
June 2, 1973 

TO: tessrs. 7. A, Dougherty 
G. C. Catrielson 
D. Poutiatine ' 
H. B, Rnodes 
K. Schwuarz 
E. Y. Zacharizs 

. 

A 10t /1 4 

At the April nmeetings of the AL Excoutive Cexmitee and the Govern. 
ing Councdl, Mr. van dar Rcat sugzosted 1t would de uaeful to have 
a standard (adustry position, agrecd to by all zexders, oa isportant 
points relating to aabestos and health. He also di=2tributed a draft 
giving his thoughts as to appropriate ~espcns=e3 on various points 
and asked all xzsaters to review his draft and caxe recocsendations. 

The principal purpose of having apreed upen views on varicus peints 
i3 t3 insure that indusiry worldulide spesaks with a single volce, Lif 
possible, when addressizng the news ©£3dia or otier interested partles. 

Or. Lewvinschn and I have reviewved the originsl docu=ernt and have 
proparced a revised version {capy enclosed) which I intend to forvard 
to ¥r, Cross a3 the U.S.A. version 1L you approve, 

You will nots that the document 43 in two parts. First, drief 
staterents on nine imporiznt points, Secondly, driel Sut sconewhat 
zore destailed statezents on the various types of ashectes related 
disease, the incusiry's pcaition with respect 0 regulaticns, 

. peasuring techniques, rescaren, ete. 

I would apprecizte your cotments at the June feeting. 

Sincerely, 

d) John K. larsh Jas {signed) 

Enclosure 

CC: ¥r, R, H, lereness 

- —— 
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DAAFT 
Juig 2, 1278 

ASBESTOS INTTINATIONAL ASSCCIATICH (U.S.4.) 

TEZ MOST IMPCRTANT POINTS TO 3T INCLUCID IM AN INEUSTRY STATIMENT CMY 
AS3ESTCS Ald HIZILTH PROILIMS 

Aspestos, like 3any other essential raw nmaterials zay be a danger to health 

1f it is incorrectly used. 

The indusiry is constantly sesking information Lo enable it to deteraine if 

there i3 any danger to heaith of workers exposed to fiber conceatrations 
below 2 fidbers/ec, and accepts that until this can be conclusively dexcnsirated. 

The objective aust be to aiz a3t the lowest pessible leve)l with a TLY 

(threahold lizit value) of 2 fiders/ce (TWA 8 hra.), ‘ 

There 13 a long time interval between exposure and appearance of disease 

and present cases are associated with levels of exposure in the past 

greatly in exceas of those experienced in properly contrelled scdern 

operatiors. 

Iadustry is in favor of regulating the uss of 2sbestos, including the 
prohibition of certain applications such as spraying where control is 
difficult or impossible. 

Industry favors strict and rezlistic enforcesent of regulatiens, {a 

cooperation with public authoritiss, medical professicnals, trade unions, etec. 

Industry will continue to take 2ll necessary actions to ensure safe and 

healthy worxing conditions. 

Sfibsiitutes for asbestos will be considersd (f: 
a. they are less dangsrous - 

b. they are equal to the task of replacing asbestes in the 

particular uses envisazed for thes. 

The use} is generally not at risk &f there are no sudsequent {inishing 
¢cperations. If there are finishing coperiiizn3, the necessiry preceutions 

sust be taken {See item 2). 

[ .., 

Astestos in the azbient alr does not involve any doounented health r:ausfizc 
the comsunity at large. JHM 13477 
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ASBESTOS INTESMATIOMAL ASSCCIATION 

DETAILED STATEMENT CF THE INDUSTRY'S POSITION I SCLATICH TC 
AS3ESTCS AND HZALTH PRCBLEIMS 

1. THE RIEX TO HMEALTH 

1.1 Asbestos dust zay represent 3 dangsr to health Lf % i3 inhaled. 

2. ASPESTCSIS 

2.1 If sufficient concentrations of fibrous dust are inhaled over 
. 

prolongsd periods, fibrosis of the lung {asbestcsis) may result, 

2.2 Cigarette suokers who are exposed to asbestes are pore susceptible 

to this risk than ncn smokers. ’ 

W
 

. LUNC CANCER 

3.1 Asbesios workers do not sesm $o be more susceptible to lung cancer than 

other people unless they sooke. 

3.2 Asbes:ios workers are advised not to sz;oke or to reduce their smoking 

to a minimum because smoking {particularly heavy sacking) 

considerably increases the risk of developing lung cancer. 

&, MESOTHELICMA 

8.1 There appears to be a relationship between exposurs to asbestos and 

the incidence of mesothelioma dut not all cases of mesotheliomsz can 

be associated with exposure to asdestos. 

4.2 While scme medical authoritiss take » positive stand, there i3 by 

no means general agreesent about the allegedly specilic role of 

crocidolite and amosite in the causation of this disexss. 

e
 

4.3 The majority of Associaticn members who currently uwse it, take the 

view that crocidolite can continue to be used provided that the 

precautions set out in the iAssociation's publications are strictly 

observed, 

A ————— by oo vy o 
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S. REGULATIONS AND THIESHOLD VALUEIS 

5.1 

5.2 

5.3 

The industry is in favor of statutory regulations designed to ensure 

that asbestos is used safely. 

It s the industry's policy to reduce dust during sanufacture to the 

lowest pos3ible level and not to exceed the 2 fibers/cc limit. 

In the adsence of regulaticns in any country, the Association recomzends 

that the precautions se: out in its publication "The Control of Asbestos 

Dust® should be observed. 

6.1 Asbestos say te used in industry provided that the dust control measures 
recocnended by the International Association ars otserved. 

6.2 It &3 the indusiry's policy that all of its ecployees should be fully 

garncd of even the sligntest risk to which they ua} be exposed. 

6.3 It is the indusiry's pclicy to ensure that areas where asbestos is 

. used w'e hcnl:ored aceording to internaticnally agreed standar<s and 
that all employees expesed to asbestos are sudjected to routine 

pericdic medical surveillance. 

7. USERS 

) 7.1 If thers are no subsequent finishing operations on products, it is 
generally ackncwledged that there are no health riszks to the 

users of the products. 

If finishing operations are undertaken, precautions oust be observed 

when working in confined spaces or when power operated tools are used. 

7.2 Full infor=aticn adcut possidle hazards should be given to users of 

asdestos praduc:s.' 

7.3 As yet there £s no unifora policy concerning the use of warning ladel, 

on asbestas sroducts dul Sany zexbers now believe that the {ndustir 

. - 

. JHM 13413 

sheuld volumsarily ladel §tr n-oducts, 
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MEASUREMENT OF AIRBORNEZ DUST 

8.1 It is the industry's policy to take the lead in the standardization 

of techniques for this purpose. 

8.2 It is recognized that a combination of counting methods and the use 

of automatic indicaters is desirable. 

GENEZRAL PUBLIC . 

9.1 The general public is.not at risk from asbestos or asbestos products. 

9.2 Persons living near asbestos factories are not at risk.provided the 

precautions issued by the International Association are prcperly 

observed. 

RESEARCH 

10.1 The irndustry supports research into medical and scientific questions 

associated with asbestos and asbestos-related disease. 

10.2 The industry encourages publication of the results of this research 

) irrespective of whether these results are favorable to the industry 

or not. 
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a5223=n: ot ATIONAL 23308247238 

TEI MOST IMPOSTANT POTNTT TO 3T INCLUDED IN 3 INDUSTRY STATTMENT o 

AS3I570S AUC SEALTE PR03LTMS 

Asbestos, like pany oiher essential raw gaterials say bde & danger to healih 

LT it i3 incorrestly used, 

Tne indusiry is constantly sesking inforzation to enzble it to deteraine if 

inere i3 any danger to heallh ol workers exposed to fiber concentrziicns 

below 2 fibers/ec, and accepts that wuntil this can de eenflua:vex-y desonstrated. 
The objectiva must bs to 242 at the lowest level vith t TLY 

(tareshold liait valu) of 2 ftvers/ec (TéA B hrs.). ffé'c Hfi&, . 

Thers {3 3 long tice {nterval detween exposure and appearancs of disease 

and present cases irs tssociated with levels of sxposurs in the past 

greatly in excess:of those experienced in properly controlled ncdern 

operations, 

- 

Industry i3 in favor crwgnd use of 235estos, winedwding-tivge.. 
PPEE‘Q”m' Ar pantat bt B il (fll’—Wc‘flufli& - 

whveuzey {avors el S e 2L = Cot e T Py 

ooperstion wilth publis authoritiss, ssdical professionals, trade unions, ete. 

. 

Industry will continue to take all necessary actions to ensure safe and 

wealthy working conditions, : 

The user is generally not 2% risk L there are no subsequest fiaishing 

cperasions. I tnere 2re finishing operaticns, ths aecessary precauiions 

oust be taken [See Ltex 2), 

L] 

Asbestes in the aziisal 3ir does nol Lavolve any Zocuzented health risis o 

e eoxmzunity &2 largs. JHM 13482 
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1.1 Asbestos d sent 8 i to health if it is inhaled, 

AS2ESTOSTS _ 

2.1 If sufficie t& or ‘lu"cus dust are inhaled over 
of th Lung (23bestosis) pay result. 

, i g . 
2.2 Cizarette saokers v are ed S0 asbestcs are aore susceptibdle 

to this risk thas udsunnam. 5, 

. 4 

LUNG CENCER } ] 
3.1 Asbestos workers do so: Seen £ ¥ Bore susceptible to lung cancer than 

* . i [ 
other people ielass §hey smoikm, ' 

H 
} 

3.2 Asbdestos wverkers advised not to snoke or to reduce their smoking 

to a sinimuz besausd saocking (particularly heavy sasking) 

considerably increages the risk of develojping lung cancer. 

4.1 There appears to be 3 relationshi) between exposure to ssbestos and 

the incidence of mesothelicza dut not all cases of mesothelioca can 

be associated with exposure to asbestos. 

4.2 Wnile soce medical autherities take a poaitive stand, there i3 by 
no peans general agreement atout the allegedly specific role of’ 

crocidolite and ancsite in the causation of this dissase. 

4.3 The cajority of Association cecbers who currently use it, take the 

view that crocidolite can continue to be used provided that the 

precautions set cut in the Association's pudblications are strictly 

observed. 

HM ) 13483 
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 PECULATIONS ALL TE3ESHOLD VALUSS 

5.1 

5.2 

5'3 

The indusiry is in favor of statutory regulations designed to ensure 

that asdestos is used safely. 

It is the {ndustry's policy to reduce dust during canufacture to the 

lowest possible level and not to exceed the 2 fibers/cc limft. 

In the absence of régulations in any country, the Association recommends 

that the precautions set out in its publication "The Control of Asdbestcs 

Dust* should be cbserved. 

6. WANUFACTURS 

6.1 Asbestos may be used in industry provided that the dust control measures 

recoxzended by the International Association are observed. 

6.2 It is the industry's policy that all of its employees should be fully 
warned of even the slizghtest risk to which they may be sxposed. 

6.3 It is the indusiry's policy to ensure that areas vhere asbestos is 

used are monitored according to internationally agreed standards and 

that all employees exposed to asbestos ars subjected to routine 

pericdic medical surveillance. ) 

7. USERS 

7.1 If there are no subsequent finishing operations on products, it is 

generally scknowledged that thers are no health risks to the 

users of the products. . 

If finisning opsra2tions .are undertaken, precautions sust be observed 

when working in confined spaces or when pover operated tocl. arc used. 

7.2 Full snfor=zation about possidle hazards should de given to users of 

asbestos procducts. 

7.3 As yet there i3 no unifors policy concerning the use of warning ladels 

on asbestcs products dut many reabders now believe that the industiry 

should voluntarily label its products. ° 
-~ ,. JHM 13484 
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10. 
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YEASURZMEINT OF AIRBORMEI DUST 

8.1 It is the industiry's policy to take the lead in the standardization 

of techniques {or this purpose. 

8.2 It is recognized that a combination of counting methods and the use 

of automatic indicators is desirable. . 

- 

GElNERAL PUSLIC 

9.1 The general public is not at risk from asbestos or asbestos products. 

9.2 Persons living near asbestos factories are not at risk provided the 

precautions issued by the International Association are properly 

observed. 

RZSZARCH 

10.1 The industry supports research into medical and scientific questions 

associated with asbestos and zsbestos-related disease. 

10.2 The industry encourages publication of the results of this research 

irrespective of whether these results are favorable to the industry 

or not. 
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