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25 April 1984

PLAINTIFF'S EXHIBIT

ASBESTOS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION

63 GLOUCESTER PLACE, uc-3321
LONDON, WIH 314L
TEL: 01-486 3528/9

With Compliments

Herewith copies of comments from Dr. Murray and Dr. Rao re "New Scientist™ item on

tl:\e US National Research Council study on "Non Occupational Health Risks of Asbestiform
Flb?&S". Also enclosed is an extract from AIA/NA News & Notes which indicates where
coples of the report can be obtained.
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A committee of the National Research Council - National Acad-
emy of Sciences issued a 334-page report earlier this month
on "Nonoccupational Health Risks of Asbestiform Fibers." <This

study was conducted under a contract from the Environmental
Protection Agency. Lester Breslow, School of Public Health,
Unaversity of California, served as chairman of the committee.

The report is replete with stress on the highly uncertain ex~
tent of risk from nonoccupational exposure to asbestiform
fibers in air to human health. For example, at one Jjuncture
the statement is made that estimating the extent of health
risk from such low exposures is "fraught with uncertainty.”
The committee then proceeds to make a quantitative estimate

of the risk of excess lung cancer and mesothelioma that
“might" occur in persons breathing low.levels of asbestos in
the air. Based on the committee's estimated level of exposure
to 0.0004 £/cc for a 73-year lifetime, "approximate" risk of
10 excess deaths in a million is predicted {nine mesotheliomas
and one lung cancer). The committee’ then emphasized: “Because
of the great reliance on assumption and on clearly deficient

exposure and effects data, the committee views these risks es-
timates as guides to the gualitative assessment of non-occupa~
tional health risks from asbestos and asbestiform fibers '~ not
a@s definitive estimates of the amount of disease to be antici-

pated.”

A part of the committee's mandate from EPA was to also evaluate
the public health risk from fibrous minerals other than asbes-
tos and from the man-made substitutes, such as rcek wool and
{ibrous glass. The concern is that the asbestos look-alikes
alsc might be carcinogens because they have many of the same

bhysical properties as asbestos.

Results of scientific studies of the man
mostly fibrous glass, have been "eguivocal,"”

The term
includes all of them for purposes of the st

“"asbestiform fibers”
udy.

-made asbestiform fibers,

the report pointed

out. These materials have not been in use nearly as long as as-
bestos; concentrations in the workplace have been lower, and
fewer workers have been exposed. Studies done before 1980 did
not, in fact, suggest any serious health risks at all. But the

studies done after 1980 begin to tell a g

ifferent story. Most

of them report “excess" lung cancer deaths; that is, more lung

cancer deaths than one would expect to find
not implicated. The evidence is neithe

if the fibers were
r clear nor consistant,

howaver, and the results of long-term mortality studies are not

yet in.

s.-~EOPies of the Acddémy's"répoit may be obtainted from the Na-
. == tional Academy Press, Room 700, 2100 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., o
~a. . Washington, D,Q:;_20418/(202) 334~3113 at a cost of $22.50 each. -
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Consultant «n CCeupationa! Heatrer,

120 YEMPLE CHAMBERS, TEMPLE AVENUE, LONDDN EC2Y 0D7
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Sir Neville Stack

Asbestos International Association,

68 Gloucester Place
London W1H 3HL -
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13th March 1984,
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re: Asbestos Risks - New Scientisb/{ 16 Februarv 1984

Thank you for sending me this typical extr&é; from New Scientist.
I like "cancer - though probably not very often”. It is like
saying that the maid servant was only slightly pregnant.

I do mot know the study by the National Research Council in the
United States and I think it would be important to have a look
at this study before commenting on the "marked increase" among

young children.
Kind regards

Yours sincerely

Dr. Robert Murray
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The Director,

Asbestos International Assocmatlon,
68, GLOUCESTER PLACE,

LONDOX

e

Dear Sir, ,,,-,2' iy

Enclosed are my comments on "Asbestos Risks" from ‘New

Scientist® 16th Fedb '84, circulated through AIA circular
. o No.aIn/20/1/4/HAS gt 1st March, 1984,

Mesotheliomas in chil@ren were described before

commercial use of Asbestos and none of them were

proved to be Asbestos relsted on the basis of

postmortem studies. (K. Browne).

Latent period for Mesothelioma in Asbestos exnosed
population is 30 years, hence, if Mesothelioma
reccrded in young children could not be due to
Asbestos exposure. (Shortest latent period for
Mesothelioma in Asbestos workers are 13.3 yrs -
Hobbs 1980).

Further details, for the basis to say children's
lungs may be specially sensitive to result in
Mesothelioma are reguired.

T

Hence, I will appreciate if you can provide a e
copy of study by the Ksztional Research Council ‘“*;:P_

U.S., which mzres the above statement. AR

Ao

Thenking you, CIHEJCKII

. /\I.’/}/ /)fra.-{l
Cordially yours .

DR.S.P.VIVEKCHALIDRA RAO
Medical Surveillance Unit.

CGS59

REGD. OFFICE: SANATNAGAR, HYDERABAD-500 018. (INDIA)}
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