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hicksnsr A-14 ar:z A-23.
ion ¢t Sales on Decz~ber 3!, 1971

You hzve belonged for some time among our loyal clients for asbestos thickeners
end have certainly learned to appreciate the advantages of this material.

In spite of the technical successes, we have decided to suspend the sales of
the asbestos thickener with the action of December 31, 1971.

The principal reasons for this action are health considerations in view of possible
secondary effects. |t was recognized earlier that the inhalation of greater amounts
of asbestos fibers can lead to formation of asbestosis, which however may be avoided
by obssrving the prescribec protective measures. Ve have only to show recent statis-
tical work which, even with the consideration of the safety rules, does not exclude
(the possibility) that lung and peritoneum cancer can be produced.

‘e therefore consider it our duty to withdraw the asbestos fiber products from the
market, although according fo our information not all offerers (of this product)
share our doubts (or, scruples).

To our great regrets, therefore, we must confront you with the problem of changing
from the use of recipes based on A-14 and A-28. As alternate products we can
recommand to you our Aerosil types, although they don't possess all the technical
Froperties to substitute ccmpletely for A-14 and A-28 in every application. The-
men of our outside services and our applications fechnology of course are available
to you at any time in order to advise you with regard to the recipe change-over.

Should you, in spite of our doubts, at present not be able to give up on the
inserticn of A-14 and A-28, we are prepared to fill all orders up to December
31, 1971 at your risk.

Vie hope that you will understand our action, and continue (as our customer).

With friendly greetings,

Degussa (gﬂ-u(tv born//(r‘c_SS)

Attachment: Summary of the Decision
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Frankicrt Noverter 29, [S7]

SUMMARY CF THE TOXICSLCZITAL LITERATLRE CN AS3ESTOS FISER PRODUCTS

Before the rarket intrcduction of asbestos thickeners, in 1968 a technological
decisicn was made. Up fo this time, it was known, as described in pamphlet 30/31
of the occucational illness regulation, that asbestos fibers can lead with suitably
sirong expcsure fo precressive lung fibrosis (asbestosis), that lung cancer was
goservel relatively frequentiy in combination with ashestos and that pleuraen-
qfheli:me (cancer of the lungs) could occur. |f protective measures were used, as
conveyed in pamphlet ZH 1/138, the danger appeared to be confined.

Yet afier 1968 information was condensed which led to the following new Judgment:

Asbestos dust endangers not only the producer of asbestos products, where it is
doubted that the as yet ficticious TLV (Threshoid Limit Value) is regarded as
relisbie, but also can endanger the fabricator of asbestos products and even the
pcpulation which lives in the neighborhood of the asbestos manufacturers and
fabricators.

The new statistical investigations of Dr. Selikoff, New York, reported increased
proportions of cases of mesothelioma in people who were exposed only a short time
to relatively small amounts of asbesios fibers. Thus the suspicion was consolidated
that asbestos fibers present not only a danger to the working place but also for

the environrent. :

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-1522: John L. Myers to Rawlings Forwarding Degussa Letter on Withdrawal of Asbes... Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

ACL Doc 16626 - Page 3 of 8 asbestosclaims.law/library/16626/3


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/16626/3

.
et

(A4

. .
) ..
.. T
1¢° S
N
LR
- '
R

IR I

%\

RO XL Ty

-

>
3

Luin) 'f.n}.m

X

ok

o -nh{\nvmm-g

-

.-

~o L

g

P N

L AR et S ey

ko ‘ﬁf‘:'j’."q.l

- A ,—«q\

- .

"Vesary Telehes

PT-}¥V/Krs-us

SRR i

T RE T ) Sp i

%
'%

Telat

IR AT G et et ey o

.
S

g ety

ek et

'- W ,—v ,4 4 e .,a-o-—ﬁ e,

-

<Lercheant

T et TT

T TR S
HIR
e
A ER oy
g
q6E
N3 1
‘,.'; g ;
e @ ’-“
diE P
B -
_I
{
{

r-n-o-) VA Vet -
. -

- i . < : . ) 2 e ‘4‘ .:l‘.\~ -—.,- .""“--‘ti

. .b""Lverd‘ck Ngo ni““cl & 14 und A 23 T N 1

S Binztellunag cas Vartriohs zum 31, 12, 1971 i Ty R

3 - sy ] - _' XA X] - . i .
S e : i S . b ) S

Schi gechrte Herreni R .'LﬂL;LN_; - "“sz
7 Sle gehdren selt einiger ,i Zu ungeren tréuen iunden flix
S Aumnutvovcjrnnncsmittcl und hebhen sichexlich die Vo zligo

T dic ¢5 laterials schitzen gelornt. A S

ﬂ,T:ot" der tec hnizchen Erfcelge hakzn wir uns ".“:chl-~,

. o cdan Vertrieb von hAckestver dickungsmitLeln mit Viriuro »ca

Jj»n

12,

~ % -

1971 ginmis

¥

-.1ﬂn.

(\;.¥Dax H?untqrund fur clzze

lichzn
£s wvar
ienqgon
Lann,
Schut

hrbeitun ergeb:n habsn, L=& nicht

© . bei bao
fcllkyr

T Wir ha
. predu
- Kenntn

or oun
o dad |

wte vea dlark
Is nicht

2u unsercm grofen

edonken im Hin

Jcﬁon f~jher bekxannt

Ashestfasern zu
dile stch jbdu_.
annahnen armni

car Sich

rs \(-‘ l-

rachtunc
ebs ve.u

bSlicx

&
neso

r o

durcn Einhaltung der vorgescnricbans:

naehme sind uvnse
suf mEgliche ile

tuliai g ven Achas

psunchal fm

LURUNGC .

y ¢ald das flnatmen von gxdda:cn

tore “fijthroen

N

den )icold, ¥ie erst neucre statistisoho
auszurenliofion, dafd auch

o3 .- s e
g‘.o.h:&-~

arctsn

SVOrLCnrisLen
Kinn.

lten o5 deshealdb
cslle

N

- e

&

I

-

dzuern ni

S 4
zien

21,

n wir Sic

=N

-~ et

e und

dr unscre P£licht, di=z
chwohl nech
Anicter unscre BRedenken tull(

Asbectfasora
unsecrer

dahar mit den

Preblcia konfrontieren, Ihrz unter V“anﬂdUﬂq von A 14 und

h
s

A 28

" tauschprod

-

s

sgearbeoitaten
ukte

= e

konnen t;ir~

C':‘C.‘.'.

Ih

~ .o

con ovmzugestalten, Als Auc-
non uansere AZIOSIL-Tyreon

. '- . 1 ’

“ <t . S 2

SAVCH-

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-1522: John L. Myers to Rawlings Forwarding Degussa Letter on Withdrawal of Asbes...

ACL Doc 16626 - Page 4 of 8

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/16626/4


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/16626/4

| Y b 4 e 8 R R MNHL LT
A ] f & g‘ v % ? t -% e ? & iﬂ’?{' PR
¥ ’ S SRR f S E Eos
« 5 P 3 N . 'y . .!‘_ - I"
R . " . A.l ._‘ Z‘.
. ' i : it 1 T R
. . * : 5 - B3 - i . Q[I "::.' R
. "'.?.g'qn-‘ M.-ﬁ:... ) ] . ) - ~
- - 2. =N ea ) - . = - : . . Octes e%. 11, :'.—.
R S X S SRR B S PRl N ney
. : . e B . L ) . :_. . ) : o
. , e L s e L A ; i

"ficmpfehien,'obwohl
bcsit“on, unx A 14 und
sctzen,

ucndungstrchn*“ stzhen Ihnon

.zur Verfugung, un Sie
Solltcn Sie trokz

w7 0L eatz ven A 14
., o ¢ bereit, alle
e V' Ihr Risiko zu

bis

- Wir hoffen, do

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-1522: John L. Myers to Rawlings Forwarding Degussa Letter on Withdrawal of Asbes...

ACL Doc 16626 - Page 5 of 8

sie

unseroer
ung A 28 nicht veornl
a2un- 31,
crfUllcn. o e -

sy Sie un

nicht alls technischen Eigerscha
A 28 in joldenm Anwcndungsfa;

ften
voll zu

Die Il=rran uvnscres Auflmndlenstas und unsorar /Ane

selbseverstindlich jedorzalt
b2i der Rez cpturuwstcllung z=u bc:a: No

\.'-
e ue

E~dor nairtig vuf éen Eine
n }cnnﬁn, fo ird ©¥ir

gzhonden fuftrige aul

n g¢
ht
1571 in

on
-

mn

-

i2.

qc:on wcbxi ¢ stehen werdzn, und

ver

v”»ve:blcibcn - & .
;113&;~QAAn1«v~v pi nal ichoa Gris
T, 'Auua ﬁ:nf&SSLHO Gu“"ch en o :
R L e : -~ “ff b EJG U S S A
I K RAEE: Ot N '}" !’ h : tr ] 23“'\"{.""“""';(;_._:“3
. Sy L . Y e, \ S I bV Sain
Yo . : - M £ ; IJ I NTERLIGE : .
— ' : el v uoucLQquJ Kress
-4 N ‘ ‘ A : I P
'l \' r - -- T L. . kY :;'. '..: '-, . \' .. ) .
N ' - o - ' A
- . . - . S
\ . o . '; . . \
. , ‘ v *

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
asbestosclaims.law/library/16626/5


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/16626/5

/ 3

f iy vl T O

/’. ] v

. . N -
AR
L

. L 4 -
.
R .
.. ¢
»” ’

" Vor der M
4668 ein tox

v, e ST e RO A T

% 'v:r...' .h‘uw‘ -;:-"i ’.."‘l ) . . . B : . P
TOX=D -JMe-Kr:/us ~ Frankfurt, 29. Hov. 1471

Zugamnenfa,"unq dar to%ikolo ischcn Literatur
{iber Achastfazornreoduktn :

) . . - . Tea . . : b .
S : : : R R AL
’ " . = ot Lo Y o 4 - e :
A - -' . - . - <. . . 2 .

rktoi 'unf dgr Asb"st"ardickungs~it -0l wurda
olcgi"'hﬂs Gutachten crstellt.
Zeitpunkt war bekannt, wie in dea Horiiblatt 36/31 der

cu Qicsin

" parufskraniheiten~Verordnury beschrickhan, dab Ashest~
‘:-fascrn bel entsprochend sturiker Exposition zu clincr forit-
"schrciéendcn Lung:n’ib ose (iabastoza) flhren kénnen, Cod
- Lungenkrebs in Ve wdung nit Asbestosa relativ hiuflg

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-1522: John L. Myers to Rawlings Forwarding Degussa Letter on Withdrawal of Asbes...

ACL Doc 16626 - Page 6 of 8

" beobachtet wurde und
fells) vosiiommen kénnone

" ¢die Gafshr cohor

1=,usacstbe~ ung-

,‘nur.cine
Uind

thelicnme (Krcehs des

Wann Schutesnmafnahnen angesd

Plc

PR
il o

!- ~?\ “ -.r'l

CAB D S € ST

wurden, wic in dem Herkblatt Zd 4/ 6 ¢e fo*d“"‘,

« {- . B - DN -
b . R -
U s L R ORI G b At A IARC T et S mwo—nvma

n::‘ G638 vard

orst
u folr"nicr ncuer

tchieten ich dic Iﬂfo wuxnonrn, i
Brurteilung fdhzton: - S

.o . -
: Lte o

.Jbes tauk 7Lfc1rdct nicht nur den
bl @ wvird, dab der

heeohnld 14mt e valne)

naceae s ekl

siroduitten,

- b5 £ - g e
TLV als Tuverlsasiq JniTue
¢

‘npoeamnenc

I -}
€d. g

b

- AT

auch die Verorbzoiter ven
die

Beotricihan nonw

e
(T
cchen ist, condern £ann
d saguy die BEcvilikorung, in ¢2r Nan® von

whaltend

preduklen unt

, gefdhrd:

“Tle:

ChC‘ Untecreuchungan ven Dr, Sallu~so?

Hepstellaor von Azkonie

e

erichten in versturkten hiabae von da
12n bed die nur kurzzeltiq cincr

ingen lMonge Asbhbostfesern cubgcsotzt Warcne

Mesothelica Porsonen,
or

i
. relativ G
So verdich sich der Verdacht,
Geofahr an Arbe i‘"ﬁl pondcrn
selt darstellen. o -,27

tete
auch filr c¢i

v op
L

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
asbhestosclaims.law/library/16626/6


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/16626/6

0 fkanm 2k
Qcﬂ&m»‘_o\ ~ UR Ganer + o

Letter Degussa to Customers QL‘l

TERI AR

Asbestos Thickening Agents A 14 and A 28
Termination of Distribution by December 31, 1971

—
hd .

Dear Sirs,

For quite some time you belong to our circle of cusfomers buying asbestos
thickening agents and you certainly appreciate the advantages of these products.

In spite of the technical success we have decided fo terminate the sale of
asbestos thickening agents by December 31, 1971.

The main reason for our decision is our doubt regarding possible secondary
health hazards. It was known before that inhaling asbestos fibres may cause
asbestosis. This could be prevented by observing the prescribed precautions.
Recent statistics, however, have shown that it is not impossible to develop
lung-cancer despite complying to the safety rules.

Therefore, we feel obliged fo withdraw our asbestos fibre products from the
market, although not all offerers share our doubf?s.

We very much regret to have to confront you with the problem of changing those
formulations which included A 14 and A 28. As a substitute we recommend our
Aerosil types, although these do not possess all properties which are necessary
to fully replace A 14 and A 28 for all applications.

Our sales force and technical service group will advise and assist you in
reworking your formulations.

In case you cannot do without A 14 and A 28 despite of our objections, we are
prepared to handle all orders arriving till December 31, 1971 on your own risk.

We hope that you will understand our decision.
Sincerely yours,

DEGUSSA
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TRANSLATION

(Article from "defazet" January 1972)
\ _ »
EDEWSCH"‘ FATLBE'Z.E‘\TUMG‘]'

Obituary on An Irreplaceable Product

Another raw material producer became the victim of the hysteria on health hazards
and this time it is a material which is nearly irreplaceable due to its exceptionai
properties: a special upgraded asbestos. The fibrous particles of this material er:
of a length up to 10 micron with an exceptionally small diameter of only 0.02 fo
0.03 micron. Degussa, who have developed this material offer it as a thickening ags
under the name of A-28 and A-14 (longer and sfronger fibre tufts). Many producers
utilized the advantageous properfies, f.i. in sealing compounds, artificial stone
coatings, Plastisols, epoxy systems and many other applications. Beside the extra-
ordinary thickening effect, this material has also other advantages such as high
chemical resistance, no moisture pick-up, insolubility in all systems, defined
particle size, easy incorporation, all-round utilization independent of polarity
of the system and stability of standardized thickening ranges.

This material is said to develop cancer.

Certainly, it cannot be excluded with certainty that somebody working a long time
only with this material may get a cancer one day, but an indisputable proof that
+his illness can be traced back to the influence of a special asbestos product is
nearly impossible. In case the person is a smoker, the proof is absolutely impossi
Cancer may also be developed by street dust or any other pollution, as these mater
contain also particles of different shape and size the effect of which we do not k
exactly. :

You can see that this is only fantasy which is not understandable in this scientif
age. -

The question for a substitute of A-28 and A-14 cannot be answered. Similar effects
witl be tried by reworking the formulations. '

Which will be the next product to disappear from the raw material market?

At present one is eagerly digging in dust-heaps.

HLM/km
January 12, 1972
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