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W.1.8hoemalter/1b Upper Darby Eng. 
ce: Mr. Kley, . 

Atlantic Division Operations 

Keacbey & Mattison Coumpany 
Ambler, Pa. 
call 9/1L/G1 

* 

Asbectosss - Cancer "Investligation" - 2ooposal By United 
States Public licalth Scrvice 

This will bte a shiort report to file for infoiation of 
.t T8 PO 2 * L 3 o > . + & ] . . d sexving this risic., Yo, Porter, Preclident, phensd M. | 

for couwe kind cf help frow Amdico. A2 I had ran dowmy oo 
facts in the nast cn thic susjest for wat. Porter, lr. llzy 
aglicd me %o o and see him. 

The beginning of thic year in the Cloveland Chect Clinic conmo 
Ohio doctors uwgre loolking over voclal security records on an 
acstect 0 products procducer's nlant. IC 1s alleged that they 
thourznt they found higher than nodaal incidents of cancer 
arcng the workers, who must havo been retired. 

Dr. Xennecth Smdth of Johns-llanville, being the cnly full tlme 
medical director in the iadustry, was acsiizd to roview chelr 
fancéines. It is believed tiab iire ¥ C. Chaw, cxasutive 
secretary of the Acbosts Tuxtlle Instliuto was brousht in on 

H - - - . , 8o this revicw. Someuwiiore or scomohow, oe..coae contected Dr. opnuson, 
Chicfi, DEavironmental licalta Scction, U.S.P.il.53. who allgedly 
becane unusually interested. 

rollowing this, ané this Lus the first lnforuation jir. Porter 
had of these proccedinnssy (1) On iy 19, 1951, the cxecutivo 
secretary of tho AsbestQs Toxtlle Instititewrste o the 
meniber asgsoclations on the subject: "Role of Asbc;tas, 
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a3 an Inductrial Hazard For Asbeostos WorlcersTM. Thaia letter 
spoite of attaclts on the industry which they woere unable to 
refutec. Also, advised the mombdersiip that Dr. Narnuson was 
intercsted in their probless. (2) The next rnotice caise to 
re Portertsc attention on June &, 1931 at tzc annual oeceting 
of.‘ tho Acbeotos Textile Institute. De. Xonneth Smith is 

cad of the ALr liygicne and Lamfac»urim; Comzittee. Smith's 
co..x..‘s.‘.;‘.:o had recomsend2d adeontlion of the following pronccals 
for subniszion to the Board of Covernors of A.T.I. that the 
Board of Covernors contact tholir mootership to (o) pive 
agthorization to azic the U.S.P.H.3. to conduct the discussed 
survey conzeyning achestos and cancer (b) Zoard of Govarnors 
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to create a cup-commitice or copany wc.to-.. £o mset at least 
» .oy cng o 1“:|—— . 

Ca Uz'.'cstif_,:v- cn, Forter was told tael tho U.S.P.i.S. clalzaed 
they bLave 2,209,000 availcoble for suzh :'. ctudy. Later ln- 
vestioaticn chiowad ‘.:I.:.‘c. Sds Was not tio | m.n,. .z'w tacy 
£2lt 40 they vere "Invitod” wad o study ""s 21123 "In- 
vescloatia i waleh 2o of course a vary .:px.l"“ cor. ‘rez:;.a.or.al 

e 

‘2 

word, thav the U.S.P.IL.3. could ot tiht asouat ol ..a:.c;,'. 
. °orwxx::.s very afraid cf nubliclitey, foli that Salth and 
otihelrs vere trying to waiie o naie for theuwoclves ond had not 
thouznt throusn waat they woras doing At tia tiue of wr 
call, the matiteor had reached tan ...ta;'* whare a wodel letter 
had been draim up by tae coiecutlive scerctoxry 0" the AL I, 
in order to got the mombarzhin's copnrovel on "Inve ti;;::c:. n'. 
. Porter wanted the inpurance industry to t2lic action, 

In cerncwltaction with >, ldcliey ond x. ey and after 
dizscussion wich Mr. Sulnner, ue found tialat e Dnclincering 
Dopartiont had no percconal cequalntoncees or avenues €9 
aznroacn Dr. larmucon infor :all 7. t woo Chousnt that 
action throuch Insurance Teade Ascociaticns could Le vors 
cubergsom2, drawn out and prokably not efffeclive in this 
particular arca. Tie i‘ollo.:,x._, su;saotions were mad2 to 
e Kloy for pioposed oferral to ia. Porter. 

(1) Yo cortainly ecrsae that such a survey includinyg canecer 
Snvestigsotion could Incronne cl“- u c‘):,:;' ol Industry eoatu 
creatly. Thiera has not only seon & 1ot OO cialroversy 
cn the "“bgect of cancer wid asvostous, but defense ogainst 
pheny cancer claing Lo vouy expensive. 
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(2) Yo are in favor or a factual envircnaental survey by 
U.S.P.H.S., not including caneer. 4 helpiul. study by 
the U.S.P.H.S. is ”hcal.n of ?*rrog Foundr ~rzen in Illinois”, 
1950. Apparcntly the Foderal Governmont has mado no study 
in the as Lcsyos Lndustry since 1937. 
(3) ©n tho peoitive side, the asbesios industry would € 
21l to handle suspected cancer problen the:nselved o3 an 
internal project. The Britich already are doinyg rescaxrch 
on the health problenm of asbectos, althoagr whotiier on 
cancer or not we are unchble to £ind out. Canadlians have 
alrecady coupleted 2 swrvey of this pr oblea. 0l moire in- 
portance in rcgard “o this surestion is that rooponcible 
U.S. Inductrics have run the followuing cancer rescirsh pro- 
granc Lo 1y knowledne. liandling this urVJWcm 25 on interaal 
onrng Loz not doveloped runuuny clalns situations: 

chienly S22 OF CAnCER FROROrY 

Muront handaer : PLcrlc a:ii 
S. 0., lI.J. Carciuin Crade wralflin 
onoanto Madaer 4 L”ot:nun7 

(&) Tho best £hing would te L ae rlok to fgaoro dsaling 
it or exwressing themcedvos Lo Lhls cunjoet o tae ULS.P.ILS. 
Thiere 1s notninz that cosale i & i to coonorate with the 
rect ef thelr industry 40 tne U,S.P.H.S5. do axte a study. 

Mr, Porter felf that he woo in the role of Poul novere in 
“"in» to got his inductey heads O gi“a this matter ceriocus 
cencidoration, rather thon 2llouing L0 €9 bo pusucd tn rouqh ty stafr representative of tue uoh34~“un'¢l,v Cowgany. o ,('-3/4~v~““ 
tricd to get lir. Rohrkacly, Precldunt of Jlabestor-iizihuttan, 
to toke over the initiacive: usince they are the blpsest pro- 
ducers in the ariectos textile field. o also contastied 
the Presidents cf Flintkote, ii. X. Porior “nd nubarold. 
novever, the letter arce only ucing & small cacunt of asbestos 
in rclaticn to taeir cvcrall company paodust. 

Dr. Uopgnuson 1s speliting at a wecting here in thlhn,lvaia 
this week. lr. Porter Lcl;gv-" that ir. Rohirbach and othore 
in the industry will not attend a confeorconce on thilc sublece, 
which U.S5.2.i.5. tricd to cull. 
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Mr. Rloomer, Upper Darby Lngincering 9/26/61 

IIr. Porter did not approacih the Johna-Manvilla president, 
becauce he says .1t 15 a too large company with too many 
heads. 1lle has had expericncoe before in A.S.A. comnittiee 
vorit alonyg these linegs. Ilo has found that some of thelr 
starf men will run the ball on somatning, cause a great 
dcal of trouble and thien when the matter 1s brought to - 
the attention of some of tie heeds o their coupany, they 
don't even know what the stalf rmon 13 geseing tncm into. 

I am sorry t-at we do not have comething =oro drawatic 
to olfer ir. Porter but bLalleve it is foirly oLvious that 
i the plent dust conditions wro kept within, what are 
lcicwm £o be cafe leovels, K & 1 and their inductry weuld 
have less conceorn with this matter. 

. -~ 
Agsisztant-irginiecring Manareor 

- 

ce: i, Zallentine, Phila. Zng. 
1108 
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