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THE SARANAC LABORATORY FOR THE STUDY OF TUBERCULOSIS
QF
THE EDVARD L. TRUDEAU FOUNDATION

Post Yffice Box 551
7 Church Street
SARANAC LAKE, N.Y.

May 19, 1938
Mr. S. Simpson

Raybestos-danhattan, Inc.
Bridgeport, Conn.

Dear Mr. Simpson:

Thank you for allowing me to see the copy of Dr.
Lynch's comments on my report.

I.have also been curious about his cases of
asbestosis. He has sent me sections from some of them which
I have felt indicated a silicotic rather than an asbestotic
type of fibrosis. I have always been suspicious that the
men whom he has autopsied may have had some previous or co-
incident exposure to free silica, producing a nodular rather
than a diffuse type of fibrosis.

I am of course sorry that he feels that our ex-
periments have no practical bearing on whether there is such
a thing as asbestosis. This is a matter of opinion and I
trust that others may find the information which we shall
furnish to be of more use.

Dr. Lgneh comments on the findings as to the lack
of progrsssion. e fails to bear in mind that after a fibre
becomes coated to produce an asbestosis body, the mechanical
irritation is minimized. This might very well explain the
failure of continued irritation.

I am well acgquainted with the fact that Dr. Lynch

has some very positive ideas but feel that I am justified in
dii'fering from him from time to time.

Sincerely yours,

Leroy U. Gardner, M.D.
LUG:CC Director
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