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Dear Mr. Morrison: C

The question of the health hazrard sssociated with asbestos is currently up for re-
evaluation in medical circles, We know one thing for certain: It can cause fibrosis
of the lungs. The debate now centers about the severity of this fibrosis, the
sxposure required to produce harmiul sffects, and the relationship hetween asbestos
and cancer of the lung and/or lung O‘ning (pleura).

The recommendod maximum level of asbesates in air where employee axposures
occur is 5 million particles per cu, ft, Dust concentrations can be measured with
an electrostatic precipitator or through other standard dust counting techniques,
Persons chronically exposed to asbestos dust should be followed by periodic chest
x-rays and physical examinations at a frequency of one to two years.

Adequate personsl protection is provided by the A Dustfoe respirator provided
the fit of the respirator is satisfactory.

I attach a copy of our standard toxicity write up on asbestos,

I trust thiz will answer your quostions, Now, I have one: Are you guite sure that
the material in the Poly F unit is true asbestos? I was unaware of its use. I do
recall queries concerning other praoducts such as superflosa, diatomaceous earth,
etc., which might have harmiul effects but use of true asbesfos has never been
brought to my attention. How is it used and do you have any preliminary assess-
ments of the severity of the dust problem?
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R. E. Joyner, M. D.
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