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The long delayed NIOSH Criteria Document to serve as the basis for the above noted regulation has been transmitted from NIOSH to OSHA. As expected, the Suggested regulations follow the general pattern of the asbestos standard. A no- table exception is a clear definition of a cut-off exposure level below which the regulations do not apply. 

It is our understanding that the- recommended allowable level is so low that it will be very difficult for a number of common industrial operations to meet it. The monitoring requirement is particularly burdensome as is the need for warning labels and Material Safety Data sheets for all products containing free silica. Undoubtedly, some of these requirements will be tempered as the recommendations pass through the rulemaking procedures but the basic pattern seems to be pretty well set. This procedure is slow and any final silica regula- tions are a year or more away. 

The attached commentary on the highlights of the proposed regula- 
tions may be useful in dealing with customers. You should be aware that we have checked RG-144 and RG-244 and have not found any evidence of crystalline silica. The pyrogenic silicas have also been checked and their exact situation is not yet Clear. We will provide you with the appropriate position as soon as it has been defined. Until that time it is Strongly recommended that you make no statements 
on how the pyrogenic silica materials relate to the regulations and suggest that the customers using them check with their supplier. 

Also, we have limited, secondhand, but probably reliable, information that almost anyone sanding a finished tape joint will be well over the limit. This” may be useful to cause some reexamination of formulations that are under revision to eliminate asbestos. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. A copy of the proposed 
“egulations can be supplied if you feel you need it. 
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