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To: Medical Advisory Panel ATA/20/1/4/HAS 
6 June 1984 

ASBESTOS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

68 GLOUCESTER PLACE, 
LONDON, WIH 3HL 
TEL: 01-486 3528/9 

With Compliments 
Extracts from annual reports of the South African National Centre for Occupational 
Health - for 1982 p.32/4 and for 1983 p.14/5 - showing a total of 1228 confirmed 
mesothelioma cases over a period of 26 years. 
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The panel and the register have been in existence for 
approximetcly : 

16 years. With a few exceptions the panel has met in Johannesburg 

once or tuice a year to examine and discuss cases referred to it as 

mesothclionas. More reeently slides and details of current cases have 

_been circulated to panel members and this has vesulted in earlicr diagnos
is 

and also allowed wore time for discussien of difficule 
cascs at the 

pnuel meeting as it nas noc been necessary to re-examine
 cases on 

which chere has been agreement. 

After the ‘last. panel meeting when 108 cases were reviewed the
 findings” , 

ure as followsi- (The cases of mesotheliom have been collected over 

the last 25 years} 

MESOTHEL TOMA REGISTER 

AS AT OCTOBER 1982 

. Occupation Number Percentage 

Mining 235 20,9 

Cobbing 45 4,0 

SAR & H 70 6,3. 

Transport 7 0,6 . 

‘ Lagging , 35 3,1 , 

Building 22 2,0 

Other Industries . 62 5,5 

Asbéstos Cement 3 1,2 

Environment 178 15,9 

Unkown/Not available 453 40,4 

120 99, 
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An additiotmals 2 cases were diagnused as prebabbe maga theL 
toma 

2 cases were diagnosed as possible mesotheliows 

S$ cases vere diagnosed as ‘other tusvurs! 

2 cases were deferred for further investigations 

2 exses were diagnosed as ‘no tusvur! 

2 cases had inadequate tissue 

PPRAVALENCE OF MESOTIIRLTOMA IN INDUSTRY 

Exposure No Ea 

Environmental 78 26.7 ; 

Nining 235 35.2 : 

Hand cobbing 45 0, 6.7 ; 

Railways ~~ 70 10.5 

Other industries 62 9.3 

Lagging 35 5.2 

Building 22 3.3 

Asbestos cement 13 $.9 

Transport . 7 .. 10 ‘ 

6799-8 
. 

The percentages have been adjusted to 
the first deciml place. Although 

hand cobbing has been prohibited by regulation 
from the Government Mining 

Engineer cases giving a history of this occupation 
still present thémsetves. 

Ic is hoped that eventually che cases in which 
there has been environmental 

exposure will become less because of the prohibition 
of stacking to 

atmosphere in the mills, Fencing of dumps, and 
prohibiting the use of . 

asbestos tailing as a road base. 

Cases (rom the South African’ Railways and Har
bours should also become 

less as asbestos is no longer used for lagging on the remaining st
eam 

locomotives in use. 
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Alehough there are claias that cases of mesuthelion: 
de nok oceuc in 

cectiin asbestos cement manuEacturing in
dustries 13 cases have been 

associaced with exposure to asbestos in th
is industry in Seuth Afcica. 

South African experience is that the mijority of cases of mesetheliom 

are associated with exposure to crocidolite,
 a Few to anosite and possibly 

an occassiunal case to chrysotile. 

The present Panel consists of: 

Prof. C.J. Uys 

Prof. I.W. Simson 

Prof. I, Webster 

. Prof. B.D. Middlecote 

Dr. B. Goldstein 

"A study of the lymphocytic infiltration of pleural meso
theliomas has been 

made during 1982, correlating its presence, to a significant degree, with 

favourable or unfavourable prognosis and survival in patients dr
awn from 

the Mesothelioma Register of the N.
C.0.R. 

The article appeared in the S.A.M.J. in September 1982 an
d drew numerous 

requests for reprints from all over the world. . 

A wore extensive follow-up of all survivors in the study will be mde later 

in 1983. 

The morphological assessment of lymphocytic infiltration coul
d be incorporated 

into an overall prognostic index (after Pomerany) in the total assessment of 

mesothelioma biopsy, or operative specimens. 

eusge? 
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EXTRACT. FRO ASBESTOS TUMOUR REPERENCR PANEL 

Neo Rereel. AND THE NATIOSAL HESOUHIALTOUA RECIS
TER Page 14/15 NCOH 1985 

. The panel and the register 
have been in existence for 

approximately 17 

yours. Jith Few exceptions the pun
ck hus met in Johannesburg 

once of 

twice a year to exumine 
and discuss cases referr

ed to it as ponsible 

mesotheliomas. Slides and details of curre
nt cascs have been circulat

ed 

ro panel members at int
ervals and this has res

ulted in earlier dLlagnosis 

and also allowed more time 
for discussion of difticule 

cases at che 

panel meeting as it has 
not been necessary CO re

-examine cases on which 

there has been agreemen
t. 

At the last panel mactin
g 119 causes wore reviewe

d, One case was a 

deferral Frou the previous m
eeting aud was now diagnosed

 as an adano~ 

caccinona. Another case was deferre
d as the slides were not 

available. 

The remaining 117 cases 
were diagnosed as: 

m7 

Definite mesctheliona 
106 NATONAG CENTRE F 

Probable mcsoth::Lioma 2 oce vPATIONA! Healt 

Possible nesotheliona 
é OHANNES BURG 

Other tumour 
a 

Inadequate tissue - 3 

The definite and probable m
esotheliomas registered so 

far were thea 

clossified according to 
occupation. 

MESOTHELIOMA REGISTER 
a 

*AS AT OCTOBER 1983 

Occupation 
Number Percentage 

Mining 255 20,8 

Cobbing 
45 3,7 

SAR & H 
72 5.9 

Transpore 
8 0,7 

Lagging 37 3,0 

Building 
22 1,8 

Other Industries 
74 6,0 

i 

Asbestos Cement 
5 1,2 

i 

Environmeot 
190 15,5 

. 

Unknown/Not available 510 41,5 

12238 
. 

*These cases have been 
collected over the Last

 25 years 
| 

‘unc present Panel consi
stes of? 

prof. C.J. Uys. 

Prof. I.W. Simson 

Prof. I. Webster 

Prof. B.D. Middiecote 

pr, B. Goldstein 
. 

cesses 
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