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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FGR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

BEAUMONT DIVISION 

CLAUDE J. TOMPLAIT, 

Plaintiff, 

VS C. A. NO. 5,402 

COMBUSTION ENGINEERING, 

| 
| 
I 
| 
] 
| 
| 

INC., ET AL, } 

I Defendants. 

DEPOSITION OF JOSEPH RALPH SHRODE 

Depasition of Joseph Ralph Shrode, 

taken aon the 30th day of August, beginning at 

2:10 p.m., in the Law Offices of Messrs. Royston, 

Rayzor & Cook, San Jacinto Building, Houston, Texas| 

before Sidney Durand, Jr., & notary public in and 

for the County of Harris, State of Texas; taken 

pursuant to notice, with the signatdre of the 

witness and formal return being waived, with all 

objections to be reserved until the time of trial. 
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APPEARANCES 

For the Plaintiff: 

Mr. Ward Stephenson 
Stephenson Building 
Crange, Texas 77630 

For Party Defendant Eagle Picher 
Industries, Inc.: 

Mr. Ben L. Reynalds, of 
Royston, Rayzor & Cook 
San Jacinto Building 
Houston, Texas 

For Party Defendant Johns-Manville: 

Mr. Gordon R. Pate 
1115 Beaumont Savings Building 
Beaumont, Texas 77701 

For Party Defendant Owens-Corning: 

Mr. John D. Rienstra 
702 Beaumont Savings Building 

. Beaumont, Texas 7770} 

For Party Defendant: Pitsburgh Plate 
Glass Company: 

Mr. George E. Duncan 
Beaumonti Savings Bullding 
Beaumont, Texas 77701 
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JOSEPH RALPH SHRODE, 

a witness called by the party defendant Eagle 

Picher Industries, In¢c., being first duiy sworn, 

testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATICN 

By Mr. Pate 

¥ Would you give your full name, please, sir? 

A Joseph Ralph Shrode. 

Q Mr. Shrode, my name is Gordon Pate and [ 

represent one of the defendants in this law- 

suit, Claude J. Tomplait versus Combusticn 

Engineering, Inc., et al., And | believe you 

have been subpoenzed up to Mr, Reynolds' 

office this afterncon to give your depocsition 

in this case, |s that cerrect, sir? 

A That is correct, 

Q Now, if you will, Mr. Shrode, speak out in a 

clear and distinct volce and we will move out 

much faster. Will you do that? 

|f you do not understand any of my 

questions, will youv tell me befere you answer 

them? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q A1l right, sir. Have you ever testified in 

court, Mr. Shrode? 

JERIVORN REFORTING COMPANY 
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Yes, sir. 

And so you know generaiily what this procedure 

is abeout, is that correct, sir? 

Yos. 

All right. Mr. Shrode, wheére do you live? 

2220 Camille, Cra-m-i-l-l-e. 

ls that == 

Pasadena. 

Pasadena? 

Texas. 

A1) right, sir. And how long have you jived 

at that address? 

Approximately seventeen years. 

A1l right. Andé how ald a2 man are you? 

Forty-nine. 

Where are you originally from? 

East Texas. 

Where in East Texas? 

Hoepkins County, Sulphur Springs, Texas. 

Hew long kave you lived in this area? 

in this area, you mean Houston area? 

In Harris County we'll say. 

In Harris County, about sighteen years. 

A1l right. What is your educational back- 

pround? 
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1 finished the lenth grade. 

In Hopkins County, Sulphur Springs or =- 

Na. Yes, it was, it was in this vicinity, 

In Hopkins County. 

What did you do, quit school then? 

Yes, sir. 

Go in service or what? 

Ne. 

What did you do? 

| went to work. 

Doing what? 

Farm work at that time. 

Farm work? 

Yes, slr. 

Arnd how leng did you follow that? 

Not fong, til1l | reached eighiesn. 

What djd you do when you reached eighteen? 

| went to Dalias, Texas. 

Went to work in Dallas? 

Y85, 

Doing what? 

With a drilling concern. 

How long did you fellow that type work? 

Until 1942, 

1942, What did you do then? 

JERIVOM REPORTING COMPANY 
CA 29010 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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| came to Orange, Texas, went to work in the 

shipyard. 

le that at Livingston or == 

Consolidated. 

Consolidated Steei. What iype of work did you 

do at Consolidated Steel? 

Well, | actually was not working for 

Consolidated, | was working for an insulation 

contractor who was subcontracter on the project 

there. 

A1l right. |s that -~ let me find out a little 

more about that. That's the first inasulatioen 

work that youw did, in Orange? 

That's correct. 

You had not done any insulation work prior to 

that, correct? 

#o, sir. 

That was in 19427 

Yes, sir. 

Now, who did you go to work for? 

Asbestos-Wagneta Materials oul of Chicage. 

ATl right. Did you go toc work as an apprentics 

or what? 

Yes. As an apprentice. 

As an apprentice, And they were doing 

JERIVOM REFORTING COMPARNY 
CaA 20917 

BOUSTOM, TEXAS 
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subcontract work for Conscolidated Steel on the 

ships that were being corstructed there, is 

that right? 

Thls is correct. 

And how long did you work for this company out 

of Chicago? 

| 'm going to have to estimate this. 

That's all right. 

| would say approximately two years., 

A1l right, sir. DIid you join the ashestos 

workers union at that time? 

Yes, sir. | joined, not at first, | joined 

in -—— well, my registration number was recordef 

in May of '44, 

Now, you worked for two years before you jolne; 

the union, is thai cerrect? 

Yes. 

AlY right, sir. And what local did you join? 

Local 22. 

That |s the Houston local | believe? 

Yes. 

And they have owerlapping jurisdiction with 

the Lake Chartes union? 

Well, at that time all of it was Local 22, 

Even Lake Charles? 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
Ca 7.901% 
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Lake Charles and Orange were included in the 

jurisdiction at that time. 

Briefly tell me what type of work you did for 

that two-ysar period there. 

Weil!l, | was gdistributing materials part of the 

time and part of the time | was applyling. 

A1l right. And was that as a mechanic, is 

that what you call it? 

Part of the time when | was applying them. | 

started as an apprentice and graduated to 

mechanic's rate, 

ATl right, DIid you work in the ship, in 

confined areas or ware you working In the shop? 

Ho. | was -- well, both, | worked in the shop 

part of the time and part of the time | was on 

the ship. 

A1l right. You recall now what type of 

materials you were applying or installing at 

that time? 

Yes. There werw various types: 85 per cent 

magnesia —— we were bujlding some removable 

fittings out of a ¢loth and amosite, some cork 

vegetable cork, trade name of Aircel, | don't 

recal) who was the manufacturer of it. 

Do you recall the manufacturers of ary of theaf 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
Ch 1-9%1% 

HEHIS TN, TEXAS 
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materlalsg? 

Some of them. OFf course, they bought 

material from varfous ma2nufacturers. 

Atl right, sir. 

| don't recall all of them, | recall some of 

them. 

Let me ask you this, back there did you have 

any dust problem installing or applying these 

products at that time? 

Yes, 

Where did you have these dust problems, in 

the confined area down in the hold of the ships 

or where did you have them? 

Yes. [n any confined area, in the hold of the 

ship, compartment of the ship and also in the 

fabricating shop, we had dust probiems. 

All right. Let's take the fabricating shop. 

For instance, what did you use or what was 

used, if anything, to control your dust prob- 

lem? 

The orly thing that we had at that time was 

exhaust fans, they did have a few of those 

installed in the walls of the building to 

dispel some of that. 

How about down in the holds of the ships 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
(P X T 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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themselves, what did you use? 

Weli, sometimes we had blowers that were 

directed into the holds. But actually all it 

did was circulate the air, didan't cispense it. 

What causes that dust anyway? 

What causes the dust? 

Yes, sir. 

Cutting and beating the different type of 

materials. 

And the materials | take it come with a -~ 

what was it, 2 wrapping or cloth en them, 

what do you call that? 

Some coms with a canvas jacket, certain 

material, pipe covering, would come with 3 

jacket covering on them. DIifferent weights -- 

well =- 

MR. STEPHENSON: Let him finish, 

| think you Tnadvertently zut him off. 

[Continuing) Some of them, depending on the 

material, for instange, cork had no -- it had 

noe canvas jacket on it. 

What do you refer to 2s cork? 

Yegetahle cork at that time. This is used 

basically for cold installation purposes. OfF 

course, we don't use it much any more, but at 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
CA 2.0910 

HOUSTON, TERAS 
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that time we did. And there was not a whole 

ot used. The only place that was used was in 

the refrigeraticn room on the ships., 

Ge you know what cork is made of, what it 

contains? 

Yes, sir. Cork Is grewn In a tree farm 

actually. And, of course, it's processed, 

they peei it off, this bark, tending process, 

mold it into pipe covering. 

Cark contains nao asbestos so far as you know 

then, is that right? 

No, sir. 

A1l right, sir. | take it these various 

products then with canvas covering over an 

them and s¢ forth, created nodust problems 

until you started sawing and agplying them to 

the pipes and boilers and so forth? 

Weil, basically speaking this s true., @F 

course, you create a certain amount of dust 

taking them out of cartons and transporting 

them., 

That would be a minimal amount | suppose? 

{ would say yes. 

Where do you -= where would you rormally take 

those out of cartons, would that be cut in the 

JERIVIM REFORTIMG COMPAMNY 
Ch 2.991% 

HOUBTOM, TEXAS 
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open? 

well, this varied, sometimes you carry the 

carton, with several sections of materials in- 

to the ships, wherever you were applying it, 

in the departments, if the hole is biyg enough 

to get it in there. But basically a lot of 

times we would take it out at the warehouse 

and haul it out, differeat marner. 

AVl right. Now, Mr. Shrode, during that two 

years period of time did you everwear any kind 

of a respirator or face mask to protect your- 

self or did any of the cther fellow workers 

wear any? 

| never did, There was & few of the fellows 

that did, but | would say this wasn't -- 

wasn't the rule, Soms of them did, but most 

of them didn't. 

A1V right, sir. Can you give me the reazson 

why some did and why most of them did not? 

| really don't know why they didn't. [ know 

why | dlidn't, 

Why didn't you? 

Because | couldn't breathe, at least | 

couldn't breaathe freely. 

All right. Well, | take it then from the 

JERIWOM REPORTIMNG COMPANY 
CA 2-¥F1% 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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time vyou went to work as an insulator in '42, 

you were aware of the dust problem that was 

favolved in werking as an insulator, [s that 

correct, sir? 

Yes. | was aware of the dust probiem. 

And did you realize that it was not good to 

be breathing and inhaling thls dust? 

Well, | was 8 lot younger then, possibly 

realized that it was not good, but [ wasn't 

particularty interested, | was not afraid. 

A1l right, sir. But nevertheless, vou really 

took no precavtionary =— you didn't really try: 

to wear 2 mask or resplrator to prevent you 

from breathing thls stuff? 

In some cases | did. Now, in working in the 

fabrication job | did wear a respirator most 

of the time due to the excess amount. 

That's In F427 

Yes, in '42 aad '43, 

Can you describe those respirators for me? 

They were ~=- actually | don't know how to 

describe them. They were a face mask with a 

fiiter. 

FIt over your nose and mouth? 

Fit over your nose and mouth. 

JERIVOM REPORTING COMPANY 
Ch 2-P719 

HOUSTON. TEXAS 
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Had an interchangeable filter? 

Had a filter. 

DId they eliminate any dust probiems? 

They dign't eliminate, but they would eliminate 

some of it. 

Would you say they eliminated most of it? 

| wouidn't even say. 

What percentagedid they eliminate? 

} ~~ well, | would have to guess at that. 

Yes, sir. 

But | would say you still would inhale the 

smalier particies, there was no guestion 

about that, because you couldn't ~- you could 

tell you were inhaling some of it. 

How could you teli? 

Well, by coughing it up and, you know, during 

the day. 

You were aware then that you were breathing 

that stuff? 

Oh, yes. 

Now, what did you start deing in '447 | take 

it vyou laft the Chicago company at that time? 

well, | -~ actually, | just left that area. 

A1V right. 

And moved to the Houston 3area. Well, actually 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
CaA T-PFIP 

HOUSTOM, TELAE 
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| moved to the Freeport area, 

That was in '24°? 

No, ne. Let me correct that. | didn't move, 

| went to work. Actually, when [ left the 

shipyard | went to woerk at the DuPont Plant 

that was being constructed in Crange. 

Why did you leave Consolidated in '44? 

Well, the job was complete, 

They were closing down? 

Yes. They were cilosing down or had begun to 

slack off and closing down. 

Yes. So you saw ap oppertunity to go to work 

for DuPont which wag starting up about that 

time? 

Yes, yes. 

What did vyou do at DuPont? 

At DuPont, about eighty per cent of the time 

| worked in the fabrication shop. 

As an insulator? 

Yes. 

Were you working as a mechanic at that time? 

Part of the time. 

Who were you working for at DuPont? 

Philip Carey. 

Philip Carey? 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
CA 29M% 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Yes, sir. 

And how long did you wark for Philip Carey? 

Thirty—-eight months. 

Now, did you work out in the open most of that 

time or in the shop most of the time? 

| worked in the shop most of the time. There 

were varying phases of the Job, there were 

somg times that we were working in the field. 

But basically | was working in the fabrication 

shop. 

Were vou using the same kind of materials 

basically at the DuPont Plant that you were at 

{onsolidated or was it a different type? 

Well, there were some different kind of 

materials coming on the market at that time. 

{ would say some of them were different, we 

were stillusing the 85 per cent magnesia, 

Who manufactured that, do you recall? 

Well, there is -~ oh, it depends on the —— 

there were several manufacturers, Johns-Manvil) 

manufactured this, so0 did Carey. 

Philip Carey manufactured some also? 

Yes, sir. And | would say on this particular 

job we were, bastcally we were using Carey 

m2terial, unless they just couldn't get it and 

JERWOHM REFORTING COMPANY 
Ca 19717 

HOUSTOH, TEXAS 
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they would buy it from scmebody else. And 

along about that time is the first experience 

| ever had with calclum sillcate material. 

They used quite a it of that on this job. 

Did you have any dust problems on the DuPant 

job? 

Yes. We have aiways had them ever since |'ve 

been In it, we have had dust problems. 

Well, were you aware at that time that the 

breathing of this dust couvid be injurious to 

your health or pnct? 

Well, | wasn't instructed and told how 

injurious it was or could be. Again, | think 

| might have known it wasn'’t good for me, but 

| was not too concerned about it. 

You were younger, as you sald, at that time? 

Yos, sir. 

But you did realize there were dust problems? 

And you did realize that you were breathing 

this stuff and getting in your lungs, is that 

right? 

| wasn't basically interested in get®ing it in 

my lurps, | wasn't too cencerned about it. 

But you knew you were coughing some of (t up? 

Oh, yes. | knew | was breathing it, yes. 

JERIVOIN REPORTING COMPANY 
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HOUSTOM, TEXAS 
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Did you wear a respirator or mask any time 

while working on the DuPont job? 

Yes. At certain times | would. 

Why? 

Well, it depended on what ] was doing. |If | 

was cutilng =-- 

Would you explain? 

Yes. Of course, when | was running a saw, 

actually cutting either fittings or lagging 

or whatever | was cutting on the power saw, 

| used the water respirater due to the excess 

dust. |t would just get so thick, to the 

extent where you couvldn't breathe without one. 

would they pretty well eliminate that probiem 

wlth force draft fans, puill that out? 

Well, | would say in recent years they have 

certainly improved the ventliation at the 

different fabrlcation shopgs. In some cof cur 

contracts these things would be negotiated 

into the contract to try to eliminate aor | 

would say as much as possible, eliminate the 

dust prablem. They haven't completely eliminated 

it, but | would say they have improved it 

greatly in the last few years. 

what pericd of time are we talking about? 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPAMY 
CA 20910 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Well, | weould say in the last ten yaars 

especially. 

Since 1258 we'll say? 

Yos. Somewhere in that neighborhooad | think 

the awareness of the danger of breathing this 

stuff became more acute. 

When would you say that it really became 

acute, so far as you were concernad? 

Well ~=- 

Sometime in the 508 or whai? 

Yes, sir. | would say it became acute in the 

garly '50s. 

What year would you say? 

] would say starting in abouwt '51, '52. 

AlY right, sir, 

Because at that time ~~ well, at that time | 

basically worked in other places than the 

fabrication shop. That is what | 1ike to do, 

is fabricate -~ 

s it pretty well known -- 

MR, STEPHENSON: 1 hate to interrupt, 

but you are cutting him off befeore he 

finishes his answer. 

Go ahead, Mr. Shrode. 

(Continuing) Weil, as | say, this was the 

JERIVON REPORTING TOMPANY 
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portion of the work that | enjoyed dolng, 

basically working in the fabricating shop, 

if possible. |t wasn't always possible, but 

most of the time, [ would say eighty per cent 

af the time | did work in the fabricating 

shop starting about this time. 

Now, vyou say it became -- you became aware of 

it in about 1951, did you say, Mr. Shrode? 

Yes. | became more aware of ii. 

At that time? 

Along about that time, yes. 

Was this same knowledge brought to the atten- 

tion of the other insulators about the same 

time? 

No. | wouldn't say that it was. They were 

reminded, some of them were reminded that it 

would be better if they wore respirators. 

Even at that time we didn't have a regquirement 

of any kind to wezr respirators. 

Aut | take it from 1942 up to the present time 

the jobs that you have worked on, they have 

always had respirators or some type of mask 

avallable, is that right? 

Nat always. 

Can you tell me any job that you remember, 

JERtYOM REPORTING COMPANY 
La 29pt0 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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where they did not have respirators or masks 

avallable? 

Oh, yes. | worked onh many jobs back in the 

'40s and early 'S0s, where you couldn't get -- 

they weren't available unless you demanded 

them. 

Did you demand them? 

Oh, ves. | don't recall a time when | asked 

for a respirator that | didn't get ene, 

But since what year? [ take it sometime in 

1950 they started making them available on all 

jobs? 

Yes. | think it was along in the middle '5Cs 

when -~- as | say, people began to become more 

acute of the danger of the ~- of inhaling the 

diffarent fibers and dust that we use from the 

materiais we use, | think this came about 

more from -- some of our pecople at that time 

were becoming affecied with lung disease and 

it became more acute at that time for this 

reason, 

About what year would you place that? 

| would place this in the middle '50s, 

1557 

'55 and '56, 

JERIVON REPORYING COMPANMY 
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All right, sir. Do you know of any that weare 

becoming affected wtth any lunp dlsease at 

that time? 

Yesg. 

Could you give me that information? 

well, | could poessibly get ycu records showing 

in the latter part of the '50s, whera some of 

aur people were heing diagnesed as having 

problems., 

What? 

From breathing the different type of materials 

Do you know what the diagnosis was at that 

time? 

Yes. In some remcte cases they were -—- they 

began diagnosing asbestosis., 

What year would you say that was, Mr. Shrode? 

The first -- the first case that | can recal] 

that they really diagnosed, got a doctor to 

actually diagnose a case treated as asbestosis 

| believe was in @ither '58 or '59, 

Do you know who that was? 

Yes. | believe the first one -- now, there 

was & series along about this time, thls was 

over a pericd of about two or three years, we 

had four or five. 
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| did make them available. 

Did you sugpest to them that they wear them? 

Yes., | suggested that they wear them, 

Atl right, sir. HNow, on the Dow Chemical job 

did you -- were respiratars available? 

In the fabrication shop, yes. 

How about the fleld workers? 

No, sir. S50 far as | can recall there wasn't 

-= they weren't avallable in the field. 

Nobody wanted them, nobody was asking for them;, 

Do | understand from you then that in your 

gpinion the dust problem is warse in the 

fabricating shop than it was in the fleld, 

we'll say? 

Oh, yes. |t's worse. 

Why is that? 

Due to the confined area. 

A1l right, S50 it was your opinion people 

working in the fabricating shop should wear 

them, is that correct? 

Well, definitely so now and has been for scme 

time. 

For how long a pericd of time? 

¥ell, as | say, since we have been made acuteiT 

aware that some of our people are dying. 

JERIYON REPORTING COMPANY 
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Could you give me the name of the first man? 

Well, se far as | can recall, the best that | 

can recall, the first man that was actually 

diagnosed as having asbestogis was Ralph 

Anderson. 

Is he a member of your Local 227 

Yes, yes. 

Is he 2 resident of Houston or where is he 

from? 

Yes. He was a resident of Houston and had 

been for many vyears. 

|s he still living or do you know? 

Ko. Deceased. 

How long has he been decéased, do you know? 

] dan't recallt. Of course, the records would 

show this in our offlice. | don't remember the 

year he died, but wasn't long after ~- after 

this diagnosis. This was in the early '60s, 

| den't recall what year it was. 

A1l right, sir. MNow, you worked for Phitip 

Carey for thirty-eight months en the DuPont 

job, you say? 

Yes, sir. 

That would take us up through —= until '47 

sometime or —-- 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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Yes. The latter part of '47%. 

What did you do, guit that job? 

Yes. Well, the job was complete. 

A1l right, sir. Where did you go from there? 

That is when | moved to Freeport, Texas. 

Latter part of 477 

Yes, December of '47, 

Why did you move to Freepert? 

Well, | moved there to go fto work. 

For what company? 

Well, | worked for several different companies. 

This was at the Dow Chemical Plant located In 

Freeport. When | first moved down there | went 

to werk for Armstrong. 

Armstrong? 

Yes, sir. 

How taong did you work for Armstrong? 

Well, as | say, there were three or four 

contractors in that area or in these plants. 

Could you give mé the name of those you recallt 

Yes, sir. Armsitrong, Johns-Manville, 

Precision Insulation. 

Praecision Insulatiaon? 

Yos. Seems there was another one, but | ¢an't 

recall. Mondite Cork, they were Mondite Cork 

JERIVON REPCRTING COMPANY 
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at that time; since then they have been bought 

out by Baldwin=~Ehret-Hilt. 

A1)l right. Were vou doing baslcally the same 

type insulation work at Dow that you were 

doing over at the DuPont Plant in Crange? 

Yes, basically. 

How leag did you stay at Freeport, on the Dow 

Chemical Company job? 

Stayed there until '§1. 

Okay. Now, did you work as a mechanic all 

this time or what? 

Yes, | was working as a mechanic. 

Did you ever work —- 

Fareman. 

Did you work as a foreman? 

Yes., Part of the time | was working as a 

foreman, 

Did you work as a foreman at any time con the | 

DuPent job? 

Nothing, only shop foreman, | was in charge 

of the fabricatlon joebs. 

while you worked as foreman on the duPeoat job, 

did you ever instruct any of the insulation 

workers to wear a mask or respirator? 

No, sir. | don't ever recall instructing then. 

JERIVON REFCRTING COMPAMY 
Ca 29917 

HOUSTOMN, TEXAS 
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What years did you ==~ 

Again, 1'd say this was == | became acutely 

aware of it in about the middle '50s. 

IS5 or '56% 

'55 or '56. 

A1l right, sir. MNow, of course, you were aver 

at Dow Chemical in '47 to '51% 

Yes. 

Were you or were you not acutely aware of it 

during that perfod of time? 

Not as acutely aware of it as | became later on 

0f course, part of the time when | was down 

there, as | said, [ was working in a foreman 

capacity, | was not actually running the equip- 

ment, 

All right. The respirators were avajlable in 

the shop on the Dow Chemical job? 

I mgde them available. 

Why did you make them available? 

Because | felt that they should try to protect 

themselves as much as possible. 

Did you suggest or reguest the insulators to 

wear them? 

| didn't reguest, but [ did suggest that they 

wear them. 

JERIVOM REPORTING COMPAMNY 
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Did you pive them any reason? 

Nothing, only that from personal experience, 

that they shouldn't inhale that much, any more 

than possible, of the stuff. 

Froem 19 == where did you go after 19517 

| went to Dana, Indiana on a job, 

Dow Chemical job closed down | take it? 

Well, it didn't actually close down, but it 

slowed down. | went -~ | moved to {1linols, 

and actually | went to work on a job In Dana, 

Indiana. 

But you lived where? 

At Danville, [1limois. 

A1Y right. What job was that in Dana, Indiana? 

That was an A,E.C. Plant. 

A.E.C., what do you mean? 

Well, Atomic Energy Commisslion Plant. The 

government was putting 2 plant in there. 

Hew long did you werk there? 

i stayed there about eight months, | guess, 

Just estimating now. 

A1l right. Worked as foreman or 2s mechanic? 

No. | worked as a mechanic, 

That entire perlod of time? 

Yes. 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
Ca 1919 

HGUSTON, TEXAS 

28 

The Tomplait v. Combustion Engineering Case File (1962-1969), Deposition of Joe Shrode
ACL Doc 10815 · Page 28 of 117

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/10815/28

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/10815/28


10 

31 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1& 

12 

20 

21 

22 

3 

24 

25 

O
 

P
O

 

Dig you transfer your union membership or 

wark on @ permii up there? 

No. | worked on a traveler =-- we have the 

privilege of going into other areas as 

travelers and working. 

All right. what kind of insulation weork were 

yeu doing aon that job? 

Well, basically the same asbefore. Of course, 

there was a lot of foamglass on this job. OF 

course, | had worked some foamglass on some 

other jobs, but there was a lot of Tt on that 

one, as well as some of the other materials 

that | mentioned. 

bid you wear respirators or masks on the job 

up in Papa, Indiana? 

| did when -- part of this time | spent in the 

fabrication shop, whea | was in the shop | 

did, yes. 

How about when you were working outslde the 

shop? 

Ne. | didn't wear a respirator. 

Why not? 

Well, | naver did like to wear one. 

A1l right. Why? 

Well, | coutdn't breathe. 

JERIVON REPORTIMG COMPAMNY 
Ca 29%1¥ 

HOUSTON, TERRS 
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Freely? 

Freely with them, with respiraters. 

Was that the only objection? 

This was the biggest objection | had. 

You could breathe, but not freely? 

That's right. 

That was the primary objection? 

This is correct, 

Now, after the elght-month period there where 

did you go? 

| went from there to Madison, Indiana, because 

they were reactivating a plant there. 

Indiana, who did you work feor on the Dana, 

Indiana job, what company? 

| don't recall the name of the company. 

Madison, Indiana, who did you work for? 

This, agaln, these are foreign countries to me 

and [ don't recall whe the contractor was, 

it was insulation contracting, in both cases, 

though. 

Kow long did you stay in Madison, indiana? 

| stayed there about five menths, 

As mechunic or as foreman? 

Yes. | was working as mechanic ithere. 

p1d you use mspirators and so forth on that 

JERIVCH REPORTING COMPANY 
CA 29919 

HOUSFOM, TEXAS 
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job? 

Agaln, when | worked, | worked part of the 

time in the fabricating shop, | did. When | 

was running a saw in the shop, | did wear a 

respirator, yes, sir, 

From the Madison, Indiana job where did you goj 

Mr. Shrede? 

| came back to Texas. 

That would be what year now, '52 or was it the 

latter part of '5)? 

well, this was -- this was probably fn '53. 

'53, Whereabouts did youreturns to in Texas? 

Well, | came back to this arez. 

Houston area? 

Yes. | hope the -~ | hope the years that | 

give you ere somewhere near cerrect. But that 

was when | came back to this area. 

Pasadena? 

Weli, | actvally moved into Pasadena a2t that 

time, but | didn't -~ [ lived, | rented = 

house for 2 whlle, almost a year and then | 

bought my hame. 

What did you start doing when you returrned to 

Texas in '53°7 

well, | was working on different jobs. 

JERIYON REPORTING COMPANY 
Ch 2PF1R 
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As an insulater? 

As fnsulator, 

Did you work on any job for any period of 

time? 

Yes. 

What job? 

i can recall working oan == Jlet's see, Petro-TeH 

job. | was there. 

Petro-Tex? 

Yes. 

Where is that? 

Cut on the —— well, between here and Pzasadena, 

Al) right. How long were you on that job? 

| was there -~ again | am estimating, 1'd say 

right at a year. 

What kind of Insulation were you doing on that 

job? 

| was baskcally working, most of the time | 

was working as foreman. 

AlT right. D!d vou all uvse respirators and 

masks on that job? 

Ne. 

Why not? 

Apaln | can't answer that{ specifically, only 

the men, just —-— just didn't want to wear them 

JERVOINM REPORTING COMPANY 
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They were avallable at that time. 

They were avali lable? 

Well, iet's say this, ihey were available if 

they asked for them. 

A1l right, sir. What was your next job? 

The next =-- well, | went from there back to 

Freeport, Texas, on & job. And | was there 

for about eight moenths. And | ran the fabricaf 

tion shop on that job. 

What job was that? 

Thls was for Thorpe I[asulatlon. 

Thorpe? 

Thorpe Products. Best | can recall [ was 

there about eight months on that job. 

Respirators were aval labie on that Job? 

Yes, they were avajlable in my part ef the -- 

in the shap. 

A1l right. 

Fabricating shop. 

(kay. What about for the field workers, were 

they available for them? 

They were available if they wanted them, if 

they asked for them. 

You continued fo work s either a foreman or 

mechanic op up until what year? 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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In Jaruary, 1960. 

AVl right. What did you start doeing in 19607 

| became business agent of Local 22. 

A1l rlght, sir. HNow, after the Thorpe job in 

Freeport, | take 1t you continuved to work fer 

variowus insulation contracters in this area up 

untit 1960, when you were elecied business 

agent. |s that right? 

Yes, sir., Thls is correct. 

Did you work out of state at any time during 

that perlcd of time? 

Yes. | am trying to recall when this was, 

Mzybe | missed thls one, | don't recall what 

vear it was, but | made one job in Seattie, 

Washington. | might have missed that, 

Whe was that for? 

| don't recall the contractor -~ yes, | do, 

too., This was for Fiberglass, Fiberglass, Ing 

| believe, from the West Coast, out of Los 

Angeles. 

All right. 

This was a reflnery job, narth of Seatttles, 

Washington. 

Did you use respirators and masks on that job? 

Na, sir. | worked in the field on that one. 

JERIWOIN REFORTING COMPAMY 
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Were they available for you, Mr. Shrode? 

Actually | can't enswer that one, because | 

never did ask for one. 

Se you don't know? 

HNe. 

Now, 1960 you were elected business agent for 

Local 22 and you remained as buslness agent 

how long? 

Until Januvary of this year. 

January of '68, And what happened January '68 

| was appointed inteérnational organizer by 

the executive board and president. 

Who is the president? 

international president, now? 

Yes. 

|s Albert E. Hutcherson, 

Mr. Hutcherson has been president for how long 

Since September last year. 

Of *€77 

Yes. 

Now, as an international organizer are you 

over Local 227 

Yes. | am at the present time, because it Is 

under trusteeship. 

Ail right. And you were appointed by the 

JERIVCHIN REPORTING COMPAMNY 
CA 29919 
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president as the =-- to take aver and run it? 

This is correct. 

On behalf of the international unlon? 

Yes. However, this [s very recent, 

Yes, sir. Ali right. Now, as business agent 

from 1960 to 1968, did you have anything to 

do with the negotiatiaon of the contracts? 

Yes. 

Ali right. MNow, who primarily would negotiate 

the contragts, would it be the =- 

Well, of course, this was a commltiee appointed 

by the president of the Jocal. Baslfcally, it 

was usually the president, | mean -- yes, the 

president, the business agent, the secretary. 

And —- 

And anybody else that he wanted %o put on. 

And representatives of the contractor? 

Yes., This was -~ aiso, | am speaking from 

our side. Now, he would appoint a committee 

te sit down and negetiate with a committee 

from the ceontractors. 

is that the trades -- 

That's the assoclatien. Actually, the 

official name of it is Houston Insulation 

Contractors Association, 

JERIVOM REPORTIMNG COMPANY 
CA 29919 
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That is the cofficial name hers? 

That is the people we negotliate our contracts 

with, yes. 

During thls period of time that you were 

business agent from '60 to '68, did you sit in 

each time on the negotiations with the con~ 

tractors association? 

Yes. 

At any of those meetings did the question of 

taking any safety precautions or anything ever 

come. up durfng any of your discussiens? 

Oh, yes. 

fan you tell me when they were first brought 

up, what year? 

Well, they were brought up beginning the first 

time | aver sat down on the negotiating 

committee, 

When would that be? 

Well, this was prior, actually to 1960, 

because | was president of the local. 

For what perlod of {ime? 

| was elected president in '58. [ believe it 

was '58, '57 or '58. 

Al] right. 

And | served two terms as president. 

JERIVON RERORTING COMPAMY 
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One year each? 

Ho. Two ygars, 

You served a period of four years? 

Yes. 

All right, sir. 

As president. And during that period of time 

| was also on the negotiating committes. 

Have you held any other office in Local 22 

prior to being elected president? 

Yes. | have held all the offices in the 

local except sergeant-at-arms and secretary. 

When were you fiest elected an officer of 

Local 22°? 

Boy, that was a good one. | don't know. 

Approximately. 

Actualtly, | would say in the early '50s, | 

was elected to the executive board. 

And being on a number of executive boards, you 

of course, were aware of the various problems 

that the unjon had, and sat in on all the, 

| guess meeiings and comml|ttee meetings and 

sc forth? 

Yes. Of course, actualiy your executive 

board, the way cur organlization operates, the 

execulive board has a monthly meeting. 

JERIYOM REPORTING COMPANY 
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You would sit In on those? 

| would, yes. 

And did from the early 1850s | believe? 

Pretty well all the time. There was a littie 

gap here and yonder. 

Mr. Shrode, let me ask you this, when did you 

al) es a local or the executive board or 

commlittee of the union, bhecome aware of the 

probilem insofar as the dust was concerned? 

Well, | would say sometime in the middle '50s, 

when we became actualily acutely aware of it. 

Did you all start any discussions at that time? 

Yes. We had many discusslfons on 1t and even 

negotiated -- along about this time was when 

It was flrst negotiated into the agreement, 

that the contractor was required te fuernish 

respirators or fams, ventilation equipment. 

About what yesr would that be, '55 or -~ 

[*d say '55 or '56, 

Did you alil insert @ provision in your coenirac? 

about that perlod of time, requiring respiratoj 

and fans and blowers? 

Yos. We required that the contractor furnish 

these in our ceontract -- 

A1l right. 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
CA 2991 

] 

t. 

HOUSTOM, TEXA5 

39 

The Tomplait v. Combustion Engineering Case File (1962-1969), Deposition of Joe Shrode
ACL Doc 10815 · Page 39 of 117

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/10815/39

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/10815/39


10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

14 

17 

12 

e 

24 

¥ 3 

22 

23 

24 

25 

»
 

=
 

O
 

F
-
T

 
A 

-
 

-
 

--= at that time. 

ls that contained in your present contract? 

Yes. 

Do vou remember when your present contract was 

negotiated? 

Yes. |t was just negotiated in July. 

July of 19687 

Yes. 

Does It have such a provision In it? 

it has a provision, baslcally the one that 

was originally negotiated, has heen in there 

ever since. And it is still mere or less in 

the same form, 

Do you recall, generally, what it says? 

Welt, | can read it to you =-- 

Good., Read it to us. 

-- better than [ can recall, 

Now, what are you reading from, so that the 

recerd will show? 

This is the memoranda -~- agreemant in effect 

at the present time between the Asbestos 

Local 22 and all of the contractors under our 

jurisdiction. 

What is the date on ft, sir? 

Effective July Ist through June 30th, '71. 
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July 1st of what year, '68? 

68, ves. 

A1)l right. 

Now, we have actusalily changed the wording a 

littie bit in this safety clause, as we call 

it, which is Article 14 in this agreement. 

And | am reading a part of [t, | think 

the part that you want to hear is -~ it says: 

"Employer shall furnish gloves on foam- 

giass jobs and on jobs where metal lath backed 

insulation is used: Saws on foamglass jobs, 

and fans or blowers for ventllation in atlics 

or skirts of towers or other locaticas when 

needed, such as fTabricating shops where power 

squlpment is being used." 

Now, basically this is the only thing 

so far as safety equipment that It covers. 

How, that does not say ~- 

Yes, sir. Thers 1z, As | say, there is some 

other wording here that we feel is broad 

enough. And this is this part of Tt, "Safety 

rules and regulatiens of any plant or facility 

where employed, shall be complied with at all 

times. Adequaie safety equipment must be 

furnished by the employer for employees’ 

JERIVO REFORTING COMPANY 
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protection and used as directed. GQuestionable 

safely measures shall be referred to the Jaint 

Trade Board," 

Anywhere in there cover the use or furnlshing 

of respirators or masks? 

Yes. We claim this fs the article ithat covers 

thls. 

Was resplirators specifically mentioned during 

your contract negotiations? 

Yes, sir. 

What was that discussion, do you recall? 

Well, yes. They agreed that they wourld fur- 

nish respirators to all of the men if they 

wanted them. 

How lerng has that agreement been in effect? 

Well, of course, this cne has been in effect 

a very short time. 

] know it. But | am talking about the general 

agreement that they furnish adequate safety -- 

| think this has been in here and a2gain, | am 

just guesstimating, | would say that has been 

in there since -~ at least since '58. 

Since 19587 

Yes. 

And have all the jobs that you have come in 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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contact with since 1958, have they made 

respirators or masks avai lable? 

Yes, they have. They have had them available 

of a sort, ves. 

A1l right. ¥Now, what do you mean thera, "aof 

a sort"? 

All right., Of course, there has never been 

any agreement, there has never been any agree- 

ment reached on the type eof respirator that 

they would furnish., Basically, since we Lave 

had this clause they have made available for 

the man In the field, and thls is basically 

what | am talking about now, & very simpie 

face mask, & little flexible mask. 

Littte white deal? 

White flexible face mask that the men can use. 

However, in the fabricating shop now, they 

will furnish a respirator, which in my opinion 

is much better. 

Describe it for me, will you? 

It is the type that | have 2lresady referred 

to with the removable filter. 

Do you recall] the name or manufatturer of any 

of == 

Ho. | don't know as | can recall the nama of 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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any manufacturer. 

Is that the one that looks sort of like a gas 

mask? 

Yes, slir. |t's what it reminds me of. And 

it's just about as easy to breathe through as 

a gas mask. 

But that pretty well takes care of the problem 

| take it, is that right? 

Well, let me say it this way: [t takes care 

of a8 tot more dust tham the little flexible 

dust mask does. 

You would certainly recommend they use, an 

insulator use that cne, would you neot? 

| would highty recommend it. 

Why would you highly recommend {17 

Due to the concrete knowledge that we now 

have. 

And have had since when? 

well, we have had actual real concrete 

evidence, | would say, since 'BO. 

ALT right. 

or '6l., 

But you were aware of the problem long before 

that? 

Yes, sir. | was aware of the probilem, | 

JERIVOM REPCRTING COMPANY 
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think many of us were, maybe not all of us, 

but many of ocur people were becoming more awarg 

of It in the Vatter part of the '50s, due to 

some of our people dying with lung cancer. 

Now, | have been referring te the insulators 

as field workers and fabricators, Is that a 

pretty good breakdown or how do you classify 

them? 

well, yes. This is -~ basically you have, | 

would say a smaller percentage of men warking 

in the fabricating shops. 

The rest of them are what? 

Well, the rest of them are out in the field. 

ls this a field worker, is that the correct 

way to refer to -~ 

Well, field worker would be all right | think, 

on the industrial jobs, bscause they are out 

in either a refinery or chemical plant. 

Let me ask you this question, Mr. Shrode: |t 

seems to me like that your primary problem 

starts when you start sawing these various 

materials, that is when ycur dust Is created, 

is that right? 

Certainly this creates dust, 

A1l right, sir. And the products themselves 

JERIVON REPORTIMNG COMPANY 
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are fine, except when you start to either 

breaking them aor sawing them or cutting thenm 

to put them on the pipes or whatever you are 

installing them on? 

Well, | don't think they would be dangerous 

sitting still, no. 

Kow, that is my peini, so long as you don'‘t -- 

S50 long as you doan't pick them up and start 

beating onr them, sawlng them or cutting them. 

|f the product came to the job prefabricated, 

already fabricated to the correct length, 

size and bend and so forth, you wouldn't have 

to do any cutting, would you? 

Well, this is correct if this was possible, 

which it is not. 

A1l right. Wwell, let's just suppose for a 

minute here that these materials could be 

prefabricated to various lengths, size and 

with the bends in them and so forth, to 

efiminate all this cutting out here in the 

fleld where you are biinging them, wounid that 

not eliminate about ninety-nine per cent of 

youl’ dust right there? 

50 far as appiying them in the field, yes. 

But this still comes vpnder the act of 

JERIVOM REFORTING COMPANY 
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prefabricatlon of raw materials. 

MNow, | am talking about field workers, so far 

as the fleld workers are concerned. |f this 

was done before they were sent ouwt in the 

fieid to be applied, you would eliminate your 

sawing and cutting out there in the field, 

wouldn't you? 

Well, again [ say, that youw would eliminate 

some of it, but | can't see that. This cauvld 

be, possibly so. 

Could you explain to me why 1t would not? 

Well, yes. There would be no way that you 

could prefabricate everything that goes on a 

job. 

Could you not prefabricate much more than is 

at the present time? 

Well, | doubt thls very seriously, because, 

any more, because we do fabricate everything 

that we can in the shop. 

Allt right. Let me ask you this. Have the men 

refused to Tnstall materials which were pre~- 

fabricated? 

Have they refused to? 

Yes, sir. 

Yes, under certain circumstances. 
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And why? 

Because we claim the fabrication of all 

materials to come under our jurisdictien. And 

in some cases -- we have had cases where 

materials were bought and sent to the job pre~ 

fabricated and we have refused to apply. 

AlY right, sir. Now, let's put that aside 

for just a second, | mean, but taking those 

prefabricated materials that already had your 

jolnts in them and bends in them and s¢ forth, 

required no sawing or cutting, you have little, 

if any, dust problem involved in installing 

those, don't you? 

Well, vyou have some, because there is a certain 

amaunt of fittlng and =-~- 

Sure, when you get =-- 

~~ gnubbing and beating on them to get them to 

fit together. 

A1l right. Of course, when you come to a 

hanger or dog, you have to cut a notch cut for 

the hanger? 

Yes. 

But other than that you'd almost eliminate 

yoitr cutting and sawing, wouldn't you? 

Well, | don't think you would ever eliminate 

JERIYOM REPORTING COMPANY 
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it, because again, as [ say, | don't think 

there would be any way that you could pre- 

fabricate all your pipe covering, all of your 

blocks because of the irregutarity of the 

different lengths of pipes and different sizes 

of conventional fittings and what-have-you. 

Do you all instruct your union steward cn the 

job to see that these men wear respirators or 

take any safety precautions whatscever? 

We suggest. 

Now, when you say "we," who do you mean "we"? 

Well, | strongly urge all ¢f our people to 

take precautlons. 

Where do you do that, in a2 union meeting or 

what? 

Yes. In the union meetings and also through 

the steward and foremen, 

Have you been telling them this for some period 

of time? 

Yes. |'ve beea telling them this for nuite =z 

period of time, 

Tell me approximately how many years. 

Well, about, specifically since ['ve boen 

busliness agent, | felt | was in a position to 

tell them. 

JERIVCON REPORTING COMPANY 
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Since 1960 ~- 

Yes. 

-- you've been doing that. The business agent 

has more authority than the president does 

| take it? 

well, this becomes a basic arguing point, but, 

ves, this is true. The business agent of your 

local union in our organization, this is the 

office. 

Incidentally, did you attend the convention 

in Chicago in September, 15677 

Yes, sir. 

And dld you hear the various speeches there 

%y Dr, Silicoff and seeing some of the films? 

And slides of his investigation of lung 

problems among our people, who was, in 1962 =-- 

Where was that? 

Thet was at the national convention that we 

held in Atlantic City. 

Now, is he employed by youdall's international 

or what are the facts? 

No. He is -- he has == he is not empioyed by 

us, no. 

is he -- 

He has deone much research, not only for our 

JERIYOM REPDRTING COMPANY 
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organization but for the public as well. 

What did he tell you In 19627 

At that time he really emphasized the danger 

cf the materials that were being used in our 

business and the effect that they could have 

on our people. 

What did he tell you to do, so far as safety 

precautfons or safely measures wore concerned? 

He told us t¢ protect curselves to any extent 

that we could. 

How?. 

By tryling to get better ventilation where it 

was needed. 

Wear respirators? 

Wear respirators at all times. He suggested 

that weg == 

At all times? 

-~ that we try to emphasize that they shouid 

wear them. 

Any other suggestions or recommendations? 

Weil, of course, this was the basic theme. 

And he also caationed us on many cther things, 

that he felt were connected with this, as well 

as inhaling the dust. 

Go ahead, 
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Well, this was when | -- of course, | had been 

aware of this as | sald before, | hagd per- 

sonally become acutely aware of the danger of 

inhaling s0 much of this dust. But | cer- 

tdinly became more acutely aware after seeing 

and hearing him and seeing the evidence that 

he had at the time, that had been created. 

Then do you =~ are you telling me, Mr. Shrode, 

that you worked ~~ in fosuletion from 1942 on 

up through 1962 before you really became 

acutely aware of the problem? 

| believe | stated earlier that | became 

aware, acutely aware of it in about the mid=- 

'50s. 

In about 'B57 

Yes, sir. Hut | became more acutely aware of 

the danger after seoing the evidence that he 

had. 

When did the file and rank of union members 

become aware of I1t7 

| don't know that they are all acutely aware 

of it yet. They are much more aware of it now 

than they have been. 

You are trying to bring it home to them in you 

focal meetings? 
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Yes, sir. Very much so. And other people 

all over have tried to make them become more 

and more aware of the danger. 

How many members do you have in Local 227 

Well, | am increasing it right now., | would 

say approximately six hundred. 

Yes. And you have increased this weekly? 

Yes. | am inc¢reasing =-- well, | have increasec 

it. 

How many? 

For the jast three or four weeks, 

How many have you increased it, sir? 

| 'd say fifty in the last month. 

Excuse me just a minute, Mr. Shrode. 

| take it that a shop worker primarity 

cuts the materizls to various lengths and 

stzes, is that correct, sir? 

Well, basically what he does is cut fittings. 

When | say fittings | am talking about tubing, 

turping, bending and beweling, lagging, to fit 

different types of vessels, 

A1l right, sir. What does 2 field worker do? 

Well, he appiies these —— 

Can you tell me -- 

-=- materjals, 

JERIVOM REPCRTIMNG COMPANY 
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Can you go into a little more detail sc far as 

a field worker is caoncerned, what are scme 5f 

the jobrs that he does and so forth? 

Well, we can kind of break it down. When he 

is putting on pipe covers, covering the pipe, 

this usually comes in sections of three-foot 

lengths. Well, this varies in differeat types 

of material, but basically | would say the 

three=foot length, to fit the pipe size, 

whatever size pipe is used, And, of course, 

after you reach the larger sizes, why, then 

you have to =~ they don't mold them, they come 

in sections, segments. 

So he applies these segments or sestions 

on the lines., And, of course, when he comes 

to the tee or -- 

How does he do that, Mr. Shrode? 

How does he apply it? 

Yes. 

Well, basically, these ma2terials, as | say, 

up to the targer slze, these come in two halves 

All right. 

And he puts them face to face, either bands 

them, wires them or attaches them, a fastener 

on them =-- 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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ALY right, sir, 

-~ to hold them in glace. And when he: comes 

to the different types of fittings, usually 

these are ~- and | say usuzlly now this is 

true, it didrn't use to be but It is now, more 

and more becoming irue, these are always made 

in two halves, the tube turner, bends and 

different types of fittings. Now, this is 

basically what he does on pipe c¢overing. 

Weil, now, he does, really, very litile sawing, 

doesn 't he? 

He does quite a bit of sawlng, because of the 

different lengths of pipe. He will -- again, 

he is sti111 working from a three-foot section. 

Is that the longest sectlon that they come in? 

Oh, no. Some materta) will go up to eight 

feet, but it depends on the type of material. 

A1l right. That is pipe covéring. What elise, 

what about boilers? 

Well, let's talk zbout vessels. 

All right. 

Different types. Basically this is in either 

lagging, bevel lagging or curved segment. 

Again, these are basically three-foot length. 

And he puts these around the vessel. And, of 
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gourse, now what you are referring to is 

amount of cutting that he would have to do; 

any protrusion that comes cut of vessels he'd 

have t¢ fit around this, do the best that he 

can. 

Again, you doen't have any dust until you start 

cuiting off the protrusions? 

Wall, | wouldn't say you wouldn't have any, 

you'd get some dust. 

Wouldn't be noticeable, would it? 

Yes, sir. | would say it would depend on 

where you were., Of course, If you ware on up 

In the air, on a talil vessel, why, naturally 

you &ry to stay on the wind side of thls stuff 

and try to stay out of it if you can, but 

sometimes this is hard to do. But you would 

get a certaln amount of it taklng it cut of 

the cartons that they are put in, 

And then once you get a ring écomplete 

circemference, arcund the vessel, usvally 

these are held in pliace by strapping or bands. 

And when you put these around, then start {o 

tighten with your banding machine, usuzlly 

they are -- they beat this material to make [t 

fit, to make it snug up. And there is quite a 
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bit of dust stirred up then. 

Well, agaln, as | said a minute ago, that 

material er that product just sitting there, 

it woutltdn't hurt anyone until you started 

Jostling it around cor beating on it or cutting 

it? 

Well, if it's sitting there and not being dis~ 

turbed, | don't think it would hurt anybody. 

Right. As (t comes from the factory in the 

carton, as It comes from the factory, so long 

as tt is Teft sitting there you are not going 

to have any dust from it, are you? 

No. If it's sttting still | don't think you'd 

have much. 

Itts when you start appiying it that you 

create your dust? 

This is basically correct. 

Now, we talked about pipe covering and we 

tzl1ked about vessels. What else does a field 

worker do? 

Welil, there is certain irregular vessels on 

your reguiar surface, so that we have to use 

different type of cement, trowled in place. 

And, of course, this usuzlly has to be mixed 

with water to make it a troweling consistency. 
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Now, there is guite a bit of dust 

invoived in that, in mixing this stuff. There 

wouldn't be any dust in applying it because [t 

is wet, 

A1l right, sir. Well now, where does yaur 

mixing take place? 

It usually takes piace on the ground level, 

Does the man that is dolng this mixing wear a 

respirator or mask? 

| don't think |'ve ever saw one wear one, no. 

Would you recommend that he wear one? 

| would recommend that he do, yes. 

What other work does a fieid worker do? 

Well, after he gets all his insulating 

material on there, we have different types of 

finish, he applies this, and that is the 

finished product, either by putting a water- | 

proof jacketing of some type over it or in the 

case of fittings, why, this is vsually troweled 

On . 

How many Tnsulators do you have working 

togethar, one, two or three or what is the 

situation there? 

Well, this gang, it depends on whet type cof 

work they are doing. Basically aon pipe 
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covering, usuglly there is two that work 

together on this. Up to -— well, basically 

this is right even on large lines. 

|f you can do it with two men there wouldn't 

be any peint in having another ope standing 

around, would there? 

Well, | don't think you'd have any standing 

around. 

fn other words, if they are warking, start 

applying the material? 

Yes. However, snfietimes this can get a littie 
congested, even though there 715 two working 

an this line. There might be twe more here 

and two more here. | mean, sometimes it 

dopends on the area that you are working in. 

what about on vessels? 

On vessels, ther this again depends on size, 

if it's a pretty good sized vesse]l they 

usually have -- what they have, what they 

catll ring crews. You might fit a good sized 

vessel, say twelve to sixteen feet in diameter 

you usually use about four men around this 

vessel to keep from doing tco much ruaning 

around, 

Have you ever seen any member of the other 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
£a 29719 

HOUSFON, TEXAS 

59 

The Tomplait v. Combustion Engineering Case File (1962-1969), Deposition of Joe Shrode
ACL Doc 10815 · Page 59 of 117

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/10815/59

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/10815/59


10 

n 

12 

13 

14 

15 

18 

17 

18 

3 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

crafts wearing respirators, where they were 

working in the area where the Tnsulators were 

working? 

Ha, sir. 

Any particular reason why they do not? 

| don't think there Is any particutar reascn, 

oenly usually if it's pretty congested and 

pretty dusty, they just pget the hell out of 

there. 

An insulator, he certainly knows to put on a 

respirator? 

well, again, | say he should put it on, but 

lots of them don't, not even today. 

They just won't do it, is that it? 

| don't =~ ] would say this, many more of them 

wear them today. 

How can you account for that, when they know 

today, don't they, that there is a =~ they 

aught not 1o be breathing that dust? 

Weli, they have been told on many cccasions 

that they should, 

Yes. They are just not protecting themselves? 

That's cerrect. 

MR. PATE: | believe that's all at 

this time. 
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Do you have cne of those litile 

books that | can be looking at? 

THE WITKRESS: Yes, sir. 

EXAMINATICN 

By Mr. Reynolds 

Mr. Shrode, let me just ask you a few gues- 

tlons, more or less of a definition type. 

What is lagging? 

Lagging? 

Yes, sir. [|'m lost. 

Actually this is -~ it's a curved segment or 

basiecally lagging is —- is a mitered piece of 

material, mitered on both sides to fit around 

a circumference, with an angle on each side 

of it. A serfies of these go around the vessel 

to: fit the circumierence, 

It's a series of flat, flat pieces that go 

around —- 

Yes. 

-=- around this surface or curved surface? 

Yes. In order to get these you have to set 

your saw at an angle and run it through the 

saw to get this angle, cerrect angle so that 

it will fit any circumference or vessel or 
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pipe. 

Now, you were talking about the different work 

that the men de. And one of the things that 

you mentioned was cement work and cement 

mixfng. Who on the job does this kind of 

work? Do they have one man that usually does 

It all? 

No. Basically this is done by our apprentices 

or -~ and | say basically, because not fn all 

cases, |t wopld depend on the job. But 

ordinarily these are the people that do it, 

the improvers or apprentices that we have 

usually do this. 

Now, who is an apprentice or improver? 

Well, basically, the word means the same 

thing., The boys that are learning the trade. 

These are new men more or Jless in the union? 

Well, we have a four-year apprenticeship 

program. In other words, you can serve as an 

apprentice four years and then he takes an 

examination., |f he passes the examination he 

becomes a8 journeyman. |t is actually & 

training period for these boys. 

And they are the ones that do the mixing of 

cement? 
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Bastcally, this is right. 

Then they take the mixed cement to the mechanig, 

is that what vyou all call the man that is on 

the joeb, 2 mechanic? 

Yes. They carry it to him and he applies it 

by trowel, 

Trowel. | see. 5o 2 man that has been In the 

profession say as long as you have, wouldn't 

ordinarily be mixing cement? 

Unless he was on a small job where he would be 

mixirg his own materlal or carrying his own 

materlal, We have many cases where [t is a 

one or two-man jJjob, you weuldan't have an 

apprentice on the job. 

| see. 

But large jobs is what | was referring to, 

basicaily, the people that do it. 

Mr. Shrode, you menticned once or twice that 

this particular problem of dust on the job 

came -=- as being a problem, came tc your 

attention, you thought somewhere in the mid- 

'30s, At one point was there some particular 

thing that brought this to your attention, 

did you have a problem yourself? 

Yes. 
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What is that, please, sir? 

Along about that time | became acutely aware 

of it due to my coughing and the trouvble with 

my breathing. And, of course, | immediately 

had chest X~rays and was told that | should 

get the hell out of it, sc much of it anyway. 

Out of the dust? 

Yes. Well, of course, | took this to mean 

get out of as much of It as | could, which I 

Immed istely did., | guit working fabrication 

jobs along about that time and started wearing 

a respirator, | might say. 

Ati right. HNothing like a little personal 

involvement to get your interest up? 

This is correct. And, of course, | also at 

that time began to emphasize to anybody that 

would listen fto me that they should take pre- 

cautions due to my personal iaveivement, 

You meoticned Or. Silicoff was doing research 

for your international, is that right? 

Yes. MNot necessarily for my international. 

0f course, he has a seminar, really is a scheooil 

or 2 research laboratory that -- he is doing 

research, not only for our international, but 

basically this is the way it started. 
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For the international? 

For the international, But he has expanded 

on an overall basis now, through grants &and 

what-have-you. 

Your union retained him to do these studies 

cr work? 

They have con coccasion helped finance the 

research, yes, There is also some other areas 

that are being investigated along the same 

line. One that | can recall is the San 

Francisco area, they also hava some -- a 

program of research going on in that area. 

This is a new field they are studying, Is ithat 

what it amounts to? 

Well, actually it is, basically, new insofar 

as the investigating that they are doing. But 

the amazing thing that has been found ocut 

through their research, is the period of time 

that it takes for the evidence of this to show 

Up. | 
The research has brought these things to the 

fore, and as | understand, the baslic import 

of what you said, you became aware cf the 

groblem in approximately the mid-"'50s, but you 

think it's probably the early '60s before if 
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came to be known about generally, in your 

pnion, ts that right? 

Yos. | think that, the best | can recall, 

this was when it really was emphasized and 

became more or less a project with our Inter- 

natienal, to let att of the people know in our 

internaztiona) the danger. | think that this 

is probably correct, that at that time we did 

try to get the message to all of cur peopie 

and emphasized it ever since, 

Starting back about the time Dr. Silicoff 

talked in 1962, at your convention? 

|'m not sure that | am correct in sayling this 

is the first time he ever spoke ==~ 

1 see, 

-= to our pemle. But this was the first time 

| ever heard him speak, this was the first 

time that | ever heard him. 

The first time? 

That | was present when he pressnied this 

program. 

| see. 

Showed the slides and the effects that it had 

on some of our pecple. 

MR. REYMOLDS: That's all | have at | 
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this time. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

By Mr. Stephenson 

Mr. Shrode, | am Ward Stephenson, | am an 

attorney from Orange and represent Claude J,. 

Tomplait, Do you know Mr., Templait by any 

chance? 

Yes. | know Claude, 

Mr. Shrode, we have filed a2 suit on behalf of 

Mr. Tomplait against varlous defendants, among 

these defendants ara Combustion Engineering 

Corporation, R & | Refractory, Johns—-Manville 

Products Corporation, Owens-Corning, Fiberglas 

Corporation, Pittsburgh Plate & Glass 

Corporation, Fiberboard Paper Products. 

Now, | want to ask your opinion whether 

or not this group of defendants represent 

substantially the majority of the major 

manufacturers and distributors of asbestos 

insulating products? 

You say the major part? 

Yes. 

Yes., | think they would, probably. This 

would probably be correct. 
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An [nsulateor such as Mr. Tomplait working in 

the trade for a period of twenity or twenty-fivé 

years, would you say that, without any ques- 

tion, he would have tome in contact, either by 

using bimself or in ap area where materials 

manufactured by these companies were used by 

other workers? 

Yes., He'd have to come in contact with them. 

A1l right, sir. Now, Mr. Shrode, | believe 

you stated that your first knowledge or the 

first person you knew of died In the 1960s, 

garly 1960s, from the disease of asbestosis? 

Well, this was the first one that —— that I 

know of, that a doctor dlagnosed ~- 

Okay. 

~~ as having asbestosis. 

Did you know this gentleman personally? 

Yes, sir. 

Did yoe have cccasion to see him in the final 

stages of his disease, before he finally died? 

Yes, sir. 

Could you state for the benefit of the jury, 

whether or not this is a very painful and 

horrigle type of death? 

Very much so. 
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Mr. Shrode, thée two attorneys before me have 

been guestioning you abeout what the unions 

have dene concerning asbestos fibkers and 

asbestos dust. | will ask you whether or not 

the manufacturers that | have named have, 

within your knowledge, prior to the year 1966, 

even put any kind of notice of the dangerous 

nature of asbestos dust and fiber on the 

packages wherein their materials were shipped 

or contained? 

Prior to what year? 

1 966. 

| don't think -~ | think | can answer this in 

an affirmative yes. | donr't recall seeing any 

kind of warning on the packing until about thai 

time. | am not sure of that particular year-- 

That -~ 

-~ there. |t hasn't been very far back. 

All right, sir, Now, in your experience as 

a worker and as an ipsulator, in your various 

capacities with the union, have you ever Known 

or have you ever had a representative of any 

of the manufacturers that | have named or the 

defendants [ have named in this suit come to 

¥oit or in your presence or attempt to seét up 
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some safety program of application of their 

product, which would prevent the inhalation 

of asbestos diust or fibers? 

No. | don't think -- | don'TMt think | can 

recall any program that was ever initiated. 

Now, if you may assume for the purpose of my 

question, that one or more of the manufacturers 

of these products had writien medical articles 

dealing with the disease of asbestosis in 

1655 and perhaps before, was there ever any 

notice te your union by the manufacturers 

which | have named to you previouslty that 

their product was dangerous and might cause 

death If inhdled over a prolonged period of 

time? 

They never have, nobody has ever perscnally 

given mg any such warning. 

A1l right, sir. MNow, have you ever been 

connected with any of the cocmpanies manu- 

facturing or distribulting asbestos products? 

Ko, sir. 

Do you know of anyone thatl would be ip a 

better position to know of the dangerous 

nature of the products, than the companies 
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Well, not unless it would be a mar that would 

be affected by it. 

A11 right, sir. Now, let's assume that the 

company Johns-Manville manufactured ashbestos 

insuiation. Do youv know whether or not 

Johns—-Manville or any of these other companies 

that | have named as defeadants, had any 

medical studies, research programs, to try to 

see whal could be done about thewry dangerous 

nature of these products prier t¢, say, the 

year 1962, '63 or 647 

No. | don't know that they did before then. 

| think they have since then. 

Yes. Do you know how long these products had 

been manufactured, that 1s, do you know that 

asbestos products had been manufacfured in 

excess of fifty years? 

Well, of course, | can answer that this way: 

Not in excess of fifly years, because | 

haven't been around that long, but [ know they 

have been manufactured in excess of twenty- 

five years, because [ have been using them for 

that long. 

Al right, sir. During this 25-year pericd 

has there ever been any semlnar cr any program 
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that you know of conducted by any of the 

defendants that | have named in an effort to 

try and educate or train the ashestos and 

insulation workers in a safe method of 

application of these products? 

| will answer that in this way. MNet prior to-o 

not pricr to 1862, 

All right, sir. Now, | am speaking of the 

manufaciurers -— | believe —— well, let me ask 

it this way. What, in 1962, what program, if 

any, did any of these manufacturers have in the 

way of & seminar or educationzl finstruction 

or ctherwise, given to the insulation workers 

as to a safe method or manner of the use of 

theivr products? 

Well, | can't say that we have ever done this. 

What | was referring to is the -- slong about 

in the early '62s, '63s, '64s, aleng that area 

they did., When | say "they," | am tatking 

about part ¢f the manufacturers. (it is my 

unfierstand!ng; and again, this is just hearsay, 
! am not -- | can't basically say that this js 

true. They did at that time become cooperative 

in trying to create a joint program of informin 

our people of the danger., 
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Now, that was f{he first time, then, so far as 

you know, that they made any effort? 

So far as | know, this is true. 

A1l right, sir. Now, i{f you may assume for 

this guesticn that the disease of asbeslesis 

was written about as early as the late 1800s, 

certainly during the early i900s, do you 

personally know of any reason why the man- 

ufacturers of asbestos products waited until 

the 1960s before they started any program of 

tryfng to work out some safe method of applica 

tion of this product, which would not endanger 

the lives of the wirkers? 

Noe. 1| don't know of any reason why. 

A1l right, sir. WNow, Mr., Pate questioned you 

rather extensively about these filters or 

respirators, as they were called. |f you may 

assume for my guestion, that Dr. Silicoff 

upon written interrcgatories and upon giving 

his testimony in this case, has stated that 

at this time there is no known respirataer 

which will gprevent the inhajation of asbestos 

fthers -- 

That is correct. 

1f you may assume that question, if you don't 
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know it, all right. 

This Is cerrect. 

Do you know of any method that any of these 

manufacturers have sugpested whereby an 

insulation worker can go on his jobh kanowing 

that there is some safe way to install these 

products without inhaling the dust and fibers? 

No. | don't Know of any way. 

Now then, speaking of these respirators, | 

beiieve it's clear, but Jet me go over it to 

be certain that it is. 

The respirator that you are generally 

speaking about is nrothing more than a little 

paper filter? 

This is correct, 

And what happens to that paper filter when you 

stand there, let's say by the saw or sawing 

that, how long does 1t take before that paper 

filter becemes so clogged up that you can't 

even bhreathe through it? 

Not lang. 

A1l right, sir. And do you know whether or 

net -- you've been questioned on certafn 

medical aspects of this, that it ts abcut as 

dangerous for a man to have restriction on 
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inhalation and exhatatlon, that it is to have 

restriction on hig breathing, that this in 

ltse)lf can be about as dangerous to his lungs 

as inhalation of foreign particles into the 

lungs itseif? 

Well, of course, [ am not an expert on medical 

or terms. | know that this Is one of the 

reasons | wouldn't wear one due to the diffi- 

culty in breathing. 

Now, when breathing, dees that mean both 

inhalation and exhalation of air throuwph your 

nose and moupth? 

Yes, sir. 

1s |t atse true that -- let me ask you this. 

Has any of the manufacturers which | named 

ever come out and told the union of any form 

of respirator, inhalator or fiilter or other- 

wise, that could be effectively used to 

prevent the Inhalation of asbestes dust ang 

fibers? 

Nat that | know of, no, sir. 

AlY right, sfr. De you even know of any 

pregram, say since 1965 or before, where the 

manufatturers that | have named, have even 

worked on trying to develop a safe type of 

JERIYOMN REPORVING COMPANY 
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breathing apparatus or facllity which would 

insure the workers' safety from the inhailation 

of asbestos fibers? 

Ho. | know of no such program. 

Now, Mr. Pate | think, cne of the other 

attorneys, asked you about ithe fact that f 

the product comes on tha job and is net moved, 

would there be dust. And your answer was, 

well, if it was just sitting there | assume 

not. That was general,. 

But iet me ask you whether cor not as 2 

practical matter, not just one that Js foolish 

in context, | am not trying te disparage him, 

but when asbestos products are sent to the jaob 

site, is it necessary that the boxes be cpened 

before they can be used? 

Yes. 

And when you in the simple operation of 

eopening the box, am | true in saying that you 

penerally get asbestos dust and fibers coming 

up into the air and which Is frequently 

breathed by the workers opening the box? 

Yes, sir. 

is there any way fthat you know of to use this 

material in the form that it comes from the 

JERIVOM REPORTIMG COMPANY 
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manufacturers, that is from the polnt of 

opening the box on to its final use, wlthout 

breathing in some of the fibers and dust? 

No, sir. | don't know of any way, 

Okay. Now, in werking, for example, Mr. 

Tomplait, is it very likely that he could have 

ir many sitvations have been working, we'll 

s2y, with fiberglass or some ofther form of 

material, but yet work be in the same area 

where sawing and using asbestos products would 

contaminate the air with a2sbestos dust and 

fibers? 

Yes, sir. This is very possible, more than 

possible. 

Now, in this suit there has been some mention 

made that Mr. Tomplait could not identify each 

and every product that he used from the time 

he started insulating until the time they 

were questioning him about it. | will ask you 

to state whether or not it's true that many of 

the products manufactured by different cnes 

of these defendants, are very similar, if not 

almost identical in appearance? 

Yes. They are almost identical. 

And would it not be very dlfficult, if not 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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impossible, for a man, let's say working in thg 

fields with someons else, opening these boxes, 

bringing him the material to readi{ly identify 

the name of the manufacturer of each of these 

materials which he was using in the fieid? 

Well, in sceme instances. MNow, | den't know 

in all instances. 

Well, iet me change my question then to some 

instances. 

ATl right. In some instances this is correct; 

in other instances there might be an identifying 

mark on the section or cevering or what-have- 

you. And basfcally, | am referring to pipe 

covering now that would have a jacket of some 

type on it. [t might have a stamp or name of 

the manufacturer on It. But many of these 

materials don't have a jacket. Once they come 

cut of the box you wouldn't be able to 

identify who made |t. 

A1l right, MNow, let's say in mixing asbestos 

cement, is there eny way this has ever been 

shown fto you or within your knowledge by the 

manufacturers of these products, that you can 

open that sack of asbestos and pour it into 

the water without getting & large dose of the 

JERIVOR REPORTING COMPAMY 
CA 27719 

HUOUSTON, TEXAS 

78 

The Tomplait v. Combustion Engineering Case File (1962-1969), Deposition of Joe Shrode
ACL Doc 10815 · Page 78 of 117

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/10815/78

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/10815/78


10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

14 

17 

18 

iy 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

sonally and certainly by reputation? 

asbesteos dust and fibers in your face? 

| have pevar figured out a way. 

Has any manufacturer ever come ta yeu or to 

anyone you know of and sald, "Boy, don’'t do it 

this way, do it this way, it's safe®? 

Ho. 

Have you ever had any say it this way, from 

any of the manuvfacturers that | have named as 

defendanis in this suit, on the local level, 

have any of them ever come to you, any of theirp 

representatives and said, "Now, here we've got 

a system of safely using this product, it's 

rot going to kili your members, and if you wil] 

follow it out, why, this will eliminate or 

substantially redvuce the deaths caused by the 

use of our productsTM? 

Noe. Nobody ever has. 

New, Dr. Silticoff, | take it you know per- 

Yes. 

Is he considerad to be perhaps one of the most 

oustanding men in the use or perhaps the 

world, in the fleld of respiratory diseases 

caused by asbestos, and asbestosis and silicosl 

Yes. He's recognized as an expert. 
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Do you know as a matter of fact and, [ believe 

he's testifiod that he's working presently 

with the Unlted States Government, some of 

its agencies, in trying to devise a respirator 

or breathing apparatus which will effectively 

limlt or reduce the inhalation of fibers, 

or Tfiber producing foreign particles, into 

the lungs? 

Yes, sir. 

Do you know thal as of this date, whether or 

not any of the manufactureyrs that | have named 

have joined in and even at this time working 

with him and the government, trying to work 

out some system such as | have described, as 

a gsatisfactory respirator or inhajator? 

Yes. | koow of -— | know of one manufacturer 

that has agreed to help flnancially and 

through buying equipment to help detect the 

effects of the fibers. 

| 'm speaking not so much of how to detect it, 

but | am speaking of prevention. 

Do you know whether or not any of the 

manufecturers, even as of this time, are 

working with the government or with 

Dr. Silicoff or with anvene that vyou know of, 

JERIVOM REPORTING COMPANY 
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trying to derive some safe method to use that 

product? 

No. 

Have any of these manufacturers ever come to 

you In your union capacity or in any aof vour 

internatianal meetings or conventions and salid, 

safd in substance to you, "Yes, the use of ocur 

product over a long, prolonged period of time 

is injurious to you and may cause death or may 

cause asbestosis? 

No. 

Now, when you first started in the insulating 

bustness, isn't it trué that the respirator 

that you were talking about, this paper filter 

thing, is stil1 just about the same thing that 

is used today? 

Yes. 

As a matter of fact, over this roughly 

twenty-~five years, could | safely say that so 

far as we know, that the manufacturers of 

asbestos products haven't come up with any 

substantial charge in the type of breathing 

device from that which you used when vou first 

started in the trade? 

That is correct, so far a2s | know. 

JERIVON REFGRTING COMPANY 
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Now, Mr. Pate mentioned to you about pre- 

fabrication of materials, | will ask vou, 

Mr. Shrode, is it true that if materials were 

prefabricated, some human being would have to 

prefabricate theam? 

Yes, 

And that human being would be, as you say, 

as susceptible to the inhalation of asbestns 

dust and fibers if it was prefabricated in 

Portland, Oregon, as if it was prefabricated 

in Houston, Texas, wouldn't he? 

Yes, sir, 

Now, we have talked .about your contract here 

with the contractors. And the only thing that 

is in here is generally scme type of safety, 

which you have already referred to and which 

| won't go back over again. At any of the 

centract meetings, were you -- and in your 

unfon capacity, have you ever heard any of 

the contractors say that any of the defendant 

manufacturers and distributors of these 

producis, outlined a program of safe or proper 

use of a2asbestos insvlating materials, that 

would reduce substanfially or that would 

prevent the inhatation of asbestos fibers? 

JERIYOM REPORTIMG COMPANY 
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Ne, sir. 

Do | understand that even as of this advanced 

day, as of today, in 1568, that so far as you 

knew, the manufacturers of the products have 

not come forward with anything betfter than 2 

paper filter as a form cof prevention of the 

disease of asbestosis? 

S0 far as | know they haven't, Other than 

these other type of Filters that we talked 

about, that | have mentioned before. 

Well, | believe you said that wasn't even as 

good as the paper Ffillter? 

Well, it might stop more particles, but it's 

harder to wear, harder to breathe with, 

ALl right, sir. Now, fIn your studies and 

research or whatever you do 2t your conven=- 

tiong, do you have knowledge or do you know 

the approximately percentage of asbestos and 

fnsvlater workers who have been in the busi- 

ness more than twenty yedrs who have a JTung 

disorder of some kind? 

| don’t know offhand what this percentage is, 

but it's available. 

| have it here. | just thought maybe you 

mipht know. 

JERIYOM REPORTING COMPANY 
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Have any of the representatives or any 

of the perscenne) representing any of the 

defendants that | have named before ever come 

t6 you or so far as you know, t0o any member 

of your union and said -- or in substance, 

anythirg Tike this, "We know our product is 

dangercus. We want to work with you to heip 

work out some system where it won't injure 

your insulating workers"? 

No, sir. 

Now, some suggestion has been made that it is 

the fault of the workers for not wearing the 

respirators. But let me ask you to state, if 

| am not c¢correct In saying, that when you wear 

the respirafors, this iittle paper filter, 

that in addition 1o having difficulty 

breathing, it also 1s an extreme agitant to 

many people around the face and ears where thi: 

magk fits? 

Yes, This is true. 

And it tends to cause 2 form of dermatitis or 

facial itching where the fibers try to penetrat 

around the edges of this becawse the little 

paper filter is so hard toc get air through? 

Yes. | know of such tases, 

JERIVOM REPORTING COMPANY 
Ch 29019 

HOUSEON, TEXAS 

84 

The Tomplait v. Combustion Engineering Case File (1962-1969), Deposition of Joe Shrode
ACL Doc 10815 · Page 84 of 117

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/10815/84

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/10815/84


14 

12 

13 

14 

13 

1 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

P
 
B

 
B 

=
 
B

 

Mow, would this, in your judgment, be one of 

the reasons why many of the workars don't even 

try to use this little paper filter? 

| think this might be the reason some of them 

don't, yes. 

A1l right, sir. And are they in addition to 

this uncomfortable to wear? 

Yes. They are. 

in addition to the difficulty in breathing? 

Yes., 

Now, wher you talk about blowers, let me ask 

you whether or not you are talking about 

plowers primarily for cooling effect on the 

workers, to keep them from being too hot when 

they work in confined areas? 

Well, in talking about blowers, yes. | think 

this is basically what they are used for, is 

for the cooling effect rather than the 

eliminating of the dust. 

As a matter of fact, if you have a blower and 

there is someone cuttinp, the dust, in a con- 

fined area, it's just going to keep that dust 

agitated and won't settle as fast perhaps as 

if there weren't a blower? 

That is correct. 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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Rave you ever seen the labels that have 

recently started being put on some of the 

Insulation products, generally warning that i{hag 

product contains asbestes and its prolonged 

use may be injurious or may be harmful to your 

health, and use respiraters provided by the 

Us. ¢ Bureau of Mines? 

Yes, sir. 

And am [ c¢orrect in saying that it is some~ 

thing abourt four or five inches long, generally 

speaklag, and two or three inches high, not 

in very large type? 

This is correct. 

Do you know whai respirators that is talking 

about that is approved by the United States 

Department of Mines, that would keeép vou from 

inhaling asbestos dust and fibers? 

Well, there is several respirators on the 

market that are approved by the Bursau of 

Mines, | say several, | don't know, maybe | 

should modify this. 1| know of two or three 

that is manufactured that are approved by the 

Bureau of Mines. 

Okay. Now, my question wass, that would keep 

you from inhaling asbestos dust and fibers. 
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gliminate the dust in this pérticu1ar factory. 
Now, ihis is a factory itself, that you speak 

of? 

Yes. 

What company, do you know? 

well, actually this is Just a fabricating -- 

11's where they make -- they don't actually 

make the product there. 

| see. 

This is where they make pipe covering, fittingg 

and sc forth, out of different type of 

material. 

Would you say that the conditions there are 

mich less Jlikely to cause lung contamination 

than the conditions normally experienced by 

the average worker? 

Yes. In fthis particular case { will say that. 

S0 then can we assume thet there is some way, 

if a manufacturer was so inclined to do s0, 

that he could make recommendaticns for the 

use ¢f products in the field that might at 

least approach or go towards the dlrection 

of safety, as he uses it in his own plant? 

[f you see what | mean? 

Yes. 
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Do you krow of any sysiem that any of these 

manufacturers have devised whereby they put 

Inte a room a different pressure differential 

from that that exists outside of the room, 

of the fabricating shop so to speak? In other 

words, iet me use a clumsy example of it, 

such as, iet's say an air chamber of some kind 

which would have a tendency to isclate the 

movement of the dust particles. Do you know 

of any such thing ever having been dane? 

MO, 

Have you everhad occasion to go to any of 

these manufacturers and see the insulating 

materials actually being manufactured? 

Yes. 

A1) right. |Is this manufacturing done under 

controlled conditions which would differ then 

entirely from those existing in the field and 

in the fabricating shops? 

Yes. | would say that they would differ so 

far as ventilation, yes. The one | saw would. 

Which one did you see, please? 

| went through the plant down at McQueeny 

where they manufacture fittings. And they have 

got & very geod ventilation system to 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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No, slr. 

Okay. Are you famliiar with, jet’s say 

magnesia B5 or am | using the common named 

product, 85 per cent magnesia? 

Yes. This is -~ weli, | say it's common, | 

don't konow that it'*s commaon, but | have seen 

many times. 

What about K~Therm? 

K~Therm is a trade name. 

Calcium silicate? 

That's calcium silicate materials, yes, sir. 

Ard adhere to the chemicals commonly used in 

the trade? 

Yes, sir, 

Seal Fiash 3949 mastic? 

What number? 

Seal 3949 mastic, 

It is. 

Would you be able to give us your estimate 

as to the percentage of jobs that workers 

such as Mr. Tomplalt go on where ashestos 

products in some form are used? 

The percentage? 

Yes, sir. 

| would say it would be very high, 90 plus, 

JERIVON REPORFING COMPANY 
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MR. STEPHENSON: A1l right, sir. 

That's 211 | have, Mr. Shrode. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATICN 

By Mr. Pate 

| have one or two more guestions. 

Mr. Shrode, who told you in 1955 to get 

cut of the insulating work? 

Woell, he didn't actuaily tell me to get out of 

it 

1 realize that, but who told you to stay away 

from it as much as possible? 

The doctor that took my X-rays. 

A1l right. Who was that? 

This dector is now deceased, but this was a 

Dr. Schroeder located in Pasadena. 

Was he with a clinic there? 

He was just my fsmily doctor, 

AVl right, sir. In other words, he brought it 

home to you in 1955, is that cerrect, sir? 

He sure did. 

And since that time you haven't hesitated at 

wearing any respirator, have you? 

Not when | was working in a fabricatjon job 

where it was 2l] kinds of dust flying., | 

JERIVOM REPORNNG COMPAMY 
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didn't wear one ali of the time out in the 

field. 

Well, you wore one some of the time in the 

field? 

Yes, sir. 

And you wouid recommend that & man wear one 

in the field if there is an appreclablie amount 

of dust, wouldn't you? 

| would recommend It, yes. 

And you would have since 1955, wouldn't you, 

Mr. Shrode? 

Yes. | would recommend jt. 

Yes. And you would think for his own protec- 

tion, he should? 

Yes. 

Right, sir. Now, Mr. Stephenson named off to 

you some seven different companies that 

manufacture insulating products cantaining 

asbestos. | want to ssk you what other 

companies manufacture insulating products 

that are used in the area covered by Local 227 

Would you 1Tke for me to read those off 

to you again? 

Yes, sir, 

Combustion Engineering, R & | Refractory, 
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Johns-Manville Products Company, Owens-Corning 

and Fiberglass, Pittsburgh -~ Fiberboard 

Products and Eagle Picher Industries. What 

other manufacturers manufaciure insulating 

materials used in the area covered by vour 

lecal? 

| would think of two offhand. 

What ara they? 

Philip Carey Manufacturing Company, for ane,. 

ATl right. 

Bzldwin-Ehret-Hi1l would be another one. 

AVl right, 

And these are the two that | can think of 

right neow. 

All right. WNow, let me ask you, is it not 

true that Philip Carey Manufacturing manu- 

factures 2s much asbestos containing insulating 

material as any of the other seven in here? 

Weil, this would be -~ well, on my part, | 

don't know that they were manufacturing as 

much or more, but | do know that they manu- 

facture this type of material. 

And it is used by members of Local 22 in the 

area? 

Yes, sir. 
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And has been for some years? 

Yes. 

You used it in Freeport | teliave, didn't vou? 

Yes, sir. 

All right, sir. And Baldwin=-Ehret-Hill also 

manufaciures asbestos containing insulating 

material, s that correct, sir? 

Yes, sir., 

And their products are used in the area covered 

by your local? 

Yes. 

And a corsiderable amount of them are used? 

Yes, 

And have been since the '40s, | suppose, is 

that correct, Mr. Shrode? 

Yes. | would say so. 

Now, what other manufacturers de you recatl 

offhand, besides Philip Carey and Baldwin~ 

Ehret-Hil1? 

You already got Pittsburgh on there, haven't 

you? 

Yes, sir, 

[ can't recall any othars Fright now. OFf coursd 

I['m sure there is others. 

What about PABCO Products? 

JERIWON REPORTIMNG COMPANY 
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Yes. Yes. This is another manufacturer that 

we use their particular -~ 

A1l ritght, sir. They manufacture asbestos 

containing insuiliating materials? 

Yes. 

And thsy are used in the @rea covered by 

Lecal 227 

Yes. 

Ard have been since the early '40s or maybe 

lenger? 

Well, |'m not sure abeut that now. 

How long would you say? 

I'm trying to recall the first distributor 

that | can recall that vsed PABCO material, 

| wewld say it was in the '50s. 

Who was that? 

This was Preclsion lnsulation and had the 

¢istributorship here at that time. HNow, | 

don't know ~- | wouldn't say that maybe it 

hadn't been used before then, but that's the 

first time | recall sesing it. 

How about Keeson & Mathiewson? 

Yes, sir. Been used for many years, 

And they manufacture asbestos containing 

insulating material? 
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Yes, sir. 

Are they cne of the larger manufacturers? 

Yes. 

How about Ruberoid? 

Rubercid? 

Yes, 

Yes. 

They manufacture asbestos containing insulating 

material? 

Yes, 

And which bhave been used in the areas covered 

by Logal 22, for how long? 

&h, several years. 

What do you mean several years, In the '40s, 

since the '40g? 

Yes. | would say that far back. 

Considerable amoaunt? 

Yes. 

Mondite Cork? 

Wall, as | stated earlier, Mondite Cork was 

absorbed by Baldwin-Ehret-Hill. 

That is one and the same? 

Yes. 

AVl right. | want to clarify one point. You 

tocld me on direct examinatlion that Ralph 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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Anderser died about '58 or '597 

Well, | think | gqualified that and told you 

[ didn't remember the year, buet | thought it 

was about then. 

A11 right. 

| am nct sure about that, but cur records 

would show when he died. 

All right, sir. 

If it needs to be verified. 

Dkay. Mr. 3hrode, Mr. Stephenson asked you 

something about the fact that ashestos has 

been written about since the lafe 1BO0Os or 

early 1900s. Now, you know, do you not, 

having worked as an insulator slince 1942, 

there [s a very important distinction between 

the insutlator or insulating people who work in 

insulation and the men that mine asbestos, as 

apposed to the field workers who apply the 

product which contains smaller percentage of 

ashbestos? 

Well, there is a difference in the workers, 

yes, sir. 

And there Is a difference in the exposure? 

Yes. | would say that. 

Yes, sir., Have you ever beep to any of the 

JERIVON REFORTING COMPANY 
A 19719 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 

26 

The Tomplait v. Combustion Engineering Case File (1962-1969), Deposition of Joe Shrode
ACL Doc 10815 · Page 96 of 117

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/10815/96

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/10815/96


to 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

4 

17 

1% 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

23 

o
~

 
-
 B

 
- 
T

 
o

 
L

=
 

mines where asbestos is mined? 

No. 

| see, You don't know what -- whether he was 

referring to miners or the applicataors, do 

you? 

Ha, 1| don't know, 

Al right. Now, who Is that manvfacturer that 

you mentioned that has been contributing 

financially to the government by equipment 

gnd 50 forth? 

Well, this is very recent that | fourd this 

out. In fact, about three weeks ago | found 

out that Johns-Manville have agresd to pur- 

ch®se eguipment. 

How long have they been doing this, for some 

period of time? 

This | don't know. 

You have no personal knowledge -- 

[ have no personal knowledge, 

~= how long it's been going on? 

No, sir. 

Yous cannot say whether they have or not? 

That is correct. 

Yoy don't know how long they have been con~ 

tributing to this study, how lomg this has 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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been going on? 

This is the first that { know of. 

The first time that you became aware of ii7 

Yes. First time | became aware of it. 

Okay. Now, this 1itile warning that 

Mr. Stephenscn mentioned over there a minute 

ago, that is some four inches teng, | guess 

and two inches high, something like that; cap 

you tell me how long you have been seeing that 

on cartong? 

Actualty the first time | ever seen It was In 

the eariy '60s, 

A11 right. Glve me ~- tell me about what year 

in the early '60s you first saw [t, 

| would say '61, '62. 

About 1961 or '62. Do you remember what 

company product it was on? 

Yes. 

What was that? 

The first one | ever saw was from Fiberglass 

Products, | guess this was the Qwens-Corning. 

Al] right. Which other one, do you recall? 

Well, since then [ have seen several. 

ODkay. 

Bul this has been more recent, |°'d say in the 

JERSWON REPORTING COMPANY 
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last four or five years. 

Now, you menticoned about the respirators being 

approved by the Bureau of Mines. Are you 

familiar with any of those? 

Ne. Only what | have been told and shown, 

different types that have been proven. 

Have you been shown soma MSA Confold? 

Yos. 

What is that? 

MSA, now, this rings a beli. Now, |'m not 

sure of the rest of it. 

That is the one with your interchangeable 

filter. 

Yes., It's pot the interchangeable filter and 

two knobs out on the side,. 

You have 8een those? 

Yes. 

And it's one of the more highly recommended 

ones | bellieve? 

Yes. 

In your cpinion does it do the job as geood as 

any that you have seen? 

| would say it would do the job as good as any 

| have seen, yes. 

You have actually seen cne of those and 

JERIVOH REPORTING COMPANY 
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inspected it, haven't you? 

Yes, sir. 

it's about as good or if not the best on the 

market, isn't it? 

{t's as good as | have seen, yes. So far as 

filtering dust, yes. 

Yes, sir. HNow, did you see any warning in the 

sales 1lterature or any pamphlet, prior to 

seeing the warning en the cartons? 

About the danger of the material? 

Yes, sir. 

Ka. 

Or wouid you have had occasion to have been 

looking at the boochures or sailes literature? 

Well, | doubt -=~ | doubt if | have had the 

occasion. 

In your capaclty you probably wouldn't have 

been looking, would you? 

Ko. 

MR. PATE: | believe fthat's all. 

REGIRECT EXAMINATION 

By Mr. Reynolds 

['ve got one area |'d like some clarification 

en, If you would, Mr. Shrode, 

JERIVOM REPORTING COMPANY 
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Does yaur union cperate with a hiring 

hall or this kind of arrangement? 

No. OQur unfon 1s, of course, you have what 

you call ap exclusive hiring arrangement, where 

everybody is sent out through the union, You 

have what they refer fto as non~referrable 

unien, non—-referrable union, where the union 

is a source of manpower, but not the only 

source. And this is the lTine that we follow, 

we don't have any exclusive hirlng hall. 

But if a2 contractor wants peopie to work, they 

get them through your union, is that it? 

wWell, this is 9ne source. 

Is it the oniy or not the only source? 

Not the only source. Gensraliy speaking, ves, 

they call us for people. 8But some of them 

don't, on all cccesions. What | am saying, 

from the legal standpoint, they don't have fo. 

Well, the work forces, the work force is made 

up from the urnion hail for the contractor. 

When he calls you he asks for so0 many men or 

a2 certain number of men, is that right? 

This is correct. When | get an order. 

He doesn't -~ he doesn't specify, | wanlt John 

Brown and Joe Smith and someone ¢lse, by name 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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does he? 

Sometimes. 

Sometimes he does? 

| f they are available he can ask for tham. 

| f they are availazble | will send them. He 

does not have to -- 

| see. This is not the way he usually does 

j e 

That's right. Usually he doesn't. He just 

calls and erders so many men. 

And you send him the men? 

Yes. 

Or your union does, someone in your union 

office? 

Somebody connected wlith the office. 

And this could be different men on different 

jobs? 

Yos., 

And it could be, if{ could change often, 

couldn't 147 

Yes., 

it might not be the same man or the same group 

of men for the same company week after week? 

Probably wouidn't be. 

|t would be different men? 

JERIVOM REPORTING COMPAMY 
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Yes. 

More than JTikely? 

Yes. 

You shift around, work for different companies 

at different times? 

Yes. 

For how long a perjod would a man ordinarily 

be working for one company? 

This would depend on the amount of work that 

that company had. 

Lsuazlily a shorter perioed of time? 

Well, this is a fluctuating thing. For a 

period of time one contractor will have a lot 

of work and then he can slack off and he won't 

have hardiy any work, anothér contractor will 

have most of it., If's a very filuctuating 

thing. 

Most of the employers are contractors, not 

only contracting the insulation work, but 

they contract other work as weli, is that 

right? 

No. Basically speaking, our centractors are 

contractors that are basigally in insulation 

work. 

They have the contract and they are 

JERIVOM REPORTING COMPANY 
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responsible for doing the work? 

That is correct. 

But you furnish the men that do the work? 

Basically speaking, ves,. 

Bo foremen come from your urnion also, is that 

right? 

Yes, The foremen usually come from our union. 

And the contractor is what you have called a 

specialty contractor. Now, these fdks are 

different from the manufacturers Mr. Stephensol 

nas been talking about and Mr. Pate read to 

you about and you discussed, Is that right? 

What do you mean they're different? 

They are different pecple, different group cof 

people. 

Not necessarily. | would say that all these 

people, s0 far as | know, are not omly manu- 

facturers but are alsec contractors. 

Woll, now, you're sure about that? 

| 'd say basicaliy. ] am not sure about all of 

them, but | would say that most of them are. 

Are they contracters in this area? 

Some of them are, yes. 

Well, now, | kinow Johns-Manville has several 

di fferent companies and that they have a 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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contract group that dees work, but thst i=s not 

the Johns-Manville that is in this lawsuit, 

the manufacturer? 

it's not. 

As | understand it it's not, it's Johns~ 

Manville Producticen Corporation. 

Well, this is correct. Now, they do haveé 

¢lfferent branches, but we do have a contracgt 

with Johns-Manville Sales. 

That is a different group of pecple so0 far as 

you know, isn't it, from the manufacturers of 

the product? | mean, that company deesn't 

make the product that is insgtalled here, do 

they? 

Well, | think this is probably true. I{i's a 

different branch of the company that does it. 

Kow, how about the first one, Combustion 

Enginesring, lhac., do you contract wlith them 

here? 

Yes. We have a national agreement with them, 

Coambustion, where we can furnish men anywhere. 

Do they work in this area? 

Scmetimes. 

How about R & | Refracfory Insulating 

Cerporztion? 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPAMY 
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torning Fikerglass Corporation, |'m not sure 

that is the name of -~ we have a contract with 

Owens-Corning, but [ am not svre it's 

Fibergliass Corporation. They may have, alse 

have another branch or another name for the 

contract, | understand. But | don't thirk 

they do. | think this is who we have the 

contract with in this area. We do work for 

Combustion, we do work for R & |. 1 think the 

rest of them are probably in the categery you 

are talking about, they are different. We 

don't contract -- | mean, they don‘'t coniract 

or at least they don't have one here. 

Don't do any insulation work as centractors? 

Correct. 

That would be true then of ewery one except 

Combustion and R & |, and Owens-Corning you 

are not sure about, is that right? 

Wwell, I'm fairly sure that we do have an 

agreement with them. | am not sure aof the 

name, | don't know. May | show -- iet's see, 

where is that 1ittle pamphlet there? Should 

have the names of the contractors. 

Your union agreement contains the names of 

the contractors? 
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Yes, | think they alsc have an agreement. 

Well, the fact that you may have a naticnal 

contract with them, perhaps doesn't answer the 

question [ am asking. 

Let me ask it this way: | am interested 

in knowing about people that contracti and do 

the installation of the insulation material 

in this area that your union cperates in. 

Well, iet me -— maybe this will ¢clarify it far 

you. When | say we have a2 national agreement 

with a company, in essence what this means is 

that we can furnish them men direct or they 

have a prerogative and some cases do sub- 

confract various insulation work te a local 

contractor. They do this in soeme cases. 

Let me ask you then, if ithese people | have 

named have jtocal contracting work that they do 

in this area? 

Some of them do, yes. 

And by seme of them, could you pick them out 

of this list here, the cnes -- can | show him 

these? The ones that you struck out have been 

taken out of the lawsuit. 

in loocking at this | c¢an only -~ | can oniy 

see, and | am not sure about this on the 

JERIVON REPGRTING COMPANY 
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Yes. Owens-Corning and Fiberglass Supply is 

the name of this contracting firm. 

| believe that ig different. They have here 

Qwens~Corning Fiberglass Corporation. 

As | say, this may be simiiar to the Johns- 

Manviile Sales. Now, see¢, this is who we have 

cer contradgt with, Johns-Manville Sales 

Carporation. 

A1t right. 

See, this is a list of the members of the 

Hauston Insuijation Contractors Asscciatfon 

that we signed that agreement with. But it 

does not necessarily mean that is all the 

people. That Js just the people that belang 

to the association. We have scme independent 

contractors and also people that have a 

national agreement, such as Combustlon. ©Of 

course, we have paticnal corporations, some of 

the big general contractors diso, but they are 

net manufacturers of insulation material. 

Considering the iist that you do have a 

contract with, and the people that you know 

about and also the people that you know about 

from your own knowiedge, that you do werk for, 

am | correct in stating that the only three 

JERIVOM REPORTIMNG COMPANY 
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that you do any contract werk for in this area 

that are named in this lawsuit are the three 

that we have discussed, that we have already 

named, R & [, Combustion and Qwens=-Corning? 

Check the list carefully, |'d tike to be sure 

about that, 

1 think this is correct., That is the only 

three that | know of that we do actually 

apply materiats for. 

A1l right. Let the record show that the 

witness is examining p2ge 1 of Plaintiff's 

Third Amended Complaint. 

All right, sir. Now, these contractors 

are the ones that take care of the ventilation 

in your shop that you are talking about, 

isn't that right? 

Yes. 

They hawe .2 -- what they call a Tabricating 

shap, most of them do [ take it? 

Most of them do, not all of them, but most cof 

them do, yes. Many times -- let me clarify 

that to this extent, many times they set up 

a fabrication shop right out an the job slte 

if the job is large enough to justify this, 

and fabricate the materials right there on 

JERYON REPORTING COMPANY 
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the job. Some would rather do it at their 

warehouse, Now, some of the contractors do 

have a fabricating shop at their facility, 

and they use that. But on big jobs where it's 

justifiable, they might set up a prefabricating 

shop right out on the job site. 

I['d tike to correct my last statement from the 

list here. | believe you did peint out that 

the Owens~Corning Fiberglass Corporation is 

different from the pecple that you have a 

contract with? 

Well, at least it's different from what they -- 

what we signed the contract with. 

Different name? 

Yes. 

A1l right. Now, the contractors, let's call 

those people the contractors, so that they will 

be separate from the manufacturers. 

All right. 

Now, the contractor is the one that makes 

available these masks that we have bean talking 

about, respirators, is that right? 

Yes. 

Does the union furnish any respirators? 

Not in that a2rea, no. 
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They are the ones that you look to for 

ventilation and other safety measures that you 

or your men need or desire on the job, is that 

right? 

This is correct, 

They are the ocnes you look to for keeping the 

area as clean as it can be kept and doing the 

best that can be done to install the products 

safely, is thal right? 

Well, they are the people we negotiate the 

contract with, and there are certain things 

they are supposed to live up to. And this is 

one of them, furnish safely equipment as it 

is stated tn the agreement. 

Let me ask you this, the installation that you 

are talking about that your union does the 

work on, it's for the most part big plant 

areas or perhaps done ouitdoors on some type 

of chemical plant, different kinds of pliping, 

things of that nature, this is where your 

insulation is installed that we are talking 

about? 

Well, not necessarily. This is a big portion 

of it. We alsoc have many pecopile that work on 

buildings. 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
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Buildings? 

Yes. 

What, fndustrial, cemmercial buildings of some 

sort? 

Commercial buifldings. Of course, there is 

lets of insulation, there is a 1ot of insula- 

tion that goes into the air conditioning of a 

building. 

What kind of buiiding do you have in mind? 

This one we are in for instance. 

This 13-story office building? 

Well, any type of building that is a&ir condi- 

tioned, has an air-~conditioning system. 

Yes. 

The air-conditioning ducts, some of them -= 

there are different type of systems, some are 

water systems, some of them are individual 

unit systems and then we have the plumbing, 

lots of ingsuiatfon that gees into a building 

on the plumbing. There is guite a bit of 

insulation done in air-conditioned buildings 

of any sort, two~staory to fifty stories. 

A1l right. Other than that, yvour work is 

industrial, in plants or ocutdoor chemical 

ptants, plping, this kind of regimen? 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
A 297 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Ye¢s. Much of our work is in this area. 

You don't work In private homes or houses, 

house construction, do you? 

Yes. In some instances we do. And this 

again is only afr conditioning and plumbing. 

In some residenees we do. And this is the 

bigger ones, not many of them, though. 

There is not much of that work, is there? 

Not very much. | have, for instance, the 

apartments, ithe high rise apartments areanother 

area that we do, 

MR. REYNOLDS: A1l right. Thank you 

very much. 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 

By Mr. Stephenson 

One more shot here, trying to straighten this 

sut, Mr., Shrode, We don't know and lawyers 

haven't teld you, and | don’t know whether 

R & | Refractory Insulation Corporation are 

any different from R & | insulation, Inc. 

or anything else. But let me ask you this, 

without playing on words or playing on cor- 

porate structure, or whether one is a halding 

company of another holding company or not, 

JERIYOM REPORTING COMPANY 
CA 29915 

HOLSTOM, TEXAS 
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doces the company generally bearing the name 

Coembusticn Engineering do contracting work? 

| would say in most cases they don't. 

But do they do any corntracting in this area? 

] actuvally don't know, recently at least =-- 

Well =~ 

-~ 0f a job that they have done. 

Neither do they do contracting? 

| don't know of a job where we have worked 

for them in this area. 

R & 17 

No, not in this area. 

Johng~Manville? 

Well, Johns-Manville as | say, of course, we 

have a contract with Johns-Manville Sales. 

Right., But | am disregarding =-- what | mean, 

gliminating the tail end of these, so that we 

can just identify what | mlght want fto call 

the parent corporations o6r subsidiary cor- 

perations or what. But does a company, 

Johns—-Manville something do insulating con- 

tract work? 

Yes, sir. 

Does the company Owens-Cormning? 

Yes, they do. 

JERIVON REPORTING COMPANY 
CA 19H19 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Dc contract work? 

Yos. 

Does the company Plittsburgh Corning do cenirac 

work? 

Yes. 

Does Combustion, PABCO do coniract work? 

Yes, And this again, as distributor, basicall] 

Does Pittsburgh Plate & Glass do contraclting? 

MR. PATE: Excuse me. Do all your 

guestions mean in that area? 

MR. STEPHENSON: No, not par- 

ticularly. 

Again, | em not sure about the contracting end 

| would say == | would answer it in this way: 

A1l of the companies that are named here that 

are producing or manufacturing different 

insultation materials have either get a con- 

tractor or a centracting branch cor &2 dfsg=- 

tributor that does contracting work. 

Okay. What about Fiberboard Paper Products? 

i have to answer it the same way. 3So far as 

I know we never had a contract with those 

peopie. They have a distributor that we do 

have a contract with. 

Whether you have a contract or not is noil the 

JERMVON REPORTING COMPANY 
Ca 29%17 

HOUSIOM, TEXAS 
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point of my question. Do they do contractiing 

work? 

Net in this area. 

Eagle Picher? 

Agaln, no. 

MR. STEPHENSON: Okay. 

That's all. 

JERIVOM REPORYING COMPANY 
CA 29919 

HOUSTOM, TEXAS 

Thank: yeu. 
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| THE STATE OF TEXAS § 

COUNTY OF HARRIS § 

|, the undersigned notary public in and 
for Harris County, Texas, certify that the facts 
stated in the caption hereto are truve; that at the 
time and place stated the witness named in the 
caption hercto personally aopeared belore me and, 

| after being by me first carefully cautlioned and 

the respective parties hereto; that the testimony 
of sald witness was taken down in shorthand by me, 
iater reduced to typewriting under my direction as 
a true and correct record of the testimony and, 
after being so reduced to typewriting, sald deposi- 
tion was returned to the District Clerk for filing 
herelin pursuant to the terms cf the stipulation of 
counsel under which said deposition was taken. 

| further certify that | am neither 
attorney or counsel for, nor retated to or empioyed 
by, any of the parties to the action in which this 
deposition is taken, and further, ihai | am not 2 
relative or emnloyee of any counse! cmployed by the 
parties hereto, or financially Interested in the 
action. 

GIVEN under my hand and seal of office 
on this the 17th day of September, 1968. 

— / 

|/ ; / of J/ / 

A i L e 

| 
{ 
[ 

. sworn to tell the truth, was examined by couasel for 

| 

“Notary Publnc in and for 
Harrls County, TE X A S 

My commisslon explres June 1, 1969 
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