PLAINTIFF’S EXHIBIT

16251 Streer, NW. UC-3663

Washington DC 20006

202-872080
© QOrganization Resources Memorandum
Counselors,Inc.
September 27, 1982
TO: ORC Occupational Safety and Healih Group

ORC Asbestos Task Force
FROM: Darrell K. Mattheis

SUBJECT: New Safety Limits for Asbestos

Recently ORC received a copy of a news release from the Health
& Safety Executive of the British Health and Safety Commission
concerning tighter future limits for exposure to asbestos. Tbhe
Commission mekes the point that their pew limits are not
"absolutely safe levels", for it is as yet nol clear that a
"safe" level of exposure exists.

Atitached for your information is a copy of the news release
discussed above. It is to be noted that the English have
recommended & three level approach to controlling ‘exposure to
asbestos. One reason thet this is feasible is the generally
accepted premise that Britain has little if any crocidolite.
The U.S., on the other hand, has used a considerable amocunt of
crocidolite in the past; and it continues to be used 'in varying
amounts today.

(sl st

Darrell K. Mattiheis

DKM /sel
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New Safety Limits for Asbestos

The Bealtb and Safety Commissiop 1s to iptroduce wuch tighter econtrol
liasts for Asbestos from 1 Januaty 1963. Work 1s te be undertaken to 1dentily
what furtber measures Zap be taken.

At 1ts wesiing op 26 August tde Commission decided that the limit for
ssbestos in geveral use (chrysotile or shire asbastos) should be balved to
] f/ml. Tbe lixit for amosits (brovo asbestos) will be quartered to 0.5 f/ml
and the strict cootrol limit for crocsidolite (blue asdestos) will be
majntained at irs curtrent level of (.2 frml sbich effecrivaly rules out its
wse.

Altbough & great wmany workplaces are Lkeeping exposure belon 1) £/xl
(chrysotile) & sigpificant oumber are oot yet doing so. 1f they caanot
introduce prectical engideeTing coutrols to meel the new limit by | Javuary
1983 the work force will be required to wesr suitsble protective equipment.

The Corrission emphasises thatc these costrol limits are pot sbsclutely
safe levels. They poted that assertions bad been made that there vas dev
medical evideoce adbout the affects of exposure to asbestos. They tberefore
cdecided thar a detslled reviev of al) the medical evideoce to date abould b=

unoertsked by an ivternstionally recogrised wutbority ip this field.

Ip the sbort term tbey have osked the Leputy Director Geveral of the
Eealth and Safety Executive (Dr Duscas) to bring togetber & group of medical
experts RO copsider whetber there bed beep apy subitantial changes to wedical

kpovledge sivce the Advisory Comzittee ot Asbestos prepared 1t report.

The Comxissiod elso decided to ser up & Working Crouwp ipcluding bdoth
z2ides o©f idoustry, cbaired by » senior officer of the Bealth ane Ssfety
Executive, with the object bf identitying and recowmending apy furtber
weasures for the :onl'rol ¢! sxposure to asbestos dust tEat were nol cobsioerea
practicable st the time of tbe ACA tveport. This would ipclude » Teviev of
present engiveer{pg controls apc systems of work. 4 rveviev will also be
commispioped to assess the adequacy aud the problems of wearing suitable

/

Tespirstory protective equipment ané protective clethipg. MNore

.
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The Commission will consider the reports of the Bofking Groups mot later
thap August 1983 vhen tbey will take into account Recommencation 10 of the ACA
Firal Report which states “we recocmend that legislation should be prepared
making clearx thng an over-ridipg requirement to reduce exzosure to ssbestos
dust to the minizum that 1s reasonably practicable should be applied™. The
Workiog Groups w11l bave considered the iwplications for Industry of the pew
1tmit from 1 January 1563. 1f the reports indicate thar further scrion peeds
to be taken oo the question of control limits, the Comzf{ssion will then
copsider bhow this should be dove.

The Comzissicn bas alresdy decided, st its meeting on 20 July 1682,

action to deal with a pumber of harards op asbestos. These are:

(1) Tbe licermsing of asbestos insulatioc contractcrs (cousidered by

the ACA to be a group at greatest risk).
(2) Tbe prohidition of spraying of asbestos.
(3) The prohidition of the use of asbestos ip insulation.

(4) The prohibition of the ipport, use and marketicg of crocidolite

apd products containing it.

I sdditiop, an Approved Code of Practice asnd Guidsnce Note on “work
vith asbestos insulatioo snd asbestos coating”™ was published and cace into
effect ir October 19E).

Sivce 1580 efforte bave been made to achieve coczor standatds It Che
European Comzunity on tbe marketing and use of asbestos products ané the
protection of the workers in the asbestos industry. Progress bas not been as
fast at would bave been wished. Nevertheless, the possibdility of socse
agreepent is 1o sight, 1In view of this the Coz=ission decided oo the presect

sction,

More/
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The Comiﬁion 15 equally copcerned about the public exposure to the
hazards of asbestos. -Boveve:. most measurepents of asbestos levels outside
the workplace are already considerably belov the pew control limits. , As the

- Advisory Committee said referring to the public bealrh risk, “We cooclude that
the presence of chrysotile contaiping small quantities of azphiboles {is
unlikely to bave procduced any material ipcrease in the risk of lung cancer im
the geperal population or any appreciable number of cases of mesothelicca.

The same is certsinly true of ssbestosis™.

The Cormission will use its powers to ensure that exposure lirmits
geperally recain well below the pew limit apd pever exceed it.

Notes to Ecitors:

R Tbe new control lizits will ipplement Recommendations 14, 15 and 17 of
the Final Report of the Advisory Comzittee on Asbestos.

2. The existing contrel limits are based on guidance that was issued
following the brioging into effect of the Asbestos Regulations 1565. '

3. The Advisory Coczitiee on Asbestos was set up in Fay 1976. 1Its first
twoe reports, dealing with thermal and acoustic insulation and wmethods of
peasuirng ajrborne asbestos, were published in June 1979. The Final Report of
the ACA was publishted in October 1979 and the ESC asked for cocmests. During
the copsultation period tvo EC draft Directives on asbestos were publishec.
The first, dealipg vith msrkering and use, was published in karch 1550 ané the
second, oo the protection of workers, in October 19EC. At its meeting on 17
February 15E] the HSC c¢opsidered comwents received on the ACA's Fical Report.
It also hac to take into sccount the proposed EC Directives acd the need to
co-ordinate Uk and European action on asbestos. The BSC advised the Secrerary
of State for Ezploymert om 7 April 1581 op the basis oo which an attezpt
should be made to reach ap agreemert ip the Eurcpean Comunity.

‘. The proposed regulaticns oo licensipg and prohibiticn follow the HESC's
cocsideration of responses to the Consultative Docuzect on the TAsbestos

Iosulation and Costing Draft  Regulations®, intended to  izplerment
Recomzedations 1, 2, 3 and S of the ACA's First Report, published in June
1981,

5. A stitezent by the Chairman of the Comzission, kr Bill Sizpsou, has been

issved tocday as Press Release C 15 : B2.

C 16 : B2
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