
UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION e.o sox 471. Texas CITY, TEXAS 77580 

HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS rat s 

uc-1066 

December 117, 1984 

Dr. E. R. Ibert, Ph. D. 
Director, Environmental Contro} 
Galveston County Health Dept. 
P. 0. Box 939 
La Marque, TX 77568 ) ° 

Subject: Response to Notice of Violation Dated December 3, 1984, 
. Asbestos Insulation Demolition, No. 2 Powerhouse 

Dear Dr. Ibert: 

This letter is in response to a Notice of Violation dated December 3, 
1984, stemming from an inspection visit by Mr. Jackic Ickes at the No. 2 
Powerhouse demolition site. 

This citation concerns a piece of 3/4" pipe extending downward from the 
north side piperack with a small exposed end section of insulation which 
Mr. Ickes alleges was insufficiently wetted to prevent dusting. The following 
facts apply: 

1. The insulation in question had been wetted down earlier that day by 
the contractor, althoug! the area of the job site in which the pipe 
was located was segregated by the tape barriers from where active . 
demolition was taking place at another part of the site at that 
time. There was no demolition activity at the time in or around this 
piperack. ' « 

2. A sample of the insulation was taken by Mr. Ickes and shared with us 
at the time of his inspection. He wore a respirator at the time. 

Our qualitative analysis of thi § sample confirmed the presence of 
asbestos. A moisture analysis(!) showed 56% mo{sture content. 
There was no visible dust associated with this pipe insulation and we 
are not aware of any specification in the regulation as to the degree 
of wetness required to establish compliance. 

(1) Dried in hot air oven at 105°C for.45 min., weight loss calculated: as 
percent mofsture. 

re 
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Dr. cE. R. Ibert, Ph. 0. 
December 11, 1984 
Page 2 - 

We are also unaware of any statement in the regulation that requires the 

contractor to cover the ends of exposed insulation on piping still in the 

structure with polyethylene film taped on to cover the ends of the pipes. 

Mr. Ickes has insisted that this be done and our contractor has endeavored to 

comply, although some of the pipes are difficult to reach. We believe that 

the prescribed wetting of the insulation just prior to removal covers the 

intent of the regulation and that the covering is an additional interpretation 

by Mr. Ickes which is unjustified by the wording of the regulation. 

In view of the arbitrary interpretation of the regulation by Mr. Ickes, we 

believe the NOV is not substantiated by the facts and request that it be 
rescinded. . 

O.°F, Erdmann, P.E. 
Environmental Protection Coordinator 
(409) 948-5120 

JFE/mjb/1D#6364A 
JFE:NOV 12384 

bec: Mark De Witt - Kimmins Corp. 
L. Dudnick - 500 (Law Dept. ) 
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CERTIFIED MAIL: P 674 635 016 LIA 

MT oy. 
RECEIED 

ee GALVESTON COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT ere 

AIR CONTROL DIVISION FSp 

This is a Notice of Violation of the Regulations of the Texas Air Control Board 

and/or of the Texas Clean Air Act. 

Failure to comply with this notice could subject you and/or your company to 

remedies set forth in the Act, including penalties of $50.00 to $1000.00 for 

each violation. 

NAME: F, S. Provenzano, Plant Manager 

FIRM: Union Carbide Corporation 

ADDRESS: oP, 0. Box 47} 

TExas City, Texas 77590 

Findings: During NESHAP Inspection 2:00 PM, January 7, 1985 of the #2 Powerhouse 

and butadiene unit, there was exposed friable asbestos insulation that was not 

adequately wetted. (1) in the Rolloff scrap iron container and (2) at the base 

of a removed column in violation of 40 CFR sub-part M 61.147 (a)(2) and Texas 

Air Control Board Rule 101.20, 

You are directed to: Comply with all regulations in National Emission Standards far 

Asbestos sub-part M and all TACB Rules, Reply in writing within ten (10) days of 

receipt of this Notice as to steps you have taken to correct this violation and 

to prevent its recurrance, 

“By Order 

Galveston County Health District 

Air Control Division 

By: ied . Qu Approved: 

ackie W. Ickes E. R. Ibert, Director 

Date:___January 9, 1985 Air Control Division 
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RTS me ne Oe me an ee ee EE RTS OY LES a RR 2: Pere te ee Fete 

GALVESTON COUNTY HEALTH oISTRICY 24 

ve * MAINLAND OFFICE: ® 0. 80X 939, LA MARQUE, TEXAS 77568, (713) 938-7221 

GALVESTON OFFICE: P. 0. BOX 838, GALVESTON, TEXAS 77553, (713) 763-8531 

. ANIMAL CONTROL PUBLIC HEALTH pala 

GALVESTON COUNTY COORDINATED COMMUNITY CLINICS PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 

GALVESTON EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE 
SANITATION 

WOSQUITO CONTROL VENEREAL OISEASE CONTROL 

POLLUTION CONTROL ; VITAL STATISTICS 

RECEIVED 
. U6 APR 30 1985 Oe 

Wok 

March 28, 1985 H.E.A, DEPT. — CEP) 

f . é 

FSP 

Mr. F. S. Provensano 
Plant Manager {aad 0d. Thin he 
Union Carbide t aed 
3301 5th Avenue S. Soe ae me 
Texas City, TX 77590 (anegle ow Has purhlens 

Dear Mr. Provensano: ; Lam Ject 

The recent efforts of Carbide to correct the problem with asbestos and the long- 
term management changes to prevent this from ever occurring again have been 
very, very effective. 

On behalf of the Galveston County Health District, I would like to commend you 
and your staff on the excellent effort in alleviating this problem. I feel 

- that our communication and relationship should be one of positive feed-back 
as well as negative feed-back. 

I therefore will send a copy of this letter to the tocal press commending 
Carbide on its effort and sincerely hope that our continued team approach 
will be propogated. 

ote — 
arefice M. Porter, M.D. 

Interim Director 

CMP: 1b 
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CERTIFIED MAIL: p 674 635° O16 

RECEIVED RECEIVED 
iAn | . ie Wee 

: 

vel GALVESTON COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT : JAN 10 1985 

AIR CONTROL DIVISION FSP 

This is a Notice of Violation of the Regulations of the Texas Air Control Board 

and/or of the Texas Clean Air Act. 

Failure to comply with this notice could subject you and/or your company to 

remedies set forth in. the Acts including penalties of $50. 00 to $1000.00 for 

each violation. 

NAME s_ ‘BS. Proverizano. Plant Manag 
Ra 

FIRM: Union Carbide Corp ation 

ADDRESS: _ . 0. Box 47 
7 

By Order . . 
Galveston ¢ Count, 

+; Aig, fon rol Divi 
Ere 
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