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ASSESTOS INFORMATION ASSOCIATION 
bfl——_flfimMma‘nuo- A 

1748 Jatlarzza Dovis Highway, Cryutal Scuzre 4, Sute £53 
Ari.agion, Virgnia 22202 « (703) 973- xlso 

27 October 1977 

Mr. C. R. Dahl 
Chief Executive Officer . . 
Crown Zellerbach Corp 
One Bush Strest 
San ¥Francisco, California 94119 

Dear Mr. Dahl: 

The September issue of Modern Paint and Coatings contains 
a2 flip advertisement in a directed attack on the asbestos 
nduStry noting that the suggested substitute product for 
asbestos-containing materials is processed, warehoused and 
marxeted for Crown Zellerbach. A copy of the advertisement is 
enclosed. v 

Crown Zellerbach is a respected leader in the industrial 
comatnity. We are aware that the company, or its subsidiaries, 
has been a user of asbestos for many vears. Ve find it 
difficu1t to believe that Crown Zellerbach would condone 
use of its nawe in an advertisema2nt in which asbestos is 
referred to as "killer."” 

Because of its unusual properties, asbestos is in demand for 
use in hundreds of products. That exposure to excessive asbestos 
dust may be hazardous to health is an accepted fact. However, 
dust levels in the manufacturing process where asbestos is 
used are controlled by government regulation to medically 
accented levels. The industry is dedicated to achieving the 
lowast possible levels of dust exposure. In such asbestos- 
conta;ning products as paints and coatings, cited in the 
advertisemant, the fibers are locked in or encapsulated. 
Substitute materials for asbestos have been associated with 
loss of product quality. Possible health risks from exposure 

L e 

- to the dust of substitute materials is the subject of scientific 
investigation. 

In national ccncerns for occupational and environmental health, 
asbestos,a fairlv common mineral with broad product application, 
is freqguently accorded singular attention as an example of a 
health hazaré@ substance. Often ncws stories and reports by 
various groups contain exaggerated statements concecrning the 
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asbastos~health relationship. It is difficult to set the 
record straight without criticism of industry self service. . 
I_ar sure you appreciate the special concern of our membership 
upon observing a company advertisement which uses a fanciful, 
specious nassag2 to impugn a vital industry. 

Ve would be remiss if we did not bring this matter to your 
attention. Wa enclose a pamphlet which describes the 
2ssociation and a roster of members. We would appreciate 
your commmant, 

Sirncg=ely, 
A 

B
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L., Merasness 
Executive Director 

Enclosurses 

bece: Executive Committee 
Adrian May 
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. :U\fi Johns-Manville 
Saljes Corporation 

Special Sales Reprncnta&v.anbute& Fiber 

Ken.Caryl Ranch 
Denver, Colorado 89217 
(3031 979-1000 

- Cable Address: Johnmanvilt Denver 
* Telex: Johnmanwi Ove 454404, Johnmanv Dvr 45705 

Octcber 27, 1977 i 

Hr, C. R. Dahl i Chief Executive Officer <§41> 
Crown Zellarbaciha 
1 Bush Street San rrancisco, Calif. 94119 . (::) 
Dear Mr. Danl, 

The Asbestos InZormation Association/Morth America has 
addressed a- latter to you exprassing it3s concern over the 
irresponsibla advertising by Mini Pibers Inc. of Weber 
City, Va., in whichi yvour Company's name is associated with 
a sarcastic and violent condennation of asbestos fibre. 

As a major producer and user of asbestos ws ara naturally 
distrubed by such unfavorable publicity which is not =ven 
accurate. However, we also question how youx Company can 
condone any association with such statements when it is well 
Xnown that at least one of your foreign aZfiliates - tha 
Van CG2ldsr Co. of olland - is a very substantial user of 
asbestos., Surely they wnuld not iika to be callzd a user 

£ a "xillear® raw material, nor would they agrae with such 
a classification. 

~av we raspectiully suggest, tharefoza, cthat you us2 your 
so0d offices to cause !ini Fiders Inc. to withdraw this 
tvoe of advertising from their futura practices. Although 
scm2 unnecessary harm may already hava been done, wa fesl 
that the best way to correct the situaticn is to avoid guistly 
any chance of further damaga to an important incdustry in 
which we are both involved in one way or another. 
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Crown Zellerbach - 2 - October 27, 1977 

Lcoking forward to your positive response, I remain, 

Yours very truly, 

7.\(’“{.} ;) ] 

D. Poutiatine 
Vice Przsident 
Dirsctor Marketing 

-+ Asbestos Fiber 

At*zch. 

cc: 

Dr. C. J. Verlinde 
Van Gelder & Zoon 
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oCC: - 

Vara/a - e, 
J. Brown 
L. Siebert in routs 

Mereness 
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What's Your Problem...? 
o Thickening paint(s)? e Preventing drywall cracking? 
» Strengthening mastic or putty? e Toughening troffic markings? 
> Reinforcing roof coatings? o Reviving your entire product line? 
Use SWP3, it will let YOU run your business again. 

MINFIBERS' SWP* Fibrillated Polyethylene does it alll’ 
It may not cure CANCER, but it won't cause it. 
All grades, for many different uses, have FDA approval 

Processed, warehoused, and marketed by MIMFIBERS, Inc, for Crown Zellerbach. 
Write or call: . 

{14 'fifgflgé)frlf. , 
y P.O. Box 186, Weber City, Va. 24251 

703-386-3031 or 703-452-4205 
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