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concentrations of asbestos dust. With further eXperience,
was Jound that men could work with asbestos without
ol Zung disease if cust concenirations were xept below a
certain level,

IT has Dbeen generally zccepted that & worker will nos

¢svelcr asbestosis if he is exposed to no more than 5 million
s2rticies per cubile foot of air, even if this exposure ccn-
tinues Jor his entire working 2ifetine. Although ro cases of
2stzstosis are known to have occurred when exposures have
oeen mzintained at or below tais ilevel, the ACGIH (which sets
ihz threshold limit value (TLV) in the U. S. A.) hzs
indicazed they intend to lower the TILV for asbestos o

2 million particles per cubic oot in an effor:t to increzse

Tnhe U.
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I of Labor nas alrezdy issued a regulation under
tag WalsheKealy fct placinz the TILV for asbestos at 2
milliorn gerticles per cubic foot for rublic contracts in
wnlch they have jurisdiction. This concentration of dus:
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veam of Iight czusinz a2 Tyndzll elfect is tresent., Uc.:zlly
tng dust concentraticn must be frem 8-10 million particles
per cuibdbc [oot (MPPCT) before its presence it visible in

average lighting conditions.

increezse in the incidence of cancerous fumors, especially
of Trne lung, associated with asgbestosis. Recently there
have been reports of some cancers occurring in indivicduals
exscsel TO asbestos dust, but who have rot c¢evelcped cliniczl
sbss:osis.v It 1is believed by most authorities that these
cas2s nave been associzted wisth €Xgosures significantly
exceading the Thresnold Limit Value.

& Tyoe of cancer named mesotheliomz has been noted <o
o0& zssocizted with asbestos exgosure in recent yeers, These
tumors, walle rather few in rurmber» <o édzte, may occur in

individualis with histories of only sliznt exposures, and

“ALL &S mucen as twenty to foriy years ezrlier. There is
conzlisy € evliaence tnat crccicolite is most requently
-
ZIZdlLatec wivh mesoineliomas., ITrom the data availzble it
~ - ——— e e Y e £H - -
gZrzire tnac che TLV of 5 MPPCF is not low enouch <o protecs

&3z.n8T mesocheliomz, and it is guite rcossidle that 2 MPPLT
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1z rno, either. Research on the Trecolen continues,

-S ContTre. Teinels are the standard ones applicable o a2
VEILESIY ol dusty operations.Tacy include closed flow systems,
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wilre cpenings in The croloen &ire noceszsary. Pellietizing is

sometinies used to improve In: nancling chazracteristics of
otnerwise dusty materizls. ‘'nere satisfactory containments
to stay within the Threshold Limi: Value is impraccical
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o0l envircnmental monitoring is nighly desirable to determine
tnat Threshold Limic Values zre rnot being exceeded. In paper
uring, it would be desirable to know the cust con-
Gticns where tnhe asbestos is dumped from bags into tae .
Tuly siurry. Concentraticns siould also be determined wher
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re-smployment and pericdic phaysical examination of

wiriers are desiratle, These should include chest X-rays
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other such dusts

"3 eacountered in industry, it is as readily

and it can be used salely
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