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Recent press and TV 1eports, basced upon a statement issued by 
Serretary {or Health, Fducation & Welfare, Joseph A. Califano, Jr. 
suggcst that millions of former shipyard workers, exposed to asbestos 
dust during World War 1I, may be at risk of developing asbestos 
related discases. 

Asbeostos related diseases are known to be caused by exposure to high 
concent rations cf asbestos fiber in the air. 1In ship construction 
during ¥orld wWar I1 many workers were exposed to high fiber 
concentrations in confined spacces without dust controls or respiratory 
ptotection. This kind of exposure 1s totally unlike exposure 1n 
ranufacturing operations where extensive dust control systems have 
beer installed and respiratory protection provided. 

-Manhattan has a long history of concern for the safety 
h of 1ts ewrpioyces. In the 1930's the company pionccred 

dcveloprment of dust control systems and has ccntinued to devote 
sulsstiantiral resources toward the improvement of such systems. We 
have aiso dovzioped comrnletely new manufacturang processes to reduce 
or «liminaie asbestos dust entirely. 
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The corpany has been an industry lecader in previding funds for long 
rarcc tescarch progroms on the biological effects of asbeostens and an 
estabhlishing comprehens,ve medical surveillance programs for the 
bencfit of its empleoyees. In additicn, we have cooperated and are 
continuing to cecoperaie with government agencies, including the 

.Occupational Safcty and Health Administration and the Naticnal 
“Institute of Occupational Health, in the development of rcgulations 
~and work practices to eliminate potential health hazards in the 
wor ki lace. 

To ar~uic Lhat standards arce maintain~d to foster the health arnd 
safcty of employees, federal ¢nd state inspectors have pericdically 
vici'ed and will continue to visit cu- plants and becausc of thear 
training and cbjectivaty w2ll apprasc us cf actions in addition to 
thwore already being taken, which are noeccessary or advisable to insure 
cnpleyee safety and health, 
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