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SUMMARY UCAR Latex 130 is a vinyl acetate homopolymer latex, 

A Plasticizeg version, UCAR Latex 131, now holds a 

dominant POSition in the tape Joint Compound binder market. This 

PoSition has been threateneg recently by competitive latices, 

mainly ethy lene-viny} acetate Copolymers, Which have been reported 

to offer Significant cost Savings because of their greater effi - 

Sion of our present market Position. The goal is to achieve a 

Significant reduction in the cost of UCAR Latex 130 While not 

Several] poly (vinyl acetate) latices, Stabilized by 

lower cost in situ polymerizeg acrylic acid containing Copolymers, 

have been Produced in the laboratory , When Plasticized with di- 
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bilizer gave a Significant improvement in the low temperature per- 

formance as compared with either the CELLOSIZE Stabilized product 

or the AA/VAc Stabilized latices. This is expected by virtue of 

the lower glass transition temperature of the Stabilizer containing 

the butyl acrylate. 

e the giass transition 

€ of the Stabilizer With varying success. Replacing all 

r 
tyl acrylate With 2~-ethy lhexy] acrylate resulted in a 

As a result of a trend towards asbestos free tape joint 

formulations, all further testing of the experimental tape joint 

latices was carried i 
i . 

Massey of the Trade Finish Applications Eroup, who did all of the 

testing of these latices, developed the asbestos free formulation 

Stabilized latex was Superior, especially in low temperature per- 

formance, More importantly, however, the raw materials cost for 

either of the copolymer Stabilized latices is approximately 2.5 

€ result of a more uniform copolymer Composition or POSSibly a 

result of the more hydrophilic nature of the Stabilizer made with 

the ethyl acrylate, 

UNIFORMITY oF STABILIZER COMPOSITION Uni formity of the Stabilizer is an important consideration. 
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