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Translation Ey J. GoZzard
/14772

Thickznzr A=l4 ar: A-23 .

on c? Sales on Decz~ber 3f, 97|

-~ U

You have belonged for some time among our loyal clients for asbestos thickeners
end have certainly learned to appreciate the advantages of this material.

In spite of the technical successes, we have decided to suspend the sales of
The asbestos thickener with the action of December 31, 1971.

The principal reasons for this action are health considerations in view of possible
secorcary effects. It was recognized earlier that the inhalation of greater amounts
of asbestos fibers can lead to formation of asbestosis, which however may be avoided
by observing the prescribed prctective measures. Ve have only fo show recent statis-
tical work which, even with the consideration of The safety rules, does not exclude
(the possibility) that lung and peritoneum cancer can be produced.

W'e therefore consider it our duty to withdraw the asbestos fiber products from the
market, although according to our information not all offerers (of this product)
share our doubts (or, scruples).

To our great regrets, therefore, we must confront you with the problem of changing
from the use of recipes based on A-14 and A-28. As zlternate products we can
recommend to you our Aerosil types, although they don't possess all the technical
Fropervies to substitute ccmpletely for A-14 and A-28 in every application. The
ren of our outside services and our applications technclogy of course are available
to you at any time in order to advise you with regard to the recipe change-over.

Should you, in spite of our doubts, at present not be able to give up on the
inserticn of A-14 and A-28, we are prepared to fill all orders up to December
31, 1971 at your risk.

Vie hope that you will understand our action, and continue (as our customer).

With friendly greetings,

Degussa (S‘c\u(‘»v born//(r‘c.ss>

Attachment: Summary of the Decision

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
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FrankiorT Noverier 29, (671

S22y OF THZ TOXICZLOZ!CZAL LITERATULRE CM ASBESTOS FISER PRODUCTS

Before the rarket intrcduction of asbestos thickeners, in 1968 a technological
decisicn was macde., Up 1o this time, it was known, as described in parphlef 30/31
of the occurational illness regulation, that asbestos fibers can lead with suitably
siron: expcsure to pregressive lung fibrosis (asbestosis), that lung cancer was
gbserved relatively freguentiy in combingtion with asbes Tos and that pleuraen-
OThelncwe (cancer of the lungs) could occur. |f protective measures were used, as
conveyed in pamphlet ZH 1/138, the danger aooeared to be confined.

Yet after 1968 information was condensed which led to the following new judgment:

Asbestos dust endangers not only the producer of asbestos products, where it is
doubteld that the as yet ficticious TLV (Threshold Limit Value) is regarded as
reliabie, but also can endanger the fabricator of asbestos products and even the
pcpulation which lives in the neighborhood of the asbestos manufacturers and
fabricetors,

The new statistical investigations of Dr. Selikoff, New York, reported increased
prcportions of cases of mesothelioma in people who were exposed only a short time
to relztively small amounts of asbestos fibers. Thus the suspicion was consolidated
that asbestos fibers present not only a danger to the working place but also for

the environrent,
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Letter Degussa to Customers Q
AL

lll‘ll‘t\.

Asbestos Thickening Agents A 14 and A 28
Termination of Distribution by December 31, 1971

Dear Sirs,

For quite some time you belong to our circle of customers buying asbestos
thickening agents and you certainly appreciate the advantages of these product

In spite of the technical success we have decided to terminate the sale of
asbestos thickening agents by December 31, 1971.

The main reason for our decision is our doubt regarding possible secondary
health hazards. !t was known before that inhaling asbestos fibres may cause
asbestosis. This could be prevented by observing the prescribed precautions.
Recent statistics, however, have shown that it is not impossible to develop
lung-cancer despite complying fo the safety rules.

Therefore, we feel obliged to withdraw our asbestos fibre products from the
market, although not all offerers share our doubts.

We very much regret to have fo confront you with the problem of changing those
formulations which included A 14 and A 28. As a substitute we recommend our
Aerosil types, although these do not possess all properties which eare necessar
to fully replace A 14 and A 28 for all applications.

Our sales force and technical service group will advise and assist you in
‘reworking your formulations.

In case you cannot do without A 14 and A 28 despite of our objections, we are
prepared to handie all orders arriving till December 31, 1971 on your own risk

We hope that you will understand our decision.
Sincerely yours,

DEGUSSA
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