was
devotcd exclusively to developing defenses against anticipated attacks on the
industry. At that time some of the industry rcpresentatives, particularly the French,
were literally in a state of panic over the expected pronouncements of Selikoff and
others. However, the Conference was conducted in a thoroughly professional manner
and. the anticipated attacks did not materialize. The U.S. was reprcsented at this
meeting and at the scientific meeting by Messrs. Solon, Swetonic and Marsh.

The International Conference of 1974 was preceded by informal talks in London and
Paris on Ncvember 25 and November 27. The formal Conference took place on November 28
and 29 and was followed by a meeting of an ad hoc commiztee (established by the

. Conference) and informal conferences with the French on Saturday, November 30.

Fourteen nations wers represented (see attached list of participants). The largest
delegations were from the U.K. and France (ten each) £followed by Germany with nine

and Spain with five. The French had the largest number of Medical/Scientific delegates
(five), followed by Ge*many with three, the U.X. with two and Belgium and Italy with
one each. It is unfcrrunate that U.S. industry does nct have ccmparable scientific
expgertise available Ior advice and ccnsultation. The Japanese are forming an Asbestces
11‘ Tmation Association but were nct sufficiently organi ized to send a dalegaticn %o
thie Conference.

-7 As the full text of all formal presentations will be available shertly I shall corment -
now only on the highlights. A.copy.cf the agenda is atvached. = - -
The first address was given by Dr. Walter J. Smicher, Medical 2irectuer of Clape
Asbestos. He presented no new data except some informaticn on treatment of meso-
tnelioma and asbestosis. He reported no progress in the treatment of mesothelioma.
Two cases of asbestosis are presently being .rea:ed but as yet thers are no poslt1v~

. tesults. .
Luring discussion Dr. Vigliani reported that four mesothelioma cases had been treazed
by injections and surgery. To data one has died and three are still living but nc
sonclusicns can be reccaed. He repcrted he kanes, of no tieatlent for astectosis.

Dr. Smither stated he did not believe ingestion was hazardcus and that the spread
of asbestos must bYe blood-born. This latter commen: may be of s‘gni:icance in |2t
relation to 1 request recently received from a Lamcaster dOC»Ot to ;axe blood tests

on Manhsim werkers. v .

Dr. Smither emphasized the importanze of discouraging $moking zmong asbestos woTkers.

M. Join and Dr. Holmes discussed the ILO Geneva Conference in some detail. Proceedincs
of this Conference are available for those who may be interested. 1 again recommend .#
that this report be rszquired reading for every R/M manager concerned with asbestos (7
containing products. It is not only an excellent summary of the asbestcs hcalth

issue but is clear evidence of the direc:t intersst on the part of the ILO in developing

international controls on the safe use of asbestos.

JHM  q012:
CRMC-Motley1000-Subj-002605

J. H. Marsh to Raybestos-Manhattan Managers on the Paris Conference of Asbestos Associations (1974) Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 13040 - Page 2 of 4 asbestosclaims.law/library/13040/2


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/13040/2

S -. 809723

‘3-

Regulations and ccntrols were discussed country by country. France presently has
controls only with respect to medical surveillance pregrams. There are no work-

place controls but a committee associated with la Chambre Syndicale de L'Amiante

is preparing recommencations for the government. This committee, COFEZREBA, is
composed of five medical doctors and research scientists all with University
affiliations. They are available to la Chambre Syndicale for advice and consultation.

The British regulations have not changed except for a new provision which requires
registration of all asbestos workers. Dr. Smither was questioned repcatedly on the
adequacy cf the British Occupational Health Standard for asbestos because it is the’
basis for regulations in all other countries. In all cases his answer was "ask me v”/
in 20 years".

- -

The Scandinavian countries tend to follow the lead of the British though their
controls are more strict partly because of extremely militant union pressure. In
some countries crocidolite is completfely banned as it is in the U.K. The German
sitvation is cutlined in considerable detail in the enclosed translation of an
address by Herr Schmidt. This may be of particular interest to R/M International.

Italy has tanded to follcw the U.S. with respect to fiber limits. The preseat
limit is £ive fiters per ¢z but it will probably go down to two. All cases of
asbestosis muss be reported o the authorities and any case of even suspected
fibzosis automatically receives coopensation if the worker has been associated with
tRe asbestus indusirty. .

(X

¥, CyTil Late nousted 3 lengshv dicguscizn om the possibilizy of selting up an

LallY CONSUSLSST 8 LohEen” fLollgfsiin ¢ o84

1nternationai industry-sponsored and operatad Safety Commission %o balasce <he
efforts of the Iaternational Labor Organization. He was followed by Alex Cruss of
the U.X. who pointad ocut the difficulties in organizing and operating such an inter-
national body. He commented on the difficulties he had experienced during the
formation of the Asbestos Information Committeein England and stated that the
Committee would not have been successful had it not been for the complete support
of the highest level of management which rscognized the serious nature of the
threats to the well being of the asbestos industry. :

News media attacks cn the industry were also cuvered on 2 cowantry by country basis.
The U.K. is having the greatest aifficulty. All of the countries are very much cun-
cerned about the enovmous amount of adverse publicity being generated in the United
States. A television program produced by Granada TV and shown on U.X. talevisioa
entitled, "Killer Dust--A Standard Mistake', was shown by Wilfred Howard. The fila
features Dr. Selikoff, Dr. Holmes and Dr. Lewinsohn and desaribes the Lewinsohn/
Selikoff controversy in some, though inaccurate, detail. Industry doss not come
¢ff well in this presentation.

In response to M. Latty's call for the establishment of an internaticnal industry-
sponsored and operated Safety Commission, Mr. Hardie presented a Draft Resoluticn
(attached) proposing the establishment of a Standing Committee to provide continuizv
and a mecans of cnsuring cooperation and collaboration between national organizaticns
between the proposed biennial International Conrferences. It was further proposed
that an ad hoc working group be designated to develop a charter ror the Standing
Committee and submit recommendations to the Conference Chairmen not later than

March 31, 1975.
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Prior to a vote on the Draft Resolution Mr. Hardic nominated the following persons
to serve on the ad hoc working group: Johnsen - Denmark; Join - France: -Robock -
Germany; Cross - U.K.; Marsh - U.S.; Pieuze - Canada. Lepoutre of Belgium was
nominatéd from the floor. Following lengthy dzscusszon the Dra.t Resolution was

" unanimounsly approved. .

At a subsequent meeting of the ad hoc committee, Mr. Cross was elected Chairman and
the first meeting was scheduled for January 22-24 in London. Mr. Cross estimated
that three meetings would be required by the ad hoc working group to complete the
tasks assigned to it by the Conference by March 31, 197 S."

On December 11 the Executive Commi:ttee of the AIA/NA authori:ed funds to cover the
participation of the U.S. in the ad hcc working group. When its task is completed
the ad hoc working group will be dissolved.

It is difficult to document adequately in a reasonable space the full berefits
"dérived from participation in ccnferences such as these.. The knowledge gaized

through informal contacts is at least equal to and probably excseds that cbtained

from the formal presentations. Ccntacts which can be followed up are, of course,

an invaiicable bonus. T - .

1 am convinced that had tne U.S. industry fully articipared in *be tatnatisnal LT
! * . - 3 . .
meetings from the Yegimning the iadustry would be far better preparsd tc cope with |
<hs technical reguirements of complisnce with regulatzons and conlc have avoided '
=uzk of the distressing and discracting publicity. Move imzoTmausly, hawsvem, aoTgp
protective measures for more worksTs would have bee1 unde-taken at aa earlier <iue.
-(Tl*yﬁ‘ .
John H.. a'sh
* Attachments . :
CC: Messrs. J. J. Magenheimer e
J. T. Trainor e -

I. H. Weaver oo : .
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