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Mr. L. P. Dlocwer, Upper Dardby Engincering : 9/25/§1
W.1.Shoemalier/1b Upper Darby Eng.
cc: Mr. Kley, .

Atlantic Division Operations

Kecoecbey & Mattison Company
Ambler, Pa.
call 9/1L/G1

#

Asbectosas - Cancer "Investigation" - 2ooposzal By United
States Public lica2lth Scrvice

This will bte a short reposre to file for inforation of otlhiers

serving this risik. ¥r. Porter, Precident, plhensd M. Kiey
feiving hiuw 2 vcry cvmy110°tcu story over the puone and askl
Tror coue lkind ey ! clp £ro.. :lico. A2 I hod run dowh Son2

facts in the nast cn this au ¢t for wx. Porter, lir. ldezy .

acked e %o go and see him.

T™he beginning of thic year in the Cloveland Chest Clinlc com
Ohlio douctors ucre looking over vocial security records on an
ashectos prodacta procducer's plaant. It 1o allesed that they
thougzht they found higher han noYywal incidonts or cancer
acng the workers, whdo must havo been rotired.

Dr. Xenncth Smith of Jonna-ﬂﬂﬂvillc, being the cnly full time
mcdical.air ctor in the iuuu,try, was acizd to ‘31104 chelr
fincinecs. It 1o believed tiat iixe #. C. Shaw, cxacutive

seceretary of the Acbesten Texitlle Instliuto was brousnht in on

this revicuw. Soreovhore or scmahow, se..zxone sontected Dr. Hopnuson,
Chici, Eaviromaental licalta Scection, U.S.P.i.5. who albpedly
became unusually intercsted.

rollouing thigs, and this i the first lnforqatlon ir. Porter
had of these oracccd*ngs; (1) On iy 19, 1931, tihe cxecutivo
cecretary of theo Asbestes Uoxtile quti woe wrote »0 th
welber saociationu on the subject: "Role of Asbes

’
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. Lo P. Eloonor Upper Darby Englneoring

"

as en Inductrial Hazard For Asbestos Worizers'™.

1

9/2G/61

" miis letbter

spoiza of attacis on the industry which thoey o ﬂrc umable to
rerutc. Also, advised the memberchip that Do, Marnuson was
interested in their probless. (2) The next notice caiie to
Hr. Portcr'" attention on June &, 1631 at the annual weeting

.

of the Asbestos Textile Ins La.t‘.lte. Dol Konneth

Snith 1s

head of the Air liysiene and LhnufaCuuring Comzittee., Smith's
commitie hhd comnendad adentlon of the following: pronecals
for subni ion to the Doard of Covernors of A.P.I. that the

Beard of Gavcxno.s contact tholr mouiership ¢o
asthorizatlion to azic the U.S.P.H.3. to cuaﬂuct

scod
survey eonzeyning acbestos and cancer (b) Zoard of Governors
to croate a sup-comnitice or cuipany uo;to“" to st

() uiv~

t‘- (3Tt bl atute)
172 iZeousnoo

oset at les

.
ctudy. ZLater ln-

XY -
“H2T Ay

cor. "reL:;onal

e o yoor.

Cna Investigoevion, Porter was t218 thet tho U.8.02.:

thcy Lave gh,,co ($101V] u.--l;blc for cuzh 2

vesticoticn cliowod ¢zt u“is Was net tho truath;

£felt A2 they verz "Invitad” wal Che study ves called "In-
vcstig:ti&:" wadch i of esurooe a very populor

word, that the U.S.P.1L.5, could pot tizt ascuat of soney.
Io. Portertucs very afraid of publicley,

fele Lhat Salth and

otihers vere trying to indite o naie for theuwccelves wnd had nou
thousnt throush waat they wers doing. At tie tine of my

call, the matter had rcacch tia2 stage whiare a

had Lccn d:*?ﬂ up by tae ciecutive scc*ﬂ“.ry ol €tz A.7.X.
in order to pot the memitarshin's epnrovel on "Investigation®.

wosel lctb

. Porter vantcd the iLnpurance industcy to tak action.

In cerncultation with (. ldcliay ond x. ey and after

diccussion with Mr. Skinncer, e fouad taat L.

:nsinccr*ng

Dopartaiont had no perscrnal ecquolntznees or avenucs »3

approdcin Dr. lagmucon inforsally. It was Choug

(it tha

action through Insurance Toade Ausociaticns ¢coald Le v-"y
cubergoms, drawm out and piovably not efficclive in this
particular area. Tiie folloulng sugnsaations were wmads to

. Kley for proposed roferrul to ja. Porter.

(1) Yo certoinly ecraoe that such a survey including caneer
investigzation coulo inerense clalm costs il Industry costu
croatly.  There has not only Jeen o lot oJ coatroversy

cn the subjeet of canccer wid aszuostivs, but deleonzse ogainst

phcay cancer claing is veoury exponsive.
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P #re. L. P. Rloomer, Unper Darby Ingincering 26/01
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(2) Yo axre in favor or a fhctthl environuental survey by

U.S.P.H.S., not including cancer. & .. helpiul. study by

the U.S.P.H.S. 18 "Hcal th of ?ﬂr"oa Founds ~rizen in Illinois”,

1950. Apparcatly the TFederal Governmont has mado no study

in the asbestors indust J since 1937.

(3) ©Cn tho pesitive side, the asbestos industry would €O

wall to handle suspected cancer problen the:nselvesd &3 an

internal projfect. The British already are doiny rescarch

on the health provlem of asbectes, athoagh wnﬂ*Her on

cancer or not we are unzble to find out. Canadlans have

alrcady coupleted 2 swrvey of thls problem. 0 more im-

\ portance in r~“""d “o thizs surzection is that roopeoncible

' U.S. Inductrics hiave run the follouling cancer rescixsh pro-
grase to 1y knowledre. landling this v-uJW:m 25 on interaal
onec hicz not doveloped runuculy clolns situationo:

Chienlls SLP2 OF CALCIR PRI
urFont nanddsr . vierle Azid
‘ s. 0., 1l.J. Caroiuin Crads Pwealls
] s -
Loneanco MDyaduar 4 I...J‘L.?mcn
(&) Tho best thing would te fui the »lok $o igsaore dedling
Wit or cxpressing themcedvar i Chls cubjeel ¢o tae ULS.P.ILS.
Thiere is notningz that cosclo i & i1 to coounorate with the
rect of thelr industry 1L trne U.S.T.H.S5. do maie a stuway.
lr. Porter fbl' that he Luu in the rolo ol Poul neverae in

trying to et his industey heads Lo Glve or*“ matter cerious
conukuwratiou, rathear n;: allowing L0 €9 bo puzhed tnrou;n

Lty staflfl represcntative of the Joiuis-ianville Cougany. I ,f’-w/ﬂ-“-“’
tried to get lir. Rohriacli, Precldunt of Jlabestor-iimihuttan,

to toke over the initiative: oince thioy axre the blgsect pro~

duscrs in the eobecstos textile field. (o also contasied

the Presidents ef Flintiove, . X. Porior “né nuberold.
However, the letter are only ucing & small cucunt ol asbestoc
in rclaticn to tiaelr overall company pitoduct.

Dr. jjopnuson 1o speakzing at a wiccting here in Philodiedphia
this weelks PFr. Porter Lcl;cv*n thot iwr. Robirbach and otheors
in the industry will not attend a confercnce on thiloc sublece,
which U.S.P.H.S. tricd to call.

Y
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Mr. Bloomer, Upper Darby Lngineering 9/26/61

lir. Porter did not approach tha Joxns-Manville preslident,
becauce he a..ys it 15 a too large company with too many
heads. 1lle has had experience before in A.u.A. comnitice
voriz alonyg ‘chese linecgs. Ila has found that come of thelr
starf men will run the ball on somatning, causc a great
dcal of troukle and then when the r...ttﬂx- is broucht to -
the attention of some of tie heads of their couwpany, they
don't even knocw what the stalf mon 1s getting them into.

I am sorry t-at we do not have somethlnyg mora dramwatic

to oiffer ir. Porter but bLa2lleve it 1o fois *ly otvious that
i the plant dust conditions wro keopt within, vhat are
lcicwm €0 be cafe levels, K & M and theolir industry weuldd
have less concern with 1.‘13.., matter.

Qe
L5

Agssigtant-Lrginecring Managser

-

cc: i, Zallentine, Phila. Zng.
1108

‘)m ;QQ-—UL O&u‘-« X&Lé

CRMC-Motley1000-Subj-004596

W. E. Shoemaker of American Mutual on Keasbey & Mattison and the Public Health Service Cancer Survey (1961)

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 13196 - Page 4 of 4

asbestosclaims.law/library/13196/4


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/13196/4

