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Dear John: 

For some time 
it has been ru

mored, if not officia
lly stated, 

that asbestos 
would be on th

e first list o
f hazardous ma

terials to be 
named 

by EPA. Actually the fe
w materials nam

ed so far are o
nly the beginni

ng of 

the list. 1 believe ther
e will be adde

d lead, arseni
c, selenium, c

hromates, 

manganese, som
e nickel compo

unds, chlorine
, sulfur dioxide

, phosphine, 

arsine, nitrog
en dioxide and

 various organ
ic compounds a

long with othe
r 

materials that
 I have over L

ooked. As a matter of
 fact, if toxic respo

nse 

to small quant
ities is the c

riteria, then 
the list will 

be long indeed
. 

Therefore, you
 can reasonabl

y argue, L believe, tha
t the need for

 control 

of exposure to
 asbestos is n

ot greatly dif
ferent from 4 

similar need i
n 

relation to ma
ny materials t

hat are common
 in our daily 

lives. We believe 

that adequate 
control is pra

ctically possi
ble. 

Asbestos, of c
ourse, is a toxic mat

erial that mus
t be carefully

 

controlled to 
prevent over-e

xposure of peo
ple who handle

 it or live ne
ar 

areas where it
 is handled. 

This we must a
ccept. However, we ar

gue that it 

is a material 
of great merit

 in many appli
cations and th

at the control
 

required is no
t greatly diff

erent from tha
t we would pro

vide for many 
other 

materials. This will be p
articularly no

ted as the nat
ion feels the 

full 

impact of the 
new Occupation

al Safety and 
Health Act cha

t became effec
tive 

April 29, 1971. 

I see nothing 
to be gained b

y questioning
 EPA on the t

oxicity of 

asbestos at th
is time. “Ther

e has been too
 much publicit

y on it recent
ly 

for their stan
d to be modifi

ed without str
ong evidence C

O the contrary
. 

Actually, if we can get 
them and other

 official agen
cies to accept

 a pelief 

that control i
n use and appl

ication is rea
sonably possib

le, we shall h
ave 

accomplished a g
reat deal. 

Very truly you
rs, 

Cpe Ww Giaeek 
DC Ul Ji pt
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Paul W. McDan
iel 

Industrial Hy
giene Enginee

r 
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