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Attenti

on: Mr. Richard Wilkins

Subject:

General Industrial Safety Orders Section 5208, Asbestos and

Section 5155, Threshold Limit Values

Pursuant to your letter of January 29 addressed to E. A, Piersall of

Union C

arbide Corporation, the following are our comments regarding the

propose

d Asbestos standard for review by the Industrial Safety Board.

AAA

Section 5208(g)(2) requires that caution labels be affixed to =

all waste as well as other products containing Asbestos Tibers.

It must be recognized that the OSHA regulations were not

specifically concerned with mining operations and therefore did

not consider the problems of ore tailings piles. It is obviously

not possible to package and label the large quantities of material

/ (/ «-;'/

in ore tailings. The piles can be treated to minimize dusting and

- ____——-—-—-

posted if necessary. Ve suggest that tallings piles te

specifically exempt from the labeling provision although they

should be subject to the posting of caution signs if excess

airborne concentrations exist.

In Paragraph 5208(h) medical examinations are required "within

thirty days of effective date of this regulation for existing
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employees.'" This could be interpreted to require an additional

examination for existing employees who had been previously

foees; e/ examined within a relatively short period. We suggest that this

sentence be revised to read 'Such examination should be given

within thirty days of the effective date for existing employees

who have not had such an examination within one year."

Y

ccc Also in Paragraph 5208(h)(2) it is required that records be

kept of employees showing the date of the employee's first date

of exposure to Asbestos Fibers. 1In a case of an employee who

/9(&4'J¢/ has previously worked elsevhere, we will not necessarily be able

to obtain an adequate and verified record of his previous

employment. We can keep con record what the employee listed in

his application. We would have no way of determining where or

when he may have first been exposed to Asbestos Fibers except for

the statement made by the employee as he was hired.

DDD Lastly, the OSHA regulation included a paragraph on waste disposal

/%% pes. 42 Which you may wish to include in the State Regulations.
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