13 June, 1967

1415 TH/MLF

Mz, Frank Dexter

Union Carbide Corporation
Chemicals & Plastics Division
270, Park Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10017

Re: ASBESTOS TOXICOLOGY

Dear Frank:

I assume that you are aware of the occasional reports concerning
possible toxicity and carcinogenic properties of asbestos. Dr. Dernehl
of Union Carbide Medical Department has followed thic area very closely
and has maintained a very close check on the working conditions at the
King City plant.

Perhaps the most publicity and "interast" in this problem has beon
{n England. There, only twe ports will - handle normally bagged
asbestos, at the other ports the Union of Dock wWorkers have refused
to handle the shipments of asbestos.

We have been permitted to bring in several shipments with not very
favorable results. The last shipment, because of rather poor handling
and packing, was in bad shape with many broken bags and much free
asbestos. Coples of reports on thess shipments have undcubtedly
already dome to your attention.

Mz. Sayers of the asbestos group in UCL has written a report
swomarising the findings and feelings concerning asbastos in the U. K.
1 assumae that you have also seen a copy of this report. I am enclosing
with this lettor, a copy of the comments Dr. Durnehl made in response
to this report from England.

My maln purposs in writing this to you is to confirm that at

the July asbestos meeting in Oxford we will implement the

suggestion made by My, Sayers and agreed to by Dr. Dernehl /
that Union Carbide join in the coopsrative standard eample {
camparisons to the exteat of arranging for standard eamples

to be forwarded to Niagara Falls for trace element analysis.

In joining the program to this extent we will be able to kaep in

cose contact with the progress of this study and will alco be

awars of any adverse findings which may devalop.

1 assume that this s natisfactory to you. We will, of course,
keep you directly advised of any information that may daovebp
ovor hars. If these findinge or any others of which wo may not
bs aware cause any change in marketing plans or programs for
asbestos, we asgsumo you will immediately advise ue.
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Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-741: T. J. Hall to Frank Dexter on Asbestos Toxicology, Enclosing C. U. Dernehl's Co... Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 15972 - Page 1 of 3 asbestosclaims.law/library/15972/1


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/15972/1

UL - f'-f"l:"’)-‘-' L By e TENEC _f‘__g'_‘-*-.;}:

A =N o R AN
A N -{"“‘;:'____ . T T e R SIS . \ e T -
- - b . 7 T
SIS CAlSIZZ SORECIITICN
- 27Y_PARK AYINUEI, NIV YCRK, N.Y. 11517
Sl T
June 7, 1407
Dr, 27, J. Halil
Unicn Carpide Europa A.A.
43, Rue Du Rhone
1212 Geneve 3
Suisse
Dear 'fom: -

I have reviewed the report, "Asbeutoo fu & loultl
fazard In The United XKingdom™, preparcé by I. O. Zayer:z,
and in general I find trhat it 1s »reasonably accunzie.

L do not attach very nucnh imporitance to Line data oa the

Zngcicence of asvestosis and death ©2ou assessosis aad

cancer tecause these are merely tapulations of eveanis

and o not take into consideration the riwriters of people

wno were subjacted to the peossibilisy of thne evenc

OCC.II'I‘.LI“.Q. bpibetd

We nad beasn 1lnterested
gr.ort fiver Coalinga nroducs:
than ©ho morc coaveantioannl oo
sus-nmicron cllica hac been woown y
nrogsiessive silicosic alter ¢Ac;gd;xgly crict excuure,
Ve uwere concerncd about wnether the Coalinga "a:::_al
with iTs exceedingly fine fioril diameter ﬂlgﬁu nove o
similar effect in causation of asbestosis. Ve Uizrelfsze
made sone pre1¢m1nary studies in which the moteorizl was
Iinjected 1nuo the belly cavity of guinea pig rass
and rabbits and also was iﬁJected 1nuratracne;1v Dy a
method wnhich distributes the asbestos thnrcugncus e
lungs of rats. The materials injected were sihe stancard
Tiber, a refined filber.and a ’Oﬁg fiber obtalned fronm
Johns Manville for purnoses of comparison. o e in-
Jection study the Coalinga refinzd Ciber precuced the
most severe reaction in the belly cavity, wnercas the

JE—Y
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s-andard fiver anc tnS Somns onville IDiber were es-
sentislly the ctame ard 1czco severe., In the injectvlon
s-udy in sThae lung wad cudc ficers caused & nore severs
tasion, Tag elined ~inzr was intermediace and The
Conns Manviliie ILuer wWasd 1228t -zzctive., Thas only
conclusion we can Lraw from this crude tesT is tThav ot
1s poosibile tuat our Coalinga »yroduct may be more
andoun TO Loé than long f:per asbestos in thad it

T dug. Wz oalgtalc, asvectoslis, av

CRPOLGLT .

. Lenda b eg v merey 1o .3 FYEETREES SN et "
cucstlon wan ralied WLLNLED s 5

, s wLiid e
v § ol CLDLC [OOC Mol wul-l VOIiA e G thierenllodu
s SoT s pd C LUty Lonn nITE el e

: ralue. I malatoin that wali vaius 4o SLLAL wol-

L
preventing Lhe giscase, asbesitcois.
Tmere 15 no evicence of astestosls cccurring &
pzople wWho have wmorked 1a an environmment wnera tne
concansration was wept within tne mapeshoid Limitv Value.
v is prodadle thav the 5 mitlion particles per cuns
200t wiil nouv D& acceptable for The prevention of
mesosnzlioma., I nave N0 idea wnat concentraction mizoe
5o effective in oreventing this iisease and I would
wonéer wnether even a 1imis of L million parcicles ZeTr
cubic foot would ©Be effective ia ©nLs regard. -

winaily, I would give ry unguestionavle supnort To
~me reguest oi the Pneunoconiosis Reccarch Couaciz Jo¥
-v»acc element analysis of “he standard sample of &£DILTO

o
=~

! 3y s0 doing we would develop tecnnigues wnich coull uve
! zpplied ©To our product from King City and which woull oe
useful in making comparisons with Lae standards.
I hope this will te nolpfuli To ¥ou il you nave
any furiher questions plezse lev ne Know.
Very truly YRUrs,
~ / N
T I / // / aA/ ,
T\t /9 . 7 /’ S
\,‘ V\ N)‘K/"’"ﬂ//‘ L
pAsoociate Medlcul Dlroecuor
. U. Dernehl, M.D.
ed
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