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{(For communication tc employces or members of
the news media if{ deemed advisable)

Recent press and TV 1eports, based upon a statement issuaed by
Secretary for Health, Fducation § Welfare, Joseph A. Califano, Jr.
sugacst that millions of former shipyard workers, exposed to asbestos

dust during World War 1I, may be at risk of developing asbestos
related discases.

Asboatos related diseasecs are known to be caused by exposure to high
concent rations of asbestos fiber in the air. In ship construction
during VYorld War 11 many workers were exposed to high fiber
concentrations in confined spacces without dust controls or respiratory
prtotection. This kind of exposure 1s totally unlike exposure 1in
manufacturing operations where extensive dust control systems have
beer installed and respiratory protection provided.
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th of 1ts ewrplioyees. In the 1930's the company pionccred
cveloprment »f dust control systems and has cerntinued to devote
ral rescurces toward the improvement of such systems. We

have a:so devzloped comrpletely new manufacuuring processes to reduce
or «<limin
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The corpany hhs been an industry lcader in previding fundc for long
rar.cc 1uscarch programs on the biological effoctis of asbeostns and an
establishing comprehens:ve medical surveillance programs for the
bencfit of its empleoyees. In additicn, we have cooperated and are
continuing to ccoperatc with government agencies, including the
.Occupational Safety and Health Administration and the Naticnal
“Institute of Occupational Health, in the development of regulations
~and work practices to eliminate potential health hazards in the
workyplace.

To ar~uie that standards arce maintain~d to foster the health arnd
safcty of employees, federal and state inspectors have pericdically
viri'ed and will continue to visit cu- plants and b2causc of thear
training and cbjectivaity wil)l apprasc us cf actions in adlitien to
thiore already being taken, which are noecessary or advisable to insure
cnpleynce safety and health.
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Raybestos-Manhattan Statement on Preventing Asbestos-Related Disease After the HEW Warning (1978)
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