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Enclosed im an article given to us by a local doctor. If you haven't
seen it, I thought you might /e interested.
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e and Deadly New Cancer Among Asbestos Workers

theastern part of the Sials
y sent a questoonalre,
ing the hospitals Lo report
mesotheliomas disgnosed
ween 1958 and 1963.

sck carnf 43 documented
es of the!disease, only 11
which could not be traced
abestos exposure.

en victims of the disease
td out to be men who
ked in oasbestos plants.
it were people who Uved
 asbestor plants most of
p lives. Three were mem-
' of families who had one
nore asberto § worker
bers — a three-year-old
whose father was an aa.
)8 engimeer, = nursge
e father has worked for
ary In an sabestox plant

of edtlon fiber and nsbestos.

{s the most recent one — con-
ducted by a taam of doctors
working out of Middlens
Gencral Hosplital in New
Rrunswick, N.J., a few milm

who worked ay agbostos inst.
lators in & shipyard.
DEATRS .
Of 10 deaths which seemed
"questionable” ashestos ex.
posures, two turned out 1 be
almost blzarre. Ope way o
§wiss cheesemaker, who
worked alrost his entire life
around s large boiter cov-
ered with asbestos insslation
that flaked off at the touch.
Another was 8 worker In s
brewsry, where {t turned out
that beer Is flitered through
pulp Glters made essentisily

The most cogvincing study

bestos plant, ono that am.
ploys 5000 workers.

in the paxt three years, no
fewer than 19 cacet of me-
sothelioms passed through
Middleses Gemeral. Only twad
of the 19 were pot wurkers at
the voatby asbestos plant,
ooe & woman who apparently
inhated asbestos dust io laun-
dering: hor - Musband’s work
clotbos, Ute Mecond a spinster
who lived ope bipck from the

A relalively 'new” dig-
egye, mesothellomas (8 aiso
one pl 1he most dilficalt djs-
eavey W0 confroot modern
medicine. -

It is atmost impesaible to
troat. Middlesex Genersl's
Dr. Maxwell Borow says (hat

& woman with two song

from the natios’s larpest s¢

even the most potent anti-
cancer drugs have po effect

an it. About all that radiation
treatmenty do, he says, |s
remove some of the fluid that
builds up in the lungs from
the digease.

. FATAL

“The disease (s 100 vervent
fatal,”” Dr. Borow atates,
“and usoslly taskes Jess than
& year.afler diagnosis to run
its course.”

Nobody knows why it st-
tacks yome asbestod workers

and not others, or wity some

victime of the dizease get it
after an apparenuy mild ex-

posure to asbestos. The Unl-

versity of Michigat school of

medicie cites one cose of a

man who was exposed to as-
bestos for about a month

while he insulsted his house.
Six years later, he was dead
of mesathelioma.

Even the nature of the ats-
ease 1s litle understood,
White it" s generally known
that the disease attacks the
lining of ths chest and shdo-
men, nobody knows how it
gets there.

When ashestos dust is in-
haled, the fibers get trapped
in the hings, where they form
gummy deposits. This ex-
plamrs how asbestosls PRets
started, and pethaps even
tung cancer. Qoe ihwaty @
that the Fummy substance
builds up around the msbestos
fiber lodged .In the Jung can
cause canper elsewhare in
the body. But how dnes it do
1t? Nobody knows,

Beepuse it §y such a new
and fittle understood discase,

ing some aetlous soclal and
econamic problems.

No State lsts the disease
in Itz workmen’s ‘compensa-
ton jaws, s0 nobady afflicted
with it can be paid damages
for his affliction, Even now,
the {iyst test cases are in the
courts, where.they may con-
ceivably stay for the next
Iive ta 10 years,

The fact that nobedy Xnows
how much exposure o asbey-
108 can bring on the disease
has created cotitroversy, (o0,

Most lawx stipulate that as.
bestas workers be in an envi-
remment where there is ne
more than five milion part).
clex of asbestos dust por ona
tubic fool of air — a regula-
tion that many In the asbes.
toy Industry {fought years to

mesoihcloma is also treat-

get approved. Aseocioted Pre v
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