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EXTRACT FRO~ THE SOOTS AFRIC.ui MINING &: EllGINEERI!rG .!OOfu"lAL 

JAMU.An-Y 15TH, 1938 

A report on the subject 0£ asbestosis on the Shabanie Mines nhich 
has recently been prepared by Dr. A. J. Irelar.d, chief medical officer, 
states:- "My service, as medical o££1ce to this group 0£ mines, extends 
tor a period 0£ over 16 years. During this I have interested myself in 
the dust problem in the mills and cir.e in its relation to pulmonary 
affections. On the lUth May, 1932, I submitted a report giving full 
details of the service ar.c. health records 0£ all European mill:nen who 
had been subjected to our highest concentratior.s o! dust. I decided to 
confine myself to this group of employees, as in all other occupations 
on the mine the dust problem appeared negligible. At this stage I came 
to the cor.clusion that no genuine case o! pulmonary asbestosis or any 
other !or:n. of fibrosis of an occupationa1 nature couJ.d be ascribed to 
the asbestos minir.:gindastry o! Shab~. Since 1932 I have continued 
my investigations, clir..ically 2.nd radiologically, in health and disease, 
and have satisfied myself that there are, at the moment, no indications. 

-or asbestosis becoming a menace to the industry 1n Shabani. During the 
present year I have X-rayed all mill:nen in the service 0£ the mine ~hose 
record 0£ service I append hereto. These films have teen submitted to 
the scr~ti~.Y o! Dr. Irvine, chairi::an 0£ the Miners' Phthisis Board, 
Johannesburg, Vlith entirely negative results. It has been rrry experience 
that the mill:en, in ~enertl, have ~aintained aver:, high standard or 
health, and in no case has there teen any symptomatic L~dication or a 
graaually developing fibrosis. Weights have been maintained, and in many 
cnses there has been a considerable gain; there has been no dyspnoea or 
lassituce or other signs of pulmonary ininvolvement. So~e of the men ~~th 
long service have a~ aii!ei·ent t~es presented themselves at the ~iners' 
Phthisis ~oard !or ex::?:.ir.ation, and I E.l:1 not able to record a single in­
stance 'i:here a "red ticket" has not been initially granted or withdrawn on 
re-e:~a!:lina ti.on. 

During the pres~r.t year the system of radiologically-controlled • 
medical examinations has been extended to unaergrour..d workers. -It is pro­
posed ~hat re-exai::ir..ations 'liill be conducted at interv:ils o:f one year, so 
that in the course o! he nex-: !t=w years it will be possible to review the 
subject :fror: mining as well as mill occupat!.-Jns. It is interest!.r.g to 
note that a.!Il.:ng our mice rs v;e have sever3.l with ante-primary silicosis. 
These cen are re~u!rea tQ be re-examir..ed every two years either by the 
Miners' Phthisis Soard or by a medical officer no:::inated by the bo:i.:-C: or 
Mecic~l Director of s~~thern .Rhocesi~. In no case have there been any 
signs of develop~ents to a further stage. • 

In conclusion, I can, without hesitat~on, say that no anxiety need 
be entertained 1:i :-agard to the a.sbestos mir.i::g ind·.lstr;;, v.-here acequate 
p:-o•risi:m is :nade !or good. ventilation ar.c. the protection of the r.:ill!:len 
by the u.se cf sui~able c.ust :filtc:::::i~g respi:-:Ltors c:iS a.re ·.is:c.· on t~.is 
pro pert:;." 
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