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September 27, 1982 

TO: ORC Occupational Safety and Health Group 
ORC Asbestos Task Force 

FRON: Darrell K. Mattheis 

SUBJECT: New Safety Limits for Asbestos 

Recently ORC received a copy of a news release from the Health 

& Safety Executive of the British Health and Safety Commission 
concerning tighter future limits for exposure to asbestos. The 
Commission makes the point that their pew limits are not 
“absolutely safe levels", for it iS as yet not clear that a 

"safe" level of exposure exists. 

Attached for your information is a copy of the news release 
discussed above. It is to be noted that the English have 
recommended a three level approach to controlling exposure to 
asbestos. One reason thet this is feasible is the generally 
accepted premise that Britain has little if any crocidolite. 
The U.S., on the other hand, has used a considerable amount of 

crocidolite in the past; and it continues to be used “in varying 
amounts today. 

Darrell K. Mattheis 

DKM¥/sel 

Attachment 
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Wew Safety Linits for asbestos 

The Bealtb and Safety Commission 18 to introduce much tighter eostrol] 

linite for Asbestos from 1 January 1953. Work 26 to be undertaked to identity 

what further measures can be taken. 

At its meeting op 26 Avgust the Commission decided that the limit for 

asbestos in general use (ebrysctile or shire asbestos) should be balved to 

1 f/ml. The limit for aposite (brovo asbestos) will be quarcered to 0.5 f/ul 

and the strict conrrol limit for crecidolite (blue asbestos) will be 

maintained at its current Jewel of G.2 f/ml sbich effectively rules our its 

use. 

Altbough a great many workplaces are keeping exposure below 1 f/nl 

(ebrysotile) o significant oveber are por yet doing so. If they cannot 

introduce prectical engineering controls to meet the new limit by 1 January 

1963 che work force wil] be tequired to wear suitable protective equipment. 

The Compission emphasises thac these cootrol limits are not absolutely 

sefe levels. They voted that assertions bad been mace that there vas hev 

wecical evideoce about the affects of exposure to asbestos. They therefore 

Secided thar a cetailed review of a1] the pedical evidence to date sbould be 

wroertsken by an intermeationally recoguised sutbority in this field. 

ip the sbort term they have osked the Ceputy Director General of the 

Bealth and Safety Executive (Dr Duscan} to bring togetber a group of wedical 

ezperte to consider whetber there bed been any substantial changes to medical 

kpovledge since the Advisory Committee ot Asbestos prepared its report. 

The Comxission also decided to set up 8 Working Croup including both 

Rides of ipoustry, cbaired by 8 senior officer of the Bealth anc Safety 

Executive, with the object of identifyiag and recommending any further 

weasures for the control of axposure to asbeatoe dust that were not copsioerea 

preceicable ot the time of the ACA report. This would include » review of 

Present engibeeri{ng controle apo systems of work. 4 review will also be 

Commissioned to assess the adequacy anc the problems of wearing suitable 

/ Tespirecory protective equipment apd protective clerhing. More 

. 
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The Comission vill consider the reports of the Working Groups not later 

than August 1983 when they will take into account Recomrencation 10 of the ACA 

Final Report which states “we recommend that legislation should be prepared 

waking clear thet an over-riding requirement to reduce exposure to ssbestos 

dust to the minimum that is reasonably practicable should be spplied”. The 

Working Groups till bave considered the isplications for industry of the nev 

Yimit from 1 January 1563. If the reports indicate chat further action seeds 

to be taken on che question of control limits, the Couzission will then 

consider how this should be done. 

The Commission has alresdy decided, at its meeting on 20 July 1582, 

action to deal with a number of hexatds on asbestos. These are: 

(1) The Jicensing of asbestos insulation contractcrs (cousidered by 

the ACA to be a group at greatest risk). 

(2) The prohibition of spraying of asbestos. 

(3) The prohibition of the use of asbestos iv insulation. 

(4) The prohibition of the isport, use and marketicg of crocidolite 

and products containing it, 

In sddition, an Approved Code of Practice and Guidsnce Note on “work 

with asbestos insulation and asbestos coating” was published and care into 

effect in October !981. 

Since 1580 efforts have been made to achieve cormon stancards in the 

European Comunity on the warketing and use of asbestos products anc the 

protection of the workers in the asbestos industry. Progress bas not been as 

fast acs would bave been wished. Nevertheless, the possibility of sote 

agreement {s in sight. In view of this the Corzission decided on the presett 

actica, 

More/ 
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The Compission is equally concerned abour the public exposure to the 

hazards of asbestos. Bovever, most measurepents of asbestos levels outside 

the workplace ate already considerably below the vew control limits. . As the 

- Advisory Committee said referring to the public bealth risk, “We conclude that 

the presence of chrysotile containing small quantities of anphiboles is 

unlikely to bave produced any material increase in the risk of lung cancer in 

the general population or any appreciable number of cases of wesothelicca. 

The same is certainly true of asbesrosis™. 

The Commission will use its powers to ensure that exposure lirits 

generally rerain well below the new limit and never exceed it. 

Notes to Editors: 

i. The new control limits will implement Recommendations 14, 15 and 17 of 
the Final Report of the Advisory Committee on Asbestos. 

2. The existing control limits are based on guidance that was issued 
following the bringing into effect of the Asbestos Regulations 1565. 

3. The Advisory Coozittee on Asbestos was set up in bay 1976. Its firse 
two reports, dealing with thermal and acoustic insulation and nethods of 
measuirng airborne asbestos, were published in June 1979. The Final Report of 
the ACA was published in October 1979 and the BSC askec for comments. During 
the consultation perfod two EC draft Directives on asbestos were publishec. 
The first, dealing with marketing and use, was published in harch 1950 anc the 
second, on the protection of workers, in October 19&G. At its meeting on 17 

February 196) the HSC considered comments received on the ACA’S Firal Report. 
It also hac to take into sccount the proposed EC Directives and the need to 
co-ordinate Uk and European action on asbestos. The BSC advised the Secrerary 

of State for Exploymert on 7 April 1%81 op the besis on which an attempt 
sboulé be cade to reach an agreement ip the European Cormsuniry. 

4. The proposed regulations on licensing and prohibition follow the HSC's 
covsideration of responses to the Consultative Docuzent on the “Asbestos 
Insulation and Costing Draft Kegulations”, intended to igplerent 
Recocmedations 1, 2, 3 ang 5 of the ACA's First Keport, published in June 

19&). 

5. A ststezent by the Chairman of the Commission, hr Bill Sinpson, has been 

issued tocay as Press Release C 19 : 82. 

C 18 : &2 
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