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Un the telepuons recently, 1 told you that employaes working with

asbestos did not need annual medical surveillance unless they had ten Yyears
sxposurs. This 12 in errer. 1 am enclosing a copy of the page of the asbestos
standard that includes the information on medical surveillance.

»s 1 read the standard, employees that ara going to work with

asbestos must have & preplacement exanination., 1f they continue to work
with asbestos they shouid be examined sanually, Lf they vork with asbestos

for 10

years or longer, sputum cytology alaec is required, 7To Wy knowlaedge

the ashestos wedical surveillance progr _condgc:ed by the Medical Department
for both Inetitute Plant employees and Conseruction lapartxent emp{gzg:g/;
satiasfies the requiremants of the standard,

In regard to the smployees that you told me sbout wio worked with

asbestos for several wmontha and who Liad asked for examiuation, it is my opinion
that annual axam{nations on thess employees is not necesssry for the following
reasonst Assuming that &ll of these employees have had preplacement exacinstions,
that vequirement has been satisfied, In that tiey are 20 longer working with
ashestos, they don't need annual swaninations as I interpret the stsudard.
liowever, all of these euployees voluntarily will be ahla to participate in the
Institute Plant Medical Department's Hultiphasic jiealth Screening Progras
biennially vhick is a moxe thorough exsmination than thae one required for
asbastos smedical surveillancs. Unless thess young employees are continuing

to work in asbastos, I ssa no Teason why they should be included in an annual
wadicsl surveillancs program for asbestos.

The Fedical Departmect erpects to start thce annual wedical

surveillance for ashestos workers sbout 1 Hay 7¥9. It would be appreciated
1f you would provide ne vith u list of all Construction Lepartoent employeee
vho are contianuiug to work with snsulation wmaterials, in the sandllasting
operation snd any other individuals who may be having continuing exposure

to ssbestos.
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Vary truly yours,

RECE1V ED
MAR 201979
G. F. HURLEY

Plant edical hirector
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