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SUBJECT: DReport of Meetings of Asbestos Iaternaticnal Asscolation
Exscutive Committes and Governing Coumecil
Lendon « April 19, 20 & 21, 1978

The Asbestos Intermationsl Association is taking an incresasingly active
role in lobbying on behalf of the internatiocoal asbestos iadustry. The
progras for the futwre outlined by the Director-General Desigmate will
insure this activity vill accelersts and be increasingly effective in
the future.

The activities relating to msdical ressarch and dust wmsasurensat sethods
are of particular relevance for msmders of the U.S. industry.

TR

Dr. Robert Murray, Msdioal Advisor to the AIL, i reviewing published
and unpublished scientific data for the purposs of preparing s
scientific paper to support the industry position that asbestos can
be bandled safely.

Dr. Klaus Robock, Chairmmn of the Dust Msasuremsnt and Monitoring Papel
is vorking toward the establistment of an intarnaticoally scoeptsd
standardized msasuresent method and, in coopersticn with Dv. Murray,

to relats past exposurss tO incidence of disease.

aton

for vpembers who export to Common Market countries o who have
sanufacturing operations in those countriss, AIA representatiocns to
committees of the European Economic Commission and the

Parliameat coacerned with asbestos regulations, will de of great
value.

4 more detailed report is attached.

Attachment
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ASBESTOS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE AND GOVERNING COUNCIL MEETINGS

- LONDON - APRIL 19, 20, & 21, 1978

—

AIA ORGANIZATION

An updated statemmnt of organizational structure including Participatiom,
Objects of the Association, Composition and Organization of the Governing
Council and Financial struature is attached as Exhidit I.

Membership

In addition to the current msaberahip of 20 countries, the following nine have
shown interest in joining:

Brazil Kuwait
Cyprus Mexice
Greece Nigeria
lraq Tugoalavia
Isrssl

The Australian Associaticn plans to expand its mesbership to isclude Malaysia, B
Indonesia, Singapore and Nev Zesland. The newv crganization would de called
the South Pacific Asbestos Association.

wara s

The Spanish Association initially representing only the asbestos cesent and
textile industry will be expanded to include friction materials.

The Swiss crganization has been expandsd to include 15 asbestos proocessing
firas in Switzerland covering all types of asbestos manufscturing.

{nancisl Report
( ' It vas reparted that the present dues structure will be adequate to support
Association activities during the present year. A financial statesent as of
31 March 1978 (s attached as Exhidit II.
Proposad Pro, rector Genersl Desi
Sir Neville Stack will tais over as Dirsctor Gensral upon retiremeat of Mr.

Cross in July. Proposed guidelinss for the future operaticn of the Asbestos
International Association are attachsd as Exhidit III.

JHM 07995

CRMC-Motley1000-Subj-003170

John H. Marsh to Raybestos-Manhattan Environmental Affairs Coordinators on the Asbestos International Associati... Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 13068 - Page 2 of 6 asbestosclaims.law/library/13068/2


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/13068/2

.

- L3
.l a

L ; RECENT ACTIVITIES
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Proposed Guides for Control of Asbestos Dust and Manufacture in Use

The final versicn of the proposed guides, for use in countriss where no
sutu:_ery regulations exist, is attached as Exhibit IV,

EEC Advisory Council

The EEC Advisory Council of the Asbestos Internaticnal Asscoistion under the
Chu.ruuup of Mr. Thisle of Denmark has been actively at work in Brussels

bourg repr ting industry intarests before wvarious bodiss of the
luropun Community. Because of the complexity of the EXC organizational
structyre and the many committees and groups ned with asbd regulations,
a separate repcrt will be prepared on this sudbject.

Madical

Dr. Murray gave & sussmry of his sctivities co bebalf of the Association. Be
has recsived rssponses to the questicnnaire sent out last year to industry
physicians, bas reviewed the litsrature and {3 preparing a report which is
scheduled to be finighed {n & to 6 vesks. He plans to foram a Seanior Advisory
Panel t0 consider the data he has compiled and make recccmendaticns. The panel
would be compcsed of (atermatiomally recognized experts froma the United States, ‘.
fraoce, Germany, Scuth Africa, Australia, United Kingdom and Sweden. Or. Gilsom -
may be asked to chair the panel with Dr. Murray serving as secretary.

Dr. Mirray felt it would also be useful and probably necessary to fors an
inforsal industry panel of physicians which he could consult, probably by
telephons.

e

Measirement and torin,

Dr. Robock reviewed ths results of the conference in Germany last suzner. He
was particularly concernsd about the very great differences in msasuring methods.
¥ The differences rangs from a factor of 1 to a factor of 10. Be noted that the
next task was for & small working group to establish guidelines for a standard
reference method. He called for a2 meeting of representatives froa Australia,

the Unitsd States, Canada and Europe to meet in Germany oo the first and second
of Juns.

Dr. Robock and other members of the Exscutive Committee were very appreciative
of the offer of the Asbestos Information Association/North America to host an
Intarnational Measuresent Conferencs near Washington in October of this year.

Dr. Robock hopes the June seeting will result in » well developed draft to
be presefitad at the October mesting and fors the basis far an internationally
accepted method.
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( Dr. Robock noted 3 very important points to be resclved in the June and
October meetings.

§okig

1. Resolution of the differences in measuring sethods.

2. -Resclution of the extrese varisncss in reportsd past exposure.
“Por sxampls, Dr. Selikoff sstimatas past exposures i the range
-Hf 10 to 15 fibera/cc wherwas U.K. experts estimte past exposures

in the range of 500 to 2000 fibers/co.

3. The results of the investigstions of the measuresent groups with
respagt to differences in msasuring methods and past exposures
would then de provided to the medical pansl for thalr considerstion
concersing doss responss relationships.

Other Advisory Panels

Because of the rslative newness of Sir Neville to the asbestos scene, it was
felt essential that he have resdy access to experts or those who could put him
in touch with experts oo various ssgmnts of the asbestos industry.

The following individusls were designated as primry informstics sources:

friction Materials -~ Curreat President of the French Fricticn
Materials Association

Textiles - M. Marsh ’ g
Packings, Jointings, Expansiom Seals - Wr. lLatty

Piders ~ M. Hutchesca

Building and Constructicn - Mr. Alsxandre

Labeling

Mr. Latty submittad a report in which he gave his opinion that it vas extremely

k important that Eurcpean asbestos products manufacturers establish a labeling

3 scheze a3 promptly as possible in order to preempt the imposition of extremsly /
pegative ladeling requiresents, i.s., siall and crossbones, by the IZC. He
pointed out that the U.K. industry Bad so far been sucosssful with its
labeling scheme which was izplemented about a year ago.

-

1978 ATA BIANHUAL CONFEREMCE

The conference is scheduled to be held at the Park Lane Hotel, London the
25, 26, 27 of October.
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Following routine formalities, Dr. Ahlmark of Sweden will give the Key Note
sddress of approximately 20 to 30 minutss. This will be followed by a medical
panel} conaisting of Dr. Ahlmark, Dr. Murray and possibly coe or two others.
Sufficient tise will be allowed to reviev the medical situation in oon-
sideradle detail and permit considersble sudiesce participatien,

1k

On the-following soruing, the schedule will be devoted to a report an the
situatiocns in the United States, United Kingdom and the Eurcpean Community.

It is hoped that Mr, Dougherty will spsak for the United States, M. Hardie

for the U.X., as de i3 2 mamber of the Parliamentary Advisory Committee co
Asbestos, sad Mr. Thiels for the EEC. It ia suggested that formal presentations
be limited to 15 to 20 minutes in order to permit sufficient time for questicas
and answers. Mr. Simpscn, Qhairsan of the U.K. Parliasenstary Advisory Committes,
will be asked to be the lunchecn speakear. A question and answer period will
follow.

The aftsrnocn speaksr will be Mr. Perlastein presently Deputy Minister of
Maticnal Rescuross, Quebec and Director Designate of the Buxreau ds L'Axiaate.

M. Van der Rest vill conalude the formal portion of the conference by re-
viewing AIA activities to dats and prospects for ths coming tvo years.

THE PRESENT SITUATION IN QUEREC

Mr. Butcheson expressed the opinica that legislaticn presently in the Quedec
Mational Assembly (BLill 70) would pass its third reading and become law
without substantial change.

Bill 70 includes ths following provisions: \

1. A Bureau de L'imiante would be established. The Director, Mr.
Perlestein, has already been chosen. A $§250 smillton fund would
be provided, with $200 sillion maried for the purchase of stock of
Asbestos Corporatian. The govermment would offer stook to the
public in order to gain at least 90% at which time the company
would becoms a nou~taxable corporation. Part of the $50 mtlliicn
would be used to creats 2,000 jobs. It i3 not clsar just how this
would be done.

e s

e

2. DResearsh intoc medical aspacts of asbestos contalning products.
3. Exploration for additional reserves in Quabes.
The Quebec govermment is very happy with the thought of getting Asdestos
Corporation's plant in West Germany as it will give the “New Nation®" a
foot in the door of the EZC.
Within two years asbestcs companies cperating in Quebec sust reach a mutually

agreed upon progras with the Quedec governmsnt concerning participatien in
the government's prograa t0 exploit asbestos.
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The presest standard for wational exposure to asbestos whioh haa receatly
becoms law in Quabec i»3 5 fibers/ac never to be exceeded.

y-—

1 ik

L3NS

NEV YORK ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

It 1s felt that the June meeting will be very significant for the intermatioccal
ssbestos 1 y. Great % WAS eXpresssd about the appareat lack of
organization on the part of the sponsors and the fallure to consult with

and include on the program sany incwledgeable sad objective scisatists.

On behalf of the Asbestos Intarnational Association, Dr. Gase will consult
with Dr. Xotin and arrange 3 mseting of industry participants in New York
prior to the Academy meeting. The AIA/NA will provide a mesting place,

et vl
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