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June 2, -1973

TO: Messrs. T. A, Dougherty
G. C. Catrislson
D. Poutiatine ‘
. 8. Anhodes
K. Schwar:
E. Y. Zacharizs

At the April meetings of the AR Exccoutive Ccxmittee and the Governe
ing Council, Vr. van der o3t supgzosted 1% would de uzeful to have
a standard {adustry position, agreed to by all zexbders, oa important
points relating to asbestos and health. Ho also diatributed a draft
giving his thoughts as to appropriate mespconses on various points
and asked all mezters to revisw his draft and caxe recocs=endations.

The principal purrose of having agreed upen vieus on varicus peints
o 33 5 insure that industry vorlduide spsaks with a single volce, if
possidle, when addressics the news ©3dia or otier intcrested partles.
Dr. Lewinsohn and I have reviewed the originsl docusent and have
proparcd a revised version (capy enclosed) which I intend to forvard
to ¥r, Cross a3 the U.S.A. version i you approve,
You will nots that the dccument i3 in two parta. TFirst, drief
staterents on nine importznt points. Seecondly, drief but scocewrat
zore detailed stateczents on the various types of ssdeztcs related
. disease, the inlusiry's pcailien with respeet 0 regulaticns,
‘; . ssasuring techniques, rescarcn, etc.
I would apprecizte your cocnents at the June Teeting.
- Sincerely,
signed) John K. tarsh
/as (sign

Enclosure

CC: Fr. R, H, lereness
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DRATT
Juiz X, 1278
¢ . ESTOS TNTIINATICMAL ASSCCIATICM (U.S.4.)

TEZ WOST IMPCRTANT POINTS TO 32 INCLUCZD IM AN _INEUSTRY STATIMENT OM
AS3ESTCS Aud HEiLTH PROSLIMS

'

Asbestos, like 3any other essential raw saterizls zay be a danger to health

1f it is {nceorrectly used.

2. The Lndusiry is constantly seeking information £3 enable it to detemaine {¢
there i3 any danger to hu'xm of workers exposed to fiber concentrations

below 2 fiders/cc, and accspts that until this can be conclusively cezcnsirated.
The objective aust be to aim at the lowest pessible level with a TLY

(threshold liz{t value) of 2 fibers/ce (T4A & hra.). )

3. There {3 a long tize interval between exposwre and appux"mc‘ of disease
and present cases are associated with levels of exposure in the past
greatly in excess of those experiencsd in properly controlled acdern
opcntiof:s.

4. Iadustry is in favor of regulating the uss ol 2sbestos, includiag the .
prohibition of cirtun applications such as spraying where control is
difficult or impessidle.

S. ladustry favors strict and reazlistic enforcesent of regulatiens, ia
cooperation vith public authoritiss, medical rrofessicnals, irade unions, etc.

5. Industry will continue to take all necessary actions to ensure safe and
healthy working conditions. '

: . S\;bs’tituus for 2spestos will be considersd if:
a. they are less dangesrous -
b. they are equal to the task of replacing asbestcs in the
particular uses envisazed (or thea.
8. The usei‘ is senerally not at risk &f here are no sudsequent finishing
¢perations. If there are finishing operzticns, the necessary precrutions
sust be taken {See item 2).
AL
ey
5. Astestos in the acbient air does not involve any dsouzented health risks So
the coasunity at large. JHM 134?7
{
CRMC-Motley1000-Subj-002387
John H. Marsh to T. A. Dougherty and Others on an Industry-Wide Asbestos-Health Position (1978) Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

ACL Doc 13069 - Page 2 of 9 asbestosclaims.law/library/13069/2


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/13069/2

ASBESTOS IMTESMATIOMAL ASSCCIATION

DETAILED STATEMTMNT CF THE INDUSTRY'S POSITICON I SELATICY TC
AS3ESTCS AND HIALTH PRCBLEMS

e e e et

P

1. THE RTEX TO HEALTH
1.1 Asbestos dust zay represent 3 dangsr to health if it 43 inhaled.

2. ASRESTCSIS

2.1 If sufficient concentrations of fibrous dust are inhaled over
prolongsd periods, fibrosis of the lung {asbestesis) zay result.

2.2 Cigarette smokers who are exposed to asbestes are pore susceptible
to this risk than nen smokers., ’

3. LUNC CANCEZR
3.1 Asbes:os workers do not sesm to be more susceptible io lung cancer than

other people unless they s3oke.

3.2 Asbesios workers are advised not to 3zcke or to reduce their sacking
to a minimum because ssoking (particularly heavy socking)
considerably increases the risk of developing lung cancsr.

§, MESOTHEELICMA
4.1 There appears to be & relstionship belwsen sxposure to asbestos and

the incidence of mesothelioma dut not all cases of mescthelicma can
be associated with exposure $o asbestos.

4,2 While scme medical authorities take 3 positive stand, there is by

s,

no peans general agreesent adout the allegedly specilic role of
crocidolite and amosite in the causation of this diseass.

4.3 The majority of Associaticn members whd currenily use it, take the
view that crocidolite can continue to be used provided that the

precautions set out in the Association's publications are strictly

observed.

: JHM 13425
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S. RESULATIONS AND THEESHOLD YALUZS
5.1 The industry is in favor of statutory regulations designed to ensure
" that asbestos is used safely.

5.2 It i3 the industry’s policy to reduce dust during manufacture to the
lowest possible level and not to exceed the 2 fibers/cc limit.

5.3 In the adsence of regulations in any country, the Associstion recommends
that the precautions set out in its publication "The Control of Asbestos
Dust® should be observed.
6. MANUFACTURE
6.1 Asbestos say te used in industry provided that the dust control mecasures
recocmended by the International Association ars otserved.

6.2 It i3 the indusiry's policy that all of 1its ecployees should be fully
l'm'ncd of even the slig test risk to which they uy be exposed.

6.3 It is the indusiry's pclicy to ensure that areas where asbestos is
used ars 'ncni:ored aceording to internationally agreed standards and
that all esmployees expcsed to asbestos are subdjected to routine
periocdic medical surveillance.

7. USERS
’ 7.1 If thers are no subsequent finishing operations on products, it is
generally ackncwledged that thers are no health risks to the

users of the products.

I1f finisning operations are undertaken, precautions oust be observed
when working in confined spaces or when power operated tools are used.

7.2 Full infor=ation adcut possible hazards should be given to users of

asbestos products.

7.3 As yet there &s no unifora policy concerning the use of warning ladel,
on asbestss sroducts bul Jany zexders now believe that the industiry

sheuld volumsarily ladel §tr n-oducts,

e

. JHM 13413
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8. MEASUIEMINT OF AIRBORNZ DUST
8.1 It is the industry's policy to take the lead in the standardization

of techniques for this purpose.

8.2 It is recognized that a combination of counting methods and the use

of automatic indicaters is desirable.

9. GENERAL PUBLIC .

9.1 The general public is not at risk from asbestgs or asbestos products.

9.2 Persons living near asbestos factories are not at risk.provided the
precautions issued by the International Association are preperly

observed.

{ 10. RESEARCH
10.1 The irdustry supports research intoc medical and scientific questions

associated with asbestos and asbestos-related disease.

10.2 The industry encourages publication of the results of this research

! irrespective of whether these results are favorable to the industry

or not.
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AS3TITRI IUTTIRNATIONAL 3S30L2ATI

1

MCLUCED IM M TNCUSTRY STATTMEMT O
JIS ESALTE PR03LIMS

ZHT MOST IMPOSTANT SOIUTI TO 3T
A

AS2IS7CS

ssbestos, like pany oiher essential raw caterials say de & danger to health
ST it i3 incorrectly used.

.

2. Tag indusiry is constantly, sesking inforzaticn to enable it to deter3ine if
inere i3 any danger to healih of workers exposed to fiber concentreticns
below 2 fiders/ee, and accepts that wntil this can de conelusively dezonsirated.
The objective must bs to 2im at the lowest e level with a2 TLV

(tareshold 14att value) of 2 fiSers/ee (TWA 8 hes.): Yo C’Q‘QG_M& .

4. Thers i3 a long tice interval detween exposure and appearance of disease
and present cases 2rs tssociated with levels of exposure in the past
greatly in excess- of those experienced in properly controlled nodern

operations.
d&&vqu‘
3. Iadustry &3 in favor of SmeuialiSs-(he use of 23destos, wmeduddwrtivew.
Preaphilios.al cesii i B S R S AL D e T T
. | & wp (AVOPS SVrhad 2w 2l e o e T P

ooperation wilth publis authoritiss, sedical professionals, trade unions, ete.

{ Industry will continue to taks all necessary actions to sasure safe and
. healthy working conditions. )

% The user is generzlly nob 2% risk Lf thers ere no sudsequest fiaishing
cperations. I there afe Finishing operaticns, the necessary precaviions
aust be taken {See itex 2),

e
‘f. Asbestes &n ths aziieal air does not {avolve any Zocuzented health risis o

the eazzuaity 2t larzs. JHM 13482
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10N IN 2TLATICH 10

1.1 : )resent 3 Jn.T to health if it is inhaled.

2. AS3ESTOSIS .
2.1 If sufficier® cem

prolonged pertieds, of th Lung (zsbestosis) pay result.

' r |
2.2 Cigarette sackers v are ed S0 asbestcs are aore susceptible
to this risk thas .d@luken. 5, '

. . 3
3. LUNG CruCZd ' :
3.1  Asbestos -.:orka:fl 40 ot 3een £0 W Bore susceptible to lung cancer than
other people x(lhu hey smoim,
: }
3.2 Asdestos werkers advised not to snoke or to reduce their smoking
. to a minimuz besausqd szoking (particularly heavy sasking) .

eonsiderably inoreages the risk of developing lung cancer.

4. MESOTESLICMA
4,1 There appears to be a relationshi) between exposure to asbestos and
the incidence of mesothelioza but not all cases of mesothelioca can
be asscociated with exposure to asbestos.

-

. 4.2 Walle soce medical authorities take a positive stand, there is by
‘ ’ no peans general agreezent atout the allegedly specific role of’

crocidolite and ancsite in the causation of this dissase.

8.3 The cajority of Association cecbers who currently use it, take the
view that crocidolite can continue to be used provided that the
precautions set cut in the Association's pudlications are strictly
observed.

HM
) 13483
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PICULATIONS ALL THRESHOLD VALUZS

5.1

5.2

5.3

The industry is in faver of statutory regulations designed to ensure
that asbestos is used safely.

It is the industry's policy to reduce dust during canufacture to the
lowest possible level and not to exceed the 2 fibers/cc limit.

In the absence of régulations in any country, the Association recommends
that the precautions set ocut in its publication "The Control of Asdestcs
Dust* should be observed.

6. WANUFACTURS

6.1 Asbestos may be used in industry provided that the dust control messures
recoxzended by the International Association are observed.

6.2 It is the industry's policy that all of its employees should de fully
warned of even the slightest risk to which they may be axposed.

6.3 It &s the indusiry‘s policy to ensure that areas vhers asbestos is
used are monitored according to iaternationally agresd standards and
that all employees exposed to asbestos sre subjscted o routine
periodic medical surveillance. )

7. USERS

7.1 If there are no subsequent finishing operations on products, it is

generally acknowvledged that thers are no health risks to the
i‘ users of the products.

If finisning operations .are undertaken, precautions must be observed
when working in confined spaces or when power oparated tocl. art used.

7.2 Full infor=ation about possidle hazards should de given to users of
asbestos procucts.

7.3 As yet there is no unifors pelicy concerning the use of warning ladels
on asbestcs products but many rmemders now delieve that the industiry
should voluntarily label its products. °

JHM 13484
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8. MEASURZMEINT OF AIRBOARNZ DUST

8.1 It is the indusiry's policy to take the lead in the standardization

of techniques {or this purpose.

8.2 It is recognized that a combination of counting methods and the use

of automatic indicators is desirable. .

-

9. GENESRAL PUSLIC

9.1 The general public is not at risk from asbestos or asbestos products.

9.2 Persons living near asbestos factories are not at risk provided the
precautions issued by the International Association are properly

observed.

( 10. RZSZARCH
10.1 The industry supports research into medical and scientific questions

associated with asbestos and zsbestos-related disease.
10.2 The industiry encourages publication of the results of this research

irrespective of whether these results are favorable to the industry

or not.
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