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File 

The attached bulletin is the latest information on the hair dryer 
situation. Basically, the CPSC has made a preliminary determination that a 
hazard may exist and is conducting a public information program. Most of the 
manufacturers are voluntarily moving to stop manufacture of such dryers and 
offering to replace at least the part containing the asbestos insulation. The 
situation is well described in the CPSC's own words: 

"The inclusion of a hair dryer model on this Vist does not 
represent a determination by the Commission of whether the 
model presents a health hazard. In the exercise of its statutory 
duty to inform consumers, the Commission is notifyina the 
public of which models are believed to contain asbestos. In 
that way, consumers will be assisted in making decisions, as to 
their own actions, while further testing is proceeding to deter- 
mine the nature of any attendant hazard that may be present. 
The Commission also notes that the information on this ist was 
supplied by the manufacturers and private labelers of the dryers 
and has not been independently verified by the Commission ar its 
staff." (Emphasis added) 

The technical information that we have seen shows that the asbestos 
levels present from dryer use are far below the levels that can be measured _ 
by the QSHA procedures for occupational exposure. The dryers are also used 
only a few minutes at a time so average exposures would be even lower. The 
NIOSH testing upon which the CPSC is planning to make a final decision is now 
expected to be completed in August. 

In specific response to the Tomoe question, I do not see any dryers 
manufactured in Japan with resin compounded with asbestos that are affected. 
The closet approach to this would appear to be a couple of Clairol models that 
use a "resin impregnated asbestos-based paper as a decorative element in the 
intake airstream, but not the heated airstream." 

AB Nhaebtes 
HBR: dal H. B. Rhodes 
Attachment 
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