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It nas been known for yea wnat some persons 

working im asbestos production were prone to develop a 

G€isablins lung disease. In time, this condition became 

xnOwWN as asbestosis and was related to exposure to high 

concentrations of asbestos dust. With further experience, it 

was Tound thay men could work with asbestos without development 

oF lung cisease if dust concentrations were kept below a 

certain level. 

has been generally accepted tnat a worker will not F
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Sevelos asbestosis if he is exposed to no more than 5 millicn 

parvicies per cubic foot of air, even if this exposure con- 

inues Tor his tire working lifetime. Although no cases of 

asbestosis are known to have occurred when exposures have 

deen maintained at or below this level, the ACGIH (which sets 

sas threshold limit value (TLV) in the U. S. A.) has 

incgicavead twney intend to lower the TLV for asbestos to 

2miliion parvicles per cubic foot in an effort to increase 

evy Tactor incorcoretec in the limit. The U. S. 

wment of Labor nas alreecy issued a regulation under 

heaiy Act vlacing tne TLV for asbestos at 2 c
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million parcvicles per cubic foot for public contracts in 

whicn wney nave jurisdiction. This concentration of dust 

ineraicy mov visiole in tne average work area unless 4 
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beam of Light causing a Tyndall effect is cresent. Usuells 

tne cust concentravion must be frem 8-10 million particles 

per cuibe foot (MPPC?) before its presence it visible in 

Several. years ago, it was reported that there was an 

inerease in the incidence of cancerous tumors, especially 

of tne lung, associated with asbestosis. Recently there 

have been reports of some cancers occurring in individuels 

. 
exposed vo asbestos dust, but who nave not developed clinical 

asdesvosis, It is believed by most authorities that these 

cascs nave oeen associated wi exovosures significantly 

ancer named mesotneliome has been noted to 

mm. 

recent years. The oO
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vamors, wnile rather few in number to dete, may occur in 

&52inSt mesothelioma, and it is quite cossible that 2 MePcF 

wot, €lther, Research on che srobdl Ze 4 em continues, 

Control of asbestos dust exvosure is thererore necessary 

Phe contre methods are the standard ones applicable vo 2 

Variety of custy operations.Tney include closed flow systems,
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Sometimes used to improve the nancling characteristics of 

otnerwise dusty material n
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C
e
t
 within the Threshold Limit Value is impractical 

available for the protection of the employee. A vcrogram 

of environmental monitoring is highly desirable to determine 

wnat Threshold Limit Values are nov being exceeded. In paper 

uring, it would be desirable to know the Gust con- 

vations where the asbestos is cumped from bags into the. 

pulp Siurry. Concentrations should also be determined where 
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ms a a er 3+ 4 2472SR0.2 Limit Value, 

otvner Gucts encountered in industry, 

L206 25 other such dusts ene iv can be used sarely
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