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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
BEAUMONT DIVISIOR

CLAUDE J. TOMPLAIT, ;

Plaintifyf, :

ve- : ¢ivil No, 5h02
COMBUSTION ENGINEERING, z
INC., ET AL .
Defendant. :

Interrogatorles propounded to
F. H. EDWARDS, Owens-Cornlng Flberglas
Corparation, Flrst Kational Bank Bullding,
P. 0. Box 901, Toledo, Ohio, 43601, a
witness to be produced, sworn and sxamlned
en the part of the above-named Plalntiffl
by Mr. Philip H. Gaines a Notary Public

in and ror the State of Chio,
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MR. LOGAN: Prior to Mr. Edwards
answerling any questions I shall state for the
record that Owens-Corning Flberglas Corpora-
tion does now object to the form of all ques-
tions to be submitfed to Mr. Edwards and
Owens-Corning Flberglas does further reserve
all its rights and privileges to objJect at
any time hereafter to the form of each and
every questlon and to objecet on the grounds
of relevancy, competency or materiality or
other suitable grounds to the introduction of
. any question or answer thereto as evidence

in the trial of thls action.

F. H. EDWARDS,
was by me first duly sworn, as hereinafter certified, and
deposed and said as follows:

EXAMINATION

INTERROGATORIES:
Ql Please give your name, home address, office address,
the name of your employer, and your exact position, giving
title and responsibilities assigned to you.

. Al Francis H., Edwards, 2530 Roblnwood Avenue, Toledo,
rl
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Ohio 43610, Owens-Corning Flbergias Corporation, National
Bank Building, 608 Madison Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43601.
Industrial Relations Specilallst. Have supervised customer
relations 1n the parameters of health and hygiene.

Q2 Have you done any studles or has your company conducped
any studles concerning the effects of inhalation of asbestos
dust or fibers by one using or beling exposed to any of the
asbestos materials manufactured by your company?

In answer to this question, please give the date and
nature of your studies, if any, the name or names of the
persons conducting the studies and their address, what the
. purpose of the studies were, and attach a copy of any report
based upon such studles, showing to whom such report was
given and when.

A2 Neither I nor Owens-Corning Fiberglas has cohducted
such studies.

Q3 Have you or your company or any of its employees
coﬁducted studles designed to minimizge or_eliminate the
inhalation of asbestos dust and fibers by those exposed to
the use of your company's products?

If so, give the name or names of such persons c¢on-
ducting such studles, attach coples of reports of such

. studies, by whom they were made, and to whom they were
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given, and when, and state what actlon, if any, was taken
based upon such studies in an effort to minimize or eliminate
the effects of inhalatlon of asbestos dust or flbers upon
those using or being exposed to the dust and fibers contained

in such products as manufactured by your company.

T

A3 Neither I nor Owens-Corning Fiberglas, nor any Owens|
Corning Fiberglas employee has conducted such studles,

Q4 In an article in the Qctober 12, 1968 issue of THE
NEW YORKER magazine, it is stated, "He (referring to Dr.
Irving J. Selikoff) wrote to several other large asbestos
manufacturers in the United States, inqulring about the

. health experlences in their plants, and was unable to obtain
information from any of them” Please state whether or not
your company was one of the companies contacted by Dr. Selikeoff
in this regard and if it was, why you or your company did
not furnish hinm with the Information requested.

AL . Dr. Irving J. Selikoff d4id not request information
from Owens-Cornling Fiberglas about the health experience of
our employees.

Q5 Do you or your company have any regular inspection
of areas where workers are using products manufactured by
your company containing asbestos as to the dust count?

. If you do, please explain what action 1f any 1s
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taken by your company following the taking of dust counts
at any of the locations referred to above. Also please
give the dates 1f any that your company first started making
this dust count.
A5 No. Owens-Corning Fiberglas customers for our
asbestos-containing products are widely scattered throughout
the nation. Considering the comparatively small apﬁlication
of our products, a program such as that suggested ls not
economically feasible.
Q6 Do you or your company recognize that as early as
the year 1900 Dr. H. Montague Murray, a physiclan in London's
. Charing Cross Heospital, found spilcules of asbestos in the lung
tissue?
If you agree with this, then state what action if any
your company has taken since 1900 to reduce or eliminate the
dangers to those using your ashestos products from inhaling
the dust and fibers.
AG I do not know of Dr. Murray's report.
QT Do you or your company recognize that in 1924, Dr,
W. E. Cook, also of England, found clear evidence of ashes-
tosis and that such discovery was published in the British
Medlcal Journal of July 26, 1924, and re-published in 19277

.. If you do, then please state what action if any was
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taken by your company based upon these studies to reduce

or eliminate asbestosis in those using your products. If
your answer is that you do not recegnize the truth of such
statement, then please state what you or your company has
done In an effort to keep abreast of medlcal literature
concerning the disease produced from the products which you
manufacture, if in truth you have.

AT I do not know of Dr. Cook's work.

Q8 Do you or your company recognize that in 1931, an
English Parliament passed leglslation making asbestoslis a
compensable disease and requesting improved methods of

. exhault ventllatlion and dust suppressicn in asbestos-textile
factories, and also instituted perilodical medical examina-
tions for workers engaged in particularly dusty processes
in the asbestos~textile industry?

If you do recognize the truth of the statement above
please state what action if any you or your company took in
response to such knowledge in an effort to reduce or eliminage
the effects of asbestos to those using your products.

If you do not recoghize the truth of such statement
then please state why you or your company did not keep in
touech with legislation and programs adopted endeavering to

. reduce or eliminate the disease of asbestosis in those using
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asbestos products.
A8 No. We do not produce or use asbestos textiles.
Owens-~Corning Eiberglas does not produce asbestos.

All of the asbestos purchased by Owens-Corning
Fiberglas is introduced into a sclid matrix before sale to
the consumer and, as a result, creates little air-borne
"fly".

QS Do you agree that once asbestos fibers or dust are
inhaled into the lungs there 18 no way to eliminate such
dust or fibers from the lungs for the balance of such per-
son's life?

. A9 I do not know.

Q10 What technique, I1f any, does your company use to
make dust samplings, explaining the technique and when it was
commenced and what the purpose was and what action has been
taken in response to the findings is to the dust samples.
AlO . Owens-Corning Fiberglas does not take air samplings.
Q11 Do you or your company recognize that asbestos causes
asbestos-~induced lung cancer?

If your answer 1s "Yes" when did you come to such
realization and what actlon did you take in response theretof

If your answer is "No'" then please explain why no

. studies were made by your company to ascertaln that this
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fact was indeed true and thereafter to take action ¢ advize
those exposed to your products of its danpgerous nature.
All I do net Know.
ql2 Do you or your company recognize thet there ls a
direct oconnection between the inhalatlon of asbestos dust
and fibers and the dlaease mesothelloma?

IT your answer 1s "Yes'" to this question, then pleasé
advise what notlcea were given to those exposed to your

asbestps products of thls fTast.

Al2 I do net know,
Q13 Does your company place any warning signs on 1ts
. asbestos products?

if so, please state exaetly what the warning is, whepe

1t 1s used and when ifs use was first begun.

| IT your answer to thisz question is "Yes" then pleass
explain why your company used such warning notices.
| Al3 - Yes.
The label 1s stamped on the shipping cartons containt
ing the product. The label was first used 4in February, 1967
The label =stakes:

Thiz Produat Conteins Asbestos Fiber

If dust 18 credted when this product

. 1s handled, avold Bregthing the dust.
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If adeguate ventilazticon control 1s

net possible, wesr respirator approved

by the U, 3. Burea of Mines.
The statement on the label provides the reason for I1ts use.
Q1Y Do you .agree that asbestos has been directly asso-
ciated medliezlly with the dilsesase of cor pulmonale?
A1Y I do not know.
Q15 Do you or your company recognize that asheatos
fiber exists for an infinity ef years? In other words,
urnlike zome dangercus products, 1t does not eventually

dlgslpate or reduce 1tself in danger $o these whoe might bheé

. exposed to it?
Al5 I do not know.
16 Do you or your company recognize that year-by-yesar

more azbestcs iz used in the United States and therefore,
the public la helng exposed to 2 grester and greater extent
to the inhalation of asbestos dust and fiber?

If your answer 13 "Yes" then please state what action
¥ou or your company have taken to reduce or elliminate this
gangeyr and what actlen, 1f any, you have taken to notlfy the
public aft large of this danper.

Alb 1 do not know.

. Q17 Do you imow of Dr. Irving J. Selikeffl of New York?
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-

Al7 Yes.
Q18 Have you or your company consulted with Dr. Selikoff
concerning asbestosls, and if so, please state when and
under what circumstances and what information, if any, was
furnished by your company, giving dates, to him.
A18 Neither I nor Owens-Corning Fiberglas have consulted
with Dr. Selikoff about asbestosis.
Q19 Does your company contribute any funds to research
concerning asbestos and its relation to lung and larynx
disease?

If so, please state the amount of money contributed,
. when and to whom, attaching any report or reports from such
individual or organizatiop to whom your funds were contributed,
Al9 Owens-~Corning Fiberglas has not contributed to
research concerning asbestos and its relation to lung and
larynx disease.
Q20 Do you have any labor inspectors or anyone from your
company whose job it i1s to go to areas where your products
are belng used to make a dust level count, and if so, please
state when your company started such procedure, the purpose
of it, and what action, if any, was taken in response to your

findings.

. A20 Neo.
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Q21 Have you read or familiarized yoursslf with the
“ hearing conducted 1ln March 1967 before the House of Réepresen-
tatlves of the Unlted States Congress Sub-Committee on Labor?

A21 If thls guestion refers to the Ogcupational Health

and Safety Act of 1953, i1 have notread ner familisrized my-
self with it.

Q22 Lo you agree that the problem of asbestos dust
extenda further then to thease merely uvaing your products but

that the exposure 1s shared with other construction workers

s wall?
AZ2 I do not know.
. Q23 If your answer to the preceding Interragatory No. 22

13 "No" then please state whether or not you have familiarizef
yoursell with Dr. William H. Stewart, Surgeon General of the
United States, testiflying tefore the Committee ment loned
above that probably three snd one-half million construction
“ workera are belng expesed to asbestos dust in addition to

those workers actually usihg the materials contsining asbestog?

AZ23 i am not familiar with Dr. william H. Stewart's
I teatimony.
Q24 Bo you recognize or agree that the problems of air

laden with asbestos dust 1s sa great that possibly millions

. of the people in the Unltad States are belng exposed to the

The Tomplait v. Combustion Engineering Case File (1962-1969), Written deposition of F. H. Edwards Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 10819 - Page 11 of 22 asbestosclaims.law/library/10819/11


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/10819/11

12

your products 1n all instances can be distingulshed from

your competltor.

inhalation of asbestos dust who have nothing to do with its
use or application?

If your answer is "Yes" then please advise what ac-
tion your company has taken, I1f any, to advise the general
publie of the dqngerous nature of asbestos and what steps
have been taken to endeavor to proteect the general publie
from the dangerous effects of the inhalation of the asbestos
dust and fibers, when such action was taken, and what it
conslsts of.

A24 I do not know.

Q25 Is 1t possible with all of your products containing
asbestos to distinguish your products from those manufactured
by a competitor?

If your answer 1s "Yes", please describe how you cont

that of a competitor.

If there are products which carnnot be, in your
opinion, distinguished from products of a similar kind manu-
factured by a competitor, please state the name of such prody

who manufactures 1t, as well as the product manufactured by

A25 I do not know.

Q26 It is true, 1s it not, that most of the products

end

ct,
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manufactured by your company contalning asbestes will in
most instaneces have to be cut, sawed, scribed, shaped or
mixed by the ultimate user and his employees?

ARh T do net know.

Q27 Please glve the state of incorporation of your compahy,

the dete 1t was organlzed, and the domleile of your company
at this time.

A2T State of Delaware; November, 1938: the National Bsnk
Buliding, Toledo, Ohio,

Q28 How many years has your company bean engaged In the
manufacture of products containing asbestos and which are
commonly used by insulators and asbestos workers?

azgR Since May, 1958,

Q29 If you, your company cor your company's attorney con-
tend that any respirateors or other breathing devies 13 currs)
on the market that wlll prevent the Inhalation of asbestos
dust and fibers, glve the detslled description of such

respirator or other breathing device, together wilth how you

It1ly

know thls wlil prevent the inhalation of such duzt and [ibers,

what tests were condusated, by whom znd where, with sufflcient

detall to enable us to obtaln the resulte of such tests,
A29 We do not recommend any specifle resplrator except

83 noted on the label previeusly mentloned.
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@30 It is true, 1s it not, that your company has for
many years manufactured insulating materilals contalning
asbestos and that such produects have been placed upon the
open market to be purchased and used by the publie.

A30 Owens-Corning Fiterglas has manufactured an asbestos
containing product since 1958.

R31 Do you or your company recognlze that such asbestos
insulating materials are dangerous and harmful to human

beings and to the health of man?

Il your answer to this gquestion 1s "Yes" then please

explain when you came to thls conclusion and what, if anythi
you have done about it te notify the publie. If your answer
is that your products are not harmful then explaln what test
were made upon which you base such conclusion.

A31 I de not recopgnize the accuracy of the statement as
made. Most toxiec substances may be inJurlious to health

only when the quantity of air-borne particulate exceeds cer-
tain levels over a period of time.

To my knowledge, there have been no studies or survey
to show that construction workers are exposed to excessive
quantities of air-borne ashestos fibers.

Q32 Please state whether or not you or your company

has had knowledge of any deaths or serlous lung disease amon

T

1,

|
!

B
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your employees or your company's employees which has been ats

tributed to the inhalation of ssbestos dust or ribers, IT

50, please glve the number, the name where Known, and addresg

of such persons, together with the nase and addresss of the
doctor who administered treatment to sueh perscns, 1F known.
A-?,-.E. Yes, Mr. Preston Dawson.

Eaployed by Owens-Corning Fiberglas, berlin, New
Jaraey plant.

Other requested information unkngwn $o me,
033 Assutie for the purpose of thlis gquestion thaet 1t has
been known for many yesrs fthat sasbestos dust and fibcers have
. been dsngerous to human belngs: Assuming the {ruth of such
statement, has your company <one gnything prier to 1966 to
notlly any segment ¢f the Amerdcan population of such dangery

If sn, please explaln what.
433 I do not accept the truth of the guestion as stated,
Other actlvities of Owens-Corning Fiberglas in this area
are previously noted.
Q34 Ir your company manufactures any inzulating products
which are commonly used by lnsulators and which contaln

asbesios, please deseribe how the follewlng products are cut

shaped, mixed and applied on the Joba:
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can be used and applied wiltheut the worker inhalling any of

16

{1) Asbestos cement,
(2) Aabestos plpe covering;
(3) Asbestos bricks or blocks;
{(4) Asbestor sheeting;
(5) Asbestos insulation used to cover
gxtremes of heat as well as cold;
(6) Asbestos insulation in loose form
wnhich may be blown into homes or
buildings,
glving particular reference 2 toc whether or not the materlials
have to be sawed or cut on the jJjob, blown into confined areas,
or mixed wlth water Iintc a cement or passte. Then please staﬂe

if there 15 any way known toe you that the above products

the asbestos dust or fibers,
A3l Jwens~Corning Fiberglaz manufactures cement, pipe
covering, and bloaks.

I am not famllliar with the zpplication of these
produsts and do not know what operatlions are entalled.

To reduce or ellminate any air-borne particles use
collection devices, respirators, wet—down dusty materials,
maintaln good housekeeplng practices,

Q35 Do you have any statistical figures avallable show-
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ing the number of employees employed with your company who
are exposed to asbesztos dust and fibers and who have worked
For your company twenty years or longer whe have lung diseasze?

If so please give such figures.

AR No. We have manufadtured asbestos-containing products
gince 1958.

Q36 If you have avallable, do you have any medlical infor

matlon or Information of your own knewledge, concerning the
mest common cause of death or cine having saabeatosis, then
plesse descrlbe what the most frequent cause of death from
one suffearing from such dlsease 1x.
. 435 I 4o not know.
Q37 Please state the pet proflt made Ly your company lor
each of the years since and Ilncluding the year 1360.
A3T The Owens-Corning Flberglas Annual Report Tor 1967
shows net 1ncome for 1467 to be $14,513,182 and for 1966 to
be $18,844,00,

Income figures for prior years are a matter of publie
record and are readily obiainable.
Q38 Please give the nat worth of your company &s of the
end of your annual acecounting perliod for egsch of the years
slnce 1960,

. A38 The Owens-{orning Fiberglas net worth as shown in the
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1867 Annual Report is for 1967 - $210,874,538 and for 1966 -

$179,899.184.

Simlilar figures for prior years are a matter of publie

record.

Q3% Please give the total volume of sales of products
manufactured by your company and include, if possible, the
total amount of sales of products of your company containing
asbestos for each of the years since 1960,

A39 The Owens-Corning Fiberglas net sales for 1967 were

$376,484,091 and for 1966 were $373,673,079. Sales of asbest

containing products are not separately stated but are approxi

mately $7,000,000 annually.
QL0 Please give the name and address of the president of

your company and also the Chairman of the Board of Directors.

AlBQ Mr. John H. Thomas, President, River Road, Perrysbura

Ohio.

General Laurls Norstad, Chairman of the Board,
1920 Collingwood Avenue, Toledo, Ohio.
Q41 If 1n your answers to any of these interrogatories

you state that you are not the one in your company having

03—

i

knowledge of the matter inquired about in such question, plegse

give the name and address of such person in your company who

does know the answer.
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Al I did not so indicate.
Ql2 Have you talked with anyone about these questions
before giving your deposition?

If so, please state who, his position and what the
conversation concerned.
Al2 Owens-Corning Fiberglas Staff Attorney, Robert L.

Logan, Jr., gave me a copy of the Interrogatory with instruc

tlons to discuss the guestions with no one except himself.
Q43 Have you read or been shown these questions prior to
them being asked you by the dourt reporter?

If so, please state by whom, his position and when.
. Al3 Yes. See answer to previous question.

Qud In questions propounded previously, your attorneys
have answered that you or your company did not make studies
of the dangerous nature of asbestos. Do you agree with
this?

If you do, please state why no studies were made and
what, 1f anything, your company did to determilne the safe or
unsafe nature of the products i1t manufactured containing
asbestos.

If you do not agree with this statement, please
explain what studles were made and what efforts your company

. used to determine the safe or unsafe nature of the asbestos
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products it manufactures,
Aly Yes, I agree.

Owens-Cornlng Fiberglas does not produce asbestos
flbers. Owens-Corning Flberglas purchases a comparatively
small quantity of asbestos annually for use I1n our asbestos-
containing products.

The asbestos in these products is embedded in a solid
matrix so that "fly" is minimal.

Ql5 In the previous interrogatories propounded to your

attorneys, they have stated that your company does not recog-

nlze any connection between asbestos or products which you
manufacture containing asbestos and the disease of asbestosis

If you dlsagree with this, please state that there
is a connection and your company recognizes it.

If you agree with hls answer, then please state the
medical basls for your conclusion and upon what studies you
have based your answer and explaln where the name cof the disd
"asbestosis" comes from.

AksS I agree with the statement as made by the attorney.

My opinlon is based upon the fact that the asbestos
fibers in our asbestos-contalning products are generally
retained in the matrlix, thus preventing excesslve air-borne

contamination,

|

ase
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Q46 In answer t£o Interrogatorles previously propounded
to your attorneys, they have stated that your company has no
Information vr bellel thaf prolenpged use of its products
contalning asbesvos flbera wlll cause esbeatosla, Do you aghee
with thils statement?

If you do, answer "Yesz."

ITf you do not agree, answer "No." 1In elther event,
stat the medieal kasis for your answer,
AKE I agree with this statemens.
It 15 my opinlon that accepted threshold iimit valuesg

gre seldom, 1f ever, excesded in the construction field.
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CERTIPICATE 22

State of Ohio )
}8S.
County of Lucas )

1, Philip H. Gaines, a Notary Public within and for
the State of Ohio, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby
certify that the wilthin-named witness, F, H. EDWARDS, was by
me first duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth in the cause aforesaid; that the
testimony then given by him was by me reduced to stenotype
in the presence of sald witness, afterwards transcribed upon
a typewriter; that the foregoing is a true and correct tran-
seription of the testimony so given by him as aforesaid.

. I do further certify that this deposition was taken
at the time and place in the foregoing caption specified,
and was completed without adjournment.

I do further certify that I am not a relative,
counsel or attorney of either party or otherwise lnterested
in the event of this action.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hgnd_and

3

affixed my seal of office at Tolede, Ohio, on thiéiégj'day S

PHILIP H. GAIRES .-
Notary Public '

In and for the State of Chilo

of November, 1968.

Wi

. My Commission explres August 25, 1972.
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