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UNION A
CARBIDE

December 15, 1975

Mr, U. Boduroglu

Manager, Engineering Services
Union Carbide Europe, S5.A.

S, Rue Pedro-Meylan

1211 Geneva 17, Switzerland

Dear Mr. Boduroglu:

In reply to your letter of December 1 re any medical cases
linking asbestos in a high-temperature furnace to cancer, the answer
is no. However, asbestosis and cancer of the lung due to asbestos as
well as another type of cancer referred to as & mesothelioma are known
to follow years of exposure to asbestos dust.

The incidence of disease is greatly increased in smokers. The

greatest incidence 18 in heavy cigarette smokers. Carbide unfortunately
has had several cases of asbestos disease of the lung (asbestosis).
The individual is removed from work with asbestos and advised to dis-
continue smoking. Our cases usually followed more than ten years of
dust exposure in applying insulation to pipes. One case occurred in
Linde where asbestos powder was added to a mix by a worker on a daily
basis for many years.

Wherever asbestos can be aliminated by substitution, that has
beep done. In those cases where it is not feasible, then the dust
exposure is reduced to 5 fibers per cubic ceatimeter for an B-hour
time-weighted average exposure, the ceiling being 15 fibers for any
15 minute period. This stringent standard {s presently the law in
this country, and we expect a tenfold reduction in the allowable limit
and a céiling limit cut in half from the present standard.

Please let ne know 1f I can be of any assistance in this matter.

Very truly yours,

John J. Welsh, M.D.
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UNION CARBIDE EUROPE

December 1, 1975

Dr. 9. 4. Welsh
UNION CARBIDE CORPORAT 10N
Park Avenye, 4th Floor

Re: Use of Asbestos in Graphite Furnaces

Dear pr, Welsh,

Would You please Jet us know whether You have come across an
Mmedical cases linking the use of asbestos ip a high-temperature
furnace, to cancer,

Looking forward o your early answer,

Very truly yours,

YIS

u. Bodurogiy
Manager. Engineering Services
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