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Dear Sir:

It has been and continues to be the policy of Lake Asbestos
to encourage and prcmote the safe use of our asbestos fiber.
In recent years, as you know, the asbestos industzy has
faced increasingly. serious problems £f£rom public concern
about asbestos and. from litigation invelving worker exposure
to asbestos. It is clear that if the industry is to survive
and prosper, asbestos-associated disease must be eliminated
among employees who are a2xpcsed on their jobs to airborne
asbestos fiber. This is, we feel, an achievable goal. Laxe
Asbestos is fully prepared to do its part and your direct

.and continuing efforts are equally essential in order to

accomplish this objective.

Epidemiological studies indicate that exposurc to certain
elevated concentrations of asbestos fiber is associated witn
a significantly increased risk of developing asbestosis and
may cause fatal illness from cancer of the lung, mescthe-
lioma {2 fatal cancer of the chest or abdominal cavity), and
gastrointaestinal cancer. On the other hand, mesobhel*cu‘
has been observed in individuals exposed to low and to no
known concantration of asbestos fiber. In addition, studies
indicate that asbestos workers who smoke during work hour

or at other times risk a significantly increased chance of
contracting lung cancer.
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Because of these studies and its general assessment of their
health implications, the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) of the U. S. Department of Labor has
proposed amending the standard for occupational exposurc foke]
asbestos. The reasons for this proposal are fully set forth
in the OSHA proposal of October 9, 1975 (Federal Register,
Vol. 40, No. 197, Pages 47652 ct seg.). We urge you to re-
view and consider the information and statenentg set forth
in that proposal.
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Sy Lake Asbestos has been examining means of improving the pro-
. tection of its own ecmployees and its customers' emplovees.
Concerning the latter, we urge that those of your employees -
who are or may be exposed to asbestos, and especially those Q/////
employees who smoke, be warned that inhaled asbestos fibers A
may cause or contribute to asbestosis and possibly to cer-
tain types of cancer. To help inform your employees of the
health risks, Lake Asbestos is placing an expanded label on
its bags of asbestos. This label, which takes the existing

OSlIA warning and adds some additional information, reads as
follows. )

Canger

Contains Asbestos Fibers

Avoid Creating Dust .

Asbestosis, Lung Cancer and Other Fatal Diseases May Be Caused
By Inhalation of Asbestos ' :

Smoking Greatly Increases Lung Cancer RisXk

t is possible that there may be employees (who may be
,) potentially exposed) who will not see this label. Because
of this, and because of the lack of space available on th
asbestos bag, we have prepared a booklet (a copy of which
is attached) which outlines the potential health hazards
associated with asbestos and the precautions which it is
Q" felt should be taken by your employees. Ycu are strcngly
» urged to review the material set forth in the booklet and
actively to organize and support precgrams to train your em-
* ployees in the proper handling and use of asbestos fiber.
The attached bocklet, in our opinion, forms an integral
part of such a training program and we expect that, at a
minimum, you will have the booklet distributed to your em-
ployees and will use your best efforts to assure that the
booklet is read and ‘that its advice is followed. While
Lake obviously cannot deal directly with your employees in
\ this regard, you are being mailed, under separate cover, an
3> estimated sufficient number of copies cof the bocoklet to en- v’
able you to give cne to each employee. There i1s no charge
for these booklets and if additicnal copies are neecded,
please inform us.

To' achieve the goal of eliminating asbestos-related dis-
ease requires that each workplace in which asbestos fiber

is used conform to the highest level of industrial hygiene
wnich is feasible and that such additional personal pro-
tective devices as are necessary be employed. We feel that
your compliance with applicable OSHA and other governmental
requirements is a necessary step in this endeaver and we
confidently expect that you will cause workplaces under your

(!g control to so comply.

CRMC-Motley1000-Subj-001315

Roland P. Gagnon of Lake Asbestos to Raybestos-Manhattan on Warning Employees and Customers (1978)

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 13152 - Page 2 of 3

asbestosclaims.law/library/13152/2


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/13152/2

‘ . . Page 3

\} You should consider it vour obligation to inform persons who
- : purchase your products of the above dangers and handling
t instructions. Employees of your customers may be among thc
persons who are exposed to airborne asbestos fiber. You J/
should promote, among your customers, information programs
to educate all concerned as to the risks in working with as-

bestos products and the steps to be taken to insure elimin-
-ating those .risks.

Also, a copy of the Occupational Safety and Health Act and
promulgated and proposed OSHA regulations pertaining to as-
bestos should be obtainedé by you and carefully studied in

order to determine your obligations thereunder. The reten-
tion of qualified industrial hygienists should also ke con-
sidered for assistance in complying with these regulatioas.

If Larxe Asbestos can be of further assxshance in these im~
portant matters, please let us know.

Sinc re-y yours,
SBES*OS OF QUEBEZC, 173,

‘ Roland 2. Gag“
(s
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