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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The air monitoring test during sandblasting at Corona, California that
was reported in the October 30, 1978 DOSHA letter to the S:tandards Board was
a cooperative study.wherein Union Carbide Corporation and DOSHA collected
simultaneous paired samples on the workers. A report of the Union Carbide
results is provided herein. The UCC counts ranged from about the same to about
one-half of those found by DOSHA. Considering the nature of the samples, both
laboratories were in accord that the differences were due to the normal random
errors in the sample collection and counting procedure and did not represent a
significant difference between the laboratories.

The critical problem with these samples was the presence of large amounts
of mineral particulate that met the criteria for a countable fiber, but in all
probability were only very rarely asbestos. An examination of three of the
filters by scanning electron microscopy was carried out by Union Carbide. This
study confirmed that free asbestos was rare and made up very roughly one countable
fiber out of fourteen.

This information led to a further cooperative, large-scale sandblasting
test at Trona, California wherein the samples were collected by DOSHA and
counted by the Federal OSHA Compliance Laboratory in Salt Lake City. The
Federal laboratory has considerable experience with this type of difficult sample
and uses a combination of sophisticated optical techniques and electron microsopy
to aid in the identification of non-asbestos particulate. The results of this
study showed a ceiling concentration of 1.6 fiber/cc >5u and 8-hour TWAs in the
0.1 to 0.4 fiber/cc >5u range. _ ‘ -

We believe that these levels, which may still be conservative (high), are
more representative of asbestos fiber release from maintenance coatings during
sandblasting than the data that either participating laboratory obtained at the
earlier test at Corona.
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A. BACKGROUND

Juring the hearings on the 1976 Presley Bill, Assemblyman Fenton asked the
Department of Health to collect additional exposure data during ‘the use of the
products for which temporary exemptions were eventually granted. A cooperative
government-industry effort ensued. The data obtained were submitted to the
Standards Board by Mr. James H. Heacock of DOSHA in a letter dated October 30,
1978 (Attachment I). Appendix A of this letter covered tests of portland cement
plaster. Appendices B and C related to sandblasting of maintenance coatings.
This discussion is limited to maintenance coatings, the plaster applications
will not be covered.

The initial two sandblasting tests (Location 1 and Location 2, Appendix B
in the DOSHA letter) involved the removal of an asbestos-containing coating
from a plaster or a stucco wall. When the results became available, they were
higher than anticipated, i.e. 0.5-3 fibers per cc longer than 5u. The manu-
facturer of the paints then asked Union Carbide to participate in a third test
jointly with the DOH. This was acceptable to the DOH and the Village Grove
Park location in Corona was selected as the site. .

In this test the blasting operator, helper, and observer each wore two
pumps and simultaneous samples were collected in the breathing zone with filter
cassettes positioned on opposite shoulders. Paired background and area samples
were also collected. A detailed report of the Union Carbide results is provided
jn Attachment 1I. For easy reference the corresponding DOSHA report has also
been included in Attachment I as Appendix B. Only the key points of these
reports will be summarized here. -

B. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

1. Fiber Counts by the Optical Phase - Contrast Method

The samples collected in the test at Village Grove Park, Corona were
extremely difficult to count. They were heavily loaded with both fibrous and
non-fibrous dust. Considerable particulates were present that met the
dimensional criteria of a fiber, i.e. length greater than 5u, length to
diameter ratio greater than three, but they were clearly not asbestos. Both
counters were experienced and discussed the problem of evaluating filters of
this type prior to counting.

In an attempt to assess the impact of the asbestos fiber recognition
problem, Union Carbide divided the fibers counted into two classes, "obvious
chrysotile asbestos" and "possible asbestos fiber." When there was any doubt
about a fiber's identity it was included in the count. The total of both
classes would be the value ordinarily reported as asbestos.

Particles which were obviously not asbestos were not counted. This
included such things as unbroken fiberglass, mineral flakes with non-parallel
sides, and particulate that appeared bright under phase contrast. It should
be noted that the only known source of asbestos of any type was the 5% by
weight chrysotile that was added by the manufacturer. (Note that the 2%
asbestos figure reported by DOSHA in Appendix B is in error.)

-1-
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The Union Carbide results ranged from 0 to 0.8 fibers/cc >5u of
"obvious chrysotile" and from 0 to 3.6 fiber/cc >5u for total asbestos.
(See Attachment II.) These total values are compared with the DOSHA results
for each paired sample collected on the opposite shoulder of the wcrkers in
Table 1. These values range from 0.1 to 7.1 fiber/cc >5u.

Examination of Table I shows that the pretest controls and several of
the samples collectedon the observer and on the helper resulted in the
detection of only several fibers in the hundred fields examined under the
microscope. Blank filters, i.e. those which have never been exposed, will
read from zero to several fibers per 100 fields, so these results really
are not distinguishable from background. The remaining eight pairs ranged
from about the same to a Cal/OSHA counting of about double that of UCC,

7.1 vs 3.2. Considering that these counts are not from the same filter

but from filters that were collected on opposite shoulders, both laboratories
were in agreement that the -differences were probably the result of random
errors in the sampling and counting method and did not represent a significant
difference between the laboratories.

The time-weighted averages for the two operators for the time period
where sandblasting was actively.in progress and for the entire eight-hour
day were calculated for each set of total asbestos count data and are
listed below. The two workers' actual TWA exposures for the particular day
were all below 0.5 fiber/cc >5u. The highest value reported by either
laboratory, 7.1 fiber/cc >5u is still below the ceiling limit of 10 fiber/cc

>5u.
Time-Weighted Average Exposures )
(Fibers/cc >5u)
During Active 8-Hour Day
Operations ' Basis
Cal/0SHA UCC *Cal/0SHA UCC
Helper 1.1 0.6 0.2 0.1
Operator 4.1 2.2 0.2 0.2

2. Fiber Analysis by Scanning Electron Microscopy

It was evident from the results that non-asbestos material was being
included as asbestos in the counts reported. In order to check this further,
Union Carbide examined three of the filters with a scanning electron micro-
scope.

A small square from each of three filters was exposed to acetone vapor
under conditions that had previously been determined to collapse the filter
to a smooth surface but did not allow the particles to sink into the filter.
Shrinkage in area was measured and found to be about 45%. The samples were
then gold-coated and mounted for microscopic examination in the normal
manner.

-2-
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TABLE 1

COMPARISON OF ATRBORME ASBESTOS FIBER COUNTS DURING

SANDBLASTING OF ASBESTOS CONTAINING MAINTENANCE COATING

Fiber Counts

Description of Cperation

Pretest Controls

On fence, left side of
area to be sand-blasted.
~4 1/2* above ground.

On fence, ~#100° from G-16.
~5' above ground.

Personal sample on observer

~25' from fence and moving
parallel to fence.

Observer (During Sand-Blasting

Personal sample on observer

~20-30' from fence and moving

parallel to ferce.
Same as A-81.
Area sample on fence. 5°

above ground ard «40° down-
wind. (In lieu of observer

UCC 3EM [f/cc)
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Helpsr (During Sard-8lasting)

Personal sample. Assisting
with hoses. O0;2rating sand
feeding equipmeant.

Same as G-48. -

Same as G-48.

Same as G-48.

Blasting Operator (During Sand-2lasting)

Personal sample. Operator
handling sand-blasting
nozzle, standirg~2' from
fence.

Same as D-71.
Same as D-71,
Same as D-71 ercept

fnside of hood.
Sepe as D-71.

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-1537:
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Sample Data
Tire :
Total [ Cal/oSHA
Ho. On Off Min, 130 fielcs f/ce fiec
G-16 10:35 10:56 21 2 0.1 0.3
F-48 10:42 10:59 17 ) 0 0.1
A-86 10:39 10:52 13 2 0.} 0.2
)
A-81 11:12 11:18 6 1 0.1 0.3
11:25 Mn:27 2
8
J-83 12:26 12:52 26 1 0.03 0.2
G-3  1:35 2:00 25 29 0.7 1.9
}
6-48 11:10 11:1e 8 15 1.0 1.4
M:26 11:26 2
10
X-8  12:25 12:48 23 ig; 1" 2.2
C-15 1:08 1:22 14 3 0.2 0.5
X-4  1:36 1:58 22 2 0.06 0.2
D-71 11:10 11:18 8 74 2.2 1.6
1M:24 11:26 2
X-14 12:25 12:36 ;g; 3.2 7.1
6-34 12:38 12:456 8 8 3.3 6.5
-2 1:08 1:22 W E1) 1.7 3.7
-3 1:36 1:58 22 6 1.8 2.1
-3-
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Asbestos Kon-Asbestos Total Corments
3 Asbestos
0.3 1.0 1.3 fibere in
25 fields
0.3 1.5 1.8 3 asbestos
fibers in
25 fields
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75 fields
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Random fields were then selected and examined for particulate matter which
met the "fiber" criteria, i.e. L >5u, L/D >3. Magnification was 1500X and the
defined field area used was 0.0048mm2, This is similar to the optical counts
where the field was 0.0062mmZ. Whenever a fiber was found it was analyzed by
Edex in the spot mode for chemical composition. .

Detailed results are listed in Table II and Figures 1 through 10, and are
summarized below.

Sample Total Fields Fibers Found(!)

No. Counted Chrysotile -Non-Asbestos JTotal
X-3 75 0 34 34
G-3 25 3 1 14
p-71 2 _2(2) 19 20

125 5 64 69

(1) Length greater than 5y, length/diamer greater than 3.-

(2) Does not include a non-fibrous asbestos "clump".

These data demonstrate that free asbestos fiber in the generated dust is
both rare and a small fraction of the total fibrous particulates, in this case
about one fiber in fourteen. The potential for erroneously high counts by the
ordinary phase-contrast optical method is obvious.

The number of fields examined for each filter and number of fibers found
were too small for a reliable estimate of airborne concentration. As a point of
interest, however, the fibers per cc values corresponding to the numbers of
fibers found have beenshown in Table 1 and positively identified chrysotile
as?estos ranged from 0 to 0.4 fiber/cc >5u. These would be ceiling, not TWA
values.

C. COMMERCIAL SANDBLASTING TEST

When these results became avilable, the problem was discussed with
Mr. Heacock of the DOH and it was agreed that a carefully-planned, large-scale
test using professional operators and equipment should be made. Samples would
be collected by DOSHA and counted by the Federal OSHA Compliance Laboratory in
Salt Lake City. This laboratory has had considerable experience with the type
of highly contaminated samples expected and utilizes a combination of sophisti-
cated optical techniques and electron microsocpy to provide more reliable counts.

-4-
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. ' ‘TABLE 11

SAMPLE ANALYSIS BY SCANNING
ELECTRON MICROSCOPE
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The protocol for-this study is appended as Attachment III and the
DOSHA Report (Appendix C of their October 30, 1978 submission to the Board)
of the study is also given for reference. The DOSHA report covers the test
very well although it should be noted that the Federal CSHA counter included
any fiber of doubtful identity as asbestos so the results presented would be
conservative (high). It is also appropriate to acknowlege that the test site
was provided through the courtesy of Kerr-McGee Company at Trona, California.
Figures 11 and 12 show photographs of the test which give a clear illustration
of the nature and scope of the operation.

.~ D.. CONCLUSIONS

The fiber counts reported in Appendix B of the DOSHA letter of October 30,
1978 as well as the Union Carbide counts of the simultaneous counts include a
great deal of material that is not asbestos. The subsequent large-scale test
although possibly still conservative (high), is more representative of exposure
during sandblasting.

-6

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-1537: Union Carbide Metals Division, Supplemental Information for Testimony to the... Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

ACL Doc 16639 - Page 9 of 48 asbestosclaims.law/library/16639/9


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/16639/9

-~

E. FIGURES 1 - 12
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COMMERCIAL SANDBLASTING TEST
KERR-MC GEE CORPORATION - TRONA, CALIFORNIA
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COMMERCIAL SANDBLASTING TEST
KERR-MC GEE CORPORATION - TRONA, CALIFORNIA
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F. ATTACHMENT I

1) October 30, 1978 Letter of Mr. James Heacock,
Supervising Industrial Hygiene Engineer, DOSHA to the
Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board.

2) Appendix B - October 30, 1978 DOSHA Letter.
3) Appendic C - October 30, 1978 DOSHA Letter.
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'STATE OF CALIFORNIA

EDMUND G, BROWN IR, Coverner

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

. 1449 WEST TEMPLE
LOS ANGELES, CA 90026

October 30, 1978

Occupational Safety and Health

Standards Ecard
1006 Fourth Street

Sacramento, CA 95014

Gentlemen

SAFETY AND

ADDRESS REPLY TO:
. 14490 WEST TEMPLE
h LOS ANGILES. CA 90026

. - ——
e ——— e - - o

Tt .. .
-~ S e -

Subject: Public Hearing November 8, 1978
Asbestos Products in Buildings and Structures

The Occupational Health Branch of the California Department of Health
evaluated employce exposures to asbestos during the destruction of
building materials in an industry-government cooperative consultation

program.

Results cf those tests have bearing on all items of the hear-

ing and specific information on Items 1, 2 and S. -

Previously applied sprayed materials containing asbestos were removed by
sanding or sandblasting, or the structure demolished. The emmloyees doing
the work were sampled and results analyzed in the same manner as any other

compliance or consultation OSHA samples would be handled.

(In one study,

samples were analyzed by the Federal OSHA Laboratory in Salt Lake City in
the hopes that advanced analysis might be available. They repeated the
California OSHA Labcratory and NIOSH methods.)

Regarding Public Hearing Questions 1 and 2, the report of employee exposures
to airborne asbestos during demolition of a portion of an apartment building
previously damanged and burned by a light airplane is attached as Appendix A.
The stucco was identified as having been sprayed, and as having contained

less than one-half of 1 percent asbestos.

In sumary, emplovee exposures

during demolition were determined to range from 0.25 to 0.85 fibers longer
than § microns in length per cubic centimeter of air.

Regarding Public Hearing Question 3, if any exemptiors should be granted
by the Board, it is recormended that ermloyee exposures be limited to, and
employee protection be the same as, that specified in Title 8, CAC 5208

Asbestos.
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Occupational Safety and Health
Standards Board

Page 2

October 30, 1978

Question 5. Regarding exemptions for products containing "encapsulated
fibers," tests conducted by the Health Department indicate that the fibers
are not all '"ercapsulated" during destructive removal, such as sanding or
sandblasting, but rather are also found as free fibers. Four studies were
conducted, with reports forming Aprendices 3 (consolidated report of three
studies) and C. In all studies, employvees were exposed to asbestos fibers,
with a range of 0.1 to 7.1 fibers/am® (greater than 5 microns in length).

Very truly vours
N,
James H. Heacock
Supervising Industrial Hygicne Engineer

JHi/cs )
enc
L e :)
- -20-
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<. APPENDIX B

WD COA’"“""" OF AERICA, TNC.

Because of legisl -‘u:'° concern with regard to {uture worler exposie to

- -

= em Py 3 tha
the asbestcs ccntzined in asoﬂstcs coatings teing Spray 2 erplied,

| caup iz Zren ncuct industrizi hysiane ceterminaticn
. - cnzl Heaizn Zrznch concu ind e
?f ho:t:i" ei=Czure TO 25LEeSTos v-°1=a_.=d iroa sutstances (thcse ...i_r.e._a_ls
v ’ -.- - w— - —— - i
covered bty ihe exsmoiicns introduced by S3 15%6), crevicusly apzliecd
end aged, curing bu:;li:-g Ten "ar.;cn/re:a_u znd demcliticon cperaticnse.
’ --: — & .-..

Mr. P. Tillisch cf Taxured Coztinzs of A=zarica (Lu.-:) as iei *il:i'g'fce

" gpproprizie —ocreunicies foT such “determinaticn =‘c:.x.:1_.g=._,.£c: = )
dustrial cz2T aziems. 1his study involved inmtarmiiient S brwe) pe]

analytical ceterminaticns over 2 period of several nonthse

-——-—- wes

On three diIf Scrmamt cecasicns, the Department of Yealth, Occupaticnal
Health Zrz-ch zm< TCa corfucted tests: :

||l

(1), August 33, 1976 2t L1501 Zxpesiticn B, Les Ansgeles,

(2). Novezber 16, 1976 at §50.S. Brozdway, Los Anzeles, for
building extericr coatings ard .

(3). Dececher 17, 1576 at Village Grove Park in the city of.
Corona for extzricr fence coatings.

METHOD

; At 21l three locations sanding or sandblasting was used to simulate tulldizg
' " renovaticn. . . .

= t Sfcr
At the first lccaiicm, LZ01 E:zositicn Bl:d., Lcs Anzeles, the _‘.esjc.s ;1_. "
asbestos were ccnfucted inside the tuilding 24 the end of a hallwsy W ;...a inimm)
e ©

had been partiiicned oif Irca the rest of t:‘° building (to «eep cdust ©

ensro:d_'::ately 5 £t wide, 12 £t long and g8 1t h_:h: D aen
2rez zn -::chyeﬂ" 334 +he actual sandinz. The TempacysSs
: =icys ~CA. Ue wzs obsarved by XT. J. Zeacock

was Scott yCRRERY ". —lcyee of . = Tt e i 2

and Mr. L. Seck.of the Cccipaticnal Health = Brznch ( ard Mr. Y. Or<
T

of the Southern Califcrmia Lzcoravory Secticn.

=
-

usea oa the wall Jor zprroxdimately 2 hcurse

i ectri gn vhi e cperator
The sarding was dcme wilh 3 pem tzble ele ctr ¢ hznd sander which the

' : &3 Y eratcrs Sreathing
Samples were cecllected In tnree Wayse ne first was in the cpe pars Jt.*"'e"‘
gone. (Cz2). Tne seccnd a w=s zn area sazTle. The area sarple Hi=

= iltes te g3 th tus were located
the saze type o g &and IJilter-cassetis a5 =3 CBZ sa—ple

-21- _ -
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Acn an Mohooreme® who walked back and forth thrcushcut the test
* .v aeps e ce,ae e "—-—0‘..-5 T e~ l e
third touwe &l sommlioc wesiecial WiTe TRAtEIL ol

2z
colleciod Io-imowne o2 duse aswer thne sancing cgpersiion oY

ach ow

materizl ::‘;‘ as +ha zzmiziser face, Or Irom the material orl cf

before s N3

A
4 in the ailey cehind <he building us:.::; a ccrmmerci

blasiing mashinme. sn 2imericr w2ll ”"*"o.f.r:a:e;.;' 20 Zfeet ‘]f.ona
and blasted for mest of its length to a heigat of apous 5

2/23/71

area, -The
were

chisping
che wall

Locaticn, 050 So. Zracdway, Los Angeles, the asbestos test

al sand-,
was szelacted

Agéin the three tires of samples were collected, nerator °-eat_:‘1~_n Zonz,
area, and —ztarizi czomle, A second GEZ sarzle on th@ Tan runnins the sand
mi.xe;' or tr2 szritlazter was 2130 ccllected., The zarea sarmle was azzmn
collected ca zn ciszerver walxZng back a=nd forsh throuzh the tlasting 27eg,
both ‘L..:-: zmd doumiiind of the cgeraticn. "3.::=:"='" samples wsere Irol
ll‘_;_ —— - - daws weew - - - -. -
sett’c—d szmi-iuzs or frem tuilding surface chips.
k 3 Al

The pecsle imvwolwed were Mr, Scott Tillisch =s sandtlaster (TC.!. y ir. 2on Michal

as miver-ncs2 =znisr (I%4), . J. H2zcccx (=), '=. L. Zeck (C'-_-:) ars

L o >

}ﬁ'. M. Ordzniz (Sc. C2l. Lzd) all as ¢
collected cn ¥r. Zeck zs he otserved th

The third lecziicn, 7illas
equiprznt 2s the sacorc ic

iR agdim =

e Grove Parl, Corcnz, utilized the seme sandblising

-
-

z-ian. Thiz tize a fence was sandbliasiad.,  .n2
fence susvcounfed 2 motiliacme develepment. IzTfles were taien :'..n_-::zf :.':_—::a..:
lots (#'s 16 znd 20) cn the lcrth side of the gev=icTment a;_::-o:cfa:ej_,m"ly
30 feet frca ihe leritusst erd @ ine rance, Tne two lots were appror.eLs

50 x 150" ccctined. Wind cut cf +the west 2 10 m=h.

= - opmye - | e
Sarples wzre collected at ihe szrdblzsters, 0ZZ, =ivsr-hose tender's OEZ a=d

area sc:;n’es wind end dovnmwind, teth staticnzry =< ZCOll.

At this third lccatien ¥r. H. Thodes ._rd !‘.r. 3, Tnzzlls of Unicn Cerbl
s ccnsultants znd '—.c':'"*"'-“ Hygisnists

z1ch Srznch., It was mutuzlly
ealt Zranch :-:om._.a colle

(New Ycrk) regresenzed ICa 2

collected szmlas elcng witlh ‘r:.. Oc~~-=u'n
agreed thzt Unicn Cestile znd the Ceasat :Lc..al
samples side ty sice.

H M !l

o

cms s e cry4e nese-
People prezani wers e, Paul Ti1liseh, T.P. of TCA; Scott Tillis ¢ch as

- -

e Ta - 14 T™ —-11 v
terder-nixer; ¥en Scherr as sanftlastzr; T ?.'::;c-s zrd M, In _:_ilo._n A
Union Caciide; znd ir. J. Hinten and . L. Zeck of the Occupaticn ezl

. Branch,.

w zrlad

Again the oir In the camcbhlzster =i miver-nosetandar's CEZ! f 2 S 5:;_ =-;1.
Area szolez inmeludaed Iimed l:cr-.:' = szmol2s con the zence post E,..r‘..;.."._‘ .

wird, ens Toving zampliss © . Rnodes who waixad tack amd ICTTh taTCwsn
dm-\_...., Cmemt @ w4 amse ..._..._...-S - .- h le al-;p- -.-.a
the zrez, S2%4l2d dust was agzin ccllec ed as a ma.r.er-a_l ses wer W2
sarndhlzzting cezzzi.

211 sm-zz Igcszticns szgls MElairs" ware Il fer :r.a"_y‘;;c_l [f ctrroR-bapli-Looa )
o ke z =" c
Tabomabtomr =mzleemiz uzilizad CEHA =nd UICEH zprroves o thods,

a
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. TmmEs3cy/o3/1Te

Data:

* - LOCATICY 1

Fivers/cc

5 Microns

in length

/

LOCATIC 2
Fibers/cc

5 Microns

LOCATIOT 3

Fibers/cc

5 Micrans
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1901 E:pesiticn 21d., Los Angeles

February 23, 1977

Sander: Area |
1.7 0.3 Both sarples simulieznecusly* within 10 £i of <
1.1 0.9 . "

0.5 0.3 . -
' 0.2 " "

Material - 1% Chrysotile tcund in matrix: Free fibers

released with g-inding zorasicn

- Latex Base Paint (Vingl-icrylic)

¢s0 South Breadway, Los Angeles

Sandblaster Mi-erHosetender ir=a

1.5 (filter outsicde Q.4 1.6 A1l 3 sarpled
of hood) : . sirultznaously*

25 " 0.7 1.2 "

Material - Aldyd Bzse; 3-57 Crrysotile Asbestos

Within 15 to 20 feei of source

Tillage Grove Park (Lots 19 and 20), Ccrona

Sandblaster Mi-cor-desatender Avag
0.3 (Staticnary Backzre
e maee @2 e T T Tie At STeLmILTaRTS. T 0T Before U’pvn’nd )
~ ~ y Blasting 0.2 (Moving Background)
. By e .
0.1 (Stationa—y Backzr<
Tonind *
1.6 (Filter outside 1.4 0.1 (Moving during dlz=
of hood) Wayer demicins
. ]
Z'% " 2, 9(1*erind) c.2 " " ”
(Filter inside . )
3eT “of Hacst) : 2.8 " " "
2.1 of Hood) ) blactins eiivebtin
: Héterial - ! fherzctile Within 20 to LC Izet c
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. m 2 /77 * oy © February 23, 1977

#* Horizontal 1ines distinguish those sarples col_l_ected in the same time frame
and/or si- -r..lta::ec::sl:,'.

Variables:
AIi IOCATIONS

apde 4 1 N
Several variztles were not accounted for in the study ccmcerning all 'c:..ree »
Jocations., iost the sandinz =adium was not anz2lyzed for zstestos. At location
[ ] — - -wo o ot ans - -

. '\; Ra-ma Tasn the e-—ﬁ"“‘e" used c.rdq 2t locaticens 2 znd 3’ the sand
. 1' thls would ha2 Ce o o LIRSl ade s tha toxsure
: Vomedem= e =nz buildirz material cn which the texturea
used far sandblzsting. OSecendly tne woc ..r-; Y .
reze z==ilp 21v7ed for zzzestcs ccntent. Al the first
coating hed t== 22 =

34

‘u
l

n.

D’.

:)

'

. l"

b}

-
wonid 3 : taw.  <=he zeccnd lccaticn, & stucco
locat.:.c'x t..-- ..-.._'._ have 21l ol;s‘.--, < . "',-h-dh
cood, zrnd <h2 third locaticn 2z metal Jence. :nZTALYy
. ~ the scurce =nd were not cemsian with

are ’—'": -:a:'ie- in diz4tznce Irom

rtZZard io cied fimseeicm exsest in a few instencss. Tinzlly, no el fore’ and
MNMamp ot wboume w W o we dew e v amse - — . o= o -

®after™ 2ir sztTlss were collectel to astablish zn zmbient zsbesics con-

crons ' ied 1aezzicm. Astisn: zir sarples ai the thixd

centraticn, smzszt 2t the thizd J2SC2ToCN. rmcisis 2= =& e =

location rewezlsZ <hat there is z3Testos ffcm wmimeym SOUTces CCniETIliats g

the air which =iza%t be the sugject of an envircnmantal study

s —e e . Yom =

Rowever, in ~isu of these varizbles, we feel the results would te ﬁ%’i'}:-—/ d
insienificzmzls =zd they teen accoumted fcr. Thz bzg was labeled "1CU:s

s sseing o 7 TS the suzia I the "1---3* stucco and met

the sandblzsting went cnly +=o surizce oI 2 5 : :
- - - -

and the chemis: who szn2lyzed the szmzles is an °c::='-1e ced excart in the

of asbestos cdaier—inzticns.

-e

w

ry |5
i fy

eld

RSSULTS

The data shows -nat there is 2 definite exposure ito 2sbest tes whe;x e_::plcyees’fr

workers szndtlzst or sard coa‘:.:_::-:s con ta_'m_:z' astestes =znd that this exposure
I i : i3 zrez, - asa, :he izmediate zre:

4s present in he izmediate zrez. In this cas3, ot = o sferzed

to gs within 2 10 fcot radius of the scurce in 2 20w srdy cendificn ard with

4n a LO feob rzzius downwind In windy canditicrs.

1
:- .-~ In any case, zt z11 three locz+icns there was a2n employee expostre S*‘ at °a§t
; 1 fiver/cc, =32 '.::: to L fiter/es a5 zn aver..__,-. Tme area sarples zlso shows
. exposure intc h2 r,o 2 fiver/es range. Ao £in2lly the pixer-ncseternder

exposure renze wzs frcm 0.5 to 2.0 fiber s/cc. '

DISCUSSIC S R

- -
- - e
- -
-

-The current stzm fer a.bes .c:. is 2 fibe:'s/cc —ezter than 5 oicrens 1n
length. Hous'=r, medical memitorong is reguired .at 1
time weighizl '::ssz.s.

Since the rasulss indicate esglcree exgosure to 1 fiver/cc and zreater, we
conclude thz: tzere is a him ::3:'.:;1.i.ty 92 hesmlzl exgeousrel WO €

during builoins :=.::::':aticn.

-
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APPENDIX C

ASBESTOS SAMPLING DURING CCATING DESTRUCTION

Many questions have been raised regarding the levels of asbestos fibers
released during the removal of paint type coatings containing asbestos.

In this investigation, air samples were collected during the destruction

of a high performance coating containing 2.1% asbestos. A LO foot diameter,
25 foot high steel tank spray coated in 1973 was sandblasted to bare metal.
Since sandblasting represents an extreme condition, it provides an estimate
of the highest employee or community exposure to asbestos.

METHOD
Air samples were collected in the breathing zones of workmen using personal

sampling equipment. Open face filter cassettes containing 37 mm Millipore

AA filters on a cellulose backing pad were attached to the employee's
respirator straps or lapel. MSA Model G portable sampling pumps were used

to maintain a flow rate of 1.5 liters per mimute. Flow rates-were calibrated
in the field with a Brooks type 1355-01A1AAA rotameter. Sampling times
varied frem 5 to 15 mimtes. Thirty mimte background samples were collected

before sandblasting.

Unexposed blanks were also submitted. Samples were collected on the three
workmen, two sandblasters and one pot tender. Sandblasters wore airline

respirators to protect them from silica exposure.

ANALYSIS

Asbestos sample filter cassettes.were sealed in the field, packaged and
forwarded to the U. S. Department of Labor, OSHA Laboratory in Salt Lake City
for analysis.

Samples were analyzed by phase contrast microscopy. Selected samples were
also analyzed by dispersion staining and electron microscopy.

Results of the laboratory analysis were forwarded as soon as they became
available. The optical microscopic results are summarized in Table 1.
Asbestos fibers were counted by the standard NIOSH method.

Elank sample casszttes subtmitted with the asbestos samples were counted by

optical methods.
-25- AT
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APPENDIX C

Three urmsed filter cassettes were submitted. No fibers were
detected on two filters, one filter was reported to have 0.0l
© fiber/field (100 fields counted).

Background samples collected before sandblasting were reported
below the detection limits for asbestos.

In addition, JK-32, collected during sandblasting of a section
' of the tank sandblasted to bare metal earlier in the day was
also reported as below the detection limit for asbestos.

To gain additional information about the fibers present, filters were
further analyzed by dispersion staining. In a study of sample JK-3, by
dispersior staining, 16 of 110 fibers were identified as chrysotile asbestos.
Other samples were stained. The fibers present were found similar to JXK-3.
The nonastestos fibers were identified as plant fibers and fiber glass.

RESULT
Time weighted average concentrations were calculated from the
optical microscopic analysis. Exposures to the workmen are
listed in Table 2. Sandblaster TWA exposures were calculated
- to be 0.2 and 0.3 fiber/cmB. The pot tender's average was O.l
fiber/an’, greater than 5 in length.
DISCUSSION

BEmployee exposures were within the present Cal/OSHA standard of 2 fibers/cmB,
- greater than five microns in length. In addition, workers with the greatest
asbestos exposure were protected by the airline respirators worn to prevent

silica exposure.

Sandblaster #1 did not sandblast all day. His calculated time weighted av-
erage, 0.2 fibers/an, represents a partial day of sandblasting. Sand-
blaster #1 was not used between 13:15 and 15:30.

Asbestos fiber counts of mixtures of air contaminants containing asbestos
are slow and tedious. The standard phase contrast optical microscopic

-26- oo D
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APPENDIX C

method was relied upon to determine worker exposures. In this method of
analysis, the procedure allows for information gained through additional.
testing to be used to more precisely identify countable fibers. The analyst
may reject fibers identified as not being asbestos. Dispersion staining
and the use oi cross polarizing filters, or a first order red retardation
‘plate, give additional information regarding the nature of the fibers.
Fibers without the correct morphology or other characteristics, recognized
as not asbestos, are not counted. Fibers of doubtful identity are included
‘with the asbestos count.

The results of electron microscopic analysis and dispersion staining quantify
the proportion of the total fibers'which are actually asbestos. These
percentages were between 12 and 14%. Although the percentages are small,

it is important to note that free asbestos is released. Analysis of blank
samples ruled cut the possibility of significant contamination from either

the blasting sand or desert air.

/flw
10/19/78
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AVINDLA U
Table 1

TIME TOTAL TIME
SAMPLE #  OPERATOR OoN (MINUTES) FIBERS/CC COMMENT
JK-1 Sandblaster-l 8:21 27 &D.L. Background (Desert Air)
Sample before sand blasting
JK-2 Pot Tender 8:21 27 < D.lL. Background (Desert Air)
: . Sample before sandblasting
JE-3 Sandblaster-l 8:54 20 0.49 Under Blasting Hood.
JK=4 Pot Tender 3:54 32 0.35 Two Sand Blasters working
JK~5 Sandblaster-2. 9:09 n Membrane marred Blasting at ground level
JK=6 Sandblaster-l 9:14 17 0.57 On Scaffold
JE-7 Sandblaster-2 9:20 16 0.31 Ground Level
JK-8 Pot Tender 9:26 20 No membrane in Two Blasters v;rorld.ng
cassette
JK-9 Pot Tender 9:46 12 | < D.L. Two Blasters working
JE-10 Blank _ _ None .
JE-11 Sandblaster-2 9:36 5 0.63 Ground Level
JE=12 Sandblaster-2 9:41 6 0.7 Ground Level
JK-13 Sandblaster-2 9:47 5 . 1.4 Ground Level
JR-14 Sandblaster-2 9:55 6 1.6 " Ground Level - Overlap JK-1
JK=15 Sandblaster-2 9:55 12 0.75
JE-16 Pot. Tendér 9:58 22 0.17
JE-17 Sandblaster-2 10:01 6 - & D.L. Hole in filter - OVérlap J:
JK-18 Sandblaster—2 10:07 7 1.3 Ground Level
JE-19 Sandblaster-2 10:13 10 0.3 Blasting & of sample
JE=-20 Pot Tender 10:20 22 0.2, 11 mimites break
JE-21 Sandblaster-2 10:24 10 0.32 Entire sample break
JE=-22 Sandblaster-2 10:34 18 0.91 On man 1lift
JE-23  Pot Tender ~ 10:43 16 1.02
JK=24 Sandblaster-l 10:47 16 1.27 On ground
JE=-25 Blank _ — None
R A
-28- o
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" "APPENDIX C
“Table 1 (Contirmed)

TIME TOTAL TDIE
SAMPLE # OFERATOR ON (MDIU‘I’ES) FIBERS/cCC COMMENT
JK—26 Sandblaster—2  10:52 16 < D.L. On lift above #1
JK=-27 Sandblaster-1  11:01 6 0.38 #2 above on lift
JE-28 Pot Tender 11:00 17 0.40
JK-29 Sandblaster-l 11:07 11 0.67 #2 still above
JE-30 Sandblaster—2  11:09 1L 0.45 Blasting time: 9 min
JE=31 Pot Tender 11:18 8 £ D.L.
JK=32 Sandblaster-2 12:50 5 4 4 D.L. Blasting Bare Metal Area.
JK-33 Sandblaster-2  13:04 1 £ D.L. Man 1ift
JK=31 Sandblaster-l 13:09 5 0.95 Ground
Blasting time
JK-35 Sandblaster-2 13:17 7 0.60 On man lift 6 min
JK-36 Sandblaster—2 13:24 9 0.66 On 1lift
JE-37 Sandblaster—2  13:34 1L £ D.L On lift 7 min blastir,
JK-38 Sandblaster-2 13:48 17 0.32 Lift 11 min blastin
JE=39 Sandblaster-2 14:06 11 0:19 Lift
: Blasting over
JEK=-40 Sandblaster-2 14:17 17 0.40 Lift operator's hea
* (cat walk)

JE=41 Sandblaster-2 14:35 25 0.23 Lift 15 min blastin
JR=-42 Sandblaster-2 15:00 2 No count ) . '

. possible Lift 11 min blastir
JE-13 Sandblaster~2  15:21 15 0.46 Lift
JR-L Blani 0.01 fibers/field (100 fields)
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APPENDIX C
able 2.

Pot Tender.

Time Weighted Average Asbestos Exposure.

c

SAMPLE PIME(Min.) - PIBERS/CM° ~ CALCULATIONS
.JK-Z 7 o} - Average Exposure = _£CT = concentiraticn
' d
JE-4 37 0.35 1T of unssanmpled.
- JK-8 20 No count ' .
: TWA =  gCT = 97.5 = 0.20

JE-3 12 ° 480 . 480

JX-16 22 0.17 5
JE=20 22 0.24 = 0.2 fibers/ca”,

> .

JK-23 17 1.02 >a
JR-28 18 0.40

JX-31 8 0 C = fibers/ca’

Unsampled 18? 0.28% P = Tize (minutes)

Sandblaster. #1 Partial day time weighted average. -
c 3 .

SAMPLE TIME (Min.) PIBERS/CY CALCULATIONS

JK-1 27 0 No exposure between JK-6 and JK-24..

JX-3 20 0.49

JK-6 17 0.57 TWA = £CT =57.2 = 0.1 f/em>,

JK-24 16 1.27 480 480 >5n

JE-29 1 0.67 C = fibers/em

JEK-34 5 0.95
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T - Time (minutes)
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7 Table 2. (Contirmed)
’ Sandblasgter 2. Time Weighted Average Asbestos Exposure.
v
SAMPLE TIME (Min.) PIBERS/CM° CALCULATION
. J9K=5 11 MarTed *Avera.g;a exposure = £€CT = conceatratior-
JK=7 16 0.31 €7 of unsampled
e ° 0-63 TWA = £CT =. 130.4 = 0.27
JK-12 6 0.71 280 180
~ JK-13 8 1.4 .
JE-14 Overlap JK-15 = 0.3 fibers/cn’,
JK-15 12 0 25 n
JE-17 Overlap _ JK-15 C = Conceatration (fibera/cm3)
JK=-18 7 1.3
JK-19 10 0.3 T = Time (minutes)
JK=-21 11 0.32
JK-22 18 0.91 )
JK-26 16 0
JEK-30 17 0.45 -
JE-32 5 o
Jk-33 1 0
JK-~35 9 0.6
JK-36 9 0.66
JE=37 15 (o]
JE-38 17 0.32
JE-39 12 0.19
JK-40 17 0.40
JEK-41 12 0.23
JK-42 17 No count
JEK-43 25 0.46
Unsampled 52 0.38*%
* Average Expo'sure
E.0 > 5
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G. ATTACHEMENT II

quon Carbide Report of Cooperative Air Monitoring at
Village Grove Park.
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AIRBORNE ASBESTOS COUNTS
for

Textured Coatings of America, Inc.
(village Grove Trailer Park, Lots 19 and 20)
Corona, California

Date Sampled: December 17, 1976
Date Reported: April 1, 1977

Samples Collected By: B. L. Ingalls
Union Carbide Corporation

Samples Analyzed By: B. L. Ingalls & G. J. Spencer
Union Carbide Corporation

Reported By: H. B. Rhodes
Union Carbide Corporation

Union Carbide Corporation
Metals Division
Niagara Falls, New York

-32-
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OBJECTIVE
To measure the airborne asbestos fiber concentrations generated

during the removal of an asbestos-containing maintenance coating from a
sheet metal fence by sand-blasting.

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATION

The test was run at Village Grove Trailer Park, Lots 19 and 20 in
Corona, California. The park was surrounded by a galvanized metal fence about
5' high that had been painted about five years previously. The metal was first
primed and then painted with an alkyd-based maintenance coating containing
about 5% asbestos. The paint also contained mica, talc (non-tremolitic),
fiberglass, and perlite.

The sandblasting was done with a portable unit consisting of a
compressor and a blasting unit. The latter had a sand storage tank about
1' in diameter by 3 1/2' Tong which fed silica sand through a lever operated
control device and a heavy hose to a blast nozzle, under the control of the
operator. One man handled the blasting nozzle while the other operated the
compressor, assisted with the hoses, but primarily .operated a lever on the
sand delivery unit to keep the sand flowing. The nozzle operator wore a
conventional sand-blasting hood with air openings on the sides. .

During the blasting operation one man stood about 2' from the fence
and moved the nozzle, held about 3-6 inches from the fence, in short arcs
until the impinging sand removed the paint down to the base metal. Bonding
was excellent and it took at least several passes of the blast to remove
the paint. The material removed was finely pulverized. The bottom 1 1/2°
of the fence was not hand-blasted to avoid raising extraneous dust from the
dry ground at the base of the fence. The weather was clear and warm with a
1ight, variable breeze blowing from left to right in approximately the same
direction as the fence.

SAMPLE COLLECTION

The following types of samples were collected during the test:

1. Background samples prior to testing were collected at the
fence, ~4 1/2' from the ground about 100' apart. (Spanned
the section to be sand-blasted.) (G-16 & F-44)

2. A sample about 40' downwind, on the fence about 5' above
the ground, during the last 25 minutes of sand-blasting.(G-3)

3. Pérsonal samples on an observer in an area generally 25-35'
from the blasting operation and approximately perpendicular
to the blasting. (A-86, A-81, J-89)

4. Personal samples on both the helper and the sand-blasting
operator. All operator samples were external to the hood
except X-2.

Helper - G-48, X-8, C-15, X-4
Operator - D-71, X-14, G-34, X-2, X-3

-33-
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COUNTING EQUIPMENT AND PROCEDURES

A1l samples were collected with battery-powered air pumps (M.S.A.),
calibrated to 2 liters per minute on Millipore membrane filters of 0.8u porosity.
The samples were mounted and counted in accordance with the procedure of Bayer,

- Zumwalde, and Brown (Bureau of Occupational Safety and Health, February 1969).
Counting was done with a Nikon microscope at 400X utilizing a Poton reticle
with a 0.0062 mm field area. One hundred fields were counted for all samples.

These samples proved to be particularly difficult to count. Out
of the total of nine personal samples from the blast operator and the helper,
six were loaded with dust to a level where filter areas were frequently
obscured. When such an area occurred, the counter went on to another field.
There is no way to tell how this may have influenced the results. Our normal
practice in this situation is to resample, but considering the difficulties
this would entail, the filters were used.

In addition to this problem, the nature of the samples puts an
extreme strain on the method. Thus:

1. Fiber concentrations were low with 0.58 fibers/field the
maximum and 0.2 fibers/field more or less typical. This
is well below the 1-5 fibers/field range recommended by NIOSH.

2. The fibers counted were in the 5-15u range so that the "5y
decision" was a frequent requirement.

3. There were substantial concentrations of mica "chips" present.
These can generally be recognized as not asbestos but certain
shapes around 5u in length can become undistinguishable.

These factors of low fiber concentration on the filter, filter size
distribution, and potentially interfering "fibers" result in a high degree of
operator discretion in the determination of the total number of asbestos fibers
counted. When this possible variation is combined with the short sample times
substantial variations can result.

In view of these uncertainties, a modification was made in the
procedure to report two categories of fiber:

1. Obvious chrysotile asbestos. Either long and curved, or
distinctly thin and slightly curved in the 10-20u range.

2. Possible asbestos fiber: Particles which did not have obvious
identifying asbestos features but met the L/D >3, >5u require-
ments and were dark and fiberlike under phase-contrast illumination.

When there was any doubt about a fiber's identity, it was included in the
appropriate class. The total of both classes would be the value ordinarily
reported as asbestos. Particles which were obviously not asbestos were not
counted. This would include such things- as unbroken fiberglass, mineral flocks =~ ~
with non-parallel sides, and particulate that appeared bright under phase
contrast. It should be noted that the only known source of asbestos in this
formulation was the 5% by weight chrysotile. (Note that the 2% asbestos.
figure reported by DOSHA in Appendix B is in error.)

-34-
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A description of each sample and the respective fiber concentrations
are shown in Table I. The data obtained by Counter A are presented graphically
in Figure I. Where paired results are available Counter B was high six times
and Counter A three- times. The differences, without regard to sign ranged
from 0.1 to 1.1 fibers/cc and averaged 0.3 fibers/cc. In view of the counting
difficulties on these slides we consider this to be good agreement for operators
in the same laboratory counting the same slides.

The operation of the sand-blasting equipment was too erratic to
provide a meaningful estimate of operator TWA exposure for normal oper-
ation. Using just the time periods during the actual blasting operations, the
time-weighted averages were:

10)(2.2)+(11)(3.2)+(8 3;28 . . . .
Operator - (10)(2.2)+( )g]0)2?%]g£(8)+2;£}2%§;768)+(22)(] 76) . ]42568- 2.2 fibers/cc >5u

Hel - 10)(1.03)+(23)(1.1 . 14)(0.15)+(22)(0.06) _ 39.02 .
sTper (o ) ((]%§+(§%§£(1%§+(22g+( (¢ ) - 690 = 0.6 fibers/cc >5u

The measured TWA exposure for this particular 8-hour day would then be:

Operator - l%gagé = 0.3 fibers/cc >5u

Helper -  39.02
480

0.08 fibers/cc >5u

. oo~
(S (A N
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JABLE 1

SUMMARY OF ATRBORME ASBESTOS FIBCR COUNTS DURING

SAND-BLASTTNG OF ASGFSTUS-CONTAININS MAINTENANEE COATING
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Afrborne Fiber Concentrations {Fibers/ce >5y)

Operator °A" Operator 8"

Sample Data Obvious Possible Total ota
. Time Chrvsotile Asbestos Ashestos Asbestos
Description of Operation Total fibers fibers fibers fibers
Ro. On Off _Min, 100 fields ffec 100 fields f/cc 100 fields f/cc 100 ficlds f/cc Comments
Pretest Controls
On fence, left side of G-16 10:35 10:56 21 0 -0 2 0.07 2 0.07. - -
area to be sand-blasted.
~4 1/2* above ground.
On fence, ~100' from G-16. F-44 10:42 10:5% 17 0 0 ('] 0 0 0 2 0.08
~5* above ground.
Personal sample on observer A-86 10:39 10:52 13 0 0 2 0.1 2 0.1 4 0.21
~25' {rom fence and moving
paraliel to fence.
Observer (During Sand-Blasting) - o TmmmEmm e
Personal sample on observer A-81 11:12 11:18 6 0 0 1 0.09 1 0.09 T . -
~20-30* from fence and moving 11:25 11:27 2
parallel to fence. 8
Same as A-B1. J-89 12:26 12:52 26 0 [+} 1 0.03 1 0.03 - -
Area sanple on fence. §° 6-3  1:35 2:00 25 ? 0.18 22 0.61 29 0.7 -2 0.6
above ground and ~40° down- .
wind, (In lieu of observer)
Melper (burina Sand-8lasting) ST TTTTTT T T
Personal sample. Assisting G-48 11:10 11:18 8 1 0.07 14 0.87 15 1.03 9 0.6
with hoses. Operating sand 11:24 11:26 2
feeding equipment. 10 .
TSame as G-48, . X-8 12:25 12:48 23 10 0.3 18 0.54 28 0.84 60 1.8 Heavily loaced; ha
- - - 45 1.35 to count second s!
Same as G-48. c-15 1:08 1:22 14 1 0.05 2 0.10 3 0.15 - -
Same as G-48. X-4 1:36 1:58 22 0 ] 2 0.06 2 0.05 8 0.3
Blasting Operator (Durinc Sand-Blasting)
Personal semple. Operator p-71 11:10 11:18 8 7 0.48 25 1.72 2 2.2 - - Heavily loaded, ha:
handling sand-blasting 17:24 N:26 2 to count.
nozzle, standing~2' from
fence.
Same as D-71. X-14 12:25 12:36 N 13 " 0.82 30 1.88 43 2.70 - - Heavily loaded; ha:
- - - - 58 3.64 75 4.70 to count second 5!
Same as D-71. &~ 12:38 12:46 8 5 0.43 3 2.84 38 .28 k] 3.36 Heavily loaded; ha:
to count.
Same a5 D-71 except -2 1:08 1:22 14 8 03 2 1.8 X 1.8 - - e .
inside of hood.
Same as D-71. x-3 1:36 1:88 22 21 0.66 k] 1.10 - 56 1.76 83 1.66 . *
-
~, -
vood)
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H. ATTACHMENT III

Protocol of Cooperative Air Monitoring Test at Kerr-McGee,
Trona, California.

-~ - p

A oUdoo
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UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION .« METALSDIVISION . P.0.BOX579 . NIAGARA FALLS,N.Y.14302 - TEL:716-278-3376

January 13, 1978

Mr. James Heacock

Occupational Health Section
California Department of Health
2151 Berkeley lWay

Berkeley, CA 94704

Dear Mr. Heacock:

The suggested protocol for the cooperative test that we discussed in your
office is attached. As you requested, it has been set up so that the
Department does the actual sample collection. .

Plans are well along to conduct the test on one or more large tanks in the
Trona area that have been coated with zinc-rich primer. The only hold up

is satisfactory verification of composition of the primer. We-would 1like

to go ahead and plan to conduct this test during the week of January 23, 1978,
preferably on Tuesday the 24th.

Please let me know if this is satisfactory so we can finalize on a date and
the other arrangements.

In view of the time that has passed since the original hearings and the

number of new people involved, it seems appropriate to comment on two

questions relevant to the previous testing results reported in a letter of

June 1, 1977 from Jerome A. Lockner, M.D. to the Honorable Jack R. Fenton, i.e.:

1. The appropriateness‘of sandblasting as a representative
test method.

2. The accuracy of the previous counts.

We have been informed by a large manufacturer of the high-performance mainten-
ance coatings of particular interest here that certain of these coatings are
sandblasted as a routine procedure. Usually it is a 1ight "brush" blasting

to remove rust spots and loose coating but occasionally complete removal takes
place. Sandblasting thus represents an extreme condition and should thus be

a reasonable way to approximate the upper limits of exposure.

l-‘-"\ R ] A
VAN RS

-
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Mr. James Heacock -2- . January 13, 1978

As we discussed several times, in the test where Cal/0SHA and Union Carbide
collected side-by-side samples during a sandblasting operation, both

laboratories found asbestos counts of several fibers/cc or more when counting

by the routine NIQSH procedure. It is well recognized that the procedure

has very serious limitations for dusts of the type generated during sandblasting.
Subsequent examination by Union Carbide of several of the filters using scanning
electron microscope techniques suggested that both laboratories may have counted
substantial numbers of non-asbestos particles as asbestos and that free asbestos
fibers were extremely rare.

Over the past year the Federal OSHA Laboratory at Salt Lake City has adopted
more sophisticated optical techniques to distinguish asbestos from other
particulate matter and are quite possibly the most skilled laboratory in the
country in this area. I have discussed our problem with the Director,

Mr. Floyd Madsen, and he is agreeable to count a reasonable number of samples.
It will be appropriate for you to make a written request for this assistance
at the time the samples are submitted.

Please let me know if you have any problems with this propcsal.. We are looking
forward to participating in what appears to be the first carefully defined
test of asbestos exposure in this type of application.
It was a pleasure meeting with you and the others in Berkeley. .
Very truly yours,

W-B. [hpreies

Harrison B. Rhodes
Technology Manager

HBR/rmm
Attachment
l_:“ "| l\,-‘ \.} (W
«39-
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TEST PROTOCOL

OBJECTIVE

The objective of this test is to measure the airborne concentration of asbestos
fibers generated during the removal of a non-resilient maintenance coating by
sandblasting. The site selection, test operation, sample collection, and sample
analysis will be carefully planned in advance so that meaningful results are
obtained.

WORKING ARRANGEMENTS

The selection of the test site and provision for the sandblasting operator and
equipment are the responsibility of the Union Carbide Corporation with the choices
subject to approval by the Department of Health. It is intended that the Department
of Health and Union Carbide will each have at least one qualified person at the

site to work out a mutually acceptable sample collection strategy in accordance

with the general guidelines under “Sample Collection Strategy".

Sample collection will be performed by the Department of Health. After collection
is completed, a validated summary sheet of the collection data will be prepared
with a copy for both participants. In order to expedite matters, the cassettes
will be packaged and sent immediately by registered mail to:

Mr. Floyd Madsen, Director
OSHA Laboratory
390 Wakara Way
Salt Lake City, Utah 84108

The Department will send a confirming letter to Mr. Madsen requesting them to
analyze the samples. He has been alerted and is expecting to receive 10-30 'samples.
When analysis is complete, the OSHA Laboratory will provide both participants with
a copy of the results.

TEST SITE AND OPERATION CRITERIA

The following criteria apply to test site selection:

1. Reasonably representative of a substantial commercial use
of the product.

2. Large enough to allow for several hours of dust generation.

3. Reasonably unambiguous definition of the composition of the
asbestos-containing material being handled and an asbestos
content in the upper part of the range of contents of interest.

4. Sandblasting will be done with regular commercial equipment and
materials by a professional operator in a manner that is accepted
commercial practice.

-40-
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SAMPLE COLLECTION STRATEGY

As noted previously, it is intended that the Cal/OSHA and Union Carbide representatives
at the site work out the most appropriate sampling strategy with the following
special provisions to be met:

1. Personal breathing zone samples will be taken on the operator and
the helper (if present) that are subject to the highest exposures.
In addition to samples collected during the actual operations, a
reasonable number of samples will be collected before and after
operation to permit an estimate of the 8-hour time-weighted average
exposure.

2. Area samples upwind and downwind will be taken before, during and
after the dust generation operation.

ADDED NOTE

The Union Carbide Corporation is participating in a national round-robin study

of the NIOSH collection and analytical procedure. It has been agreed that we may
have an observer wearing a pair of pumps moving in the immediate vicinity of the

dust generation operation. Care will be taken that there is no interference with
the test. These samples will be entered into the round-robin and since they will
be counted by only the standard NIOSH procedure, the results are not relevant to

the present tests.

SAMPLE ANALYSIS . S -

A1l sample cassettes will be shipped unopened to the Federal OSHA Compliance
Laboratory at Salt Lake City.

-47.
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